Omenauc mymala, 4To 9To OymeT ImpocTo Iérkas 6ecema ¢ capom IIpade. Yto-To Bpode «Crmacubo, 4To
I00O6IITAINCh C MOEH CEeCTPOM, HafleloCh, YTO BH COPYXKUTECh». OHA OBl HUKOTA He IMomyMala, YTO UX
pasroBop OyOoeT HaCTOJIbKO 3HAYKMMBIM.

— MHe HpaBUTCS MUCC JNHMaHa.

— U BBI TOXKe HPaBUTECH MOEU CECTPE.

— Mou popuTenu noUMyT MO KJISTBY 3aluuiiaTs Baure BenuyecTso.

Onmana OBLIa OTOPBaHA OT OOIIECTBA U MPeAnoYrTana KHuru. OHa HUKYy[a He BRIXOOUIIA, 3a
MCKJTIOUEHWEM TeX CIy4aeB, KOTa e HyKHO ObIT0 KYIUTh KHUTY UM CXOOUTH 3a Hell B OUOITHOTEKY.
XoTst nraHa TOBOPUIIA, YTO UAET 3a MOKYIKaMu, BCe 3HA/IM, YTO OHA KynuT. U ecinu uMnepaTpuia
CyMeJla IOHPABUTCS €T0 CECTPE, TO OH MOT OTIJIATUTh €f TONNBKO TakK.

— Cnacu60, HO MHE TakK HEJIOBKO...

— Ha Bac ke Hanaiu 1o yTU B UMIIEPATOPCKUAN ABOPEL], BEPHO?

Spennuc HalIpATIIAaCh.

— He BonHy#TECh. {1 HE ITO3BOJII0, YTOOBI C BAMHU YTO-TO ITPOU3OIIIIO0

— ...Torma 6naronapfo 3d OKda3dHHYIO MH€ 9EeCTh.

Openmnuc Bceé emné Oblia omenomieHa. OHa MPOCTO Havasla JelCTBOBaTh, YTOOH U3MEHUTH Oyayllee,
HO He JyMaJla, YTO BCE HACTOJILKO XOPOIIO CJIOKUTCA. K ToMy xKe, D[esUInc [ojly4dnia MHOTO
10JIe3HOM nH(popManyuu 00 nHGEeKIHOHHEIX 3a007eBaHUAX 0T JNraHkl. Y, HeoxuganHo, cap [Ipade
OKa3aJCsl Ha €€ CTOPOHe. Y He€ He OBUIO IPUYUH OTKa3bIBAThCA OT CTOPOHHUKA B JIMIle HACIeNHUKa
BJIMSITENILHOM repLorckoi cembu. [Ipobema Obisia B TOM, UTO, ecu He c3p [Ipaye momwiTaeTcs ei
HaBPEOUTh, JIeJUINC IOHATHUS He UMeJla, KTO 9TO MOXKeT OBITh.

«EnuHCTBEHHAS, KTO XKejlaeT MOoeH CMEPTH - 3TO CBATaAA, HO OHA HE 6YJIeT IMa4YKaTh PYKU B KDOBHU».

9TO 03HAYAET, YTO 3TO OB KTO-TO HE U3 TJIABHKIX JEHCTBYIOIIUX JIHIL... 113 OTHS [a B MOJIBIMSI.
Spennuc gymarna, 4To e€ yObeT JlexaH, moaToMy Oblzia TOTOBa K 9ToMy. Ho Temeps, Korfia oHa He
3HaJa, KTO € yObeT, YUCJI0 JTI0JeN, OT YbHUX PYK OHA MOTJIa YMEPETH, CTal0 OECKOHEYHBEIM, BEI3BIBAJIO
y Heé JIHIIb TOJ0BHYI0 007k, 715 Havyala He OBIJI0 MPUYMH OTKA3hIBATHCS OT PACIIOIOKEHHUS CIpa
[Tpaye, MO3TOMY OHA peIlXsia MIPUHSTH €ro.



— bnarogapto Bac, cap Ilpaue.
— HerT, 9T0 5 OONIX€eH rOBOPUTh.

WoxaHHeC mPOTSIHYI PyKy dmesutuc. OHa MOJI0KUIa Ha HEe€ CBOIO PYKY, ¥ OH IIPUIKAJICS K HEN IOOM.
WoxaHHEeC, KOTOPEIN BCKOPE BCTAJI CO CBOET0 MECTa, IPUIIOTHS YTOJIOK PTa.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, MOTy 51 B OCTaBIlleecs BpeMs paccka3aTh BaM 3a0aBHYIO HCTOPUIO?
— Yro 3a ucropus’?

dmennuc 0CTaHOBUIIAaCh — OHA IIBITAJIaCh IePEeYUTATh 3allKCU, KOTOPHIE Clelajia BO BPEMS pa3roBopa
C DIHMAHOMH.

— 4 ogvH M3 HEMHOTUX JIIO[el, KOTOPble HaXOOUJIUCh PSIOOM ¢ KelipxaHOM [0 ero BCTYILJIEHUS Ha
TPOH.

— Xopot1to.

Spennuc cpady xke MpUHSIa IpeaIoXKeHne MoxaHHeca. 3amucy OHA MOTJIa IIOCMOTPETh IIepef CHOM,
HO J[eJINIMC He 3Hajla, KOTfa el elllé MOABEePHETCS MIaHC MOCTYLIIaTh 0 IpolIoM JlexaHa, ecnu He
cenyac.

— Torpa o yeM MHe CTOUT paccKa3aTh B IIepPBYI0 ouepenb? A, TouHO. CHayasa s pacCKaxy BaM, Kak
BIIEPBBIE BCTpeTun KeiipxaHa.

— 4 cnwimana 9Ty UCTOPHIO OYEHb KPATKO. JlexaH cmac C3pa Hpaqe, KOTr'Ja €ro IIOXUuTHuJIn.

— Ia. 5 Mory 6eCKOHEeYHO rOBOPUTE 06 3TOM, — HadaJl BOCTOPXKEHHO FOBOPHUTH MoxaHHeC, Kora
Opennuc MposiBuia nHTEpPec. — Ho 5T pacckaxy KpaTko, MoToMy uTo Ero Benu4ecTBy 3TO MOXKET He
TIOHPABHUTCS.

— [loueMy eMy 4TO-TO MOXKET He ITIOHPABUTCA?
— 41 3Ha10, YTO eMy He HPaBSTCS BCe, KTO HaxoguTcs psagoM ¢ E€ BenuuecTBoM.
Omenmnuc noTepsia fgap pedu. Y Heé€ maxe He XBAaTUJIO AYyXY OTPULATH 3TO.

— 910 CIIY4YHMJIOCH IIATE JIET Ha3al...



Ona YYTh HE PAaCX0X0TaJlaCh, KOT'Ia HoxaHHeC Hayan pacCCKa3 IIPEeYyBEJIMYEHHO TeaTPaJIbHBIM TOHOM.
Spennuc cnerka IIPUKYCHJIa BHYTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY INEKHU, CTaPasiCh HE PACCMEATHCA.

— Kaxk pa3 nepep TeM, Kak KelipxaH BoIles B Halll 0OCOOHSIK.
['ma3a Omenuc CBepKHYJIY, U OHA COCpemoTo4usachk Ha MoxaHHece.

— 41, KaK 00BIYHO, IPOTYJIAN 3aHATUSA U OTIIPABUIICS B LIEHTP I'OPOfia, IIEPEOMIEBIINCH
IIPOCTOJTIONMHOM.

—A?

— Kax BHI 3HaeTe, 51 eMUHCTBEHHBIN HacCJIeJHUK repnora, mo3ToMy 4 OBITT OYEHb paccna6HeH I10
CPaBHEHUIO C ADYTUMU CEMbSIMHA. Y MeHs HeT 6paTBeB, KOTOPEIE MOT' I OBl IIPpEeTEHO0BATh Ha
IMO3KUIHNIO ITIPEEMHHUKA TI'JIaBHI.

— Ho opexma mpoCTOTIOAVHA. ..

— Orto OBIJIO Becesiee, 4eM s myMarl. brarogaps 3ToMy s CMOT CBOOOOHO OPOOUTE CPeIy MPOCTOTO
Hapoma. Y MeHs TaKXke I0SBUIIOCH MHOT'O IPY3eH-IIPOCTOMIOTHHOB.

OOBIYHO, azkKe eCyiy BhI pacciaaliieHsl, BH He BHUIETE HAPYXKY, IPUTBOPSISCH ITPOCTOIIOIUHOM.
Omenmuc Toxke 4acCTO BHIXOAMIIA U3 JOMa, HO BCE PaBHO HafieBasla XOpouIyio ofgexay. Croa
VoxaHHeca CHOBA IMOATBEPIUIIN €€ MBICIIA O TOM, YTO OH He ObI/T OOBIYHBIM.

— Ho HbBIHE TTOKOMHBIN MapPKHu3 HeMGep IIPpUKa3aJl IIOXUTUTE MEH, U, I10 CJ'Iy‘-IaI;IHOCTI/I, JIIoaou,
KOTOPEIE ITOJIYUHUIIN 3dKa3, OLIIM TeMH, C KEM 5 qalIlre BCETOo o6manc;{, BBEIXOOS B T'OPOA.

Ho moxwurenue 03Hayvasno, YTO ero Ipeaian Te, C KeM OH OBl OTH30K.

— MeHs 3anepnu B CKJIafiCKOM OTCeKe Kopabiist, KOTOPHIH IIBLUT 110 MOPIO, YTOOBI MEHST HE CMOTJIN
HauTHU. A 3aTeM KO MHe [IPUIJIA MOU OPY3bI-IIPOCTOIONUHEL. ..

— Onu momorau BaM?

— OHu nranmu MHe U OUITH, eCld 5 He yIIBIOACs ¥M.

— 4 merCTBUTENIBPHO AyMaJl, YTO MbI APY3bS.



Opennuc, KOTopasi Xuja B 0KUIaHUU CBOel cMepTH, Oblla HecuacTHa, HO MoJIoxKeHue MoxaHHeca,
KOTOPOTO TIPefiajid €0 BePHbIE IPY3bs, TOXKE OBITIO Y2KaCHBEIM.

— Ho MHe Ha BBIpYUYKY IPUIIENT MEYHUK, 0 KOTOPOM S paHbllle HUKOTIIa He CIIBIIIAT.

— IomXHO OBITH, TEPLOT TIOCTIAT BaC HAWTHU €ro.

— Her, B HEKOTOpOM CMEICJie, OH Ovln 60JIe€ OTIACEeH, YEM MTOXUTUTEIh.

kxkckekk

«— HoxarHec [Tpaue, BepHO?»

«— ...KTO TBHI TakOM?»

«— TBoO oTel] UIeT TedsI».

Cka3sasl MOHOTOHHBIM I'0JIOCOM «MEYHHUK, O KOTOPOM OH HUKOI'Ja HE CJIBIIIAlI».

«— Oten?! 4 gam Tebe geHer CTOILKO, CKOJILKO MIOXKeJlaelllb. BrTaly MeHs oTcromal»

«— MHe He HyXKHBI IeHbI'. Y MeHS UX CTOJIbKO, UTO S 10 CaMOX CMEPTHU IIOTPATUTh BCE HE YCIIEI0».

«— {1 HacrmegHUK repuora [Ipaye».

«— A g HacnemHUK spurepiora Jlapkcuma».

«— ...Ho, KaK HU IIOCMOTpPH, TH OfET KaK IIPOCTOIIONKH, pa3Be HeT?»

«— A Tebs MOXUTHIIM, KOTHA THl OPOOUII CPemy IPOCTOTIONWHOB, OJETHIM KaK MEJIKUM TBOPSIHUH>.



9TUM HUKOMY HEU3BECTHHIM MeUYHUKOM Obl Kelipxan JIapKcup, HaclemHUK apurepiora Jlapkcuma.
YeCTHO TOBOPSI, B 3TO BpeMs HMOXaHHEC BCEphE3 3aflyMaJicsl 0 TOM, MOXKeT IONPOCUTh KelipxaHa He
criacaTh ero. OH yxKe CIBIIIaJ CIyXy 0 TOM, YTO HaCJIeOHUK spurepuora Jlapkcruga Kus. NoxaHHec HE
XOTeJ CBSI3bIBaThCs C KelpxXaHOM U C IOHHBIX JIET BBSI3HIBATHCS B OMTBY 3@ TPOH.

XoTs TO, 4TO UMIIEpaTop IBITANICS YOUTh HacleqHUKa apirepiora Jlapkcuaa, OblJI0 TOCyapCTBEHHON
TaiiHou, 06 aToM xomunu cimyxu. Ho KelipaxaH OblJT eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO IIPUIIEN K 3aII€PTOMY
Hoxarrecy. He 6BUI0 HIKAKKUX TapaHTHI, YTO IOXUTUTEIN €T0 II0TOM BEPHYT. HeT, cKopee Bcero, ero
yOBIOT, Be[b OH 3HAET MX B JIMIIO.

«CpaxaThCs MPOTUB UMIIepaTopa Uju OBITh YOUTEIM CBOMMU ITOXUTUTEISIMU ?»

BmecTo TOTO, 4TOOBI yMEPETH 6ECCMBICIIEHHON CMEPTHIO 3[I€Ch, yYIlle TePONYECKH TOTUOHYTS,
6opsich C TUPaHUEW UMIIepaTopa, ¥ OCTaBUTh XOTS OBl CTPOYKY 0 cebe B ucropuu. Ecnu nogymaTs 06
3TOM ceffyac, TO 3TH MHICTIH MOTJIM IPUBECTH K TafIeHuio CeMbH, Ho MoxaHHec Torfa GhIT 10H,
II09TOMY UCKPEeHHE TakK JyMal.

«— Yero TH X04elIb?»

«— TBoe Oymyiee. Thl BCE paBHO JOTKEH OBITT YyMEPEThH».

«— ...C 3TUM He MOCIOPHUIIb».

«— Csigb CO MHOH B OfIHY JIOOKY. Mnu ocTaBaicst Ha 60pTy 3TOT0 KOpadisi».
«— T®I MOMXKEeH HaTh MHE XOTsI ObI OOUH XOPOIINHM BapuaHT Ha BEIOOD».

«— 9 v man Tebe onuu».

Crapyu GBII0O HAMHOTO THINe, YeM paHbine. Eciu momymarts, gaxe eciu MoxaHHec GBI CBA3aH, €ro
KTO-TO HOJI2KEH OB oXpaHsTh. C HUMHU PaCIIpaBUIICS HACIEOHUK 3pIrepiora JIapkcuma, KOTOPBIA
crosin nmepen HUM? Ecnu Tak, TO y HETO JOJIKHEI OBITH OBITH KO€-KaKue HaBHIKM, TaK YTO CTOMIIO
TIOTIHITATh CHACTHS.



«— ITocne Toro, Kax st 6;aromnony4so qobepyck moMoi. Torma Mel OyImeM COTPYIHUYATE>.

«— Xoporto. f Tak mOHKMAI0, YTO CHOeJIKa OblIa 3aK/II0YeHa».

kkokekk

— Ilocrne aToro s ucnbITan obmerdyenre, XoTs WeN 3a KetpxaHoM, KOTOPOTo BUAEN BIEPBHIE B XKU3HHU.

Korpa OHH BHIIIUTK 3a [BepS, Moy KeiipxaHa yxKe 3axBaTuiau Kopabms. Y kKak Tonpko HoxaHHec
COIIET C JIOOKY, MBOPELKUY TepIiora BHIIIENI UM HaBCTPedy, TaK YTO 3TO Obl/la 0YeHb aKKypaTHast
paborTa.

— ¥Vx THL... Tax KpyToO.

— ¢ mosBIEH.

— 4 rosopio o JlexaHe.

—A.

VoxaHHecC TI0YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BLICHIXAIOT CJIE3LI OJ1arogapHOCTH.

— 3HauwuT, JIexaH OTIIpaBUiICS Ha KOpabib 1Mo mpockOe repiora?

— 4 ToXe Tak AyMmall, HO — HeT.

TTocre Toro, Kak Moxansec comu3uncs ¢ KefipxaHoM, OH CIIPOCKII €T0, I0YeMy TOT IPHIIEN TOT/A.
KelipxaH paBHOMIYIIHO OTBETUN: «l MOIyMall, YTO HeI10xo OblI0 Ol coenaTh Te0s CBOMM
noyKHUKOM». OTBEeT Ha BOIIPOC, KaK e OH HallleJl ero, KOrja 9TOTro He CMOT CHeJlaTh Jaxe repror
I[Tpaye, OBUT HEOKHUTAHHEIM.

«— Pa3Be[ibIBaTeNNbHBIN 0Tl JIapKcHaa cpa3y ke y3Hasl 00 9ToM».



Korpa HacnmemHWKa repiora moxutunu, KeiipxaH cpa3sy Xke IIaHUPOBas 3aBepboBaTh repiora IIpaye.

«— Yro OHI TEI cHenan, ecinu OBl KOpaOib CO MHOM Ha OOPTY VIITIBIII?»

«— IToka ThI XuB, Te0OSI MOXKHO CIIACTH, KAK-TO TaK».

[Tocrne aToro oH moHs, 4To KeiipxaH omycTuin. ITo Oblyla HEJIOBKas MpaBaa. ['eplor, KOTOPhIT
IIOTEPSJI CBOET0 HaCJIeMHUKA, IOTePsIeT CBOIO BIACTh, II09TOMY B TAKOM Cjlydae JIy4lIM BapUuaHTOM
ObL10 OBl B3ATH DNIMaHy B KEHBI ¥ TIOTJIOTUTh TEPIIOTCTRO.

«Hy, KelipxaH 0TKa3ajCd OKa3aTh IIOJIHYIO NOgOepPKKY repuory [Ipade Ha yCI0BUSX, UTO JIMaHa
CTaHET ero BTOPOM XKEeHO!».

B To BpeMs oH He 3Hal, mouyeMy KelipxaH Tak nocTymnua. OH IOIIesn no TPyZHOMY IMyTH pafu
mobuMont neByIKy. A MoxaHHeC myMaJl, YTO TOT BHIOMpaeT Ccrocod ¢ MaKCHMaIbHOU
3(pbHeKTHBHOCTHIO.

— Torpa, moxeT Baitre Bemn4ecTBO ToxKe MHE pacCKaxkeT?

— O yem?

— O ToMm, kakuM Obin1 KelipxaH 0o TOTO, KaK IPUIIEN B 3PLUTEPIIOTCTRO.
— Koneuno! B o6MeH Ha Baliy 3a0aBHYI0 UCTOPHIO!

HMoxaHHeC HECKOJIBKO pa3 KHBHYJI FOJIOBOI B OTBET Ha IIpe/jIokeHue dnemuc. Korma oH BiepBEe
yBupmen KeiipxaHa TOT Ka3ascs 6e3:KaJ0CTHHIM U OeccepaedyHbIM. THOTIa OH CITyCKaJICsl B IEPEBHIO U
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 TOHSJICS 3a MaMOi, a TOTOM BO3BpAIIajCs C pa304apoBaHHKEIM BuaoM. Ho B
octanbHOM y KelipxaHa He ObI10 TP00IECKOB YeaoBewHOCTH. OMHAKO TEIephb OH CTaJl HaCTOIBKO
IpyruM, 9To MoXaHHECy CTalo HHTEPeCHO, TOT JIK 3TO YeJI0BeK, KOTOPOTO OH 3Hall.

— Brl 3Haete, oTKyna pogoM JlexaH?
— 41 3HA0, 4TO ero Ipofaiu Ha apeHy.

— [la, a s1 3abpasa ero oTTymaa.



— ...OJTO0 KOoHeII?
— Hert! 910 TONMBKO Hauasno!
— ®yx, g yXK MMogyMas, 4TO 9TO KOHeIl ¥ Hayasl BOJTHOBAThCH.

Spennuc BCIOMHUIIA O IpoIioM. Ha camoM ferie, eé maMsTh y:Ke OTKOPPeKTUpoBaia
BOCIIOMUHAHUS, UA€aln3UpPOBaB UX.

— 41 BepBhIe yBUIeNa ero npu cBeTe OHSI. OH ObIT HACTOPOXKEHHBEIM, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKUN KOTEHOK.
— ManeHbpKHHN KOTEHOK?..

— Ila, MalleHbKUM KOTEHOK.

— KaxeTcs, s yCrnblian Koe-4TO HeJIOBKOe, HO IPOJOoJIKauTe.

— Ho Bemb 00BIYHO KOIIIKK TaKKHe, BEPHO? A KaK TOJIKO OHU OTKPBIBAIOT BaM CEPAIlE, TO BCIOTY
CJIeyIOT 3a BaMH.

— ...Kowku takue.
«KenpxaH - MaJIeHbKHH KOT...»

YV MoxaHHeca MypallKy mo0exkaly 1o Koxe yx&e oT aToro. OH mpeamodes OB IyMaTh 0 HEM, KakK O
TUTPE, a He 0 KOTéHKe. MoxaHHeC X0TeJl CKa3aTh, YTO KOTSITA He YHUYTOXKAIOT BOCCTABIINE CEMbHU, HO
CrepKacs.

— HWrak, JlexaH MOBCIOAY Cie0oBajl 3a MHOM, KOTa MbI OBIJI B TOMeCThe. Kak BepHBIN IIeHOYEK.
— IlleHOYeK...

«CKoOpee yXK BOJK. A ecny OBl OH U ObIJT C06aKOM, TO He IeHKOM, a 00MIIOBCKOM TTOPOIbI».

— Bame BenuuecTtBo, gymaro, 1 yXKe JOCTaTOYHO yCJIbIIIAT.

— O, HO 4 ellIé faXe He Hayvana!

HoxanHec He GBI yBepeH, BEIEPKUT JIM OH, €CITH HMIIEPATPHIlA HAUHET PaCCKa3kBaTh BCephés. OH



y2Ke He MOT CIIPaBUTLCS C MypallKaMu, KOTOphie To6exkasny mo ero Koxe. MoxaHHec mogyMart, 4To
UMIepaTpulla BUOUT B JIIOASX JIUIIb UX XOPOIIKE KauyeCTBa, KakK ObIJIO C ero CECTPOI.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 0H YCIIBIIAI IIar' CHAPYXKH.

— O 4eM THI TaK PaflOCTHO PacCKa3bIBaelllb?

9T0 OBIT KOTEHOK C HEJIOBKUM BHIpaXKEeHUEM JIUIIA.
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