Korpa Opemnnuc Ha3pana uMs JlexaHa, MoxaHHec ¢ MOGOIBITCTBOM B3TNISHYI Ha Heé. HeoGsYHO 60
Maxke TO, UTO OH Ha3hIBaJl UMIEPATOpa 10 UMEHH, HO PHIIJaph HUKOTIA He 3BaJjl eT0 10 MPO3BHUIIY.
KoHEeYHO, OTHOIIEHUST MEXAY HUMH BBITJISIENTH OYEHb XOPOIIO Ha cBagpbe, HO HUKTO HE 0XKHIAJ, YTO
OHU HaCTOJIBKO Onu3ku. Haxomsick 3mech ceryac, OH Ka3asics OOBIYHEIM YeJIOBEKOM, a He
MMIIEPATOPOM.

— Ketipxas, 4To0, ecnu s Toxke 0yny 3BaTh TeOs JIexaHoM... [ToHs, He 6ymy, — cpa3y Ke COTJIaCUICS
HoxaHHeC, BCTPETUBIINCEH B3TISIAOM C JlexaHOM.

B ero B3rnsdme Tak U 9YUTANOCh: «Thl 9YTO? YMepeTh 3aX0Ten?».

— Ho Mory nu g octathCs 30ech?

— KoHeuHoO, g XKe OTIIPaBHUJIa BaM IIHNCBMO.

— ¥ Bac mBoux, KaXeTcsl, TaKWe XOpOIllre OTHOIIEHUs, TI09TOMY S ITOyMaJl, YTO MOTY ITIOMeIlaTh
BaM...

JInno dpennuc IIOKPACHEJIO, X OHa IIOCIIEITHO OIIPOBEPIJIA 3TO.

— H-uerT!

— Hert?

— HerT! 9710 He Tak!

HMoxarHec momyMa mpo cebs: «UeM cUIbHEe OTPHUIAHKE, TeM OJMXKe 3TH CJIoBa K mpasfae. OHH 1
IIpaBfa XopoIo JlaasaT». Cpeou MuUio BHIIISAeBIMX KelipxaHa u CMYTUBILIEHCS DIeTuC OH ObLT
CJIOBHO IIITOE KOJIeCO. BEIsI0 yOUBUTENBHO, YTO He TONIBKO KelipxaH, HO M MMIlepaTpulia BETIIAeNa
KaK 00BIYHas J04Yb apUCTOKpaTa B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOPIIE, THe pa3BopaduBaiiCh BCEBO3MOXKHEIE
3aroBOPHI U PaCIpH.

— Pa3Be g He npaB?

— A-a-al!!

Korpa Opennuc cxkana Kyjlaku 4 IOTPsCIia UMY, JIexaH pacxoxoTaJiCs.

— THI 4TO, CMEENUILCA HaJo MHOM?

— Her, s u npaBaa cyMTalo, 4YTO y BaC XOPOIIINe OTHOLIEHUS, — OTBETUJ MloxaHHeC.



— Kaxk O8I 51 mocMen cMesiTbCS Haf BaMu, — CKa3ai JlexaH.

— JlexaH 4acTO 3TO TOBOPUT, HO 51 He 0C000 BEPIO €ro CI0BaM...

— Brl He foBepsieTe MHe, CBOEMY MYXKY, HO BEpUTe CJI0BaM HacJleIHUKa repuora?
— [loTOMy 4TO B €ro cji0Bax eCTb CMBICI!

XoTs1 Omemnnuc 0TBETHIIa Pa3apaxKEeHHo, HO KelipxaHy OBINIO MO-IpeXXHeMY Beceno. brino
YOUBUTEIHLHO, YTO OH MPOMOIKa yiasl0aThcs. o BoccTanus Ha nulle KelipxaHa HU pa3y He OBIIO0
yiei6ku. Ho, raans Ha Hero ceifuac, MloxaHHeC 3afaBasicsi BOIIPOCOM, BCET/a JIK OH OBUT TAKAM
BecénbiM. Panbie aypa KelipxaHa Oblna TS2KEJI0M, TO XOPOIIIO IIOAXOAKUIIO UMIIEPATOPy, HO U celdac
BCE OBIJIO HEIIJIOXO.

— KelipxaH, HeyXenu Ta caMad Jiefiy, 0 KOTOPOU Thl pacCKa3bIBaJl paHbIle?..
— Tcc.

JlexaH ynpIGHYTICS ¥ 00HAT dnemmmc. OgHO 3To faso oTBeT MoxanHecy. Temeps OH MOHSII, TOUEMy
OHU BCTPETHUJIUCH TOJILKO Ceiyac, ¥ moueMy UMEHHO 9Ta JIeld CTajla UMIlepaTpuliel mocie
BOCCTaHUSI.

— YT0 THI meNaemib Ha r'a3ax y Apyrux!
— Dnenuc.
— YTo!

— Pa3Be MBI He JOJIKHBE pa3roBapyBaTh APYT C APYTOM IIOUYTUTEILHO Meper APyTUMU?

Openmuc ckaszana: «Oif» ¥ MeflIeHHO HoBepHyach K MoxarHecy. Eé mpoxaliie ria3a IoKa3bBad,
HACKOJIBKO OHa CMyIleHa, I03TOMY phIllapb YyTh He pacxoxoTaics. Ecnu Ovl He CBUpeEIoe UL
Keiipxana 3a Hel.

— Baire Benr4ecTBo, g CHBIIIAN, YTO BBl MEHS II03BaJlU HE IIPOCTO TakK.

— Ax, ma. Bepho.



HNoxaHHec yMeJio CMEHHUII TEMY. Bpra}KeHI/Ie nu1a JOesnauc Cpa3y XKe IIOMEHAJIOCH.

— Cop Ilpaue, Brl 3HaeTe Onuany I[Ipaye?

— ...OTO0 M04 cecTpa.

9To OBlJTa €T0 MITafIIas cecTpa, KoTopas gaxe He ne6IoTHpoBaia B CBeTCKOM o0IecTBe. Mx MaTh
TIBITAJIACh B3STh €€ ¢ CO00M Ha YaemuTHe K POICTBEHHUKAM, HO KaXKOHH pa3 Tepieia Heygady, a Ha
IoMalllHeM YaellUuTHH OHa JIKIITh HeHAI0/Ir0 I0Ka3kBalack, a IOTOM KcYe3asa. Mx oTel] 3ampeTu
OnuaHe MOKYIaTh KHUTH, IIOTOMY YTO OHA KaXK[bIi JeHb CHle/la B KOMHATe U YnTaja. [IoaTomy
HoxaHHeC He 3HaJ, Ile ¥ KaK IMIEPATPHIA YCIIbIIIATIA eé UMsI, HO, IOX0XKE, 3TO OBUIO HE OYeHb
XOPOIIIO.

— Mory g BCTpeTUThCA C Hen?

— Mory g cipoCuTh, YTO IPOUCXOOUT?

— 41 B3sina KHUTH B OMOIMOTEKE, U B CIIMCKE, TeX, KTO Opas uxX J0 MeHs, Bcerga Oblla MUCC JMaHa.
4 Xo4y ITOTOBOPUTH C HEH O HUX...

KHurn, KoTophle YuTana ero cectpa, OB 0 MeIUIIMHE, ¥ CPEIU HUX IOIAa uCh U C TSIXKEIbIM U
yKaCHBIM COflepzKaHUEeM, HarmpuMep, 6akTepun, 60IE3HH, SHL.

«3aueM uMIepaTpulla Opanga TaKkue KHUTHU?»

KpOMe TOr'0, OH HE€ 3HaAJI, KOTroa €ro ceCTpa IIPpuXOoaujia BO JBOPIOBYIO 6H6HI/IOTeKy.

«$1 mymar, 4To OHa MMJIas CECTPEHKA, KOTOpas MHOTHA ITPUXOAKIIa, YTOOE HaBECTUTh MEHS, a eé€
IIeJIbI0, OKA3bIBAETCSA, OBIJIM KHUTH...»

— 4 ckaxy Onuasne.

— bnarogapio Bac.

ViMmmepaTpuiia 1ydye3apHo YIbI0OHYIach ¥ JOCTAJa MUChMO. XOIUIIU CITYXH, YTO OHA OBlla CJIOBHO
HEBUAMMKA, HO OH He ITOHUMAJI, TI0YeMy TaK O Hel TakK IOBOPHUJIY, Be[b OHA BRHITJISAMIEIa HaMHOTO
sgpye, KOorfa Ha eé nuile Oblyia yabs0Ka.

«Kak MOXXHO He 3aMeyYaTh TaKyi0 POCKOIIHYI0 KPaCaBHITy?»

Ha xouBepTe ObUTH ampecaT JnuaHa [Ipade u ormpaBuTens duennuc Kporapa. M maxe medarts



MMIepaTpUIEL. MoxaHHeC He 3HaJ, 0 Y4eM OHO, HO UX OTEI] SIBHO GYIeT paj STOMY ITHChMY.
«...ECnu TONBKO OH He y3HaeT, YTO Peyb UMET O KHUTaxX, KOTOPble YUTAeT JIHaHa».

— Xopot1ilo, s 0THaM e# ero CeromgHs.

— HeT, gocTaBp el ero mpsaMo cerndac, — Bo3pa3ui JlexaH.

— Ceitgac? Ho s BCE paBHO YBUXKY €€ IOMa, TOT{la U OTHaM.

— Bomnpoc He B pa3Hulle BO BDEMEHH.

Y MoxanHeca ObUIO He TaK MHOTO paboTEl, HO OH He JyMaJl, YTO 9TO HyKHO [ieJilaTh IPSIMO celdac.
Priniape He noHuMar, nodyeMy KeiipxaH Tak noctynaeT. KOHeYHO, eClii OH CKaXeT, 4TO 3TO IIpUKa3
uMIlepaTopa, To y MoxaHHeca He Oy#eT opyroro BeIOOpa, Kak yexXaTh.

— Torpa Bo3Bpalaiicsa K philjapsm.

— ¢ Tak u cobupasncs caenath.

«Ho moyemy THI TOBOPHUIIb 00 3TOM?»

KeitpxaH IepeBOIMII B3TTIAL C IMIEPATPHIE Ha FoxaHHeca, CIIOBHO HEPBHUYAA.
— Mory s BEepHYThCS K PHILIApsm?

— [la, mpoiy Bac.

OH IIOMPOIAJICS C UMIIepaTPuIled U KelipxaHoM, 1, IOBOPAYUBASICh K HUM CIIMHOM, YBUIEI KOe-uTo.
Ha nure KeiipxaHa 0Tpa3uioch ssBHOE 00IeTYeHue.

«4rto? Tebe HACTOIBKO HE HPABUTCS, YTO ST HAX0XKYCh PSAIOM C UMIepaTpulieir? Ho TH Bemb He
WCIBITHIBAEIb HEHABUCTY HYU KO MHe, HU K Hedl. Ho He xouelnb, 4ToOw M 6biTu psigmoM? ...Heyxenu,
peBHOCTH? [la OGBITH TAKOTO HEe MOXKeT. HacKOIbKO KaIKUM HOIKEH OBITh UMIIEPATOP, ECIIU PEBHYET
MMIepaTpUILy, KOTOpasi IPOCTO pa3roBapuBaeT C APYTUM YeJIOBEKOM?»

IOymas 06 aToMm, MoxaHHeC BepHYJICS B Ka3apMbl PHIIapei.



kxckokk

Ha cnepyromuu genps Onuana [Ipaye noceTtusa 3geinuc BO BpeMs YaelluTu .
— ...JloOpLIii IEeHE.
— IIpusATHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS C BAMM, MUCC JJIHaHa.

Opennuc oORYHO TPOBOAKIIA BPEMS 3a YaeM B Cafly, HO CETOMHS OHA I03BaJia JJIMaHy B CBOIO
rocturyio. Y Korfa oHa ycibimana oT MoxaHHeca, YTo ero MiafuIeil cecTpe HeKOM(pOPTHO C
IPYTHMU JTIIONBMH, TO OCTaBUJIa noxjie cebst ToNbKo ogHy dpeinuny. KpoMe Toro, oHa maxe
3aMeHUIIa PHIaps U3 COMPOBOXKIEHUS Ha capa [Ipade, 3aboTsack 00 dnuane. U Bcé ke el OBIIO0
HEJIOBKO PSIIOM C DIEJIINC, TO3TOMY OHa HEPEUTUTEIHHO IIPUCETIa.

— { monpocuna Bac IPUUTHU CIOfa, IOTOMY YTO XOTeJla KOe-4TO y BaC CIIPOCHUTE.
— Cnpocuth? — 0TBeTUIIA JJIMaHa TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

OHa crBIIIaza, YTO 3TO OBUIO YTO-TO O KHUTAX. JuaHa 6eCIOKOUIIach, YTO UMIIepaTpUIla CKaXkeT el,
YTO OHA YUTAET CTPAHHbIE KHUTH.

«Orenn TOBOpPHUII 00 3TOM MHOTO pa3, II03TOMY, BO3MO2KHO, UMII€EPATPHUIla XOYET CKAa3aTh TO XKe
CcaMoe».

Ho uMmmneparpulia focTaia KHUTY U3 SIIAKA CTOJA U MIPOTSAHYJa e€ JnuaHe.
— $1 He MOHMMAIO, YTO O3HAYAET 3TO IPEIJIOKEeHHe.

Kuura Obiyia BBOOHOM, T03TOMY OBIzia He 0c000 CI0XKHOM. JNTMaHa yKe YCBOUIa e€ cofepKaHue.
Korpma oHa 06BsICHUII BCE, UTO 3HA/IA, UMIIEPATPUIlA, CBEPKHYB Tlla3aMu, 00pYIIiiIa Ha HEE LIKBa
BOIIPOCOB. B KHUTe He OBIIO TOMETOK, HO OHA 3alKcajia OTAEeIbHO BCE, YTO €€ HMHTePeCcoBalio.

— ... Tak 4TO U3BECTHO, 4TO 00JIE3Hb [TEPENAeTCs OT Yell0OBeKa K YeJIOBEKY.
— Ho miopsim ke Heb3sl 3alIPeTUTh XOOUTh. [TloyeMy 60/1e3Hb TepejaeTcs OT YelI0BeKa K YeTI0BEKY?
— Iymato, moToMy 4To GONTBHOM YeI0BEK 3apakaeT IPYroro, He 0CO3HaBasi 3TOTO.

— U kak nepenaércs 6071€3HB?..



— Kro 31aert. Ho, s mymato, 4TO OHa MOXKET 3apazkaTh He TOIbKO JI0Oel, HO U XKUBOTHHIX.
— 2KMBOTHEIX TOXKE?

OTH [BOE MPOMOJIKUIIA CBOIO TOPSIYYI0 JUCKYCCHIO O TOM, UTO 00BsICHUIA JmraHa. CMOTPS Ha 3TO,
HMoxaHHeC HOHATHS He UMeJI, KaKoe BEIpaKeHHe JIMIa eMy CIIefyeT chenaTs. OH BIEpBEe BUAET,
yTOORI €T0 MJIaIIasi CeCTPa TaK MHOTO rOBOpPHiIa. OYeBHUAHO, YTO 3TO OLIIO XOPOIIIO, HO TEMOU ObIIH
00JIe3HU T0Nen.

— YuuTteIBas, 4To 1"p060BHJ;I/IK yMeD IIEPBEIM, TO IIEPEHOCYUKOM 0oJ1e3HN MOTYT OBITH TPVIIHIL.

A Temeps emmé u Tpynbl. OH 3a/iaBasics BOIIPOCOM, Pa3Be 00 3TOM HOJIKHEI OBLIM Pa3roBapuBaTh
MMIIepaTpulla, KOTOpasi HacjaXk/arach ClIafKUM MENOBEIM MECSIIEM, U €T0 CeCTpa, KOTopasi eIe
maxe He meGroTupoBana. U Bce xe MoxaHHecC UCIBITAN 00IerYeHre OT TOTO, YTO DIMaHa C KEM-TO
pasroBapuBaa, a He CHOesla B KOMHATe U YuTala KHUTY B OMUHOYECTRE.

— OT XUBOTHHIX [I0 TPYIIOB. OTO 3HAYUT, YTO OHU [azKe MOTYT HE OCO3HABATh, UTO 3apaxkKaroTcs, HO
Kak?..

— He yBepeHa, BO3MOXKHO, ITPOCTO M3-3a MPUKOCHOBEHHUS UIN HAX0XKIEHUS PSIOOM, UK U TO, U
apyroe. OTO BCETO JIUIIb MOe MIPE/IoIoKeH e,

Ouu gomnro Ppa3roBapuBajii 1 B KOHIIE€ KOHIIOB IIOY2KWHAJIX BMECTE. HoxaHHecC Toxe ObIJI C HUMU.
JlexaH TOXKe X0Tel l'IprITPI, HO JOeNIiC OTKa3asach, IIOTOMY 4TO JnuaHe ObII0 OB HeKOM(l)OpTHO.

— Bpewms mpomeTesno Tak OBICTPO.
— ...He 3Hato, momora st BaM UJu HET.

— BhI MHE paccKa3aid MHOTO HHTepecHoro. Eciu Mucc dnuaHa He MPOTUB, MOXKET OBITh BHI IIPUIETE
eme?

— Ila, ¢ pamocCThio!

OnuaHa CHadala OTBETHIIA, @ II0TOM IIOCMOTpesia Ha MoxaHHeca. OHU YK€ JOTOBOPUIIACH, IOITOMY
OH KHBHYJI, TaK KaK OH He BO3paxaJl MPOTUB BCTPeY CBOEH CEeCTPHl M UMIepaTpHIlEl. X oTell, ckopee
BCET0, JacT BOJII0 CBOEMY BOOOPazKeHHUI0, HO TJIaBHOE, YTOOH MM CaMMM HPaBUJIOCh. MoxaHHEC
moyMaJl, YTO pafii eIUHCTBEHHON CECTPHl CMOXKET OCTAaHOBUTH €T0.

— Torma Korma MHe MOXKHO ITpHUeXaTh?



— 3aBTpa, €C/IH Bhl HE NIPOTHUB!
— Torpa yBupuMcs 3aBTpa! Mory g npuexats yTpom?
— Byny pana Bac BupeTh B J1t000e BpeMs!

HMoxaHHeC BMeIIancs 0 TOT0, KaK MeX[y HIMH Pa3rOpesiCs Pa3roBop, KOTOPHIH YK€ HeJIerKo 6ymeT
O0CTaHOBUTL. HaYe, eclii 0CTaBUTh BCE, KaK €CTh, UX MPUTJIACIT OCTAaThCS Ha HOYBb BO ABOPIIE.

— OnuaHa, Tebe yxKe mopa, moromy uto Ero Benuuectso xkaét E€ BenuuecTso.

SnuaHa mocMoTpena Ha MoxaHHeca HEMHOTO pa304apoBaHHO, HO BCE JKe BCTasa, YCIIBIIAB IIPo
UMIIepaTopa.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, yBUAUMCS 3aBTpa YTPOM.
— f noxgBe3y Tebs o gopore Ha paboTy.

— Xopo11I0, C HETEPIIEHUEM XKy Halllell BCTPEYH.
— Jla!

Ero cecTpa, KoTOpas HUKOIa He obpalllajsia BHUMaHue Ha OKPYKAIOIINX, ITPOHUKIIACh K KOMY-TO
cuMmaTueii. [ToaTomy ecnu OBl OH He CKa3aJl, YTO MIOMIBE3ET e€ II0 lopore Ha pabdoTy, TO OHa MOTJia
OBl TOKUHYTH OCOOHSK Ha paccBeTe.

«3JTO TaK MUJIO».

OnuaHa BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATH ¥ HallpaBUJIach K 9KUIaXKy B COPOBOXKAEHUHU CITyTH.
— BrI 61 TOXKE MOTJIM yeXaTh BMECTE C MUCC JIMaHOM.

— Her, ceropmus g Bai ackopT. Emié octanoch BpeMs g0 KOHIIa MOEX CMEHH.

— Ho MmeHs Bcé paBHO 6€CIIOKOUT, YTO MUCC J/IMaHa ye3XkKaeT OgHa, MOXKeT 5 IPOCTO MOUAY K
Jlexany?

— He =Hagmo.



dpmennuc cKasala, YTO C Hel BCE OymeT B mopsifike, HO MoxaHHEC He MOT OTIIYCTUTE eit ogHy. OH He
MOT OTPHUIaTh, YTO OHU IIPEKPACHO IIPOBEJIU BPeMS CO ero cecTpoi. MoxaHHEC BIIEpBLIE BUMET
OnuaHy TakKou. BO3MOXKHO, OH BUIE/ €€ TaKOW PafloCTHOM B IeTCTBE, HO HE MOT BCIIOMHUTBL 00 3TOM.

— Bamre BenndecTBo.

— [Ia?

— Cnacu0o0, 4TO ITPOBEIN CETOOHS BpeMs C JTMaHOM.

— JTO 5 mOoIXKHA Bac mobmaromapuTh! To OB 0YEHb IO3HABATEIbHEIM M 3aMeYaTeIbHEINA JTeHb!

Y Hero 6oJesio ceppe u3-3a TOro, YTO B CBETCKOM O0OIIECTBE O €T'0 MUJION CECTPEHKE XOMUITH
HeJIUIEeNPUATHEE CITyxu. Ho Temeps y Heé€ Majio Toro, 4To MOsSBUIach coO0eCeqHNIA, Tak eIlé U cama
uMIepaTpuia. Ternepb Apyrue He CMOTYT TOBOPUTD O HeW 1MI0X0. TOIhKO €CTM He CTaHeT U3BEeCTHA
TeMa ux 6ecen. Ho ¢ 9TUM OH CMOXKET CIIPABUTHCSI CBOUMH CHUJIAMHU.

— Ha camomM pene 9nraHa 4YWTaeT MHOTO HEOOBIYHBIX KHUT, IIO3TOMY OHa HU C KEM He OGH.I&GTC?[.
— OHa HEMHOTO YHUKaAJIbHAs. Ho a pana, 94TO MHE€ €CThb C KEM IIOTOBOPHUTE.

— Bnaronapfo Bac 3a Baiy cioBa. OHa eIl He JIe6IOTI/Ip0BaHa, 1 51 6ECIIOKOUJICS O TOM, 4YTO B
CBETCKOM 0OIIIeCcTBe 0 Hel YZXKe IIJI0X0 T'OBOPAT.

— Bcé B nopspake, moToMy 4To 000 MHE TOXKe XOAWIM IJIOXHE CIIyXU. S CMOTY 9TO OCTaHOBUTE.

006 uMnepaTpulle XOOUIK CIIyXU O TOM, UTO OHA IIPHBEJIa B CBOIO CIIAJIbHIO IOHOTO CHyTY. ...KoTOpHIi
OKa3aJICsl UMIIEPATOPOM.

— B&I coenaeTe 3TO O Moen CECTDPHI...

— XoTs y Hac HebGobIIas pa3Hulla B BO3pacTe, OHA MHE HPABUTCS, 5T CUMTAI0 €€ CBOEH MOIPYToM 1
MIIafed ceCTpeHKa.

— Pa3 takum 06pa3oMm s CTaj BalIuM OpPaToM, S XO04Uy IPUHECTH BaM KIIATBY.

Korga Onuana Ovina peGEHKOM, TO MHOT'0 00Jiefia M He MOTJIa BEIXOAUTH Ha Y/IUIY, TI0O9TOMY,
IIPUKOBaHHAas K KPOBaTH, OHa yBJIeKjach uTeHrueM. Ho eii Obis10 oguHOKO 6e3 mpy3eli. Y mepBhIii ApyT
ero MJIafIe# cecTphl OBITT OUeHb HOPOT st MoxaHHeca.

— Ecnu KT0-TO HAIIPaBUT Ha BaC M€Y, 4 CTaHy BalllUM IITUTOM.



— OTO meHCTBUTEIbHO 00HAMEKWBAET, BeOb BEl KOMAHOWP UMIIEPCKUX pPhILapest!
VimmepaTpuiia yneiOHyIach ¥ MOMHSIA BBEPX OOJIBIION ITasell.

— 5 KIAHYCh BaM He KaK KOMaHIUp UMIIEPCKUX pHIapei, a Kak Moxarzec [Ipaue, KOTOPHI
BIIOCJIE[ICTBUU CTaHeT repuorom IIpaue.
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