Hoxannec I[Tpaue. YenoBek ¢ YEPHLIMHM BOJIOCAMHU ¥ KPACHEIMU TJla3aMU, KOTOPBIHM YKpall cepala
apUCTOKPaTOK. Celiyac CaMbIMM IIOMYISIPHBIME KeJIaHUSIMU CPeIy He3aMyKHUX 071arOPOIHBIX JIeOu
OBLTIM BOWTH B UMIIEPATOPCKUY OBOPEIl UK CTaTh OyAyIen repioruuen [Tpaye.

OmHaKo UMIIEpaTop CAesall UMIepaTpUIel YeloBeKa, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO HUKOTHA He CJIBIIIA, U
3asBUJI, YTO HE HYXKOAeTCs B HANOXKHUIAX. KpoMe Toro, BOKpyT BCeobIero KyMupa, HacjiemHuKa
repuora IIpade, He ObIIO HU €IUHOM CIJIETHH 00 OTHOIIEHUSX C XKEHIIUHAMH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH
PELIUTENIbHO IIPOBOAMIT YEPTY.

«He MOTy 1OBEpUTE, YTO TAKOW YEJIOBEK BITIOOJIEH B CBATYIO».

Openmnuc BIEepBLE YBUIeNa HaclenHukKa repora [Ipade muyHo. [T0CKONBKY OH OBUT OMHUM U3
MMIIEPCKUX PhIllapel, To ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO CTydaeB, KOTfa OH MOT 00MeHSThCS IPUBETCTBUSIMHU C
Spennuc, HO HU OMH U3 HUX He yBeHuasncs ycnexoM. Korga JlexaH 0o aToro ycTpous 60 B
TPEHUPOBOYHOM 3aJle, OHa ero He MOrjla BULETh, II0OTOMY 4TO c3p [Ipade oTCyTCTBOBAIL.

«...He MOXKeT Xe cerogHs 4To-TO IIPOU30UTH, Befb TaK? CBATas XKe ye3xKaeT».

Haxe ecnu cap IIpayde ObIT IeHCTBUTEIHLHO BTOPOCTENIEHHBIM IepO€EM, TJIaBHOM TepouHu He OyeT.
Tak 4To He MOX0xKe OBIJI0, YTO JOJIKHO IIPOU3OUTHU YTO-TO CEPLE3HOE. BCE-Taku OH OBIN TT1aBOM
MMIIEPCKUX pPhIllapel, HO He 1oxoxke Ov110, 4To ¢3p [Ipaue HaMepeBacs yOUTL UMIIEPATPHILY.

Opennuc ycrtaBunack Ha Hero. Korma cap IIpade, pasroBapuBaroIiuil CO CBATOM, BCTPETUIICS C Hel
B3TJIIOM, TO TOCIIEIITHO IIOIPUBETCTBOBAN €. Korma 9aennuc, CMyTUBIINCH, MaXxHYyJa PYKOH,
HaCJeJHUK replora CHOBa COCPeNOTOUYMIICS Ha CBATOM, CTOSBIIEU [1epel HUM.

— B mo6oe BpeMs...

— CxKopo CHOBa...

OHa 1710X0 CHIBIIIaja, 0 Y4eM OHU TOBOPHIIM, IIOTOMY YTO T€ CTOSIJIM fajieKo OT Heé. 3aTeM, Korfa BCs
neneranus u3 CBSIeHHON UMIlepun Obljla TOTOBA, CBSITas 3abpaiack B KapeTy C IIOMOIIbIO Capa
[Tpaye. YBumeB OBYX JTI0fIeH, KOTOPHIE BRITJISIIEHN TaK MUJIO, CJIOBHO OBITTM BTIOOIEHHOM TAPOYKOH,
Spennuc mogyMasa, YTo IMpeanoysa Obl, YTOOH y CBSITOM CII0KUIIOCH C C3poM [Ipaue.

«Hy, 9T0 yXe He UMeeT 3HaUeHHs, IOTOMY YTO CBSITasl BCE PaBHO ye3xkaeT!»

Openmnuc, rAg0s Ha TO, KakK CBATAs ye3XkKaeT, TIOYyBCTBOBaJjIa JIETKOCTh Ha fayiie. Korma oHM 0ThEXau
1 KapeTy CO CBSITOM yXKe He ObIJIO BUAHO, c3p [Ipade momoién K duennuc u Jlexany.

— IlpuBetcTByI0, Bame Bemuuectso. Hoxarrec IIpaue, raBa HMIEPCKUX PHIAPEL.



— IpusetcTByio, cap [Ipavye, — KuBHYI JlexaH, IPUHUMAas €r0 MPUBETCTBHUE.

— Tlpomio y:ke MHOTO BpeMeHHU C TeX 1op, Kak E€ BenuuecTBo mpubriia BO IBOPEL], IPUHOITY CBOU
M3BUHEHMS, YTO IIPUBETCTBYIO BaC TOJIBKO ceildac.

— Hwuyero crpamursoro, g pajia ¢ BaMu II03HAaKOMUTHCS laXke celyac.

— 4 maBHO XOTeJ I0300POBATHCH...

Cop [Tpaue B3risHY Ha JIexaHa. ITOT B3TJISA BCE 0OBSICHS O€3 CIIOB.

«Jlexan €My He II03BOJIUII».

XoTs 370 JlexaH He faJl eMy NPUGIU3UTHCSA K Hell, I04eMy-TO CMyIleHa Oblia Jmesuc.

— Hapetocs, BuneTh Bac gaiie B OynyiieM, cap [Ipade.

— 3aueM Tebe ero BUAETh Halle? — cpa3y ke oTKa3as JlexaH.

OH yXKe yCTaJl OT TPEX 9CKOPT-PHIapei JfeNnnnuc, KOTophble IIOCTOSHHO OBIIA PSAOM C Hel, TI03TOMY
He TOpes XelaHueM, 4ToOwl cap [Ipayde mprucoenuHsICS K HUM. PaHbliile JIexaH CUMTal, YTO JTydlle
IOBEPUTH OXpaHy dmuemnnuc capy [Ipaye, KOTOPHIY CIIaBUJICS CBOMMHU aKKYPaTHBIMU OTHOILIEHUSIMHU C
XKeHmrHaMu, yeM Qaccucy. [laxe cerdyac ero MBICJIA He U3MEHUIIUCE, HO YBU[IEB, KaK TOT BEOET
ce0s Co CBSITOM, OH MOAYMaJl, UYTO He CMOXKET pPacciabuThCs ¥ YyBCTBOBATh KOMGOPT, KakK OBIIO [0
3TOTO.

— Barre Benn4yecTBo, €ClIU BEI 6yneTe TakK T'OBOPHUTE, TO Eé BemuuecTBO HMIIEpAaTpUIla CKOPO YCTAHET
OT BacC.

—...49710?

OT HeoXMOAHHHIX CJIOB c3pa [Ipade JlexaH pacTepscs U He HAIIEJ, YTO OTBeTUTh. Ho HacmemHUK
repriora IMpoaoIKuII, KaK HU B 4YEM He ORIBAJIO.

— f moHuMaro, 4To PaHbIIEe Ero BemndecTBO He UMeJI OTHOIIEHHUM C KEeHIIMHaMU.

— HoxaH.

— YucThl JIYH.IOfI " TeJIOM, KaK CBSIIEHHHUK.



— Hoxanzec [Ipaue!

JIumo JlexaHa clieTKa IIOKpPacHeso, CJIOBHO eMy OBIIIO CTHIIHO.

— 4 cneiman, 4To MYZXK4YHWHBI, KOTOPHIE IIEITAIOTCA OTPAHNYNBATE, COBCEM HE IIPUBJIEKATEJILHEI.

— Pa3Be THI He TaKou XKe, Kak 5?

— f oTmycTHI €€.

Cap IIpaue Gpocusn B3TJISA B TY CTOPOHY, Kyfla yexajia KapeTa CBSITOM, a 3aTeM CHOBA ITOBEPHYJICS.

— ... B OBOE, KaxkeTcst, 0UeHb OIU3KH.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MBI BMECTE OBLITH Ha T'paHu MEeXIYy XKU3HBIO 1 CMEPTEIO.

Coap [Ipaue noneiTancs moJI0XKUTh pyKy JlexaHy Ha medo. [I0CKOIbKY OH BHITTISAeN 4yTh HuKe 180
CM, [I09TOMY, Ka3ajoch, 4To capy [Ipade JOBONBHO TPYIHO 00JIOKOTUTHCA Ha JlexaHa, y KOTOPOTro
pocT 6b1 mouTu 190 cM. JIexaH yCMEXHYIICS ¥ IIOJIOXKHUT PYKY eMy Ha I1JIedo.

IIBa KpacUBHIX MYKUMHB TaK OIM3KO OPYT K OPYTY, DAEJIIUC MOTJIa II0YYBCTBOBATh, KaK TOPHUYHEIE
6e33By4yHO KpuyaT. JIexaH ObIJT KpacaBIeM, KOTOPEIM MHOTO€ TIEPEKUIT 3a TO BPEMSI, KOTOPOE IIPOBET
Ha apeHe. B To BpeMs Kak y capa [Ipade GbII0 TUII0 HCTUHHOTO apUCTOKPATa, BEOb OH, KaK YeJIOBEK,
POXKMIEHHHINM B TePIIOrCKON ceMbe, He 3HaJl, YTO TaKoe TPyAHOCTU. CoyeTaHUe ABYX KPACUBBIX
MYXKYUH C Pa3HOU aypoii OBII0 MOMCTUHE 3(D()EKTHEIM.

— M4l He HACTOIBKO OJIM3KHY.

— Hy, MBI 3HAKOMEI y2K€ MHOTO JIeT.

— HecMmoTpst Ha 3TO, MBI HE 0CO00 OJIU3KH.

— VX THI, 1 0eUCTBUTEIbHO paccTpoeH. KelipxaH, Thl U3MEHUJICS C TeX II0P, KaK KeHUCs!

CoBceM HeflaBHO JfieJIIiC CIIbIIana, Kak JlexaH HasBan capa IIpade «HoxaH». A B 9TOT pa3 pHIaph
3aMpPOCTO Ha3BaJl UMIIEPATOPA 10 UMEHH. D[IeJIINC MOHSIa, YTO 9TH MBOe OLIIA NeHCTBUTEILHO
6nu3ku. OHa myMaiia, 4To JlexaH BCE 3TO BpeMs OBIJT OMMHOK, HO IT0OKa €€ He OBIIO0 PSAIOM, OH 3aBET
npy3ed. B KakoM-TO CMBICITEe 9TO GBIJIO €CTECTBEHHO ¥ XOPOIIO A7 JIexaHa, HO MOYeMY-TO JIEeJIIuC
CTaJIo TPYCTHO.

— Bo3moxkHo, 51 3Hat o Kelipxane 6oinbie, yeM E€ BennuecTso.



Coap IIpaye MOHS, YTO TOBOPHUJII CTUIITKOM HETPUHYKIEHHO B MPUCYTCTBUM APYruxX. OH OTKAIIISIICS,
CHOBA MPHHSJI CEPbE3HBIN BUJ U 3arOBOPUIT 00JIee TIOUTUTEIIBHO.

— ...Torma pacckaxeTe MHe I103:Ke, — OTBETUJIA eEMY OJEeJIIIUC.

— 41 cam Tebe Bcé PaCCKaxy, — IIOCIIEIIHO BMeIIaJICA JlexaH.

Ho cap [Ipaue HeOPEKHO TPOUTHOPUPOBAT €TO.

— Ecnu E€ BenmnuecTBO MPOCUT MeHS JIMYHO, MOTY JI 51 pacCKa3aTh TEMHbIE UCTOPHH 00 Ero
BenuuectBe?

— [IpocTo rosopu yxe.

Cap IIpaue, nepeurpriBas, IPUTBOPUIICS HAIyTaHHBIM. YBUIEB 3TO, DOEJJIUC YIILIOHYIAch U
IIPUKpHLIA JIMLO BeepoM, HO He CMOTJIa CKPHITh CMEX.

— H3paneka BBl KaXXeTeCh APYTOU.

— B-BOT KaK? — oTBeTuUNIa JOEJIUC, C TPYAOM ciepkuBas cMmex. Ho B e€ ronoce Obiyia CIIbIIIHA
yIbIOKa.

— IIpopmomnKal CMOTpPETh Ha He€ u3faneka, — IpoBopyal JlexaH.

— 3JT0 yXKe cIumKoM, — c3p IIpade nokauasn ronosoi. — Torga s OTCTYINO, TOTOMY 4TO 60t0ch ETo
Bennuectsa.

— YBupguMcs mos:xe.

OTpxaB 4ecTsh, C3ap Hpaqe OTCTYIIXJI K PHIAPSAM, KOTOPEIE OXPAHAIIN OEJIeTalluIo, 1 YI.HéJ'I, BO3TI'JIaBJIAA
nX.

— JlexaHn u cap I[Ipaye oueHb OIU3KU.

— ... Bce Tax, kax ckasan HMoxan. Kpome toro, repor [Ipade moggepkaia MeHs, KOrfa 5 Hada
BOCCTaHUe.

Spennuc Ciylialia C UHTEPECOM, €€ T7a3a CUSIH, II03TOMY JlexaH pacCCKa3all HEMHOTI'O HonpoﬁHee.

— I'epuor ITpaye OBII I'71aBOM apUCTOKPATHN U IPEACTABUTEIEM aHTUUMIIEPATOPCKOM (PPaKIINH.



— [la, g chwllana, 4To repoor l'Ipaqe BCE €Ill€ CTOUT BO T'JIaBe dPUCTOKPATOB.

— Ho o= 607IbIIIE HE COCTOMT B aHTHUMIIEPATOPCKOH (PAKIINH, IIOTOMY YTO V¥ MeHS ecTb HMoxaH.

— 4 He 3Haa, 4TO 3TO U3-3a HaClleJHUKa repoora.

Spennuc TOILKO YTO CTajla uMIepaTpuiiei. [Ipolio yxe ceMb JIeT € TeX 0P, KaK OHa IOKKUHYIa
CBeTCKOe 001eCTBO U 3amepiach B moMecThe. Ho Omenmuc cunTana HyKHBIM BHUMATEJILHO CIIyIIaTh
¥ 3alIOMUHATh TaKKe UCTOPUH, YTOOH B OyAyIIeM 3aKPENUTh 3a COO0M MMOI0KEeHNE UMIIEPATPHUIIHL.

«HykHO 1I01103Ke YCTPOUTH YaeTIUTHEY.

[Toka dpemnnuc CTpoua IiaHk Ha Oynyuee, JIexaH MPOJOJIKUI TOBOPUTS.

— 41 Bupen, KaK B TepIiorcTBe MOXUTUIN pebEHKa HU3KOCTATyCTHOTO apPUCTOKPATa, U 3TO OB
HaCJIeTHUK TepIiora.

— ...Hacnepnuk Trepnora BHITIIAOE]I KaK peﬁéHOK HHU3KOCTATyCHOT'O apI/ICTOKpaTa?

— 4 cnipimian, 4To OH cOexar, IIOTOMY YTO HE XOTEeJI YYUTHCA.

9T0 OblsIa COBEPILUIEHHO HEOOBIYHAS UCTOPHS.

— A THI, JIexan?

—Yr0?

— MeHs HHTepecyeT, KakKuM Torga Owl ThI, JIlexaH, a He cap [Ipaue.

Opennuc 3Haa, YTO OH PACCKA3HIBAET € TOIBKO OTAENIbHbIe (PparMeHTH CBOeH Ku3HU. JIexaH
CHUJIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT TOTO ce0si, KOTOPHIHA MOKMHYJI 0COOHSK MHOTO JIeT Ha3af. M mpormio coBceM
HEMHOTO BPeMeHH C TeX IOopP, KaK OHU HeJJaBHO CHOBA BCTPETHUJIMCE.

— Coap [Ipaue, moxoxKe, XOPOIIIO 3HaeT JIexaHa U3 TeX BPeMEH, KOTr[ia MeHs He OBIIO PSIOM.

— Tebe wHTEPECHO?

— Ia.



Korga 9penmnuc 3anHTEpecOBaHHO OTBETHUA, U0 JlexaHa nmokpacHeno. Ero ucrtopus He Oblia
cBeToN umu 3abaBHoM. EMy Hedyero ObIJT0 pacCKa3hiBaTh O TOM BPeMEHHU, KOTHA OH IPOXOMUII
o0y4yeHUe U TPEHUPOBAJICS B apurepuorcrse Jlapkcun. ['0TOBICH K BOCCTaHUIO, OH yOUBa
CTOPOHHMKOB UMIIEpaTOpa ¥ CpazaJcs C IPUXOASIIIUME K HeMy youiitlamu. Ecnu Bcé aTo
O0T(hUILTPOBATH, TO OCTABANIOCH HE TaK MHOTO HCTOPHUM, KOTOPHIe JIexaH MOT el paccKa3aThb. TOIBKO 0O
TOM, KaK OH TyJISJI 110 Cafy BO BpeMs OTAbIXa y apurepuora Jlapkcuaa Uiyl BCTpedasl KOoro-HuOymb.

— WHorma s e30un B lepeBHIO, ¥ KOrHa 5 OTIpaBuiics B CTeMHPEH Ha BOCTOKE, TO YBUOE OOHY
[EBYIIKY.

— I eByuIKy?

— [la, oHa 4yeM-To OBIjyIa MOX0XkKa Ha Te0s, IT03TOMY S HOJIr0 CMOTPETT Ha Hee.

«[ToyeMy TH BHE3aIIHO 3aTOBOPUII 00 3TOM?»

— Ho... Bcé-Taku oHa oT/IMYanach oT Tebs, — JlexaH cO CYACT/IUBLIM JIMIIOM IIOTJIANUII DIEJIIUC 10
meke. — MHe HaMHOT0 0OJIbIlle HPABUTCS BUAETH Te0s TUYHO, YeM AyMaTh U NPeCTaBIAThL Te0s,
KOT'7la BUMHUIIEL KOT0-TO, KTO XOTh HEMHOT'O II0X0X Ha TeO0s.

— M-MHe ToXe...HpaBUTCSI. BMeCTo Toro, 4ToOb 6ECIIOKOUTHCS, KaK y Tebs Mea, ¥ BCIIOMUHATE O
TOM, KaK X0POIII0 OkIJI0, KOTIa MHEI OBITM PaHbIlle BMECTE B OCOOHSKE.

I'maza Jlexana IMIMPOKO PACKPRIIIUCE, IIOTOMY 4TO JIennmc PedKO 4eCTHO BLICKA3hbIBaJla CBOX MEICJIH.
To, 94TO B IIOCIEemHEE BpeMs OHa IBITaJIaCh OTKPHITO ITOKA3BIBATh CBOM YYBCTBA, AEJIalI0 €T0
CYaCTJINBBIM.

— Kpowme Toro, MHe HpaBUTCS OBITH BMECTE Celyac.

3aKOHYMB FOBOPUTH, JIEJIIUC ITIOCMOTPesIa Ha JIexaHa U yIbIOHYIach. YBUIEB €€ TaKOM, OH He CyMeJl
cHepKaTh IEPETOTHIIONINX er0 YYBCTB U KPETIKO O0HSI e€.

— Dnennuc.

— Ja?

— TrI MHE IIpaBOa O4Y€Hb HPaBHUIIIbCA.

JlexaH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOIIEMTAl €i Ha yXO0, 0TYEr0 DIeJTIC TOKPACHEe A, U €r0 MIEIOT
IIPOJOJIKAJICS OO TeX IIOp, IT0Ka OHa He MTOMPOCHIIA €T'0 OCTAHOBHUTHCS.



kkokekk

Spennuc BOCIOIb30Banach TeM, 4To Jlexan BCTpeYaJiCid CO CBOMMHU MUHUCTPAMHU, U HAIIPABUJIACh B
CBOI KaOWHET. Tenepb, KOTr'la OeJjierallii yexaJid, HaCTaJI0O BpeMs BCepBé3 COCPenoTOYHUTECA Ha
TOCyHmapPCTBEHHEIX OejlaX.

Kak TONbKO OHa OTKpHITIA IBePb KabuHeTa, DIesIKuC MPUKPEIIA I1a3a PyKaMy 13-3a OCTIEIHTEeIbHOTO
cBeta. KHura cHoBa 3acusina. Ha ciy4ai, eciu CBET IIPOCOYHUTCS 3a IBEPDh ¥ KOMY-TO ITOKAXKETCS 3TO
CTPaHHBIM, OHA OCTaBHJIA COMPOBOXK/AOIIET0 CHAPYXKHM, CKa3aB XK/AaTh 3a IBEPBIO, U TYT XKe
3aKPHIIACk.

— 4 OTKPEIBAJIa KHUTY BCEI0 HECKOJIBKO OHeW Halaf, HO IMo4YeMy MHE KaXKeTCs, 9TO 3TO OBII0 OABHO?

Opennuc B3siyla KHUTY C TIOJIKU C JIETKUM ceppaleM. Temeps, KOrfa oHa 3Haja, 4To Oyayliee
M3MEHUJIOCh, TO He UCILITHIBala HU OeCIIOKONCTBA, HA TPEBOTU. Y UMIlepaTpUlbl «dpennuc bpumn»
13 KHUTH OBbLJIO Pa30uTO cepplie, HO, K CYaCThio, C HEM 3TOT0 He CITy4unoch. HEHEIHAS Saesinc ¢
HeTepIeHWeM XKMajla, KaKuM xe OymeT Oynyliee.

— MoxeT OBITB, 3TO TIOMOXKeT JIexaHy.

BynmeT 60JBIIMM MTOACIIOPbEM, €CIIM OHA Y3HAET IIEPBOM O TOM, UTO CIIYYUTCST KaKoe-HUOYIb
cruxuiinoe 6encteue. KoHeuHo, nydie, YTOOH 3TOTO HE CITYYUIIOCH.

S[pennuc JIeTKo OTKPhIJIa KHUTY U IIOCMOTpPeEJIa Ha COflepKUMOe Ha IePBOii CTpaHHULIe.

— I';maBHEBIE IIepPpCOHAXKHU, I''taBHbBIE IIEPCOHAXM... Bort oHo.

TTocenHss KOJIOHKA C IJIaBHBIMHU IIepCOHaXkaMu Obla 3amonHeHa. Moxanuec ITpade. BTOpoii ChH
repuora [Ipade. M3-3a cMepTu cTapIiero cbiHa OH CTAHOBUTCS HacinegHuKoM. Cap [Ipade otgan cBoe
cepale CBSTOM, I09TOMY IIOMOTaJl el KaK MOpajbHO, TaK U MaTepuaabHO. OOHAKO, KOTHa OH IOHSAT,
4yTO CcBsITas Bio6eHa B KelipxaHa Jlapkcuma, To mogoep:KuBaeT eé 4yBCTBa.

— Kopoue roBopsi, 0H — BTOPOCTEIEHHEIN TEPCOHAK.

[Tox HuM OBITIO HAIIKMCAHO: « BepHBIN pHIIAPh, ITOCBATUBIINY Ce0sT UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CeMbe».

— TToCKONbKY OH BEPEH UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeEMbe, TO He YObET MEeHS.

Tormga K10?



[Toxoxke, 4To 3a capoM IIpaye MOKHO OBIJIO HE CIIeAuTh. [laxke eciu OBl DOEJIIUC MOMBITAIACh
paccyxkmaTh JIOTUYECKH, OHa 3HaJla CIUIIKOM Majio HHGOPMAIIUU 0 HEM, IT03TOMY ei OBIII0 OB TPYIHO
moragathcesi. [I0aTOMy 3HAHKME O TOM, YTO capa [Ipave MOXKHO OBIJIO UCKITIOUUTh U3 TEX, 3@ KEM HYKHO
CneguTh, ObII0 OOIBIIUM PEe3yIbTaTOM.

— MoxeT OBITB, S CMOTY MOJIYYUTh KaKyI-HUOYOb APYTYI0 WHPOPMAIIHIO. ..

Spennuc Havyala IPOJIMCTHBATh CTPAHUIBI KHUTH OfHY 3a APYron. YToOH MOTy4YuTh HOBYIO
nH(popmanrio. Y Korga oHa OTKphlJIa HeJaBHO N00aBIeHHYIO CTPAHUILY, DEJIINC BHE3AIITHO
TIOMOPIIHIIACS.

— ...Ilouemy THI 3m€CH?
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