— Pa3Be BaM He HeymoOHO paboTaTs?

— Bcé B nmopsgke.

Ha camowm pene, Heymo6HO Ob110 dpenmnc. Ho oHa He Moryia T1eTKOMBICJIEHHO TOBOPUTEL TAKOe Iepef
npyrumu mopbMu. OcoGEHHO IIOTOMY, UTO OHA 3Hasla, Kak Jlexan 6ecrokouTcs u3-3a capa daccuca.
Ecnu Gbl Jmenmuc OTTONIKHYJIA ero B TAKOM CUTYalldH, 3TO IPUYUHUIIO OBl JIexaHy 00JIb.

«ITox0xKe, 4TO OH UMEHHO 3TO UMEJ B BUOYy BU€pPa, TOBOPA O JIefICTBI/IHX>>.

Spennuc ceyac HaxoAuIach B 04eHb TPYIHOM II0JI0KEHHMY, HO OHA PeIlrjia OCTAaBUTh BCE, KAK €CTh.
[ToToMy 4TO OHa peluia AepxkKaThCs OT capa daccuca Ha pacCTOSHUM, YTOOBI OH ITepPecTas TOBOPUTh
et o0peMeHsoIIe e€ CI0Ba.

— Dnennuc.

— Ja?

— T'oBOpUTE CO MHO¥M KaK 0OBIYHO.

— Kaxk o6r14H0 ¢ T00O... C BAMu?

Opnako JlexaH, moxoxe, He cCOOMPAJICS OCTaHABIMBATHCS TOJIBKO Ha TOM, YTO [IepKajl €€ B CBOUX
00BATHSIX. XOTS OH CKa3aJl Pa3rOBOPHUTH C HUM HehOpPMaJIbHO, DIeJIIC He MOTJIa IT03BOIUTh cebe
TaKoe OTHOIIEHWEe K UMIIEPATOPY B IPUCYTCTBUU APYTrUX mofer. OcoOeHHO Korma caM JlexaH
TOBOPUJI C Hell B IOYTHUTEIHHON MaHepe, ApyTre He MOUMYT 9TOT0, €CJIN YBULAT.

— Hy xe.

— H-Ho...

Korma JlexaH mpogoIKua HaCTauBaTh, JOEJIINC IIOCMOTpeNa Ha capa daccuca, KOTOPBIM HaXOOUICS
B TOM K€ KOMHAaTe, UTO U OHU. BCE-Taku OHaA He MOrja 9TO CHenaTh B IPUCYTCTBUU APYTOT0O
yernioBeka. Ho JlexaH He IPUHSI 3TOT0, OH 00XBaTHUJI €€ JIUIIO ¥ IIOBEPHYII K cele.

— He mymaeTe, 4TO BCE B OpSIAKE, pa3 3TO TOBOPHUT BaM CaM UMIIEPATOP? — U OH IIOIeJIOBAI €€
BOJIOCEHI, TIOKA OHA IIPOO0JIZKasia MOJTYaTh. — JEJIIHC.

Korga Msrko 1mo3Bajt e€ mo UMeH!, HaCcTauBaTh Ha CBOEM, OHA IIPOIOJIKUIIA TeP3aThCs B TIIyOuHe
OYIIHN.



— H-He Hapo...nmpoiuy Bac.

JlexaH mocMesics, YBULEB DHOeJUIUC B 3aTPYAHUTENIbHOU cuTyauuu. OHa TUXO IIpolIelnTaia eMy Ha
yXO:

— Kak Hacuer JgeJlaTh TaK, KOI'Ja MBI 6yneM TOJIBKO BJZ[BOéM?

JlexaH kpende oOHAT pesuc, 61uxke npuxkuMas K cebe, 1 YIBIOHYIICS elé mupe. A 3aTeM OH
TIOCMOTPeJI Ha capa daccuca ¥ MOTYEPKHYTO TPOU3HEC, CJIOBHO TOT OJIXKEH OBIIT 3TO BHICITYILIATb.

— ToIbKO MBI BOBOEM.

JIuno Spennuc BCITEIXHYJIO K3-3d JlexaHa, KOTOpBIfI CYaCTIIMBO y'J'IBIGaHCH, roBOpsA 3TO.

— JlexaH, — THXO IIPOTOBOPHIIA OHA, HO OH MPOCTO ITOCMOTPET Ha Heé C JTI000BbIO.

Opennuc Tuxo B3goxHyna. OHa He X0TeNa Tak cebg BeCTU nepeq ApyruMu mogbMu. OfHaKO OOenuc
He CTaJjla OTTaJKUBaTh JIexaHa, IOTOMY YTO OH BEN cebs MMOYTH OOUHAKOBO U Iepef CBITOU, U cedyac
nepen capoM daccucom.

«Torpma s Gbl7a TaK cYacTiIuBa U O1arofapHa JlexaHy 3a TO, UTO OH BCTaJl HAa MOIO CTOPOHY».

Opennuc pemmuia MOCTYIUTh TakxXKe, Kak oH. OgHAKO OHAa HECKOJIBKO pa3 Aépraja pykKaMu, Tak
HUYEro ¥ He chesaB. 3aTeM, PeIIUBIINCh, DOEJIIUC MoleBeauiack. M o0Hsta JlexaHa 3a Ieio.

«Y-yCToKOuCS».

Spennuc, KoTopas Obljla HauMeHee CIIOKOMHBEIM YeJIOBEKOM B KOMHaTe, 3axkKMypuiack. M yepes
HEKOTOPOe BpeMs I1a3a JlexaHa IMMPOKO OTKPHUIUCH. DIEIKNC He MOTJIa O0JIbINe CIepKUBAThCS U
00OHSITa ero emré Kpemnde, 4ToOL OH HE MOT BUJIETh €€ JHUlla.

— H-ny s nougy!

dmesnnuc He BhIIepKajla ero MOJTYaHMs ¥ IOMBLITaIach BCTaTh, HO JIexaH Kpenko mepxai ee. Kak 0wl
OHa HU CTapajach, BHIPBAThCS U3 €T0 PYK OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Kyna Be1 ugete?



— OTmycTuTe MEH4.

— Her.

[laxke ecnu OHa Hayajla CoxXaJjleTh O TOM, 4YTO CHesala, BpeMs HEJIb3s OBIIIO IIOBEPHYTH BCIIATE.
[Toxoxke, 4TO IOennuc crana YYBCTBOBATH cebst cBOOOIHEE TOCTIe TOTO, KaK 06pena AOyIIeBHOEe
CIIOKOMCTBHE M3-3a TOT0, UTO cogepxKaHue KHUTH U3MEHHNIIOCH.

Kakoe-To BpeMs CIIyCTsI OHa ITOBEPHYJIa TOJI0BY, TOTOMY YTO €€ GeCIIOKOU IIPUCTANIbHbIM B3I,
KOTOPHIM JeIuc 4yBCTBOBala, U yBUeNa, UTO Ha Heé cMOTpUT cap Paccuc. Brlyio HeBO3MOXKHO He
3aMEeTUTh eT0 MpadHoe Ju1o. Y oH Ol He TPOCTO MPAaYHEIH, Y HETO OB 0UeHb TPYCTHBIM B3TJISAL.
Opennuc mpullia B JIETKOE 3aMelIaTeNlbCTBO.

«IToyeMy y Hero Takou TPyCTHBIU BUM?»

Xots cap Paccuc mpu3HasCs e B CBOUX YYBCTBAX, M0 CHX IOP 3TO OBIJIO Bcero nuiirk 6pemeneM. OHa
TaK U He CMOTJIa HalTH HY eIMHOM IIPUYKHEI, TI0YeMy OH MOT IOJII0O0UTh €€, T03ToMy myMmana: «Oii,
ma OBITH 3TOTO HE MOXKeT». X0Ts el OBIJI0 JII00O0BITHO, TI0YEMY OHa HpaBuilachk capy ®accucy mo
TaKOU CTEIEeHH, YTO OH JaXKe MOBEPHYJICS CIIMHOM K UMIIepaTopy, JHOesIruC He MOrja Y HEro
CIIDOCHUTE.

«Y4T0, ecny g BBEICITyIIal0 €ro ¥ MPOSIBIII0 HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTL?.. S mpennoysia 66l He CIyIIaTh».

Opnaxo 060, KTO OB yBHAEN NMUI0 c3pa Paccuca, KOTOPHIE Habmogan 3a HUMU ¢ JIexaHOM, He
cMor OBl OTPHIIATh OYEBUIOHOTO: €T0 IMeYajb He Oblyla T0XKbi0. EMy u mpaBia GBII0 TPYCTHO.

<<Hey}KeHI/I €My HACTOJIBKO I'PYCTHO, 9YTO OH CHOeJIall TaKoe TIAI0?»

YBUpeB ero TakuM, cepale JOesjIiC II04eMy-TO clierKa cxaiocbk. OHa HamepeBasach ero
OTTOJIKHYTb, HO HE X0TeJIa, YTOOH ¥ Hero ObIJI0 TaKOe JIUIIO.

«Bcé-Taku He CTOMJIO TaK ce0st BECTH B MPUCYTCTBUM OPYTUX JTIOOEH».

Korpa k e€ cTeiny no6aBuiock MpadHoe JU1o capa Paccuca, €€ coxaleHne CTaHOBUIIOCH BCE
Oosnblie.

— ...Ilpoury mpouieHus, HaCTaa0 BPeMs AJisT CMEHBI 3CKOPTa, — CKa3aJl PHIaph ¥ MOKWHYJ CBOE
MECTO.

IIo CMEHEI 0CTABAJIOCH e1Ile 0KOJI0 Yaca. XOTs OH HUYEero He cKasasl, ObIJI0 0YeBHIHO, I0YeMY OH
YXOOUT. DIeJIHC BCE elllé He MOTJIa 3a0nITh TTa3a capa daccuca, U3 KOTOPHIX, KAa3aioch, B TH000MH
MOMEHT MOTJIX IIOJIUTHCS CIIE3HI.



— Tebs 3T0 6eCcrIoKouT?

— Ila, KOHEYHO, — OTBETHUJIa JMEJIIUC, YYBCTBYS Ce0sT BUHOBATOM.

OHa myMalia TOYHO Tak e, Kak JIexaH, 4TO KaK XKeHaTas I1apa OHU MOTYT B ONIpefieIEHHOMN CTeleHu
BBIpaxkaTh J1I000Bb APYT K Apyry. Ho 3mennuc He 3Hana, 4To cap Paccuc Tak oTpearupyer, yBUIEB
3TO.

— Ho ¢ atum HUYero Henb3d nopenatb. OH He MOXKET U faJiblile IPOAOKAaTh UCIILITHBATE K Tebe
YyBCTBA.

— JTO TaK, HO...

— Ecnu 651 Ha KapTy He Oblna ImocTaByieHa TBOsS 6e301acHOCTh, TO OH ObI He OT[IeJIaICs BPEMEHHBIM
OTCTPaHEHHEM OT PA0OTHI, a JIUIIUIICS TOJIOBHL.

—Yr0?

— OH 1mocMeJs TOBOPUTD TaK0e B MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUH, Pa3Be 3TO He 3HAYUT, UTO OH IIBITAETCS MEHS
o0MaHyTh?

Spennuc packprija poT ¥ He MOTJIa ero 3aKphITh. JIexaH MOCMOTPe Ha e€ T'yOBl. Jeuc,
IIOYYBCTBOBAB €I'0 MPUCTaIbHBIN B3TJIA/, 3aKphljla POT U CXKaJjia r'yOkL.

— Ho aTo Takoe oOneryenue.

— Y-yT0?

— Bepman ®accuc ckasai, 4TO YHOET HOOPOBOIBHO, TPEXKIe YeM S BHILIBHIPHYI €ro MpoYb. Pa3Be TH
Obl He yaenuiia eMy 00Jblile BHUMAHUS, €CJIU OBl S €T0 BRITHAI?

— ...JTO TaK.

Eé Bcé emé 6ecrmokKouiIo MpayHoe BeIpaxkeHue nuila copa daccuca, HO ecyiu OBl ero BHITHATIH. ..

SI[GHI/IC IOrpy3uiiaCh B Pa3AyMbBAd C JIETKUM YYBCTBOM BHHEI, HO O9YHYJIACh OT CJIOB JlexaHa.

— Kak monro Tel cobupaelbCst psiioM CO CBOMM MYXKEM OyMaTh O OPYrOM MYKUYUHE?



— ¢ He gyMasa o IpyroM MyxK4uHe!

Korga Opennuc 3amaHuKOBaja 4 CTalla OTPUIATE 9TO, JIexaH pajjoCTHO PacCMeSsIIC.

— A, Tak TH He iymMalia 0 HeM?

— Bcé me Tax!..

Ho ato xe 0vl110 COBEPIIEHHO HOPMAJIBHO U 00BIYHO, 0ECIIOKOUTHCS O YEJIOBEKEe B IJIOXOM COCTOSTHUH.
Hukorpga He CTaBb HAUKOT'O BEIIIIE CBOETO CyIlpyra u He CTpOfI OTHOILIEHUSA C OPYyTUMHA...

«Jla 9TO Ke TO, 4TO CHesiaja UMIIepPaTop U3 KHUTHU!»

[TogymaB 06 3TOM, dmeuc cTajna 6ojiee yBepeHHOH B cebe.

— IlpekpaTu menaTh TakKue BBOASIINE B 3a0/TyKIeHne KOMMeHTapuu!

Ho Jlexan He coOupascs coaBaThCs TaK JIETKO.

— Torpma pa3Be Tebe He HYKHO IIPOCTO ITepecTaTh JyMaTb 0 HEM?

— He genatt aToro, — JlexaH, Kak 00BIYHO, ITOTIaAUIT BOJIOCH Jaemuc. — Y Tebsi He XBaTUT BPEMEHU
nyMaTh 000 MHe.

— BoT kak? — nmpo6opMoTasna Jmenuc, TOKPacHEeB, U OTBeJla I'/1a3a, Korga JlexaH yCTaBUIICS Ha Hee.

— 4 BoT gymato o Tebe. MHe maxe Xallb TPAaTUTh BpeMs Ha paboTy.

— ...YUTo OymeT, ecnu umnepatop 6ymeT Tak ce6s BeCTH?

— { cnpllan, 4To ¢ He3almaMsATHRIX BpF)MéH OBIJIO MHOTO CIIy4deB, KOT'Id MY2KYHWHEBI M3-3d
OOEPXKUMOCTH XKEHINNHAMUA PA3PYIIAJIA IieJIbie CTPAHEI.

Ona Onlta pacCTepsiHa U He MOT'JIa IIOHATH, YTO OH 3THM XOYET CKa3aThb.

«OmepXKUMOCTD XKeHIMHaMU? CKOJIBKO HAJIOXKHUIL Thl COOUPAEIILCS ITPUBECTH?. . »



B mpournoM 9penmuc XxoTena KUTh CIIOBHO MEPTBast 4O MOSIBJIEHUS CBSATOM, TI03TOMY ObIJIa He IPOTUB
HaJIOXKHMUII.

«KoneuHo, Ha caMoM [ieie g He cobupanach yMUPaTh».

[TockoIBKY OHA y2Ke BOIIIa BO ABOPEL], DMEJIIUC X0Tella CIPSITaThCs CPefy OPyrux keHmuH. Kak
mepeBo B ecy. Ho Teneps el He HPABUJIMCh MBIC/IH O ITPUXOJe APYTUX HAJIOXKHUII U O CBSITOH.
Omenmuc xoTena, 4To6k! JlexaH MpuHAIekall TONbKO eil. ICTOpUYeCKHu CI0KUIIOCh TaK, YTO He OBIIO
uMIepaTopa 0e3 HamO0KHUI], BTOPOX XKEHHI U JTI000BHUII.

— PaHgi1iie g AOyMaJl, 4YTO 3TO I'JIyIIO, HO TeIePh s UX IIOHKUMalo.

— ...He mymaro, 4T0O 3TO CTOUT MOHKUMATE.

— Ho s mymato, 4To HUYEro CTPAIIHOTO, eCIU 3Ta CTpaHa Oy#eT pa3pylieHa. B moboM ciydae, 3T0
Oblza He MOs CTPaHa.

Ecnu OB XuTenu I/IMHepI/II/I YCIIBIIIAJIA 3TN He6pe}KHO CKa3aHHBIE CJIOBa, OHH OBl OB OYEHBb CHJILHO
YOUBJIEHEI.

— Ho...

— MHe He BaXKHO, Pa3pyIIUTCS CTPaHA WX HET, ST MOT'Y OCTABUTh BCE Hejla YNHOBHUKAM, YTOORI
IIPOBOJIUTH BPeMsi C TOOOI.

—A?

— 41 cran uMnepaTtopoM, YToOH XKEHUTHCS Ha Tebe...

Spmemnnmuc TOIbKO ceidac MOoHsIa, YTO OHAa BCE HEeIIPaBUJIbHO IIOHAIA. Bcé IIOTOMY, UYTO OHA He€ 3Hallq,
4YTO II0[ «OOEPXKUMOCTEIO 2KEHITMHaM1» OH KMEJI 3TO B BUNY.

— Benp MHOTUe NTI00M, HAaIPUMeED, MapKU3bl WU TepLoTy, He paboTaoT, a JIUMIb Pa3BIeKanTCs.
[Toyemy umMnepaTopy HEIb3g?

Bups, kak JlexaH BOpPYUT, DeIUC BCIOMHUIIA eT0 PeOEHKOM U MOTJIafguia ero 1o BojaocaM.

— JlaBali mpoBeEM BMecTe 00Jibille BpeMEHH 103Ke, KOTTla BCE YIISIKeTCs.

— 41 He TTO3BOJII0 OPYTUM JIIOASIM pa3BieKaThcs. ECu s He MOTy TPOBOAUTH BpeMs ¢ T00O0i, TO
OPYTUM TOXe HeNlb3sT OTAbIXaTh.



B KoHIIe KOHIIOB JOeIucC He BBIJEP2KAJIa U paCcCMesaiacCh. JlexaH TOXKe 3aCMesCs, TS Ha Hee.

A 3a pBepbio Paccuc, KOTOPHIU eIe He yIIeNl CMEHSATHCS, IIOTOMY UTO BpeMs elIll€ He IOJOIIIO,
ciyian ux cMex. C BCE elllé MpayHbIM JIUIIOM.

kxkekekk

JlexaH HECKOJIBKO JHEN He BBITyCKall JAeIuC U3 cBoux o0bsaTuii. He TONbKO KOra €€ COmpoBOXKal
cap daccuc, HO u cap Peuigen u cap OeppuH.

— Tebe He 00513aTeILHO [esIaTh 9TO ceryac.

— Tebe HENIOBKO, IOTOMY YTO THl K 3TOMY He IIPUBHIKJIA.

— Jlymato, 4TO Temeph I K 3TOMY IIPUBHIKIIA.

— Pa3 Tak, Torga ycrpauBaics moynoOHee.

— ...4 emé He MPUBHIKIIA.

— Torpma npuUBHIKaM.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, SI[GJIHI/IC Onla BEIHY2K[I€HA CMUPUTHECA C HBIHEITHEe!n CHTyaHHeﬁ, IIOTOMY 4TO
HE3aBHCHMO OT TOr'0, KaKOH BAPHAHT OHaA OBl He BBI6paJ'Ia, OTBET ObIT OIOHH: 00BsaTHs JlexaHa.

A 3aTeM HacTal geHb, KOrfa fejeranuy Hadaau pa3be3xkaThCsa. HeCKOIbKO MOCTIOB y2Ke BEPHYIIUCH K
cebe. [TocneguuMu ObLIM OeneraTh U3 CBsIeHHON VIMIIepuu, ¢ KOTOPEIMU JOEJIUC ObIIO0 OYEHD
HEKOM(OPTHO.

«Ho mocre cerogHsmHero gHs Bcé OyOeT XOPOIIo».

KenmmHa, KotTopasi 6ecriokousa e€ 6oblie Bcero, yesxana. M B 6yayineM cBsiTast He IPUEET B 9Ty
crpany. [Iymas 06 9TOM, Ha cepplle JOeJIUC CTaHOBUIIOCH CIIOKOMHO. Ka3asnocs, Tenepb
eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO 0CTaBaj0Ch, — 3TO HACJIAXKAaThCS CYACTIIMBOM KU3HBIO C UMIIEPAaTOPOM,
KOTOPHIN 100U e€.

— 41 oOrICcKasna Bce uMIepcKue OMOIMOTEeKH, HO TaM He OBIJIO 9TOW KHUTHU. MHe OYeHb XKallb.



— Brl roBopuTe 0 «KHUTE, KOTOpAs MOKA3bIBaeT Oyayuiee»? OTo Oblyia 0YeHb HHTEPECHAS UCTOPHUS.

— Ecnu BH HaliéTe eé B OymyleM, JaiTe, oxasnyicra, MHe 3HaTh 00 9ToM. 4 OBl X0Teja eé
U3YYUTE.

— Xopot1to.

«OH HUKOTa He CBAXKeTCS ¢ ToOoM. Ecnu OBl OH XOTEJ, TO yKe cesan Obl 3TO».

CBsiTast BEIKHUOAIONIE CMOTpela Ha JIexaHa, HO OH TOBOPHUT C HEH MOHOTOHHBEIM I'0JI0COM. TOYHO
TAKUM XK€ B KHUTe UMIIePaTOp Pa3roBapuBall C JOEJInC.

— Cmacu6o0, 4To 671arocI0BUIN Hall Opak.

— ...He 3a uTo.

Spennuc, YBUOEB, KaK CBATAA C COXKaJIEHuEM o60pan/IBaeTcs{, CMOTJIa IMO-HAaCTOAIIeMYy paCCHaGI/ITBCH.
OpHako OHa Hayasa IIPpOmAaThCA C PRIIapeM, C KOTOPBIM, BUOHUMO, cONMu3nIIacs.

— Bl yXe ye3xaerte?..

— Ila, s 3aKOHYMIIA CBOIO paboTy, IO3TOMY MHE HYKHO YeXaTh.

— Korpa BeI IpuegeTe B CleAyoLund pa3?

— MoxeT, MHE CKOPO CHOBd YBUOHUMCH.

Kak #u IIOCMOTPH, BHITTIAOEIIO TaK, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO Y MY2KYKWHEI OBLTH YYBCTBaA, IIO3TOMY Spennuc
CTaJIO €T0 XKaJlb.

— JlexaH, KTO 9T0?

— TrI ero pa3Be panbliie He Bupesna? 1o MoxanHec [Ipaye, KoMaHOUD UMIIEPCKUX pPHILlapei.

— [Ipaue?.. 10 XKe repuorckasi cembs?

— [la, oH HaCNeIHUK replora. PaHo MM I030HO OH YUAET, YTOOH BCTATh BO I'JIaBE CEMbH.

Y Spennuc GBIIO HEXOPOIIEe IPeAuyBCTBUE. M3 BEICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHOM CEMbU, UMEET TeCHEIE



OTHOIIIEHUS C UMIIEPATOPCKOX CeMbel, 3HaKOM C TnaBHOU repouHen. Cap [Ipaye gaxe BrIpaxail
coxaJieHue 10 II0BOAY TOTO, YTO CBSITasl ye3xKala.

«IlocnepHuy epcoHax U3 MyCTOX KOJOHKH... [lyMalo, 4TO 3TO OH».
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