Cka3zas 9T0, Jfennuc ImogyMaiaa O ABYX BOSMOXKHOCTAX. HepBoe — IIPpOPO04YeCTBO, O KOTOPOM
PacCCKa3alla CBATafd, OBLITO HEBEPHLBIM. BTOpOG — HeIIPpAaBUJIbHBIMHA OBLITH 3aIIMCH B XpaMe, KOTOPEHIE,
KaK yTBep2XKpaaJjia CBATasdA, HE MOT'JIN omubaTHCS. prr‘I/IMI/I CJIOBaMH, 6ynymee, IIOKa3aHHO€E B KHUTE,
N3MEHHNIIOCE.

«Kak s u gymana, s MOTYy U3MEHUTb OyAyIlee CBOEH CMePTU».

OpHako Jpennuc MOHSITHS He UMesia, Kak e€ IelCTBUS U3MeHuu oynyiee.

«9TO M3-3a TOTO, 4TO 5 Hauuta KHUry? IIpusena Jlexana? Cracna ero? He cTana KaHAUOATKOU B
KOPOJIEBEL?»

Ona Morna [onro ragaTth, HO He OBITIO TAKOTO COOBITHUS, KOTOpPOE€ II0 3HAaYNMOCTHU OBl CPaBHHUIJIOCE CO
CMEPTEIO YeJIOBEKA N3 XPaMOBBIX 3alucei.

«Ho BaxHO TO, 4TO OyOylllee U3MEHUIIOCH>.

Ho 65110 cnuimkoM paHo paccnabnsaTees. IIoToMy 4To BaKHOCTH copa Bepmana ®accuca TOIBKO
BO3pOCIIa, a TOT GaKT, 4TO €€ XKU3HU yrpoxKaja OacHOCTh, COBCeM He U3MeHUNICs. Toraa KTo Xe
yTpoXKaeT e€ KUIHU?

«B xHUTEe MeHs youn JlexaH... Ho 370 He 0H. JlexaH He MOXeT TaK IIOCTYIUTh CO MHOU».

B kHure eé youn umnepartop. Ho ceiiuac JlexaH OblI COBEPIIEHHO OPYTUM YEJIOBEKOM, HE ITOX0XKUM
Ha TOT'0 MMIlepaTopa, KOTOPHIM OT3HIBAJICS O Hel ¢ peHeOpexkeHueM. OT CTPACTHOTO TIOLENYS,
KOTOPHIM OHM 00MEHSIIUCh Ha CBagb0e, MO JTaCKOBOTO B3TJISIAA, KOTOPHIM OH OOBIYHO CMOTPEIT Ha Hee.
[Toatomy, ecnu OyOylee U3MEHUIIOCH, TO, CKOPEe BCETo, OHO CTano «JIexaH He YOLET MEHSI».

— Ho cBsiTasg ckasasna, 9YTO MOS KM3Hb B OITQCHOCTH.

«Ecnu He JlexaH, TO KT0? KTO yrpoxkaeT MOey XXU3HU?».

BEI10 IBa BO3MOXKHBIX BapHaHTa.

«Bo-IIepBHIX, JTIIOMK, KOTOPhIe HAIlAaIX Ha HAC B TOT [IeHb, KOT/Ia S IpHexaia B UMIIePaTOPCKUH
IIBOPEI».

Opennuc eme He ciblana oT JlexaHa, 4T0O OH UX nokMai. Eciu O OH 3T0 cHefal, To y&Ke cKa3as Obl
elt, 4ToOB! OHa ycrnokousnack. Ho, ¢ Ipyroil CTOPOHE!, TO, 4TO JlexaH HAYero He TOBOPUI el, He
O3Hayaso, 4YTO OH UX He MOoUMall.



«H BTOpOE».

Spennuc oTKPHLT 00/I0KKY KHUTH, KOTOPYIO IepKai B pyKax. B pasgerne «BaxHble qeiiCTBYOIINE
nuna», Hapagny ¢ «KeripxanoM Jlapkcupom Kponapaoom», «3menH PeitHen» u «3gennuc bpunn»,
IIyCTOBAJIO €eIll€ OTHO MECTO.

— YT0 9TO0 3a 4YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM eI1l€ He MOSIBUICT?..

Spennuc HEKOTOpOo€ BpeMsa CMOTpPEJIa Ha IIyCTOe MeCTO.

«MoxeT OBITh, 9TOT YEJI0BEK YIPOKAET MOeH KUIHU?»

OH ToXe OB BaXKHHIM IIepCoHaxeM. M pas riiaBHbIM repo, JlexaH, 60rbIle He yrpoxkKas KU3HU
O[euc, 9TO BIOJIHE MOT OBITH YeJIOBEK C IyCTOro MecTa. Ho, K cuacThio, ero MMs eCTh B KHUTe. Kak
TOJIBKO OHO TIOSIBUTCS, € HYyKHO OyIeT MPOCTO OCTePeraThCsi ero, YTOOh 30ekKaTh OMMAaCHOCTH.

«KOHeYHO, 3HaHUe TOT0, KTO OH TaKOH ¥ KaKyl0 POJIb UTPAET, OUeHb IOMOKET».

Ho cettuac Spennuc OBIJI0 HEM3BECTHO JaxkKe MyKUYKMHA 3TO WK XKeHiruHa. OHa MPOCTO 3Haja 0
BO3MOKHOCTH CYIIIECTBOBAHUS 9TOT'0 Yej0oBeKa. JIeJUIic, ;ymas 00 3TOM, iepeBesia B3I Ha
KOJIOHKY CO CBOUM HMEHEM.

JEouHCTBeHHBIN pe6EHOK rpada Bpuina, CTaHOBUTCS UMIIEPATPUIIEH BCKOPE II0CIe BOCXOXKIEHUS
Keiipxana Jlapkcuma KpoHapma Ha npecTon. 3aTeM OHa PeBHOBaa €ro K MOSBUBIIEHCS JIeUH
Peitneqn, coBepmmia BCeBO3MOXKHEIE 3710fiesTHUS U yMepiia oT Meda KeiipxaHna Jlapkcuga Kponapga. |

PanbIire B omucaHuy OBITIO HECKOJIBKO Mpo6esioB. Ho Teneps OHU OB 3aIll0JTHEHEl UMeHaMu JIexaHa
u JnewH... UmeHneM cBsaTOM. HecKoIbKO pa3 OHa IlepedyuTaa O CBOe# CMEPTH, a 3aTeM 3aKphiia
KHUTY, BCIIOMHUB, YTO OyayIiee N3MEeHUIOCS.

— To, 4TO HAIKMCAHO B KHUTE, HE MEHSIETCS?

[TockonbKy GymyIiee U3MEHUIOCH, JOEJIINC Haflesilach YBUAETh 0OHOBIIEHHBIN BapuaHT. OHa
mofilymMaJja, UTo el CTaHeT CIIOKOMHee, eclii KHUTa II0KaxeT el u3MeHuBIeecs oyaymee. Ho 3To
OBLTIO TOJTBKO XKeJaHue JIeNInuc — KHUTa He u3MeHuack. [laxe clieHa, n300paxaBlasi €€ CMepPTh.

«MHe BCE elllé HEMHOT0 HETPUATHO, YTO 3[€Ch HAIIUCAHO O MOEW CMEPTH...»

Ou Opennuc Ovlna pafia, 4To €€ Oynyiiee n3MeHunoch. OHa XKuia B TaKOM 00IbIIOM OECIIOKONCTBE
13-3a 9TOro. ITouT BoCceMb JIeT.



«$1 6ymy mymMaThb, YTO MHE IIPUCHUIICS OYEHb HOJITUM COH».

[TogymaB 0 TOM, YTO 3TO MPOCTO OBIJT MOJTUM KOIIIMap, el CTajo HEMHOTO CIIOKOMHee. A Telleph OHa
OYHYyJach OTO CHa. Temeps Iebi0 e IuC ObIJI0 HE BHIXKUTD, & XKUTh HOPMaJIbHOM XKU3HBIO B
HacTosmeM. OHa I0JI0XKHKJIa 3aKPHITYI0 KHUTY 00paTHO Ha KHUKHYIO TIOJIKY X OCTAHOBHUJIACH.

«MoxeT MHe HyXHO €€ CIpsATaTh?..»

BcroMHUB 0 C10Bax CBSITOM, YTO Ta CKa3aja, YTO HAWAET KHUTY, DOeJIIUC HEHAOJIT0
3abecnokounack. OgHAKO 9TO OBIZIO MECTO, Ky[la HUKTO, KpOMe UMIIEPATPUIILI, BOUTH HE MOT,
II09TOMY OHa IIOCTABHJIA €€ Ha IepBOHAYaIbHOe MECTO. A 3aTeM JIeJlyIiC B3OPOTHYIA OT MCIYTa,
YCIIBIIIIAB, KaK €€ 30BYT U3-3a [BEPH.

— Jnennuc.

— Bxomu!

Kaxk Tonmbko Jmesnnuc 0TBeTHITa, B KaOMHET BOMIEN JIexaH. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 9YTO OHH PaCCTaJINCh
COBCEM He[laBHO, OH B3SJI €€ 3a PYKY U II0LEeJIOBAJI TEUNIbHYIO CTOPOHY JIaJOHH, CJIOBHO JAaBHO €€ He
BUIEII.

— YTo TH menana?

— HemHoro nmouuTana KHUTY.

— Bor kak?

— KcTtatu, ¢ To60# BCE OBITIO B IIOPSIAKE IIOCTIe TOT0, KaK s yia? — cIpocuia dnesnuc JlexaHa,
IIOTOMY YTO € Hy2KHO OBIJI0 KOe-4TO IIPOBEPUTb.

XoTs e 6bIT0 HEKOM(OPTHO M3-3a CBSATOM U capa Paccuca, 00sIYHO OHa OBl cTepmesna. Ho dmemnnuc
XoTesa yoemuThCs, 4To Oymylee U3 MPOPOYecTBA U KHUTH OTIMYalOTCS. M Temeps, KOraa oHa
YIOCTOBEPUIACh, UTO BCE MO-APYroMy, Jfeiuc He cobrupaack I03BoJIITh C3py Paccucy roBopuTh
TakK. Kak u cBATOM.

— Bcé B mopsinke, — oTBeTun JIexaH, HEMHOTO IIOJyMaB U PEIIUB, YTO HUYETO 0COOEHHOTO He
mpoucxomuo. s Hero OBIIO BaxKHee, YTO JOeJUINC CMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ 6eCIIOKOHCTBOM. — BepmaH
®accuc uyTh 03XKe MpUAET B KabuHeT. OH OyOeT TBOUM 3CKOPT-PHIIIapeM.

— ...Tebst 3TO ycTpauBaeT?



Omennuc 3Hana, Kak JIexaHy HeTOBKO ¢ capoM PaccucoM, TO3TOMY i HUUero He 0CTaBaloCh, Kak
3alaTh 3TOT Bompoc. ['oBopst 0 ToM, YyTo Bepman ®accuc OymeT e€ aCKOPT-PHIIApeM, ero UL
HATPSTIIOCH.

— YeCTHO TOBOPS, HET.

— Torpma capy ®accucy He 00513aTeNTbHO OBITH MOMM 3CKOPT-PHIIIAPEM.

— Torga ThI MOXKEIIb OKa3aThbCS B OIMACHOCTH. IIPOCTO OOJIZKEH 3TO BREITEPIIETH.

— ...Ecnu Jlexany He KOM(}OPTHO, TO HUYETO CTPAIIHOTO, YTO MeHs OyIeT COIIPOBOXK/IATL HE CIP
®daccuc. YBepeHa, UTo ipyrue UMIIepPCKUe PHIlapy 061ajaloT He MEHBIIMMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU, YE€M OH.

Ipyrue peIllapy yKe JoKa3ajid, YTO JOCTOWHEI COMPOBOXKOATh UMIIepaTpHUIly. I103TOMY et OBIII0 He
TaK BaXHO, KTO U3 HUX OyHeT e€ acKopT-philapeM. Ho mMeicu JlexaHa OTIMYaIuCh OT apryMeHTOB
SneJuiuc.

— Ho pa3Be cBsiTas He CKa3alla, YTO OH ChHITPAEeT KIJIIOUEBYIO POJIb, KOTHA TBOS XKU3Hb OyIET B
OIIaCHOCTH?

— Ila, HO...

— 3HAYUT TBOUM CONpPOBOXKAaomuM 6yzmet ¢ap daccuc, a He IPYTo PHIIAPE.

KoneuHno, Opennuc Toxke 00 9TOM fyMasia, HO €€ 0eCIIOKOUIIO, YTO 3TO [OJIXKEH ObITh UMEHHO C3P
®accuc. Ho nocrne cnoB JlexaH, OHa IIOYyBCTBOBaJa ce0st ropa3mo CIIOKOMHee.

— Cnacu0o0 3a TBOH CIIOBa.

— He 3a uyTo0. TBOsT 6€301aCHOCTD [JIST MEeHS Ha ITIePBOM MecTe, — KOTHa JHeJIuC SPKO YIbIOHYIach,
JlexaH B3moxHYN. — Ho He cnuikoM paccnabisiics.

— ITouemy?

— 41 yxe 6ecmokoiock 0 ToM, 4To Tebe ckaxkeT BaM Paccuc 1 Kak OH OyJeT JeiiCTBOBATb.

Ecnu GBI BCE IIJIO TaK, KaK 3agyMas JlexaH, BCé ObI He 3aKOHYHUIIOCh BDEMEHHBEIM OTCTPAHEHUEM OT
cnyx06b1. OH OBI ITOCTIAJ €T0 Ha 1mojie 005, IOTOMY YTO eMy OBIIO 3Kajb BIYCTYIO PaCTPAYUBaTh
ymeHure oOpartaTbcs ¢ MeuoM Paccuca. OgHaKO 13-3a felieraluil 3TOT BOMPOC ObLT OTI0XKEH, U



TeIlePb OH CHOBA CTAHET COIIPOBOXKIOAIOINNUM dmennuc pamn €€ 6e30IacHOCTH, HPaBUTCA 3TO J'IexaHy
HJIN HeT.

— He BomnHy#ucCH.

— ...91 He MoOTY He BOJIHOBATHCA.

— XM, — coBa JlexaHa pe3aHyu JHe/IUC CJIOBHO HOXK. — { He 3Hato, noyeMy cap Paccuc ckasan
3TO, HO g He coOKMpaloCch MPUHUMATh €ero YyBCTBa.

Prillaph cKa3ajl, YTO y HEero ecTh Impockba K JOesuc, Ho [ Heé OBl ropa3mo BaxHee JlexaH.
Koneuno, oHa OvI conrana, ecnu ObI CKa3ala, YTO €¥ HamjleBaTh Ha capa ®Paccuca, HO 3a60Ta 0
JlexaHe Oblsla COBEPIIEHHO APYTOTr0 pofa.

— ... — Opennuc nomneiraaach 3aroBOPUTL, HO OCTAHOBHUJIACE U 3aKPEINIA POT.

OHa XOTeJa CKa3aTh, UTo JI00UT JIexaHa, ¥ eMy He HyKHO 0ecriokouThCs 0 cape ®accuce. OH Bcerga
IPU3HABAJICS €M, T03TOMY JEJUIUC AyMaja, YTo 9To OymeT jerko. Ho, mbiTasich MPOU3HECTH 3TO
BCJIyX, OHA 3aCThIIa II0CJIE TOTO, KaK CKa3aja BCero OOHO CJIOBO «51».

— «4»?

JlexaH kfaj, 4YTO OHa CKaXeT, He 3Hasl 0 TOM, YTO TBOPHUJIOCH Y HEE BHYTPU. DAEJIUC OTBENa B3I,
nyMas, Kak ey mpogosikuTh. Ho Ha caMoM fiefie OHa yKe DaBHO 3Halla, YTO CKa3aTk. IIpoCcTo cjoBa He
cieTanu ¢ eé ry0, mo3ToMy JIeJIIiC IIPOCTO OTKPHIBAIa ¥ 3aKPHIBasia PoT.

— ...4 mpoBeny yepTy MeXOy MHOM 1 capoM daccucom.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHa CKa3aja [IpPyrue CJIoBa.

«Tak cmymaet! CnumkoM cinoxHo! Kak MHe 3T0 cKa3aTb?»

Panbire, Korfa JIexaH OTKPHIBAJI €if CBOe CepAlle, deIuC CMyllaaach, YyBCTBOBaa ce0si HEJIOBKO, a
Takxke 6eCIoKounIach, BCIIOMKUHAsA cofep:KaHre KHUTHU. Ho Temeps el Ka3aloch YOUBUTEIbHEIM, YTO
OH MOT TaK BHIPazKaTh CBOM YyBCTBA. [I0TOMY YTO TaK CJI0XKHO TOBOPUTh, UTO Tl KOTO-TO JIIOOUIII.

— Tw1 He 06s13aHa 9TOTO AeaTh, — TBEPOO OTBETHII JIexaH.

—A?

— B mo6oM ciydae, ThI He YMeeIllh TOBOPUTH BEIH, KOTOPble IPUYUHSIOT 60/Ib IPYTHUM.



— Hert, Mory. { momXHa 3TO CHenarTk.

— Tw1 He 06s13aHa 9TOTO AeaTh, — IpepBa e€ JlexaH, HO YeM OOJIbIe OH TOBOPHII, TEM OOJIbIIIe
BOIIPOCOB BO3HMKAJIO y dmenmuc. — 7 Oyay meiicTBOBaTh caM, II03TOMY He IepexkuBai.

Korpa JlexaH cka3sas 3TO U YJ'IBI6HYJ'ICFI, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJId CTpaHHBIfI XO0JIon.

«...MoXxeT MHe I0Ka3aJIoCh?»

Ho eé€ Teny u npaBpa OBIII0 XOJIONHO, ¥ OHa Apoxkara. JlexaH CIpocusi, He 3aMép3yia JIM OHa, OTKy[a-
TO JOCTAJI OJIesINIO ¥ YKYTasl Jfesuc. A 3aTeM KpPemKo 0OHSITI.

— Bcé 6ymet xoporo. CoBepILIEHHO TOYHO, — IOBTOPSUT JIexaH CHOBa ¥ CHOBA, OOHUMas €.

[ToueMy-TO IOesINC II0Ka3aI0Ch, YTO OH 3TO TOBOPHUT cebe. Omupasich Ha HETO, OHA IOAyMasa, YTo
[OJIXKHA YTO-TO CHesaTh, HO TYT pa3falics XOJIOAHBIN TOJI0C.

— HYCTB TOJIBKO IIOCMEeEeT, — CKa3aB 3To, Jlexan IIOCMOTPEII Kyaa-TO U CBEPKHYIJI I''ila3aMH.

Spennuc moYyeMy-To UCIyranach ero Bua, HO KOT{la OH BCTPETUJICS C HEX B3TJIAMIOM, TO JIACKOBO
yNBIOHYJICS, CJIOBHO 3TOT'0 HUKOTMA ¥ He 6bi10. E¥f moka3amoch, YTO pa3mascs CKpexkeT 3y00B, HO
O[eNIuC pelusia IPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO HE CIIBIIIUT 3TOTO.

«...Huyero He Clny4uocp?»

kkokekk

Camoe 607bII10€ U3MEHEHKE OBIII0 B TOM, YTO 3CKOPT-PHILIaph OB C DOENIUC, JaXke eCIHU PAIOM ObI
JlexaH. [ToaToMy Temepsb B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KabuHeTe OBIIIO TPOe YesloBeK: Jhesnuc, JIexaH u cap
daccuc.

JlexaH cupen Ha qUBaHe, IPOCMATPUBasi MOKYMEHTH ¢ DIesIIucC Ha pykKax. U capy daccucy, KOTOpHIi
MOJIZKeH OBLT CMOTPETh Ha JHEJTUC, TIOTOMY YTO OHa Oblyla 00HEKTOM COTIPOBOXKIEHHUS, HUYETO He
0CTaBaJIoOCh, KpOMe KaK HabII0oaTh 3a ABYMS CIIJIETEHHBIMU TEJIaMHU.

— JlexaH.

— Ha?



— MOXKHO 51 HEMHOTO OTOJIBI/IHYCB?

Spennuc moKpacHes ¥ IOMbITalach OTCTPAHUTELCS OT JlexaHa. OHa OblJla CMYIIleHa C TeX IopP, Kak OH
ycanun eé K cebe Ha KojieHU. E¥i 1 paHbille OBIJI0O HEJIOBKO 3TO [eJiaTh, II03TOMY UTO JAEJUINC AyMalia
o cape daccuce. Ho ceiidac, XOTs OHa IBITalaChk IPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO 3TO HE TakK, €€ 6eCIOKOMI 3BYK
ero JbIXaHWs, KaCcalolIuiCs e€ yxa, a TakXKe I'POMKHUU CTYK cepana JlexaHa. dmesinc HepBHUYAsa U
CXO[MJIa C yMa U3-3a TellJla TeJjla, KOTOpoe OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa IPU IPUKOCHOBEHUH.

— Her.

JlexaH MOBOJILHO YIIBIOHYJICS.
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