Bckope mocne Toro yrpa Bo gBopen npubsit Bepman ®accuc. Kak Tonpko mpukas JlexaHa OB OTHaH,
TOHeLl HeMe[JIEHHO OTIpaBuiics K ¢apy Paccucy. Y noka oH XKpasn B KOMHATaxX [jis PHILIapey, ciyra
OTIIPABUJICI K CBSITOM.

— TIpubsin cap daccuc.

— Xoporo.

OHa C XJIOTIKOM 3aKphljla KHUTY, KOTOPYIo 4uTana. Ha eé ryb6ax mosiBunmach cimabas yiaribKa, Koraga
CITyTa IMPOU3HEC:

— W Ero BenuuecTBO IPOCUTT y3HATh, CMOXKETE JIU BBl IPUHSTH y4aCTHe B YAeIIUTHUU BO BTOPOK
TIOJIOBHHE [IHS.

— XOpOH.IO, — OTBE€THUJIa OHa, CJIOBHO 3TOI'0 M 2KaaJiad.

Takum 06pa3oM, YeTkIpe HYejoBeKa coOpanuch JHEM, B IIOTONY, KOTOPYIO CJI0KHO OBIIIO Ha3BaTh
xopotreit. JlexaH ¥ OOeJUIuc CULeU PSILOM 3a CTOJIOM, YCTAHOBJIEHHEIM B Cafly, B TO BpeMsI Kak C3p
®daccuc u cBsitTasi — HANPOTHUB.

— JlaBHO He Bupenuch, Bame BricouecTBo.

— [Iporno MeHbllle Helenu.

Korpga cap ®accuc nosmopoBancs ¢ dnennuc, JlexaH HEMeIJIeHHO ITPepBar ero.

— XOT$ IPOIITI0 BCETO HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, MHe Ka3aJIoCh, UTO g BaC JaBHO He BUAEN, — CKa3all CIp
daccrc HaMepeHHO OCJIETUTENILHO YIBI0AsICh DIeIncC.

Torpa JlexaHy cTano o4eHb He 0 cede, ¥ OH 3aX0TeJl HeMeMJIEHHO BRITHAThH phillaps. OmHAKO eMy
HUYEro He 0CTaBaJloCh, KpOMe KaK TePIEeTh 3TO, IOTOMY YTO CBSTas €Ilé HU4Yero UM He paccKasara.
[ToToMy 4TO Dpesauc X0Tena MoCIyllaTh, YTO OHa CKaXkKeT.

— TToxoxe, uTo cap Paccrc oueHb xoTen yBUAETh E€ BemnyecTBo, — Mpou3Hecia CBITas.

— ...BoTt kak?

— Ja.

Omenauc MpUIIIa, YTOOH MOIYYUTh HHPOPMAIIUIO OT CBSITOM, HO OHAa YyBCTBOBasa ce0sT HEJIOBKO.



— Pa3 yx cap ®accuc 3mech, MOKET OBITh, BBl HAUHETE CBOM paccKas?

— Xwm, yxe?

CasTaga HETOPOIIJIXBO IIXJIa yau. OgHaKO JOeNIncC He 3aX0Tefla caenaTh Hu rinoTka. OHa IIpoCTO
X0Tela YIZTH OTCIO[IQ, IIOKAa He 3aJO0XHYJIaCh.

— Br1 cKopo Bo3BpalaeTech B CBSIeHHYI0 MMIIepHio, pa3Be Bbl HE 3aHSTHI?

Opennuc cKkalaia TOJIBKO IIPaBAy, HO pyKa CBSITOMU, IBbIOIIEX Yal, Ha MTHOBeHHUe 3aMepia. Ho oHa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO JOJIXKHA Oblzla yexaTh 4epes3 TpU JHS.

— Bceé B nopsgke. {1 MOry ocTaThCs €I€ HeHagoro.

— { cneliana, 4TO MHOTHE Bepywiine XKOyT BaC, IOCIIe 00BSIBIIEHUS O IOSIBJIEHUU CBSITOM, —
CKa3zaja JOfeuc.

— Torpma MBI IpEMeM Mephl, YTOOB ITIOMOYb BaM OhICTPee BEPHYThCS B CBSIeHHYI0 MMIIepHio ¢
TIOMOIITbIO TeJIeTIOPTALIMOHHEIX BpaT, — moOaBui JlexaH.

— Her, He 0o Tako# CTEIIeHHN. ..

— Hert. Buepa MBI yCTIBIIIIAMM OT BaC UHTEPECHYIO UCTOPHIO, U cerofgus OymeT BTopasi. Ha aTom Bceé.

Spennuc 06paﬂ0BaHaCb, Korma JlexaH BCTas Ha €€ CTOPOHY ¥ CKa3all, YTO OTIIPAaBUT CBATYIO OﬁpaTHO
KaK MO2KHO CKOpee.

«Kak u oxupganocs, Jlexan Ha MOell CTOPOHE, a He Ha e€. B KHUre OH IIPUHSI CTOPOHY CBATOH,
COBCEM MeHs He ciyuias. Bcé-Taku KHUTa — 3TO KHUTA, ¥ OHA OTJIMYAeTCsS OT peaTbHOCTH».

— Tak 4To0 9TO 3a MPOPOYECTBO, Pafili KOTOPOTO HYKHO OBINIO BEI3bIBaTh BepMana ®accuca Bo
OBOpeN? — crpocun Jlexadn MpaYyHBEIM TOJTOCOM.

OH CIIOBHO TOBOPHJI, YTO €CJIK HUYEero BaXKHOT'0, TO 3a49eM OB1710 BOOOIIIE CO6I/IpaTBCH. CasiTas He
MOTJIa 9TOr0 He 3aMeTuTh. OHa Obllla HEMHOTO TTOaB/IeHa er0 OTBETOM, HO 6BICTpO B3si71a ce0s B

PYKH.



— Cap ®accuc — ackopT-pritlaps E€ BenuuecTBa, BEpHO?

— B HacTos1I€eE BpeMs g ITIOKHUHYII 3TOT IIOCT X OTBEYaAdl0 3a IOATOTOBKY pruapefI.

— Brito 6v1 nyyiiie, eciu Ob1 BB compoBoxkanu Eé BenuyecTso.

— ...KakoBa npruunna?

JlexaH He xoTe, 4To6b Paccuc, KOTOPHIM IUTal K JAeJIINC YyBCTBa, OB €€ ackopToM. OfmHAKO, OH,
€CTeCTBeHHO, OECIIOKOUIICS, IIOTOMY YTO CBSITasl YIIOMSIHYJIa 3CKOPT, pacCKa3biBas O «IIPOPOUYECTBE>.

— IMotomy yTo cap daccuc HampsMyIo cBsizaH ¢ Oe3omacHocThio E€ BenuuecTna.

BesonacHocTh uMiepaTpulibl. 1151 JlexaHa, KOTOPHIY 3aHSJ TPOH, IIOTHSB BOCCTAHUE, 3TO OBITIO
camoe BaxkHOe. FIMeHHO T03TOMy OH He 3abpas Jfesnuc, Kak TOJIbKO ero KOpOHOBaJIM, a 3aHUMAaJICS
TIOflaBIIeHUEM MSTEXKeH 110 BCel CTpaHe, U IIpreXal 3a Hel TOJIbKO KOrfa IT0YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO
cUTyalus crajia ctabunbHoM. OmHaKo JlexaH He MOT pacciabuThes. [IoToMy 4TO B TOT [IeHb, KOTIa
OH TIpuexas 3abpaTh JfeNIuc B UMIEPaTOPCKUYM OBOPEl], Ha HUX Hallasla IpyIia HeM3BEeCTHHIX
JIIOZEN.

«MBHI Tak ¥ He HalllI4, KTO 3a BCEM 3THUM CTOSI».

OH pgaxe KUCIoIb30Bajl HHGDOPMALMOHHYIO CeTh aplrepora Jlapkcuaa, 4ToOb HaTH TeX, KTO
OCMEJIUTCS MOCSATHYTH Ha XKU3Hb Jpuesuinc. Ho ux KIMeHT y&Ke pacCcTaics ¢ XKU3HBIO, @ Korga OHU
y3HaJ, KTO CTOSIJT 3@ HUM — T€ TOXKe OBINIU y2Ke MEPTBEL.

«HW B uTore myis 6e30MaCHOCTH DOEIIIKC, €€ IOIXKeH COPoBOXaaTh Bepman ®accuc?»

J'IexaHy X0TeJIOCh CPa3y XKe BRITHATh daccuca, HO OH He MOT BEIKMHYTE €r0 U3-34 0e30macHOCTH
NMIIEPATPUITHI.

[orioc CBSTOM MPOHKK B MBIC/IM UMIIEPATOpA.

— Ha xapty nocraBnena xu3ss E€ BenuuecTsa.

«Ha kapTy mocTaBieHa e€ XKu3Hb». ITHU CJI0BA CJIOBHO 3aTSHY/IH Ha Iee JIexaHa MOBOAOK. [ToToMy
YTO Ha KapTy Obl/la TIOCTaBJIeHa HE €r0 XKU3Hb, a JAesnuc. JIexaH HECKOIbKO pa3 HaXOAUIICST MEXIY
JKU3HBIO ¥ CMEPTHIO, TIO3TOMY MBICIIb O TOM, YTO OHA OyZ#eT B MOm0OHOM CUTyaluy, AYIIUa ero eIé
CUJIbHEE.



— C:—)p daccuc CEITPA€ET B 3TOM KIIIOYEBYIO DOJIb.

9T0 03HAYas0, YTO KU3HDb JEJIINC CHOBA MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs B OmMacHOCTH. Teneps JlexaHy ObIIO BCe
paBHoO, uTo BepmaH ®accuc mymaeT 00 uMmmnepaTpuile. Inesnuc 6bla KpaCHBOM U IPUBIEKaTEIbHOM
He TOJIBKO [AJIS HeTo, HO U OJIsl APYTHUX, TI03TOMY TaKoe OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO. Hudero cTpamHoro He OBIIO
B TOM, YTO OHA He MOrja u30aBUThCS OT MOJOOHOT0 BOKPYT ce0si. ITO OH caM [OIXKeH OBl CTaTh
JIy41iie BCeX OCTaJbHAIX. [Ipobmema Oblza B TOM, YTO XKU3Hb JMIEJIIKC, CKOPee BCEro, OKazXKeTCs Mo
yrpo3oi. [Ipexme Bcero, Heobxonumo OBITI0 TPOBECTH IIOJIHOE ITOBTOPHOE pacCiefoBaHue
IIOCJIeIHEer0 HallaJeHusl.

— ¢ Ha3HaYalo Tebs 9CKOPT-PHILIapeM DIeIIuC.

— Xoporto.

Bce 3pmech goragwiBanuce, yTo Bepman ®accuc 6ymet ackopT-pritiapeM Idpemnuc. Ho Jlexany He
IIOHPAaBUJIOCh, YTO OH OTBETHUJI TAK, CJIOBHO 3TOr0 Xpajl. Kak u paHbllle UMIIEPATOPY 3aX0TEJI0Ch
nepenoMaTh 4To-HUOYIb ®accucy mop mpeaaoroM TpeHupoBouHoro 6o0si. Ho B To ke BpeMs JlexaH
Oecmokoucs, 4To dnesnuc 6yAeT B OIaCHOCTH, ITIOTOMY YTO phillaph HE CMOXKET COIIPOBOXKAATE €€.

— Bcé He BA2XKHO, II0Ka 4 MOT'Y OCTaBaTbCA PAOOM C Eé BemuuecTBOM.

JlexaH c TPyOoM chepxar xkejaHue 00HaXXuTh Med. OH IIOHUMAJI, YTO HUYET0 He MOXKET CeJlaTh,
KPOME KaK MMPeayNpeauTh ero.

— Cap ®accuc, — IpousHecya IIeuC.

— Jla, Bamie BenuyecTso.

— He roBopuTe Tax, 3T0 BLI3bIBAET AUCKOMOOPT.

— Pa3 Bul Ha3bBaeTe MeHsA «Balle BenruyecTBo», TO Bl 3HAETE, UTO S UMIIEpaTpULla — CyIpyra
“MIIepaTopa.

I'ueB JlexaHa, HAKOIMBIIUICS B €T0 CEPMLE, YTUXAJ C KaXkIEIM cJioBoM dnemuc. Eé romoc,
TIOMYEPKUBAIOLINH, YTO OHA €T0 JKeHa, ObII TAKUM MUJIBIM.

— He uMeeT 3HaYeHUs, HACKOIBKO KITIOYEBYIO POJIb BH UTPAETE B 3AIIUTE MOEH XKU3HHU, ST HAOEIOCh,
YTO Bbl OyZleTe OCTOPOKHEI, KOTrfla 6yaeTe TOBOPUTH YTO-T100.



JlexaH MCIIBITANl BOCTOPT, YCIBIIIaB TBEPMKIH rojoc dmernuc. OH He IyMall, YTO OHA TaK CKaXKeT, U He
3HaJI, 4TO OymeT Tak IPHUSTHO YBUOETH INIl0 BepMaHa ®accuca, KOTOPBIH ObIT TAaK CMYIIIEH, YTO
HUYEero He MOT CKa3aTh.

— Ecnu BB cKaxeTe Takoe elllé pas, 1 Oyny BEHYKIEeHa 0TKa3aThCs OT BaC B KA4eCTBe 3CKOPTa, —
KOPOTKO B3[IOXHYJa DOeJUIUC ¥ IPOH3UTIa ero B3rasgoM. — [Ipomly mpolneHus, cBsiTas, HO eClid BaM
Oosbllle HeYero cKa3aTh, 1 XoTesa Okl IOKUHYTH Bac.

— ... Bcé B mopsizke.

SOennuc MogHANIach CO CBOEro MecTa, CJierKa IIOKJIOHUJIacCh U BhHIIIA U3 Cafa.

— Cnacu60, 94TO paccKasanud HaM O IIPOPOYecTBe.

— Her, Bcé B mopsinke. II0TOMY YTO BBl OCOOEHHBIH.

CasiTast MOMYEPKHYJIA CJI0OBO «0COOEHHHBIN», HO JIexaH He o0paTu Ha 9T0 0coboro BHUMaHus. CKopee,
OH He MOHMMaJI, I0YeMy OHa FOBOPUT ¥ KpacHeeT. Ho JlexaH He XOTes CIpalmBaTh 00 3TOM.
[TpuunHa Grina mpocta. EMy Ov110 mpocTo HenHTepecHo. OH He XOTeJ 3HATh UM CIIbIIIATh TPUYUHY.

— YTo Xk, Torfa s nmokuHy Bac. ®accrc, MHe HYKHO ITIOTOBOPUTE C TO0OM O COTPOBOKAEHUHU, TIO3TOMY
OTBE[U CBATYIO B €€ KOMHATY U NIPUXOOM B MO KaOWHET.

— Xoporto.

— ...BbI cobupaeTech 0CTaBUTh MEHS U BO BTOPOM pa3? — B roJioCe CBSITOM OB CIIBIIIEH THEB.

— 41 He MOTY OCTaBUTh UMIIEPATPULY 6€3 COIIPOBOKAEeHUs. [IpOITy IPOILIeHUs, 1 TPUHECY
CasimeHHOM MIMIepuu CBOM U3BHHEHUS.

— Ecu BaM HykeH 3CKOpPT, TO ecTh cap Paccuc.

— M&I ellfé TToOKa HUYero He 00CyKaasu.

— Ho oH ke ObIJT 3CKOPTOM paHbIe!..

— 3TOT BOMIPOC pellaTh He CBATOM.



— Tonbko ecnu CasienHast UMnepusi He coOupaeTcss BMEIUBATLCS BO BHYTPEeHHUE fefla Mmmepuu
Kponapg.

BMelaTensCTBO BO BHYTPEHHUE fiefla. JTH ClI0Ba 00peMeHsnu. KTo 0CMenuTcs BMeIIuBaTLCS BO
BHYTPEHHUE [leNla JIy4llel UMIIePUY KOHTUHEHTA?

CesiTast ocMOTpesa Ha JlexaHa, Cyds o €€ ria3aM OHa XOTejla eMy YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO y HEro He
OBIIIO IPUYKH KMIaTh, T0OKA OHA 3aTOBOPHT.

— Torma s IIPUIIIIO CIIYT'Y C U3BUHEHUSIMHA. Ha stom npomaﬁTe.

JlexaH mpakTu4ecku 6exan B Ty CTOPOHY, KyOa yiuta dnesnuc. CsiTasi, y KOTOpO# He OBIJI0 APYTOTro
BEIOOpa, KpOMe KaK CMOTPETh eMy B CIIMHY, CXKaJla KyJlaK{ U 3afpozxKasa oT THeBa. Bokpyr OvL10
MHOT'0 TJ1a3, TI03TOMY OHa He MOTJia IefiCTBOBATh OIIPOMETYHUBO.

— Csp Bepman ®accuc.

— Ja?

CBsATad mo3Baja PHILIapsa O4YEHb JKECTKHUM HU3KHUM T'0JIOCOM, a HE CBOUM OOBIYHBIM MSITKHM U TEIIJIBIM.

— HO}KaHYfICTa, IIpOBOOXUTE ME€HA B MOIO KOMHATY.

— XoporIo.

— MHe HyXHO eIIlé K0e-4TO paccKa3aTh BaM O IIPOPOYECTBe.

— ...Xoporo.

kkokekk

[TokuHYB caf], JOeNnuc I0YyBCTBOBaIa obneryenue. OTHOIIeHUs ¢ capoMm Bepmanom Paccucom
CTaJl¥ HEMHOTO HaTSHYTHIMH, HO OH BCE PABHO CTaJl €€ 3CKOPT-pHIIapeM. B OymymieM oHa HOKHA
OymeT MOMBITATLCS YAYYIIUTh UX OTHOIIEHUS, HO DNENIUC He X0Tela MUPUTHCS C TeM, YTO OH
TOBOPUT B IPUCYTCTBUM €€ MyXKa JIexaHa.

«Ho cap @accuc urpaet KI4YeBy0 pPOJIb B MOeH XKU3HU?»



Spennuc CpPa3y XKe HallPpaBUJIaCh B KaOWHET ¥ JocTana KHUTY. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Capy @accncy HE
yoanoChk CIIaCTU eé xu3Hb. OHa He 3HaJa JeTajeid, HO 9TO OBIJI0 OYEBUIHO U3 TOTO, YTO IHEJIITUC
BUaeJla B KHUTE.

— Pa3Be He npaBunbHEE CKa3aTh, 4TO JlexaH, a He cap Paccuc, [oIKeH CErpaTh PeLIaolnyo PoJib B
MO€eU XKU3HU?

VIMeHHO 110 3TOM IpHUYNHEe JeJINC CMOTJla PELINTEIbHO BEICTYIIUTE IPOTUB phIlaps. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, UMEHHO JIexaH KOHTPOJIMPOBal e€ XK1U3Hb, a He ¢ap Paccuc.

«Yro, ecnu g mo3BoJII0 c3py Paccucy Bectu cebs Tak?»

[Tocrne aToro JIexaH MOKET YCOMHUTHCS B €€ OTHOIIEHHUSX C PHILIapeM, ero J1i000Bb K Hell OCTHIHET, U
COOBITUSI MOTYT TIOUTH TaK¥kKe, KaK B KHUTE.

«Jlyute OB MEHST COITPOBOKIA OTPS[ phillapel, yeM cap daccuc».

— B 6ymyuiem, KOTopoe s Bufena B KHure, JlexaH OblJ1 TOpa3[io BaxkHee.

U Bopyr cBATas roBoput o cape @accuce? YTo-TO HE CXOOUIIOCH.

Smenmuc riny0oKo 3amymanack. B kuure cap ®accuc He CMOT CIACTH €€, U UMIIePaTOpP TPOH3UI
MedoM JMeJUIHC. B KOHIe KOHIIOB, 9TO IIpaBa, YTO OH He CIeJiall HUYero, KpoMe Kak BCTall Ha e€
cTopoHy. OMHaKO B MPOPOYECTBE, 0 KOTOPOM paccKa3ala CBsTasi, cap Paccuc, o eé cioBaM, UrpaeT
KJTFOUEBYIO POJIb B KU3HU DJEJITHUC.

— ...OHu OTIUYAIOTCS.

Spennuc Oblsla yBepeHa B 9ToM. CofiepKaHue KHUTH ¥ IIPOPOYECTBa OTJIMYAIOTCS APYT OT ApyTa.

— Bynyimee... — Omeniuc B3OOXHYIa. — Bymayliee H3MeHUIIOCh.
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