— JT0...

JlexaH ocTaHOBUIICS. COOpPABIIUCH C MBICIISIMHU, DIEIIIUC JIUIIE CJIeTKa JEPHYJIA eTo 3a PyKaB, U OH
cpasy Xke MoBepHycsa K Hell. OHa HaOpasachk XpaOpPOCTH U MOJI0XKKIA PYKY Ha ero MpaBylo IIEKY,
KOTOPOI 10 3TOTO [iepKaia PykaB. M Korma dpenuc noTsHya ero Ha cebs, JIexaH, B OlleTIEHEHNUH,
HAKJIOHUJICS.

UMOK.

Omna mo1enoBasna ero B JIEBYIO meKy OH pmenan 310 YXKe OeCATKH Pa3, HO eMYy II0Ka3aJIOCh, 4YTO €T0
cepale roToBo pa3opBaThCA.

— CIIOKOWHOM HOYM, — C 3THMH CJIOBAMM JfieNIUC OTIycTua JlexaHa, clierka yias0HyIach eMy,
KOTOPHIM He MOT coOpaThCs C MBIC/ISIMU, U 3aKphljla OBEPD.

OH 3a1103/1aJI0 TOCTy4aJll, HO OTBETa He ITOCIIeNOBAaJIO.

— JOennuc, MOTy S BOUTHU?

JlexaH TIOTMBITAJICSI OTKPHITH IBEPH EIIIE 10 TOTO, KaK OHA fajia eMy pa3peinenue. OH O0JIbIIe He MOT
3TOTO BEIHOCKTH. MUD Ccpa3y e I0Ka3ajcsd eMy TaKuM IIPeKpacHBEIM, IIOTOMY 4YTO DHEeJIIUC BIIePBLIe
€ro IoIesIoBaIa.

— Ceif4ac IOMHOYL. YBUOUMCS 3aBTpa.

JlexaH He MOT OTKPHITh OBEPD IIOCIIE €€ TBEPHOTO O0TKa3a. KpoMe Toro, nmossBuncs ®eppuH, 4ToOH
OXpaHATH €€, U Mpullina gaxe ¢peinuna. Y Jlexana He ObI7I0 APyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK OCTaBUTD
€€ ¥ OTIIPaBUTHLCS B XOJIOAHBIN V3yMpynHBIHM IBOpEL.

X X x

Opennuc IpOoCHyJach, KOrfa COIHIe IOYTH B30ILIO, YCIBIIIAB rojIoC ppelnuHsl, KoTopas
HaCTOMYHUBO €€ 3Bajia. E€ 3a pyKy OTBe/lIM B BaHHYIO, IIOTOMY UTO OHAa eIl Jaxe Ij1a3a TOJIKOM He
oTKprUTa. Korma Opesnc norpy3uiachk B BaHHY, B KOTOPOU, Ka3ayioch, OBUI0 60JIbIle apoMaTHIeCKIX
MaceJl, Y4eM BOJbl, OHa CHOBa IT0YYBCTBOBajla COHIUBOCTH U yCHYIIA.

B TakOM COCTOSIHMYM TOPHUYHbBIE YCEPIHO IPUBOAUIIN €€ B ITOPSIIOK — OT BOJIOC 10 HOTTEM Ha HOrax.



Korpga oHa BhIIIIa U3 BaHHHI, BCE €€ TeJI0 CHOBA HaMa3aJld apOMaTHYeCKUM MACJIOM ¥ MOOPHI3TaIn
oyXaMu.

«41 BCE elllé He MOTY IIOBEPUTH, YTO BHIXOXKY 3aMyK».

[Tpominio coBCeM HEMHOTO BpEMEHHU C TeX MOp, KaK OHa IIpuexalia B UMIIepaTOPCKui aBopel. He
ycresna Jmesuc OIIOMHUTHCS, KaK HAaCTasio BpeMs CBaibObl, a €€ MapTHEPOM ObLJT HUKTO MHOM, KaK
JlexaH.

«Temeps 51 MOTY YCIIOKOUTLCS, BEPHO?»

I'naps Ha JlexaHa, maxe MOAyMaTh HeIb3s ObIJIO 0 3aMOPOKEHHOM cepflle. M gaxe mocie Toro, Kak
OH BCTPETHUJI CBATYIO, JlexaH mpoaoIKail AEMOHCTPUPOBATh JeJINC CBOI0 HEU3MEHHYIO
IIPUBSI3@HHOCTh. TakK 4TO KHUATa — 3TO [IPOCTO KHUTA, KOTOpas OTJIMYaeTCs OT pealbHOCTH. [ToaTomy
Opmennuc Bepumia, 4to eé Oymyuiee 6ymeT OPYTHUM.

— Baire Benr4ecTBo, IPUIIIIO BpeMs HaeTh II/1aThe.

Openmnuc 6bII0 TPYOHO OBIMIATH, TIOTOMY YTO Ha €€ TeJle TYyro 3aTsAHyIu KopceT. OfHAKO BCe 3TH
TPYOHOCTH ObIIM 3a0BITHI, KOTIa TOPHUYHEIE TPUHECIH €€ TIIaThe.

«OHO Takoe Kpacupoe!»

OHO 0T/IMYasIoCh OT MPOCTOrO IJIaThs UMIIEPATPHULIEL, KOTOPOE DHEJIIUC BUesa B KHUTEe B IIOCTIeAHUN
pas. Ha nepBhIx mpuMepKax IjiaThe OBII0 TOX0XKUM, HO, KOTIa ero 3aKOHYHUJIH, OHO CTaJIo
COBEPILEHHO OPYTUM.

[TnaTbe GBIIO YKPAIIIEHO ITPEKPACHOM BBIIITUBKOM, Hafl KOTOPOM HEM3BECTHO CKOIBKO IOPHUYHEBIX
CTpajaso, a TakxXKe IeAPOoN POCCHIILIO APArolleHHEIX KaMHel. KpoMme TOro, MajieHbKHe IparoleHHbIe
KaMHHU yKpalllaau 100Ky, KOTOphIe TPYU MajenieM OBUKEHUY OTpazKajlu COJIHEYHBIN CBET U KPaCHUBO
CHUSIIIH.

«B kHUTE BCE OLUIO HE TaK».

Omenmuc He XOaja MHOTOTO, IIOTOMY YTO y2Ke BUfeJIa MJIaThe B BUIEHUU U3 KHUTH, HO OHO
IIPEB30IIIO Bce e€ oxunaHusi. OHa Onlia yOexnaeHa, 4To Oynymiee OymeT He TaKUM, KaK B KHUTE,
IIOTOMY YTO PeabHOCTh yXKe oTIndanach. Kpacusoe mnathe 1 cBagb0a c nobuMeM JlexaHoM... Bcé
Ka3aJI0Ch UealbHbIM.

— A tenieps notoponuMcs! IToToMy 4T0O 0CTaI0Ch COBCEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHM.

OpHako TOPHHUYHEIEC HE JalIn IOennmuc IIPOHUKHYTLCA TPOTaTEJIbHOCTBIO MOMEHTA, Ha4aB eeé 6HCTpO



omeBaTh. OHM HaHECJIM MaKHSIXK Ha ee JIUI0, YTOOB! ClieIaTh ero KpaCuBeEe, U YMEJIO YIIOKHUIIN eé
BOJIOCHI.

TyK-TyK.

— Barmre BennyecTBo, Hamo YZXKe BBIXOOUTD. HepeMOHI/IH CKOPO HAYHETCH.

— Xopo1to.

FOpHI/I‘-IHI:Ie 3aIBUT'aJINCh 6I:>ICTpee, YTOOBI 3aKOHUYUTH IIPUYECKY Auennuc. [Toxoxke, 4TO UM
IIOHPABUJICA PE3YIIbTAT, IOTOMY YTO KaXKaas COejialla el KOMIIJIUIMEHT, CKa3aB, 4YTO OHa 0YEHb
KPaCHuBO BBITJTIAOUT.

—DB&I Bce Moo Cnacu60 BaM, — CKa3aB 3TO, SIeJINC BHIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

«CKasany, 4To LlepeMOoHUs OyIeT MpoXoauTh B I3yMpyoHOM OBOPIE».

Taxe OBITIO ¥ B KHUTE. DOEJUIHUC MPOILIIa 0 CBafle0HOM NOPOXKKe U OTIIPaBUIach B M3yMpymHbIN
IIBODELI.

«HerT, Bcé He MoxKeT OBITh TakXKe. [IpocTo B U3yMpynHOM ABOpPIie KUBET UMIIEPATOP».

[ToaToMy, eciu JTOTHYECKH IIOAYMaTh, MECTO MOTJIO COBIIAfATh. DAEJUINC IbITalaCh CIIPABUTELCS C
TPEBOT0M, KOTOpas BCIIJIbI/Ia Ha TOBEPXHOCTh. 3aTeM OHA JIy4e3apHo yIbIOHYIach, TOTOMY 4YTO
yBU[eNa CuHy JlexaHa, 0XKUAAIOIIEro y Bxoga B PyOUHOBEIM IBOpEL], B KOTOPOM OHa Xkuia. Korga
Omenmnuc moporia 6/11Xe, OH 3aMETHIT €€ TIPUCYTCTBUE U CPa3y Ke 00epHYIICS.

JlexaH, oCcTONOEHEB, CMOTpEJI Ha Heeé, NTOKa OHa He TOofoIIa O/MXKe, ¥ TOIbKO KOTfa JOeuc
OKa3aJlaCh PpsAOOM C HUM, OH B34J1 cebs B PYKH.

— M-Mory 51 compoBoaouTh Te0s? — ImporoBopui JlexaH ApoxkKalluM rojiocoM, obpainasch K Hell.

YBuUpeB 3T0, IOeNnuc BCIOMHHUIA JeHb CBOETO JIe6IOTa.

«—Mory g COIpOBOOUTE Bac, MUJIEOU?»

Jlexaun IMOKPACHE U 3aCTEeHYNBO IIPOTAHYII PYKY TaKXKe, KdK B TOT OE€Hb. JIeNnanuc, Kak U B IIPOLIJIOM,
IIOJI0ZKHJIa CBOIO PYKY Ha €Tr0 JIaJOHb.



— KoneuHo.

OHa no1na Briepén BMecTe ¢ ynbibaroumMmcs JlexanoM. [lopora Kk M3ympygHoMy ABOPITY yKe Obla
yCT/IaHa KOBPOM.

— Jpmennuc, 1 He 3HAl0, YTO CKa3aTh.

— YTt0?

— Tr1 Takas Kpacusas.

— [Touemy THI BAPYT 00 3TOM 3arOBOPUII?..

CrenaB eyl HEOXUIaHHBEIN KOMIUIUMEHT, JIexaH IMOKpacHes. dfesinuc Obla pajga, YTo €€ JIULO
3aKpHITO aToi, MHAYe OH OBl 3aMETHJI, YTO OHA BCS KpacHas. OgHako JIexaH He MOT OTBECTH OT Heé
IJ1a3, IOTOMY YTO He XOTeJl IPONYCTUTh HU MCHOBEHUS, faXke eCyy JnesUIuc Obljia CKphITa Byasiblo.

— Kak xopoii1o, 4To s CTal HUMIEPATOPOM.

— Bristo ObI e1mé nyytie, eciiyd OBl THI UM He OBIIL.

«Cepre3Ho, OBIIO OB NTydlrie, ecniu JIexaH He ObLT ©UMIIEPATOPOM .

Torpma Spennuc OB cpa3y eMy OTKpHITIa cepalle, ¥ He Obl10 OB TOTO BpEMeHH, KOTfla OHa IlepeXkKuBara
13-3a TOT0, YTO OH UMIIEPATop.

— TeI emMHCTBEHHAs, KTO MHE TakK TOBOPHUT.

— 41 cepréesno. 4 xoTena OHTH ¢ JIexaHOM, HO HUKOTIa He X0Tejia OBITh C UMIIEPATOPOM.

JlexaH, KOTOPBIY CAaMOZOBOJILHO YIIBIOAJICS, YCIIBIILIAB €€ CJI0BA, IOCMOTPEN Ha JHEJTUC C UICKPEeHHUM
TPEIeToM.

— Jnennuc...

OHa 1mocMoTpena B eTro CUSIOIIKE T71a3a ¥ 0TBEeJIA B3I, JIesIIiC Obljla CMyIIeHa CI0BaMHU, KOTOPHIE
y Heé BHIPBAJIKCh, a OKUaHMeE B €T0 I'la3ax 00peMeHsIo e€.

— Tsl y2Ke TOBOpHIIa 9TO PaHbIIe, KOT/ia S MpHUe3Kajl B 3aMOK MapKu3a.



«— 91 xouy OHITH C JIexaHOM, a He C ©UMIIepaTOPOM».

IIa, BepHO. Ho mpo6iema Ovlzia B TOM, 9TO [JIS DIEJUINC YaCcTh «HE C UMIIePaToOpoM» OBIla ropas3mo
BaxKHee, 4eM « 4 xouy OBITh C JIexaHOM».

— Ho ecyu 65l BCE 0CTaNI0OCh, KaK paHbIle, s1 6B He CMOT COPOBOXKOATH TEOS BOT TaK.

— Cwor, ecnu OBI MOWM OTEI] IIOCBSTUIT TeOS B PHIIIAPH.

— Ho BC€ Tak coxkunocs, s 651 He CMOT COTIPOBOXKAATh T€0S B IEHb TBOEH CBaibOHI.

— CompoBox[eHue B eHb CBagbObl — 0053aHHOCThL MyXKa.

Ecnu ocobbix mpo06ieM He OBITIO0, TO eQUHCTBEHHBIHM, KTO MOT IIOJIYYUTh NOCTYI K HEBECTE B IEHb
CBafbOBI, — 3TO €€ MYXK.

Heoco3nanHo JlexaH MONI0KUIT BTOPYIO PYKY Ha JIaAOHb dmennuc, KOTOPad JieXKajla Ha €To HepBOfI.

— IlpuBunerus Mmyxa. Kak 651 To Hi OBIJIO, ST CYACT/IMB, YTO COIIPOBOXKAI0 T€0S, — YIHIOHYIICS OH.

— Torga moueMy TH He CTaj PHIIAPEM U He CHeJal MHE IPeIoKeHrne?

— Korpma MHe OBITT0 YeTBIPHAALATE JIET, S AyMaJl, YTO He CMOTY JlaXKe IIPUKOCHYThCS K Tebe, eciu He
CTaHy UMIIEPaTOPOM.

—...KT10 5 mo-tBOEMY?

— Pa3Be uMmIepaTops — He eIUHCTBEHHEIE, KTO MOTYT OBITh PSIIOM C ToOO0#? IpegsinyInuii
uMIeparop, . U...cnenymomui uMneparTop.

«IIpembImymInit UMIIEPATOP IIPEIJIOKUII MHE MecTo OraropogHoi cynpyru(l), cefiyac s cTaHy
UMIEPATPHUIEH HEIHEeNTHETO... HO YTO 3HAYUT «CIIeAYIOUIHH UMIIEPATOP» ?»

Brino oueBugHO, 4TO JIexaH OB TeM, KTO B KHUTE K Hel X0JI0OJHO OTHOCHUJICS, a 3aTeM yOus, oaToMmy
Openmnuc Oblyla CMylleHa BHE3aMHbIM YIIOMUHAHKUEM CJIeYIOIIero nMIepaTopa.

— Cnepgymomui uMnepaTop?!

Korpma 9pennuc youBieHHO IIepeCcIpocuiia, B OTBET JlexaH MOTrafull e€ pyKy U cKa3an:



— Tl cTaHels MaMo# CIeqyoIIero umMmmneparopa. Mim 6ynet Haln peGEHOK.

— Ceropns cBanbOa, KOTOPYIO THI OTKJIaObIBAJld.

Y Opennuc nmepexBaTUIO OBIXaHUE.

— U aTo cBapbba, KOTOPYIO 5 Tak XKAajl, — MPOu3HEC JlexaH, TOCMOTPeN Ha DfesIuc, KoTopas OT
CMYILIEHUS MTOTePsyia Jap Peyur, ¥ MeIJIEHHO YIBIOHYICS.

Tem BpeMeHeEM OHU, He3aMeTHO AJis ce0s, ToJouIIu K M3yMpygHOMY ABOPITY.

— Ero BenuyecTBo ummnepaTop ¥ 4o4Yb Mapku3a bpumnna, 9gennuc bpumnn.

Korga o6baBumu 00 uxX MpUOBITHH, IIIyM B 3aie OICTPO yTux. [loMelieHue OO yKpalleHO
IIPEKPACHBEIMH I[BETAMHU, ¥ BCE TIOXOMUIIO Ha CBAgb0y MMIEPATPHUIIL, KOTOPYIO JMIeJUIKC BUesa B
KHUTE.

«BronHe HOpMaIbHO, YTO BCE TaK YKpPAIIEeHO, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO CBaAbba UMIIEpaTPHIIE, MHE HYKHO
nepecTtaTh OECIIOKOUTHCS 110 TIOBOAY KaxKIOM BEIN».

Bckope 3aurpan OpKecTp, 3a3Bydasia MpeKpacHast MeJIogusi, U JHeIuc ¢ JIeXaHOM IOIIIK 10 JOpore
K anTapio. M B KOHIIe UX XK[Iaj CBSIEHHUK — TOT e YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOro OHA BHIesIa B KHUTE.

«...XBaTUT MEePEeKUBATH YKE».

Ho maxe ecnu Opennuc MeITanack He o6pamaTh BHUMAHMS, OHA MIPOIoIKalia HeBOJILHO BCE
CPaBHUBATH C TEM, UTO BHje/la B KHUTE. PealbHOCTh mepey eé Trila3aMu OTINYasiach, HO OHa He MOrja
HHAYero ¢ coboi momesnaTh.

Korga Spennuc B CONpoBOXIeHNH JIexaHa OCTaHOBUIIACH MEPe]] CBAIMIEHHUKOM, TOT Hadall
IIePEMOHMUIO.

— s MeHs GoJbIast YeCTh MPOBOAUTH LIepeMOHuI0 6pakocodyeTanus Ero Bemuyectsa MMmnepaTopa
Wwmnepuu Kponapg. Torza...

Csappba, KoTopas Hadanach C IPOCTOTO IIPUBETCTBUS, IPUBETIA K IJIMHHOW ITO3APaBUTEIHLHON pedun
CBAIIEHHUKA, U HaKOHeI] IIPUILIO0 BpeMs 00bsIBUTH 0 OpayHLIX 06eTax.

— Knsanétecs nmu Bel, Ketipxan Jlapkcun Kponapn, moouts dnennuc Bpun BeyHo?



— Ha!

Korpga JlexaH rpOMKO OTBETHJI, OBIJIO CJIBIIIHO, KaK TOCTH C TPYIOM CHEePKUBaioT cMeX. OOBIYHO BCE
CIIOKOMHO TOBOPUIIU «fa», TI03TOMY OH OBbLT CIIUIIKOM I'POMKHUM.

— Knsuéteco mu B, Inennuc bpumn, mobuth Keipxana Jlapkcuga KpoHapaoa Be4HO?

— Ja.

Korpa Spennuc oTBeTuna, BCTPEBOXKEHHOE JIUIIO JlexaHa IIPOCBETIIEIIO.

— A Teneps nouenyiTe APYr Apyra B 3HaK KIISATBEL

CBsIIIeHHUK ITPOU3HEC IIOC/IEMHHE CJI0OBA TeM K€ MOHOTOHHEIM I'0JIOCOM, YTO M B KHUTE. JIeJIIHC
ofilyMaJjia, YTO HaKOHeIl-TO IpubuKaeTCcss KOHell cBaieOHOM IlepeMoHuu. To, YTO OHa BHUJIeNa B
KHUTE, IOUYTH 3aKOHYMIIOChH, II03TOMY CKOpO el 6ymeT He 0 YeM OeCIIOKOUTHCS.

3areMm JlexaH nopHsan Oenyio ¢aty, KoTopas 3aKphiBaia U0 Jnennuc. Ero cyactauBoe nuio
IIPUBJIEKTIO €€ BHUMAaHUe.

—... Jlexan?

[To3Bana ero cMmyieHHass JOenuc, Korga Jlexad, BHe3almHO 0CTaHOBUIICS, MOgHSB (aTty. OH
YIBIOHYJICS, TS B €€ 3eJIeHble, MeJIKO JpoXKaliye rja3a. 3aTeM 00XBaTUIl e€ IMIEKH U IPUTIHYIT K
cebe.

— Pa3Be 3TO He mocegHUy mar?

— B-BepHoO.

— Torpa 3akpou rinasa.

Omenmnuc GblyIa CMyIleHa ¥ pacTepsiHa, HO Korga uIlo JlexaHa MOCTEMEHHO OMyCTUIIOCh U
npubOIU3UIOCE K €€ JIUIy, OHA OBICTPO 3aKphina rina3a. OH yIbIOHYJICS U MOIeIoBajl €€ B TyOHL. 3aTeM
TOCTH Pa3PasuiivCh allJI0OUCMEeHTAMH, TIO3OPABIISS UX CO CBambOO.

«!y»

TeMm BpeMeHeM JIeInc MBICJIEHHO KpHru4daia. HOTOMY YTO 3Ta CUTyallusd O4Y€Hb CUJIbHO OTJIMYalldCh
OT TOIr'O, 4YTO OHa BH[EJla B KHHUTE.



«Pa3Be OH He [OIXKEH JIerOHbKO KOCHYTBCSA MOUX l"y'6 " OTIIYCTHUTH MeHs?!»

B xaure He 0b1710 HUYEro mogobHoro. Y Jlexana ObIJIO cYacTIHBOe THI0. KpoMe Toro, dmenmmc
OXKM[asa JIETKOT0 BeXKJIMBOT0 MOLIeITysI, HO ero T'yOrl ¥ He IyMajid OCTaHaBIUBATLCS. BMecTo 3Toro
JlexaH 00HSI DHeIKC 3a Taluio U MIPUTSIHYI K celbe.

[Ipumeuanue.

(1) 00 — 6naropomHas cynpyra, niobrMas HaJl0XKHHUIIA, 10 PAHTy UAET cpa3y XkKe 3a UMIepaTpHUIlen.
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