— Brmmbenis... Het, He Hago, — JlexaH OTKDPGHIJI IBEPIY H.IKa(b‘-II/IKa C BUHAMHU U CPa3y XKe 3aKpPHIJ.

— ITouemy? MoxkeT, BHIIILEM YeT0-HUOYIb?

— Iymato, nmydiie B CleOyOIIui pas.

— [Touemy?

— Yo, ecnu s MOTePsI0 Hafl Co00# KOHTPOJIB?

BHe3anHo Jnesuiic Mo4YyBCTBOBasA, YTO Y HE€ BCIOTENIH PYKHU.

«HeT, OH HEe MOXeT, 3TO...»

JlexaH Me[JIEHHO LIET B CTOPOHY KPOBATH, TMe Jiexkasa JOeJUINC, BHITUPAs BJIaKHEIE BOJIOCHL.
HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OH IIPOCTO IIEBEJIU PyKaMHu, Y He€ 3a001e710 CepAlle OT HAMpsSKeHUsI, KOTOPoe
OHA HCIIBITHIBAJIA.

Y xorpa JlexaH BBHIKJTIOUHII JTaMIy Ha 60KOBOM CTOJNIMKe, OyOyIMX HOBOOPAaYHbIX OKyTala ThMa. Mx
OCBeIIaJjI JINIIb JTYHHBIN CBET, IPOHUKAIOUIMN CKBO3b 3aHABECKH.

Spennuc He MOTJia OTBECTH OT HEro rja3, CJIOBHO OKOJIIOBaHHas.

— Tw1 He coOupaeIIbcst CcraTh? — CIIPOCHII e€ JlexaH.

— Koneuno, cobupaiocs. 51 yxe CIio.

[Tocye ero cmoB JOesIrc 3al03[aa0 OTBEPHYIACH ¥ JIeTTa, YKPHIBIIKUCH ofesiioM. KpoBaTh Onlia
IOCTATOYHO IIMPOKOM, YTOOR TAM MOTJIM CIIOKOWHO CITaTh YETBEPO B3POCIIBIX MyK4UH, HO JlexaH ObLI
ciuImkoM 6711M3K0 K Hed. Korma dpmennuc, MeqjeHHO U3BUBAsICh, JIeTIa Ha Kpal KPOBaTH,
IIPAKTUYECKH TIOBUCHYB, JlexaH 00HSI e€ U YJI0XKWII Ha CepeIuHy KPOBaTH.

— Th ynaperes.

— ...4 6ymy ocTOpOXKHa.

Opennuc nernia, IOBEePHYBIIUCH K HeMy ciHOM. OHa Jaxe [bllIajga OCTOPOXKHO.

— Dpennuc, Thl Tak OTKPOBEHHO HACTOPOXKEHHA, YTO MHE TaK ¥ X04YEeTCA IMOAUIYTUTE Ha[ TOOOH.



JlexaH mpuTsAHYNI €€ K cebe 3a Tanuio 1 00Hs1. OHa He MOTJa B35Th ce0s B PyKH M3-3a TEIJIA eTo0
TeJla, KOTOpoe JIeJIyIuC YyYBCTBOBasla OT €T0 PYKU U CBOeM ciuHOM. [I0CKOJIBKY XanaT He MPUKPhIBa
€€ TI0JTHOCTBIO, TO €€ 00HAKEHHBIE HOT'M KAcaJIUCh ero KPemkux Hor. Korma oHM JOTPOHYIUCH APYT A0
IpyTa, y Heé€ mepexBaTUiIo JhXaHue.

Spmennuc, cuenaB HECKOIBKO OCTOPOXKHBIX U CO3HATEIbHBIX BAOXOB, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 00BSIBUIA O
CBOEU KaIlUTYJISALNH.

— [I-m-mozkanen MeHs.

—...Xoyemb cKa3aTth, Te0s1 KT0-TO My4aeT? He To, uTOGH 1 00 9TOM He AyMaJ, HO 51 He Oyay 3TOTro
IeJaTh.

He BEITEPKAB, JeNuc MOIbITaIach BBIﬁpaTbCH U3-IIOA Oofesdia, HO IMIOTepIiella HeEyada4dy, IIOTOMY 4YTO
OH IepzxKall €€ 3a TaJulo.

— 4 X04y BEpHYTHLCA B CBOIO KOMHATY. f He MOT'Y YCHYTb.

— 4 u3HavaNbHO He cOOMpAICA CllaTh, TaK YTO BCE B IOPSITKE.

«ECTecTBeHHO, s He MOTJIa He IIOHSATh, 0 YEM roBOPuU JIexaH, HO Be[lb MEI eIl€ HaxKe He XXKeHaThl!
[Tpo1io coBceM HEMHOTO BPEMEHH C TeX IOop, KaK MBI C HUM BOCCOeTuHUIKUCh! OH MHE TOJIBKO Havall
HPABUTHCS, a TEIIePh, IIPOIMYCTUB BCE, ST 0KA3BIBAIOCh B €0 CIIajbHe!»

dpmennuc HagesIach MPOUTH BCE MOCTEIIEHHO, Iar 3a maroM. OHa He X0Tesa, YTOOH BCE OBIIO TaK.

—...JIexaH.

— JIa?

— Ecnu TeGe He HPABUTCS, YTO S HAX0XKYCh BMECTE C 9CKOPTOM, s OyIy MPUXOOUTE CIOfla, HO CIIaTh
Oyny Ha OuBaHe.

— Hu 3a uTo. Kak ThHl cebe 3TO mpeacTaBisenb?

Opennuc B3sina JlexaHa 3a PyKy, KOTopas OOHMMalla e€ 3a TaJuio, ¥ HallpaBUjIack K OOJBIIOMY
IKBaHY.

— [TocmoTpu Ha 370!

BorbImoi auBaH OBIT MATKUM U IOCTATOYHO IIHPOKUM, YTOOB! JMIeJ/INC MOTJIa JIeUb, BRITSHYB HOTH.



— Bceé PaBHO HET. A ne MOTY IIO3BOJIUTH CBO€EM KeHe CIIaTh Ha JUBaHE.

OpHakKo OHa He MOIJIa IIOJIOKKTh TaM CIIaTh UMIepaTopa. Eciu mis Dmenuc quBaH Obl TOKa3aJIics
ymoOHBIM, TO TAKOMY BHICOKOMY 4YeJIOBEKY, Kak JlexaH, Obl10 Ol Ha HEM TECHO. BHIZI0 0UEBHIHO, YTO
€CJIU OH TaM JITXKET, er0 HOTH OyAyT TOPYaTh.

Korpa Spennuc oka3anach B 3aTpyAHeHUH, JlexaH OTCTYIINI.

— Opennuc, He OeCIoKoics.

— 4 xpman ceMb neT. [lyMaellib, T He CMOTY TIO[0XKIATh eIré mapy gHeu?

— 3HauuT, TH OyAelb CIIOKOWHO CIIaTh?

— 9 u mo 3Toro B ceds1 CIIOKOKUHO.

— 3-310! BepHo...

Ecnu mogymath, JlexaH HU4YeTo He cOefal, TOJIbKO OOHSJII €€ 3a Tanuio. Bcé OBINIO TOBKO B TOJIOBE
dnennuc.

— Torpga naguo. Crioko#HoM HouH, JlexaH.

Spenuc cTano Ierko Ha gyiie. [IoToMy YTO OHa eIl€ He IOAT0TOBUIIa CBOE CEPAlle, KakK IIPOCUII paHee
JlexaH.

Spennuc mogoIna K KPOBATH I'opa3fgo 0oree TETKUM IIaroM, YeM paHblIle, 1 JIeTa. Ona HaKpPHIIIaChb
OmesJIOM TOJIBKO OO I'PyOHU U C KOM(l)OpTOM 3adbIlIaja.

— Jla, u Tebe TOXKe, DOEIIUC.

JlexaH Toxke JET psgoM ¢ Hell. HamMHOro G1uKe, 4eM paHblile, HO JHENIUC CIIOKOMHO YIbIOHYIach
eMmy. EIé coBceM HelaBHO e€ ceprie OBIII0 TOTOBO B30PBATHCS, HO OKA3aJI0Ch, YTO BUMETH JIUIIO
CBOETro0 NTIOOMMOTO0 YeJIoBeKa mepe CHOM IIPUHOCUT GOJIbIle CYaCThs, YeM OHa AyMaJa.

«W mIepBoe, UTO 5 YBUKY 3aBTPA, KOTA OTKPOIO TJ1a3a, — 3TO eT0 JIULO».

Korga Opmenmuc yneibHynack, Jlexad mpoIenTan el Ha yXo:



— Tol He cobupaemnILCcs cnaTh?

— 4 cnmro!

Omenauc 3aKphUI IJIa3a U CTajla XIaTh, KOrma K Hel mpuaeT coH. OHa BHITTIsmesna 6ojee
pacciablieHHo, YeM paHbIie. JIexaH HEMHOTO0 ITOyMaJl, a 3aTeM MOACYHYJI PYKY e IO IIIel0.

— YT0 TH menaels?

— Ilopgymika u3 pyku. YTo-TO HE Tak?

— DTO0 HUYTO, II0 CPaBHEHHIO C TEM, 4YTO s CO6I/IpaJ'IC${ ChoeJiaTk.

Omennuc GHICTPO CMUPUIIACE, IOTOMY YTO YCIIOKAWBalollas aTMocdepa, Ka3amoch, Hayala CHOBa
HaKanuBaThcst. CHavasa e ObIT0 HEMHOTO Heyqo0HO, HO TeITI0 Tejla IPUHOCHIIO € YYBCTBO
0e30IIaCHOCTH.

— Tomnbko pyka.

3aTeM MOSIBUIACh €T0 PYKa.

— ...JlexaH.

— Pa3Be g He POCTO IOAHA PYKY BBEPX?

— T®1 3aKOHYUII C pyKaMu?

— Korpa s He COepzXKHrBaJl CBOETO obemranus’?

— ...9TO0 BEpPHO.

JlexaH Bcerja BBIIIOJIHSII JaXkKe caMble MajieHbKHe oOemanus. Korma oHa BCIIOMHKIIa 00 9TOM, el
CTaJIo Jjierde.

«[la, PYKH — 3TO HOPMAJIBHO, IIOTOMY YTO MHE TO2XK€ HYXKHO IIOATOTOBUTE CBOE Cep,t[ue!»

KoneuHo, oHa Oblsla pafia IOYYBCTBOBATH TEIIIO U TSXKECTh €T0 TeJla, HO B YMEPEHHHBIX f03ax. Kak Obl



OHa HU HEpPBHHYAJIQA, dOennImuc cMoria CIIOKOMHO 3aCHYTB, KdK TOJIBKO HaIIPAXKEHHNEe CIIaJio.

— ...TH cIumIB?

KoHeuHO, 9T0 Kacanoch IUIlb JOEIuc, a He OPYyroro 4ejoBeKa B KOMHaATe.

— THI HeMCTBUTEIPHO CIIUIIL?

— He MOTY IIOBEPUTH, YTO THI TaK CIIOKOMHO CIIUIIb TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 4YTO 51 CKa3all Tebe 3To...

B Kako0#i-TO MOMEHT JfeJIINC BAPYT IOBEPHYJIAch K JlexaHy, KOTOPHEIA CMOTpeNI Ha Hee. X0Ts OHa
JIMIIB CJIeTKa MOIIeBeInIach, e€ XauaT pa3Bsa3ancs.

JlexaH CO3HATEIbHO OTBEJI B3TJIA[ U MOMBITANICS 3aBg3aTh XalaT, HO HECKOIbKO pas3 omubest. OH
mooOeran cebe, 4TO GYI[eT CMOTpPETH TOJIBKO Ha II0sC, yTOOHI 3aBs3aTh Y3€IlL. Ho obelianue ocTamoch
IIPOCTO CJIOBAMH, JlexaH He CMOT UCIIOIHUTH €r0.

V3Kuii BEIpe3 MeXK/Iy paclyIleHHKIME BOJIOCAaMU ITPUBJIEK €r0 BHUMaHue, u B3rysiy JlexaHa
€CTeCTBEHHBIM 00Pa30M CKOJIb3HYJI 10 BOPOTHUKY, KOTOPHIM OKPyXKaJ eé Iei0. 3aTeM OH HUKAK He
MOT OTBJIEYHCS OT 6eJI0N KOXKM JIeIuC, KOTOPY0 OBIJI0O BUIHO CKBO3b XanaT. Ha Hel SBHO OBIIO
HUXKHee 0erbe, HO 3TO eIlé CUIbHee MeIIao eMy B35Th ce0si B PYKH.

— Dnenuc.

— Jnennuc...

CkombKO OBl OH €€ HU 3BaJl, J[IeJINC YCHYIIQ, IIO3TOMY H€ MOI'JIa OTBETUTL.

— Xa-a.

JlexaH TSXKeJI0 B3OOXHYJ U PELIUII He CMOTPETh Ha Heé.

— M-M-M...

Korga oH momBITANICS BHTAIIUTL CBOIO PYKY, Ha KOTOPOU OHA Jiexkasia, Je/IuC HaXMyPHUIach.
[TogymaB cTo pa3, OyOUTh €€ BOT TaK UM HET, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JIexaH PeIuil CMUPUTHCS ¢ 3TuM. OH



TI0AyMaJl, 94TO, K CHACThIO, IOATOTOBHUII CBafleOHYI0 1IePEeMOHHUI0 MaKCUMaIbHO OBICTPO, MHaYe ObI
yMmep.

— [ToxanyiicTa, IPOCTU MEHS 3a 3TO.

JlexaH HEKHO IIOIIEJIOBAT €€ B I'yOHL.

OH HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 ILIe/IoBajl €€ B MIEKY Uiu J100, HO BIIEPBLIE Kacascs eé ryd, mostomy Jlexan

HEBOJIbBHO CTJIOTHYII. On IIOOYMEIBAJI O TOM, YTOOHI ITOIEJTOBATh €€ el pas3, Ho 00s17ICsT, YTO HA 9TOM

BCE He 3aKOHYUTCS, K TOMY Xe, Obl10 OBl Becesiee YBUOETh MOKPACHEBIIee OT ero MOIeTys JTUI0
dpennuc, no3Tomy JlexaH ¢ coxalleHUeM OTOIBUHYIICH.

ITO He 3HAUMUT, YTO OH HE Pa3049apoOBaH — JlexaHn B3TOXHYII ele Ppa3 CTO, IIOKa He B30IIJI0 COJIHIIE.

kxckekk

Korga Jpmenmuc mpocHyach, OHa He MOTJIa He YOUBUTHCS yBUAEHHOMY 3penuiry. O4eBUIHO, UTO,
OTKPHIB TJ1a3a, JeBYIIKa NOIKHA OblIa YBUAETH IIOTOJIOK.

«Torma 4ToO 3TO 3a CTEHA TEJIECHOI 0 IIBeTa IIeped MOUMH T'Jla3aMu ?»

Korpa Spennuc MenmeHHO MOOHSAIA I'7la3a, 3TO OKa3ascs JlexaH ¢ 3aKpPLITBHIMU T'7la3aMU, KOTOPHIH,
II0X03Ke, cIIall.

«B-Buepa! d-a u JlexaH... MBI ciany BMeCTe».

Onu BUepa JeUCTBUTENIBHO TOJIBKO crianu. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, JOeJIUC, U3-3a KOTOPOU BCIO HOUb
Myuunscs Jlexas.

Omenauc IOCMOTpea Ha ero JIUI0, YYBCTBYS, YTO €M MPEICTaBUIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTH, KOTOPOH GOJbIIe
He OymeT. M3-3a TOTO, UTO OH BCE JETCTBO IIPOBEN Ha apeHe, er0 OTTEHOK KOXKY OBIZT HEMHOTO TeMHee
€€, ¥ OH 0YeHb XOPOIII0 COUETAJICS C eT0 PHIKHUMH BOJIOCAMH.

«A elIlé 04YeHb COYETAETCS C ero 30JI0TUCTHIMU TJIa3aMH, KOTOPHIE s ceifyac He BUXKY, IIOTOMY UTO €T0
T71a3a 3aKPBITHI».

Ona ONyCTHJIa B3rJiA[, IIbITASACh 3alle4YaTIETh B CBOEMU MTaMSTH €T0 KpeIIKoe TeJIo. YT00HI OyMaTh O
HEM, KOTa 3aX04eT. JOeJJINC HEOCO3HAHHO CTJIOTHYyJIa — HpOCTOfI XaJlaT He MOT' CKPBITh OYepTaHUudA



ero tena. OHa He coepzxKalla TI00OIIBITCTBA U IIOTAHYJIAChk K HEMY. OCTOpO}KHO Spennuc OTOOBHUHYJIA
XaJlaT B CTOPOHY.

HakavyaHHbBIE MBIIIIE TPUTSATUBANY K ce0e B3TTIsH, HO elé TaM OBl 00JIbIIoN IIpaM. ITo pa3duBaio
eyl cepArle, XOTs OHA HaXKe He 3HaJa, MOIy4Yus JIexaH ero Ha apeHe UK BO BPEMS IIePeBOpOTa.

«JJomXHO OBITH, 3TO 0YEHb OOJIBHO...»

[Tomymara JEeIuC U MOMbITAIaCh JOTPOHYTHCS [0 mpaMa. Ho, Kak pa3 mepeq TeM, Kak e€ IaJlbIbl
KOCHYJIUCH ero0, JlexaH CXBaTHUJI €€ 3a 3allsICThe.

— Jlexan!

— JOennuc, 4To THI Aejlaellb?

— H-Her, Bcé He Tak! 4 3Hal0, 4YTO B TaKOM CHUTYyallUH JIETKO BCE HEIIPABUJILHO ITOHSTh.

— Tak u eCcTh, — 3aTyMYUBHIN I'0JI0C JIexaHa 3aCTaBUI JeJJINC HEPBHUYATD €IllE€ CUIIbHEE.

ITo ero rimazam ObIJIO BUAHO, YTO OH IIPOCHYJICS HE TOJIBKO YTO. DfEJUINC JIETKO [IOHAA, I0YeMy ero
roJIOC 3By4asl TaK [IPUTIIYIIEHHO.

— Brirnsagut oueHb 60mbpHO! §1 6ecmokounIack.

— 3HAQYUT IPOCTO ITOTOMY, YTO BHITJISAUT TaK, CJIOBHO MHe OOJIbHO?
— [Ha.

— XM...

— JTO mpaBpa.

— IloHATHO.

HepBHuyaroiasa Jpeinc nogyMana, Kakoe c4yacThbe, 4To JIexaH He cTajl 3a0CTPATh Ha 3TOM
BHMMaHue. OH BCTaJl, CKa3aB, YTO IOWJET YMBIBATLCS, HO IIepel IBePhi0 00EPHYIICS U ITOCMOTPEIN Ha
Hee.

— OcTasncs Bcero OOUH NeHb.



—...Ja.

CBappba moikHa OblyTa COCTOSATHCS 3aBTPa. OHa 3Hana 00 9ToM, maxe eciau Ovl JIexaH HUYEro He
cKas3ail.

— Torma, HauMHas C 3aBTPAIIHEro JHd, Thl CMOXKEIIb CIIOKOMHO CMOTPETh Ha MEHA.

— YTt0?

— Tebe He HyxkHO OymeT YKpafKoy OTOABUTaTh MOM Xanar.

OHa HUYETro He OTBETHIIA, HO MOT4aHKe OBIJIO TOpa3mo KpacHopeduBee cjioB. [TocMoTpeB Ha
dmenmuc, KoTopas 6blyla TOTOBa MPOBAIUTHCS TIOM 3eMITI0 OT CTHIa, OH YIEIOHYIICS.

— Ocrarcs Bcero ouH eHb, I03TOMY Habepuch Teprenus. S Toxe TepILIio.

Cka3zas 970, JIexaH 3aKpblI ABeph U ucudes. [louemMy-To el 1oKa3asaoCch, YTO OHA CJIBIILIUT XUXUKaHbE
3a IBEPLIO.

— A-a-alll

Spennuc, MMHas CBOE HU B UYeM HEIIOBMHHOE OHESII0, X0TelNa TIOBEPHYTH BPEMA BCIIATE.

«On norman mens! [Toiiman! 4 He xoTesna, YTOOH BCE Tak MOMy4Yusoch! [loyeMy THl He MOT ITOKa3aTh,
4YTO He CIUIb, JIexaH?»

OJIHaKO, HeJb3s OBLIO IMONMYYUTH OTBET OT YEJIOBEKA, KOTOpBIIZ YXe ymen

kxkckokk

B ornryme ot 00BIYHOTO, IeHb Iepes cBaab00i 0BT 0YeHDb HAPsSKEeHHEIM. Bemgb 910 Oblyia cBambba
UMIIePATPHIHL.

S[ennuc IPUIIIOCh IPUHATH BaHHY, KakK TOJIBKO OHA IIPOCHYJAch paHO yTPOM, a 3aTeM HeMe[IeHHO
3aHSATHCS YXOMOM 3a CBOel Koxkeil. [[eByIKa 4yBCTBOBasa cebst KoMbopTHEE, IOTOMY UTO el He Hajo
OBLI0 HaXOOUTHCS PARoOM C JlexaHoM. Ecniu Obl OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH C OPYT OPYrOM IIPSIMO ceryac, e



JUL0 CPa3y Obl BCIBIXHYJIO.

— B menb cBagpOBI IPHUHSTO, YTOORI JKEHUX ¥ HEBECTA HE BCTPEYAJIUCH 10 IIePEMOHUH.

Ona ObinTa pafa, Korma dpeinrHa et coobummna 00 9ToM. IAETUC CKa3asid, YTO CerOgHS OHA JOJIKHa
0CTaThCS B CBOEM PyOMHOBOM OBOPIIE, IIOTOMY YTO OHM He MOJIKHEI BUETh JIUIlA APYT ApPyTra IMocie
TIOJTyHOYH.

JlexaH maxe He BBIIIET U3 KabuHeTa, 3aKaHYUBas C IOCTIeHUMHU [eflaMHu. 3aTeM, He3aloJIiro Mo
IIOJIYHOYH, OH CHeJIiall II€PEePHIB, YTOORI 1o IMOKPOBOM HOYHY HABECTUTH Seuc.

— Dpennuc!

— CKOpO IIOJIHOYb, YTO, €CJIX KTO-TO MPUOET Cioma?

Brino OB HEX0POIIIOo, ecyy Obl Y3HAM, YTO UMIIEPATOP HapyIlaeT TPafuLuio.

— MeHns He IOMMAIOT.

— To OyMaellb, 9YTO IIEPEIBUXKEHUA UMIIEPATOPA OCTAHYTCSA He3aMe4YeHHBIMU?

— Xa... Y 3aueM 4 cTan uMmnepaTopom?

— Pa3sBe He 1114 TOro, 4TOOH XKEHUTHCS HAa MHE?

JlexaH BeceJsio paCCMedIiCs, KOroa OHa B OTBET IIOBTOPHUJIA €TI0 K€ CJIOBA.

— Xa-xa-Xa, 3TO BepHO, Jfeync. Pa3 Tak, TO TyT HUUEro He MOofesaells.

— [la, momoxnau o 3aBTPa.

— 3aBTpainHui 6aHKET Mocje CBafibObl IPOAJIATCS OO0 MO3MHEN HOYH, II09TOMY He 3a0yb, YTO MBI
yiaéM ImocepenuHe HETo.

— [Touemy?

— MHe OyOeT CI0XKHO J0XKAAThCS HOUM.

— ...4l mpuMy 3TO K CBEEHUIO.



— Obs13aTensHo.

Spennuc KUBHYNA, TOKPAacHeB, a JlexaH HEKHO 00HS/Ia €€ U IpuxKascs rybamu K eé yoy.

— XopoI110, yBUAUMCS 3aBTpa.

Korga oH OTKpBI ABEPD U MOMIBITANCS YUTH, dmennuc Habpanach XpabpOCTH ¥ CXBaTHIIA €ro 3a
pyKas.

— Jnemnnuc?
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