Pot 3pennuc OTKDPHBIJICA OT HEOZKHUOAHHOTO IIPENJIOKEHN A Jlexana. Heoco3HaHHO OHa 0CBOOOOMIIACh
13 ero o0bsATHI U CHeana Inar Ha3af.

— YTt0?

— f ckaszar, YTOOBI THI IIpuX0oOoujia B MOU Ka6I/IHeT, KOI'la YuTaelllb KHUT'H.

— Her, uTO0 THI CKa3aJI IIOCJIE 3TOTO.

— {1 ckasza, YTOOBI THI IIPHUIIlJIa KO MH€ B CIIQJIbHIO HOYELIO.

dpmennuc MoKpacHesla, KOraa IMOHsIIa, YTO He OCJIkIIanack. Ho JIexaH Tak pemmTeNnbHO 9TO CKa3all,
YTO OHA CHOBa OBINla 3aTrHAHA B YTOJ.

— Ho MBI emié He KeHaTHI...

— Mgl BCE paBHO MOKEHUMCS Yepe3 [Ba HS.

— O-3T0 Tak, HO... B mo6oM ciydae, 3T0 HeBaXXHO. [laxke 1mocye cBagbObl 0OBIYHO XKUBYT B Pa3HBIX
CIaJIbHAX.

VimmepaTpuila Bcerya xkuja OTOeIbHO B PyOMHOBOM ABOpIIE, a UMIIEPaTop - B U3yMpymHOM.
VimmepaTop npuxonua B PyOuHOBEIM mBOpel, YTOOH IIPOBECTH BPEMS C JKEHIITMHOM, C KOTOPOH
3axo4eT. ITO Morjia ObITh UMIIEPATPHUIIA, KOpoJieBa (1) uIu HaNOKHHUIIA.

KoneuHo xke, ceituac KpoMe Iuesnuc B PyOMHOBOM OBOPIIE HUKTO HE KUIIL.

— Jlaxxe ecIy Takoe 4acTo ObIBAeT, 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO U MHI JOJIXKHEL TaK MejlaTh, — OTBETHUJI el
JlexaH.

— U Bceé xe...

— Openmnuc, 4ToOH TH 3Hala, 51 X049y IIPOBOAUTD ¢ TOO0M 24 4aca B CYyTKH, He Tepsis HA CEeKYHMHL.

E# GbIJTO HEJTOBKO IIPECTAaBUTEL cebe, YTO OHM OYOYT BMECTe KPYTJIBIMM CYTKaMu. JIeJlIiC He 3Haja,
KaK HacueT ero o0rYHOM paboTel ¢ OyMaraMu B KaOMHETe, HO, eCJIM OHa IOUAET C HUM 3acelaHue
mapJaaMeHTa, MUHHCTPaM 9TO IOKaXKeTCs CTPaHHKIM. Kpome Toro, OH Ha pacCBETe TPEHUPYETCS C
MEYOM, ITO3TOMY el TOXKe MPUOETCS BCTATh C BOCXOIOM COJIHIIA.

«Hy, mpochImaThCsi BMECTe Ha PacCBeTe — 3TO HOPMAJIbHO».



HacTrosas Hpo6neMa 3aKJII049ajiaChk B BaHHE I1epea CHOM.

«...Heyxenu HaMm IPUOETCSA MBIThCS BMECTE?»

Eé Ba3rnsm cam co0oii CKOMb3HY BHU3. OT MIMPOKUX IJIeY M KPEIKOH IPYOU MO XOPOIIO HaKaYaHHOTO
6rmaromapst IOCTOSSHHBIM TPEHUPOBKAM IIpecca. 3aTeM OHA, OYHYBILKCH, TOMHSIIA TOJIOBY H,
BCTPETUBIIKCH T'TTa3aMH C JIexaHOM, OTBeJla B3TJIS].

«ThI, MOMKHO OBITH, COIINa C yMa, dxennuc bpunn. Het, Spennuc Kpornapm».

Eii OBLIO CTPAIIHO IOAYMaTh, KyZla UyTh He yIaJjl €€ B3rJsA — MHCTUHKT NeUCTBUTENIbHO MyTaiouas
BEIb.

«He myuirie v ©CIIONB30BATh OOHY CHAMBHIO?.. HeT! 9To eIré 4To Takoe? JTO XKe CMEIIHO!»

IIBopel TaKOM IIPOCTOPHBIM, a MyKUMHA U XKEHIMHA JOJIXKHE NeJIUTh ONHY KPOBaTh U ONHY CIIaJIbHIO.
Hourwo. Onuun.

«BynmeT cTpaHHO, €ClTM HUYETro He MMPOU30UIET!»

SOenanuc oT CTHAA 3aKpPEBIIIa JTUIO0 PYKaMU, €dBa COEPXKUBAACE, yTOOLI HEe 0CECTh Ha I0JI. Ka3anocs,
4qToy JlexaHo He OBITIO TAKOTO HaMepeHusi, 1 OHa eJUHCTBEHHAd OyMadJla 00 aTOM.

— T-Torma, moueMy OBl HaM He MTPOBOAUTDH NEeHb BMECTE, HO CIIaTh IIOPO3HbL?

Cnatsh pa3penbHO 03HA4YasIo, YTO OHU OYAYT paccTaBaThCA K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOTAa Hy>KHO OymeT
TOTOBUTLCS KO CHY, I03TOMY DIEeJUIAC CMOKET 0CBOOOOUTHCS OT [IBYX Belllel, KoTopkle 6eCIIOKOUIN
eé Oombie Bcero. OnHako JlexaH 0TKa3asics, He 3a0yMbIBasiCh.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He 3HAYHUT, YTO TH TOTHA OCTAHEIIbCS C SCKOpTOM?

— Bupgumo, ma?

— Torpga HerT.

— Jaxe ecnu 3T0 ¢3p OeppuH unu c3p Peimenr?

— Ia. Y pa3Be 06b19HO 3TO He c3p Paccuc?

C camoro Hayasa 9T0 He ObII0 MPOOIEeMOi, HO J0 BYEpPAIITHero OHS OHU TOJIBKO 00MEHMBAJINChH



IIPUBETCTBUAMU.

— Ho g He umen B Buny capa daccuca...

— 41 3Hal0, S MPOCTO PEBHYIO.

Spennuc Oblsla HECKOJIBKO CMYIIeHa, Korfia JIexaH ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO ITPHU3HAJICS B CBOEM PEBHOCTH.

— P-peBHyemis?

— [la, peBHYI0. & TOIBKO YTO CHOBA IOHSJI, YTO TH OYapoBaTesIbHA, IPUBJIEKaTe/IbHa U ITpeKpacHa He
TOJIBKO [IJIT MEHS.

—...HeT, opyrue ooy Tak He CYUTAIOT.

— Xoten OHI 51, 4TOOBI OBIJIO UMEHHO TakK, — JIexaH CHOBa 0OHMMAI JeJIiuC, KoTopas Oblia B 1Iare
oT Hero. — He 3HaJ, 4TO HAWAETCS UOMOT, KOTOPBIMA CKAXKeT, YTO BIIOOUIICS B UMIIEPATPHUILY.

— Ha cBagb0y mpuemeT Tak MHOTO JTIOJIeH, ¥ YTO MHe [Ie/TaTh?

— Bcé B nmopsimke! 4 3amoMHUIT TOYTH BCIO MHPOPMAIIHUIO O IMocax!

JlexaH B3OOXHYIJI, KOT'Ia Opemnnuc ¢ CUSIONIMMY T'Jla3aMM CKa3ajla, YTOObl OH He BOJTHOBAJICS.

— Tol myMaellb, 4TO MeHS ceidac 9To 6ecrmokouT? Huuero cTpairHoro, eCju Thl CIIPOCHUIIH 110CTIa U3
CepHbe, He U3 PomoHa i OH.

— Yto Th! Hecémurs? Pogon u CepHbe celiyac KOHGIUKTYIOT U3-3a IPUT'PAHUYHBIX 3€Me]lb.

— BoT nouemy s 3T0 cKa3aj, — JlexaH 1oliesioBal B J106 BCE ellé He MOHUMAIOIIYI0 HUYero JIeiucC.
— 4 6010CH, YTO OHHU BIIOOSATCS B TEOS.

— U, 3TO 3BYUYUT HEJIEIoO.

— Ecmu Tako# 4emoBek MOSIBUTCS, ST ObI XOTeI Pa3Bsi3aTh BOMHY, HO 5T HE MOTY B35Th Tebs ¢ co0oi Ha
riosie 6os.



— B-BepHo.

— A ecnu 51 Tebst OCTaBIIIO, PSAIOM C TOOOM OyIyT 3CKOPT-phILlapu. Torma 1 uxX Toxe... ITO MOJTHbIM
TYIIUK.

Opennuc gaxe He 3HaJa C 4ero el HayaTk. [loueMy OH pemn, YTO IOCJIE U 3CKOPT-PHILIapy B HEE
Bm00sTCS? YV capa PelimeHa BooOime Obljla OUeHb XOPOIlleHbKast HEBEeCTa.

— HOSTOMY g OyMall OOeThb Tebs IIOCKpPOMHEE, HO 3TO TBOA €IMHCTBEHHAsA CBaJIB6a, U THI — T'JIaBHaAA
T€POHHA, IIO3TOMY TaK HEJIb34.

— TrI He MOXKEIb OIeTh MEHS IIOCKPOMHee!

— 4 3Hatw. [Ipobnema B TOM, YTO MOe XKeJlaHWe TTI0XBACTAThCS Mepef JTIOAbMU TeM, KaKas y MeHs
KpacuBas XKeHa, TPOTUBOPEYUT KeJIaHUIO CIIPATaTh TeOS 0TO BCEX.

Spennuc He MOTJIa IPUATHU B cebs OT MPOMOIKAIOIIEerocs BocxBaneHus Jlexana. Ciyiast ero, MOXHO
OBLIO TOyMaTh, YTO OHA BOIIJIOIIEeHNe OOTHHU KPACOThl U CaMO€e AParolleHHOe, YTO €CTh B MUDE.

— K-kcraTu! THl ceituac He paboTaels, BCE nu OyOeT B IOpsaKe?

— Ecnu TonpKO ceromHs, TO fa, HO eCiid He pa00oTaTh MOJbIe, TO TOTHAa BOSHUKHYT TPYIHOCTH, —
JlexaH yTKHYJICS HOCOM B IIEI0 DIEIIUC, KOTOPYI0 00HUMaj. — Xa... BymeT CJI0XKHO B3ATh OTIIYCK
II0CJIe CBAmdbOEL.

— OTmyck? YTo T cobHpaenbCs genaTh?

— A TH KaK JyMaellb, YTO MbI OyfieM [efaTh?

Spennuc MoYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK HANPATIKUCh pyKu JlexaHa. OHa Tenepb CUJIbHEE OIIyIajia ero MBIIIIIE,
KOTOPHIE BUfIEJIa [I0 3TOTO, IIOTOMY YTO OH IIPUXKAJICS K €€ Tey.

— ...IlyremecTsue.

— Ecnu y MeH$st XBaTUT CHUJI OTIIPABUTHCS B ITyTEIIECTBHUE, TO MBI CleIaeM U 3T0, — JlexaH
HETOPOILJIUBO YJILIOHYJICS €€ U MOBeJI €€ B M3yMpyIHbIM IBOpPEL.

Spennuc He MOTJIa CIIPOCUTH, IIOYEMY Y HEero MOXKeT He XBaTUTh CUJI AJIs myTelnecTBusi. CKOJTbKO OB
OHa HU [yMalia, OTBET, Ka3aJioCh ObIL: «TO cCaMOe, 0 UEM 5 ceryac AyMaio».



— Ecnu xo4ells MOYnUTaTh KHUTY, TO MOXKEIIb IIPUHECTH e€ 13 CBoero KabuHeTa B MO.

— XoporIo.

— Ecnu xoyenib OTOOXHYTH, TO MOs CIIaJIbHA HAIIPOTHB TeOs.

—...Xoporo.

O[enauc I0CMOTpesa Ha ero KOMHATy. 9T0 OblJla HOMMHAIbHAS «CHIanbHsS». [I0CKOJIBKY BCETma
CyIIIeCTBOBaJIa yrpo3a yOHICTBa, TO KOMHATa, B KOTOPO cmas JIexaH, MeHsach KaXk Ok IeHb, a 9TO
Oblna oduIManbHas CIIaIbHS.

— Ecnu TH X04elb coenaTh YTO-HUOYOb eIlé, MOXKEIb CKa3aTh MHE 00 3TOM.

— Xoporo.

Opennuc 3arisiHyiaa B CBOM KaOWHET, YTOOHI ITPOBEPUTH, HE CHUSIET JIX «Ta caMasi» KHHUTa. YBUIEB, YTO
HHUYero HeoORIYHOTO HET, OHA BHITAIIMIIA KHUTY HAyTafd ¥ OTIIPaBUiIach B ero KaOuHet. ['opa Oymar
SICHO TIOKa3bIBaJjla, HACKOJILKO OH 3aHSAIT.

— Torpga 51 3aiMyCh 0(pOopMIIeHHEM NOKYMEHTOB.

— [la, xopo1o. A g MOYUTa KHUTY!

— ... OCHOBHI 17151 TPOCTOT'0 TOHUMaHUS OPACCETLCKOTO S3bIKa?

— HpI/IeJIYT IIOCJIBI U3 Bpaccenﬂ, IIO3TOMY s X0TeJla MPOCTO UX IMOIIPUBETCTBOBATE...

JlexaH ynEIGHYIICS.

— 3apaBCTByUTe.

—A?

— DTO IPUBETCTBHE HA OPACCENTECKOM.

Opennuc OTKpPhUIa KHUTY U MIPOYKTAlIa TPAHCKPUIIINIO — BCE OBITIO Tak, KakK cka3as JlexaH.

— OTKypna TH 3Haellb?



— THI He MOXKeEIIb CTaTh HMIIEPATOPOM TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, 9YTO 3HAEIb, KAK IIOJIE30BATHECA MEYOM.

— U Bcé-taku!

— Ecnu cepHbEHCKMIA S BEIYYHII PaHbIe, TO OPacCenbCKUE I3bIK MHE IPHIIIOCh U3y4YaTh ITOCIIe TOTO,
KaK s CTaJl UMIIEPATOPOM.

— VX THL...

Spennuc mogyMasa, 4To JIexaH MHOTO CcTpajas Obl, Tpexae YeM cTaTh uMrepaTtopoM. OHa CYMTaa,
YTO OH 00y4Yasics TOJBKO BIIafIeHUIO MEYOM U TAKTHKe, YTOOHI IIOATOTOBUTHCS K BOCCTAHUIO. DOEJIIUC
HUKorga OBl He ITOAyMaJl, UTO OH eIll€ U SI3bIKU OyJeT YIUTE.

Kpome Toro, maxke CTaB UMIIEPATOPOM, OH IIPOIOJIZKAJ U3yYaTh HE TOIBKO (EeXTOBAaHUE, HO U SI3BIKH
TaKUX HeOO/IBIINX CTPaH, Kak Bpaccers.

«...IloTpscaroie».

Opennuc mymaina 06 3TOM BCE BpeMs IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK CHOBa BCTPETHN JIexaHa, — OH CHUJIbHO
OT/JIMYAJICS OT TOro JIexaHa, KOTOPOTO OHa 3HAJ B mpouutoM. CTaTyc, KOHEUHO, TOXKe IIOMEHSIJICS, HO
TO, KaK OH BRIpazkajl CBoe MHeHUe, ¥ 00CTaHOBKA, B KOTOPOU OH POC, CUITBHO OTJIKYaNach OT TOTO, YTO
OHA OyMana.

YemMm Ooriblire deInc CMOoTpena Ha JlexaHa, COCPeIoTOYeHHOTo Ha padoTe, TeM 0ojiee He3HAaKOMBIM
OH eii Ka3asics. [lemo OBIIO fazxke He B TOM, YTO OH CTAJl He3HAKOMIIEM [/Isi He€, CKopee, Termephb OHa
MEeHCTBUTEILHO HE BUE/IA B HEM «MUJIOT0 MJIafiIero OpaTukay.

— Jnennuc.

— A?!

— Kak MHe paboTtaTh, KOrfia TH TakK Ha MEHS CMOTPUIIb?

Anennuc OLUIO CTHIIHO, UTO €€ IIOMMaJIH.

— 4 yurana KHUTY!

— ThI IepXKUIIh €€ BBEPX HOTaMHU.



Omennuc nepeBepHyia KHUTY U MOMbITAIaCh COCPENOTOYUTHCS Ha Hel.

— A, JlexaH.

— [Ia?

— Korpma npubynyT npyrue neneranuu? He mymaio, 4To BuAesa KOT0-TO, KpOMe ITOCJIOB U3
CasimeHHOM MMniepun.

Opennuc mogyMara, YTo, CyAs 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K Hell JlexaHa, Oynyiee ©u3MeHUIOCh. Tereps OHO He
uMeJio Hu4ero obiero ¢ KHurou. OHa momyMara, 4To Ob10 OBl ¥ IIpaBa XOPOIIo IIOMeYTaTh 0
cyacTnuBoM Opake ¢ JIexaHOM.

«MoXKeT, ¥ XOPOIIIo, YTO S TOTHA He yOoexkasa».

Ho B rimyOuHe gyuIu oHa mo-pexkHeMy Oecrokouiack. CBsTasi BCE ell€ Obita B iMmepuu, u eé
TPeBOra, 4To JIexaH MOXKeT U3MEHUTHCS, HUKYMa He eNnack. [109ToMy JOennuc XoTesa MoapyKUThCS
C TIOCTIaMH Ha ClTyYyall HempenaBUAeHHON CUTYaALUH.

— [IpuBeTCcTBUE feleranuy yxxe 3aKOHUYUII0Ch.

— $1 mpuBeTCTBOBAIA TOIBKO IOCJIOB U3 CBsIeHHON UMnepun?!

— 41 He ckazan Tebe, IOTOMY YTO ITOAyMaJl, YTO TeOS 9TO YTOMUIIO.

— Ho 3T0 Xe rinaBHas 3agadya UMIEePaATPHUITH!

— 4 Y2Ke IrOBOPHJI PaHBIIE, 9YTO Tebe HUYEro He HYXKHO [OeJlaThk. HOSTOMY MOZKeIlllb HU4Y€ero He JejlaTh.

SOennuc JIUIINIIach Oapa pedn. Ona He gyMajia, 4TO IIJIaH «HekomIeTeHTHaA HMIIEpATpULla» U3 TOTO
BPEMEHH, KOI'TIa OHA IIBITAJIdaChk PA30PBATE ITIOMOJIBKY, dYKHETCA el BOT TakK.

— A xoTena IIOIIPMBETCTBOBATE IIOCJIOB...

— Trl yxe mompoGoBasa, 9T0 He CaMOe Becesioe 3aHsTHe.

— U Bcé xe.

Korpa 9penuc mo4yBCTBOBaa, YTO YIIYCTHIIA XOPOIIYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH, JIeXaH IOCIIEIIn e
YCIIOKOHUTE.



— ToI BC€ paBHO YBUAMIIL WX Ha OaHKETe 1Ocye CBaAbOb.

— ...Ho 51 Bc€é paBHO X04y, YTOOHI B CJIeYIOIIX pa3 THl MHE TOBOPUII O TAKOM.

— Xopot1to.

YuuTHIBas HEIHEITHIOW CUTYAIM0, Ka3aJI0Ch MalIOBEPOSITHEIM, YTO JMIEINIUC CMOXKET y0exkaTh B
OpyTyio cTpaHy. Eciu oHa MPOOOIKUT «6e30IMacHO» KHUTh 3[I€Ch, TO HE CMOXKET 0TKa3aThCs OT
paboTel uMmnepatpuliel. Ho ecnu et BOpyr moHagoOuTCs: cOexXaTh B OMHY U3 CTPAH, TO CaMbIH
6e30macHbIM CrI0c06 — MOAPYKUTHCSA C HUMU ceidac.

BoT mouemy e GbIIO Kajb, YTO OHA YIIYCTHUIA TAKyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb, HO DMEJUIUC PEIIHIT 3aHSAThCS
3TUM Ha OaHKeTe II0CJIe CBaIbOHI.

«J1o IIepeMOHNHM 0CTaJIOCh BCEro ABa OHSA».

OHa yXe Buesa CBOI CBaib0y B KHUTE, HO BCE PaBHO He MOTJIa TepecTaTh HEPBHUYATS.

«JlexaH u mpaBaa Tak rpyoo noeneT cebs co MHOU? { XKe He Oyoy eIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO TaK
BOJIHYETCS U3-3a 3TOr0?»

Opmennuc nmocMoTpena Ha JlexaHa, fenas BUL, YTO YUTAET KHUTY, HO TOT, KaK 0OBIYHO, OBIIT 3aHST
paboToii C JOKYMEHTaMHU.

«MOKeT 3alpeTUuTh eMy BUOETHCS CO CBATOU? BCé OymeT Xopolio, MoKa OH He BITIOOJIEH B HEE».

Spennuc mogyMara, 9YTo 9TO Xopolras unes. YeCTHO ToBOpPsI, OHA OECIIOKOUIIACh, YTO HAYHET €T0
peBHOBaTh. Ecnu JlexaH He BIIOOUTCS B CBATYIO, TO DEJUINC HE HAYHET TBOPUTD 3I0[ESTHUS, U3BO/S
€€ 13 PeBHOCTH, KaK OHA BHJIe/ia B KHUTE.

Spmennuc ropauiack coboi u mymMasa, Kak MPHMEHUTh 3TO Ha IpakTUkKe. FcKoca mornsgeiBast Ha
JlexaHa, B KAKOK-TO MOMEHT OHa BCTPETUIIACH C HUM B3TJISIOM.

— 4 He cMoTpena.

— 4 HU4Yero He TOBOPHUIL.

Opennuc MBICIEHHO B3noxHYya. C Tex 1mop, Kak OHa OTKphIJIa KHUTY, OHA BCerfa CTPEMUTIACh
BBIXKUTE. [I0OCKONIBKY O[IeINIMC BCE paBHO coOMpasiach BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a UMIIEpaTopa, TO flaxe He



OyMara BCTpedaThCsl C KEM-TO eIle. A Teleph, Korma oHa Obljla B TOM BO3pacTe, KOrAa y Apyrux
JIIOJIeN eCTh y2Ke KaK MUHUMYM Of¥H, a TO U ABOE JeTel, TO CXOAUIa C yMa U3-3a POMaHTUYECKUX
OTHOIIIEHUH.

— JlexaH.

— Ha?

—...Tebe HUKTO HE MOMKEH HPABUTHCS, KPOME MEHS.

«HampumMep, XKeHIIHHBE C KOPOTKUMH KaIlITaHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH U YEPHBIMU I'lla3aMu. B Bo3pacTe
OKOJIO [IBAAIIATH JIET, 0COOEHHO Te, Yel POf 3aHSATHN — CBSITASI».

JlexaH BHe3aIlHO YTKHYJICS JIUIIOM B JOKYMEHTHI. JHeuc Oblla yIUBIEHa, YCIbIIIaB 3BYK yoapa.

— Yro He Tak? YTO CIIy4YuIIoCh?

— Dpennuc, s He OyMalo, YTO CMOTY BEIIepZKaTh IO Bedepa.

JlexaH, OTOpBaB JIAIIO OT JOKYMEHTOB, CMOTPe Ha JeJUINC Tla3aMy XUITHUKA.

[Ipumeyanue.

(1) 3mecw KOponeBa - 9TO BTOpas KeHa UMIlepaTopa.
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