Spennuc oTKa3biBanach IOHUMATh CIOBa BepMaHa daccuca.

«Cap Qaccuc, nouemy s1?!»

Ho BCKOpe Smennuc BCIOMHMIIA IIeYaIbHOE JIUIIO0 PEIIIAPSA U3 KHUTH.

«3HAYMT BBl U [TpaBa UMIEPATPUILY... BBl CMOTpenu Ha MeHsI C TAaKUM I'PYCTHBIM JIMIIOM, IIOTOMY 4TO
s1 BaM HPaBJIIOCh?»

Spennuc IIOYYBCTBOBAJIAd, KaK KYCOYKHU I'OJIOBOJIOMKH BCTAIOT Ha CBOX MeCTa.

«Ho nouemy s HpaBmtoch capy Paccucy? Het, ceiuac He 3TO rj1laBHOEY.

— 4 TpPUTBOPIOCH, YTO HE CIIBIIIAA 3TOTO.

— 4 He HaAMECH Ha IOOIIpeHue. f MPOCTO X0Uy 3HATh OTBET.

— 41 mpocTo X0TeNna MoOPYXKUTHECS ¢ capoM daccucoM, HO 3TO BCE.

— Jla, g 3HaI0.

— Torpa noyemy!..

Ecnu JlexaH y3HaeT 00 3ToM, To capa Paccuca rnepeBefyT B Apyroe Mecto. Torma dpennuc 6ymeT
CJI0KHO BEPHYTH ero oOpaTHO. E€ cMyTHII0 BHe3aIHOe NIpU3HaHKe phillaps. 9TO ObUIO 0YeHb faleKo
OT TOr0, YeTro OHa OXKUAaJja.

— Ecnu Ol S CKa3aJ, YTO BIIOOUIICS B BaC C IIEPBOTO B3TJISAMIA, BhI ObI IOBEPUIIH?

— Ecnu 4ecTHO, MEI 00MEHSITUCH TOJIBKO IIPUBETCTBUAMH...

Omenuc XoTeNa CTaTh C HUM ONKMXKe, TI03TOMY IIPUTBOPSIACh OPYKEM0OHOM, HO eMy OBLIO
Oe3pa3muyHO BCE 9T0. U BAPYT 9T0?

— Kaxk 65l 51 moCMest BHIPa3uTh, YTO YYBCTBYIO?

— A cergac? Tenepb BBI leJla€Te 3TO O4YEeHb OYEBHUIHO.

— CHayasia 51 He coOMpasICs 9TOro [eaTh.



— Torpma nouemy...

— MHe OBITIO OYEHb IPUSATHO BUAETH CeronHs Baire BennuecTBo Ha TPEHHPOBOYHOM II0JIE [JIsT
peitiapeii. Oco6eHHO TIOTOMY, UTO BBl 00JIENIM 3a MEHS.

9T0 OBIIIO JIUIITE YACThIO €€ IJIaHa, KaK CAPYKUTHCS C HUM, DOEeJIUC He JyMaJjia, YTO 3TO MPUBEHET K
TaKOU CUTyaLlUH.

— K Tomy xke, BEI 3a0oTunucek 060 MHe, a He 0 Ero BenuuecTse, BepHO?

Omenuc MOMbITalach B3TISHYTh Ha HETO C HeOBOIIBHEIM BRIPAXKEHUEM JIMIIa, MaKCHMAaJIbHO
HaXMYPHBIIKCh. XOTS € Ka3aloCh HEBEXKJIMBLHIM BEICKA3kIBaTh HEJOBOIECTBO YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIi
OTKPELI CBOE Cepflle.

— Ho s Takxke Gecrnokounack u 0 Ero BenuuecTtBe. U s He mymalo, YTO pa3yMHO CO3[aBaTh 3Ty
OTIACHYI0 CUTYaIHIO.

— U, cap, momymariTe Tpe3Bo. ECy s mpUMYy Balllk YyBCTBA, MEHS JIMIIAT TUTYJIA U U3TOHST U3
CTpaHHI, a Bac, cap daccuc, sCKOPT-phILIapsi, CYpoOBO HAKaXKYT.

W3rxanue.

He Tak maBHO Omeniuc XoTena UMEHHO 9Toro. Ho MBIC/Tb 00 M3rHAHUY €€ He pajioBaia.

«Her, ne OyzmeT pa3roBopa 06 u3rHaunuu. I[IpocTo K MOUM 3/I0ieTHUSIM TPUOABUTCS €1I1€ OTHO
IIPECTYIJIEHUE».

Hy v camas rnaBHas npu4uHa — JlexaH ITOCTOSTHHO TOBOPUT eX 0 /100BH, a cap Paccuc? Imennnuc 3To
Ka3aJIoCh HEJIETILIM.

«4l BUXKY yKe HEeCKOJIbKO pPa3Nuyuil ¢ OyoyuuM, II03TOMY, BO3MOXKHO, MeHs He YObIOT U He OTIIPaBsAT
B U3THaAHUE>.

Teneps eit Kazanock 3T0 Hauboee BePOSITHHIM. PaHblle pa3Hulla Oblla He3HAYKUTEIHHOM, HO celyac
OHA CTaJla 3HAYUTENIbHO OosbIne. JlexaH OblT 0ueHb moOp K Hel. OH ObII TOpa3mo HeXkHee C Hel, 4eM
TOT JlexaH, KOTOPOTO OHa BHJejla Ha UX cBagbOe B KHUTE.

CTIOKOMHO BHICTTyIIAB JHemuc, cap daccuc mpeamoxkuml eu:



— Hoquy OBl BAM He Ha4aTh C TOI'0, 9TO BEL 6yneTe 3BaTh MEHS 110 UMEHHU?

— Pa3Be 9T0 HEBO3MOKHO? Baiie BenuyecTBo, BH Xe TOBOPHUJIIN, YTO XOTUTE «IMOOPYZKUTHCA».

Y Spennuc pasbonenack ronosa. OHa He oxupgana, uTo cap daccuc nprusHaeTcs B YyBCTBAX K HEM.
Ecnu OBl BCE OBITIO TaK e, Kak 00BIYHO, Jmeuc Owl cKa3ana: «[la, cap Bepman!». Ho ceiuac
cuTyanus Oblyia OPYTOX.

— Cap ®accuc.

— BepmMmas. [Toxanyiicta, 30BUTE MEHS 110 UMEHU.

— Xors OBl KOT'Ia MBI HAeIUHE.

— Bepmas.

Spennuc OyMaJia O TOM, KaK CIIPAaBUTBCA C 3T CI/ITyaI.II/Iefl. OHa kaJseia 0 TOM, YTO BooOIIe
CIIPDOCHIJIa €ro. B sTOT MOMEHT FHYXOIZ ¥ TUXUU T'OJIOC II03BaJl PEILIAPA II0 UMEHH.

—... ®accuc, T X04Yellb YMepeTh?

— JlexaHn!

Spennuc HCIIYT'aHHO IIOOCKOYHJIa CO CBOEro MeCTa, KOT'ld BHE3aITHO BOIIIEJI JlexaH. Csp daccuc Toxe

npuinén 6e3 npenynpexaeHus, HO JIexaH Majio TOTO, YTO BOIIES 6€3 0OBbSIBIEHUS O TOM, UTO MTPHUILET
MMIIEPATOp, TAK eIlé U He TOCTyYas JaxKe.

«Kaxk MHOr0 OH yCrnbIIan?»

B npoTuBHOM ciIy4ae OH He cTajl Obl IpephIBaTh UX PA3TOBOP TAKUMU CJIOBaMU. JMIEJIIUC
Oecmokounach, He IOIYCTHUIIA I OHA KaKyI0-HUOYOb OIINOKY.

— Jpmennuc, moyemy 3aech cap daccuc?



— Her, 370!.. Cop ®accuc — 3CKOPT-phILlaph, I03TOMY B TOM, YTO OH 3[€Ch HET HUYEro CTPaHHOTO!

S[enuc MonbITaaach 3alUTUTh ce0s1, HO AJist JlexaHa 9TO IPo3ByYasia Kak MOMbITKA 3aIllUTUTh
pHILIApS, IIO3TOMY EMY CTaJlo eIlle XyXKe.

— ¥ capa Bepmana ®accuca cerofgHs m0oaKeH ObITh BRIXOIHOM.

— ...5 He Mor 6pocuTh pPaboTy COMIPOBOK/IAIOIIET0, II03TOMY HE B35J1 BEIXOIHOM.

— A THI OYEHB YBEPEHHO PACCKA3BIBAEIIE MHE O TOM, KdK HAPYIIHUJII IIPKMKA3 UMIIEPaTOopa.

Ha mutie phillapsi MOSSBUJIOCH pPaCTePSIHHOE BhIpaXkeHue. BEII0 MoXBaabHO X0TEeTh paboTaTh OobIIle,
HO ITPUKA3 0 BEIXOIHOM [HE OT[aJl CaM UMIlepaTop. B pe3ynbrare oH, KakK ¥ CKa3an JlexaH, He
MOTYMHUIICS MTPUKA3y UMIIepaTopa.

JlexaH MOT ITOCYUTATh 3TO MPOOIIEMO.

— He 3&6Hy}KHafICﬂ TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO HEMHOT'O IIOHPABUJICA Spennuc.

— ThI IPOCTO MPUTTISHYJICS €M, KaK 9CKOPT-PhILlapb, BEPHO, DAEJIuC?

Opesnuc HECKOIbKO pa3 O0TBeprila 4yBCTBa capa Paccuca, CKa3aB eMy: «HET», HO OHa YyBCTBOBaja
ce0s1 BUHOBATOMU 3a TO, 4TO JlexaHy IIPUIIIOCH CTONKHYTHCS C TAKOU HENPUSATHOU CUTyaluel.

«A uT0, ecnu JIexaH HEMPaBUJIbHO BCE MOMMeT? YTO, eClId ero OTHOIIEHNEe KO MHe U3MEHUTCS ?»

HeraTtuBHBIE MBICIH 3aMIOTHUIN TOJIOBY Spennuc.

«9T0 Xke JIexaH, KOTOPEIHA ObII CO MHOM C IETCTBA...»

PaHbIm1e oH GBI TPOCTO PEOEHKOM, K KOTOPOMY OHA XOPOIIIO OTHOCUJIACh, HO TETEPh JIETIINC
nosoOuia ero. Korga oHa momyMarsa o TOM, 4To JIexaH, KOTOPHIH Bcerga 00w eé U MOKa3bIBajl 3TO
BCEMHU CII0CO0aMM, U3MEHUTCH, U3 eé Ijia3 IOTEeK/IN CJIE3LL.

— Jnemnnuc?

— JlexaH...



Opennuc, 06nMMBasCh CIe3aMH, IOOIITa K J'IexaHy u o0Hsa ero. Korpa oHa YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B €T0
TPDyOb U TUXO 3alljlaKallda, OH TUXOHBKO B3TOXHYII.

— BepMman ®accuc, s xoten 0bI B130aBUTHCS OT Te0s IPSMO ceidac, HO B TaHHKEI MOMEHT B
MMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPIIE MHOTO IIOCTOPOHHUX, IIO3TOMY ST ITOKA OTJIOXKY 3TOT BOIIPOC.

— ...XOPOIIIO.

— Tri Oymelb 3CKOPT-PHIIAPEM eII€ Hefleo, 0 OKOHYaHus CBafbObl 1 OaHKETA, a 3aTeM THI OyIelb
OTCTPaHEH Ha MeCSII.

— 4 Bac moHsI.

BepMaHy q)aCCI/Icy HHUYero He OCTaBaJIOCh, KaK IIOOYMHHUTLECA IIPHUKA3y UMIIEPATOPa. Ero PyKHu
CKaJIMCh B KyJIaKH OT YyBCTBa 66C1'[OMOH.[HOCTI/I, KOTOPO€ OH HUCIIBITEIBAJI ITepe CTaTyCOM 3TOr0
YeJI0OBEeKa.

— Torpga npoBanuBau.

JlexaH He CKPHIBAJI CBOETO THeBa U roBopull ¢ accucoM Tak, CIOBHO OB 0UeHb HEMOBOJIEH. Prillaph
TIOKJIOHUJICSI UMIIePaTOPY U BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATH. OH TaK CUJIBHO NIPUKYCUTI T'y0y, YTO C He€ TeKa
KpoBb. [Ipexne yem 3akpuITh ABeps, Paccuc ycrasusics Ha JlexaHa X0JIOOHEIM B3TJISIL0M, a 3aTeM
ncyes.

— DOeniuc.

On oOHUMAT €€, YCIIOKanBaIOIIIe IIOXJIOIIbIBAs II0 CIIMHE. JlexaH BEn cebs1, Kak 00BIYHO, HO cepnomne
Spmennuc u3MeHu0ck. Korma oHa 06HsIIa ero U 3amiakana, JlexaHn B3TOXHYII.

— [ToueMy THI ITavenb? ITO U3-3a HETO?

Korpma Spenmuc KOPpOTKO KUBHYJLI, EMY 3aX0TEJIOCh BIEIUTHCS B 9TU CepeOPHUCTHIE BOJIOCH U
pa3opBaTh €ro Ha 4acTu. JlexaH mogyMal, YTO CpaXkaThCs Ha HACTOSIINX MeydaX, KaK TOTO XOTell
pHILIaphb, OBITIO He TaKoM I10XoH upeeit. OH yxKe coxkaliell, YTo BhIOpasl TPEHUPOBOUYHEIE [IepPeBSHHEIE
MeuH I TToeIUHKa.

— Heyxenu Tebe HaCTONBKO TPYCTHO, YTO OH He GYHEeT TBOMM COIIPOBOXKIAIOLITAM?

Spennuc nmokadasna royosoii. Korma Jlexan coOpacs CIIPOCUTh, TI0YEeMYy OHA TOTHA IJIadeT, DAEJIINC
IIOCMOTpeJia HaBepX, BCE elle ero oOHUMas. B e€ rinasax CTOSINIU Cie3h, @ KOHUYMK HOCa ClleTKa
IIOKpacHeT.



— JlexaH...

— JIa?

XO0TS DHesnnuc IIPOCTO II03BaJla €ro 1o UMEHH, B €€ rojioce OBIIN CIIBIIIHEI CJIE3HI, KOTOPEIE OHA HE
MOT'JIa CKPBITh.

— OTO0 HEegopa3yMeHue, TH XKe MOHIJ, Aa?

— Y10 3a HEmOpasyMeHue?

— ...MeX[y HaMH C C3DOM daccucom HUYEro HeT.

— Tbl yIaYens, IOTOMY YTO ceryac 6ecrmoKouuILcst 06 3Tom?

Opennuc He MOrjia MoCMOTpeTh JlexaHy B ria3a. OHa He MOIJIa HallPSIMYI0 CIIPOCUTH, OCTBIIU JIU €r0
YyBCTBA K Heli, I03TOMY [TOBEPHY/Iach K HEMY U CKa3aJjla 3TO, HO el BCE elre ObIIO CJI02KHO CMOTPETh
€My B JIUI0. DOEJINIUC IIoiyMasa, 4To, eciu JlexaH BCE MPaBUIIBHO MOHSJI, TOTa U €er0 OTHOIIEHUE K
Hel He U3MEeHHUTCH.

— Jla... — OHa CHOBAa OITyCTHJIA T'0JIOBY ¥ YTKHYJAcCh JIULIOM B €T0 I'DYIb.

Opmexna Jlexana Obllla MOKPOM OT CJI€3, HO HAaCTPOeHHUeE y Hero ObII0 Hemoxoe. EIé coBceM HelaBHO
OH OBIJT ITO-HACTOSIIEMY 30J1 U JyMaJl, YTO TOYYBCTBYeT ce0sl NTydIllle TOJIbKO TOTfa, KOT{a YBUOUT
TPYII YelloBeKa 110 UMeHU «BepmaH».

— Jnennuc.

Osna nopgHsIa rouosy.

— ...51 BCE MTPaBUJIbHO TIOHSIII.

— IIpaBma?

— Ha.

— Torga TBoe OTHOIIEHNE KO MHE HE U3MEHUIOCH?

— [IpuyuH o5 IepeMeHbl HeT.



YcnmilaB, 4To BepMaH daccuc OTIIPABUJICA HAaBECTUTHL UMIIE€PATPHUILY, Jlexaun Cpa3y XKe OTIIPaBUJICA K
Heil. Korga q)peﬁHHHa CO6I/IpaJ'[aCB OOJIOKHUTH O €ro IIpuxonge, CTall CIIBIIMIEH WX PA3Tr0BOD.

— Ecnu 6Bl 51 cKa3a, YTo BIOOUIICS B BaC C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsIAA, Bbl ObI IIOBEPUIIH?

BomHysich 0 TOM, YTO JeJIKC MOXKET CTaTh 00BEKTOM CIUIETEH, JIexaH XKeCcTOM IoKa3al ¢ppenuHe
mepKaTh S3BIK 3a 3y0aMu u porHasn e€. OH X0Tes BOMTHU Cpa3y XkKe, HO He MOT' CABUHYTHCS C MECTa,
TIOTOMY YTO 3HaJl, YTO JMEJINC UHTEPEeCYeTCs PhIllapeM.

Ho oHa oTka3asa eMy, CKa3aB, YTO OHM TOJIbKO OOMEHSIJINCh IPUBETCTBUSIMHU. JIexaH X0oTel OBl 1
Ianbllle CyIIaTh, KaK JIeJINC KCKPeHHEe 0TBEepraeT Cel0BIacoro, HO TOT BLEIHUICS B HEE,
IPUYUHSS el HeyooOCTBO.

— Pa3sBe 370 He OOHOCTOPOHHUE ‘-IYBCTBa? Cero CTOPOHBEI.

YcnrimaB cioBa JlexaHa, JOesuc B3NOXHYIa ¢ 00JIeTYeHNEM.

— Tol MHE mOBepseb?

— Ia.

Y Hero He OBLIO IPUYUH HE BEPUTD €if, TOTOMY YTO OH CaM BCE CIIBIIIAI.

— 4 Tak papa.

Korpa on YBHIEII, 9TO Spennuc YJ'[BIGaeTCﬂ c 00JIeTYeHUEM, B cepone JlexaHa CHOBa BO3HUKIIO
HENIPpUATHOE YyBCTBO.

— Ho, Sgennuc, 3T0 He 3HAYUT, UTO S He 3/II0Ch.

— ITouemy? Tl 3Ke CKa3asl, YTO IOHSJ BCE IPABUIIBHO.

— Ila, HO 4 Tebe YXKe SCHO CKa3all — MHe IIJIEBAaTh Ha BCeX MYXKYHWH, I HEHABUXKY TOJIEKO OJHOTO.

Onennuc He OyMaJlla, 9YTO OH HAaIlIOMHHUT eif 00 3THUX CJI0BaX UMEHHO CErOIHSI.



— ...B OynyiieM He OymeT Helopa3yMeHuUH.

— Jpenuc, Kak MBI MOXKEM rapaHTUPOBATh, YTO 9TO HUKOTA HE IIOBTOPUTCS?

B e€ rna3ax, B KOTOPHIX He OBUIO COMHEHUS, YuTanoch: «Hy u uto?». JlexaHy Ka3asnoch, UTO OH
eOUHCTBEHHBIN Bcerga ctpagan. OH Jydille BceX 3HaJ, KAaKOW 04apoBaTeNIbHOM Oblyla JHeiuc.

Y 3CcKOpT-phIllapel — ero caMoro B MpoIioM U capa Paccuca — He OBIJIO IPYTOr0 BEIOOPA, KpoMe
KaK BITIOOUTHCSI B HEE, HAaXO[ISICh HAa OIM3KOM PACCTOSTHUU OT HEE.

— Hu 3a gTo. [Taxke ecnu 310 OymeT He cap Paccuc, mymar, 4To 3TO CHOBA IIOBTOPHUTCS.

Brlio HenpaBUIbHO Ha3HAYaTh i CONpPOBOXAamMux. HUKTO Apyroi He HOIXKeH OblJT HAXOOUThCS
PAOOM C Hel.

— Tloxkany#icTta, C 3TOr0 MOMeHTa Oyab BCerfa psiioM CO MHO.

— [Touemy?!

— Tebe He TOHATOOUTCS 3CKOPT, €CIH TH OyAelh CO MHOM. f CMOTY 3alIUTUTD TeO4.

JlexaH Bupge, 4To Jpenuc Oblyia BCTpeBokeHa. Ho OH He MOT HUYero ¢ co6o mofenaTk, IOTOMY 4TO
He MOT TakK JIETKO OTIIYCTUTh €€.

— Ho ummepaTop BaxXHee MeHs, ¥ eciu JIexaH oCTpafaeT, 3alluias MeHs. .

— DIeJJInuc, CaMbIi BasKHEIN YeJIOBEK — 9TO TH, a He .

— 4 xe cka3an Tebe, UTO He X0Uy IPUKA3kIBaThH Tebe.

— Ho...

— Orta nepBas npock0a, ¢ KOTOpoi K Tebe obpaliaeTcs TBOM MyXK U UMIIEPATOp.

JlexaH He XOTEJ TaK TOBOPUTh, IOTOMY UTO €W ObIT0 HEKOMGOPTHO C «AMIIEPATOPOM», HO Y HETO He
ObL7T0 mpyroro Beibopa. Ha 9ToT pa3 eMy ymanoch BCE MPegoTBPATUTh, HO OYAYT APyrue OHH, KOTOa
ero He OymeT psmoM.



— ...4TO THI XOYelllb, YTOOHI S Chesaa?

— Korpa Th YKTaelb, TH BCE PaBHO HAXOAUIILCS PSIOM, II0O9TOMY IIPUXOOU B MOM KaOUHET.

— Ecnu 3TOro mocTaTo4yHo, A TaK U CHOear.

Spennuc coriaacuiiack C HUM IIOCIyIIHEEe, YeM OH JyMal.

— U eme, Spennuc.

—M?

— C ceropgHsIHero gHs JaBayl XKUTh B OJHOU CIIaJIbHE.
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