dpmennuc xoTena yOeOguThCs, YTO XKEHITUHA-CBSIIEHHUK, 0 KOTOPOM UOET pedb, Oblyia CBATOM. B
3aBUCUMOCTH OT 3TOT'0 U3MEHSITCS eé melCcTBU.

— JlaBaiiTe IPUTOTOBUMCS K BCTPEUE C Jeeranuen.

[To mpuKa3y dmenuc TOpHUYHEIE OBICTPO IIPUBENIM €€ B TIOPANOK. ITO Oblla €€ mepBasi BCTpeya C
II0CJIaMH U3 APYTOX CTPaHbI, I03TOMY OHa Hafiesla POCKOIIHOe IJIaThe U YKpalleHus.

— I'me ceriyac HaXOOUTCS Oeneranusa? — CIIPOCHIJIa Opmennuc, Koraa Ovlyla TOTOBA.

— IIpumepHO Yepe3 movaca y HuX OoJKHa ObITh aymueHIus y Ero BenuyecTra.

— Torpa upnem x Mmnepatopy.

«Ecnu pPeanbHOCTDb CO6I/IpaeTCH Pa3BHUBATLECA TakK, KakK OBLTIO B KHUre, g4 OOJI2ZKHa OCTaHOBHUTEL 3TO».

)%k

Speuc Hanpasuiaach B MU3yMpyaHbii aBopel, rae Haxopuica UmnepaTop. [1epBbIM B TOCTUHYIO
BomIeJ JIlexaH.

— Jpemnnuc!

— a?

— Pas3Be 51 He roBopu Tebe, yTO Tebe He HYKHO BHIIIOIHATh 0053aHHOCTHA ViMIepaTpuIls?

— 4 IIpHUIIiia, IOTOMY YTO XOT€Jla BCTPETUTHCA.

OnHa Bugena CBATYIO B KHUTE, TI03TOMY CPA3y CMOZKET €€ OT03HaTh. Ecnu 3TO He CBsATasI, TO DAETIIUC
IIPOOOJIZKHUT IIOATOTOBKY K Pa3BOAYy, HO €CJIK 3TO OHaA...

— 41 ToXe XOTeN BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOH.

— Tl BUTIEN uX paHbiie?..



«3Haet nu JlexaH 4To-HUOYOb O CBATOM? BCE Tak 3amyTaHHO».

— O yeM THL... A, THI pa3Be 3[eCh He IJIst TOT0, YTOOK CO MHOM ITOBHOATHCS?

— Hert, MHe mI000TIEITHO Y3HATH O [eJIeTalluH.,

dmennuc, eCTeCTBEHHO CKa3ajla, YTO X0Tejla BCTPETUTh IOCJIOB, HO JIexaH OmuO0YHO PeIInil, YTO OHa
XOTeJla YBUOETHCS C HUM.

— Torpga B cnemylomuit pa3 Ipuxoau, Korga Tebe 3aX04eTcss MeHs YBUETh.

— Xopot1tio.

— B mo6oe BpeMsi, He BaXKHO KOTTa.

— B mo6oe Bpems?

Spennuc IomyMalia, 4YTO HYZKHO JIM IIPOJOJIZKATE ITJIaH «OOE€PZKKUMOCTEIO Ha OOEPXKUMOCTB».

— 4 3a0m1m, ToBOpUI NU g Tebe, HO Tebe Haflo JIUIIL CIIPOCUTH Y CIIYTH, U Te0s OTBEAYT B TY KOMHATY,
B KOTOPOU 1 B 9TOT O€HbB CILIIO.

— T-THI TOBOPHIL.

— JTaxke HOYBIO, KOTTIa BCE CIAT, — IpotiienTasn JlexaH e Ha yXo, YIIOHYBIIKCS.

Korpga Ténnoe mbixaHWe KOCHYJIOCH €€ yXa, JfelyIiC HEBOJIbHO 3aKphljia UX pykaMu. Ho maxke CKBO3b
TIaJIbLIbl MOKHO OBIIIO YBUIETh, KaK OHU ITOKPACHEIIH.

— B Mo10 cnnanbHIO.

Opennuc peluia, YTo, faxe eCJy IJIaH IPONOJIXKUTCS, OHA IOMIET K HeMy TOJIbKO Koraa OyneT
CBETHUTH COJIHIE. 3aTEM CTYK B IBEPh OXJIafUJI 3Ty HaKaJleHHYI0 aTMochepy.

TyK-TyK.

— Bame BenuuectsBo, pgeneranusa u3 CeslleHHOU MMiepuu IpOCUT Balllen ayJIueHIUH.



Heneranus u3 CesmenHoi MMmepun. Kak TOIbKO DOeIIINC YCIbIIIana 9TH CJI0Ba, OHA HEBOJILHO
3aHepBHMYATA. JIexaH moriamui €€, YToOE YCIIOKOUTh. 3aTeM OH IIOCMOTPeJT Ha Heé U YIIBIOHYIICH.

Bcé xoporimo. He BomHyiics.

— IlycTe BXOOAT.

[Tocne pa3pemenus JlexaHa IBepU OTKPBLIIUCDH, ¥ BOILIM TPU Iocja u3 CalleHHON MMmmepuu.
Opennuc NoCMOTpesa Ha XKEeHIIMHY-CBSIIeHHNKA, 38 KOTOPOU CTOS/IU [IBa MJIafillIUX CBAIIeHHUKA.

«KalllTaHOBBIE BOIOCH], KaK Te, 4YTO S BHeJla B KHUTE...»

OHu OBUIM ITOXO0XKM Ha IIBET BOJIOC reporHu. Korma CBsIIeHHWKH, TIOMPHBETCTBOBAB MiMIeparTopa u
WMnepaTpuily, IOOHSINA TOJIOBH, JOEJUINC CPa3y BCE IOHsIIA.

«[TosiBNIACH...»

OTa meByIIKa He OblyIa CBSAIIEHHOCTyKKUTeeM. Ho oHa cMoryia 3aMeHUTh TePBOCBSIIEHHUKA ITPSMO
nepeq OTOBITHEM JeJleTalluu. JeJIiC BUesa 3Ty JeBYIIKY BCET0 Pa3, HO OHA HUKOITIa He CMOXKEeT
3a0BITh €€ JHIla, IOTOMY YTO OHA OblNa TJIaBHOM repOMHEN.

Y Spennuc o6opBanock cepare. E€ omaceHus 1mo mMoBOy TOr'0, YTO MOXKET MOSBUTLCS CBATAS, CTA/IH

PEeanbHOCThIO.

«ITouemy OHa yXKe 37eCh?!»

dpmennuc xoTena XuTh. OOHAKO IepPOUHS MMOSIBUIACh B IMIIepuu, a 3Ha4YUT €€ BpeMs 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh.
OHa nogymaja 0 TOM, YTO TAKHMHU TeMIIaMH CKOPO ClieHa U3 KHUTHU BOIJIOTUTCSI B peabHOCTh.
KoHeuHo, Omenmuc MHOT0 paboTasna, YTOOH 3TOTO He CITy4HIIOCh.

«4l He MOTY CULIeTh CJI0XKa PYKH, MHE HYKHO U3MEHUTH CBOM ILJIaH».

Ing Hadana 9To Oblyla €€ mepBas geferanus. M, K ToMy Xe, IpsIMO Iiepe[ Hell Oblyla TlaBHAsA
TepouHS. JIeJINIUC He X0Tesla MOKa3aThCst UM CJ1a00i, T03TOMY OHA BEIPOBHSIIA OHIXaHUE U
TI0CTapasiach IPUTBOPUTHCS pacciabieHHoN. E€ HOrTH J0 KPOBY BIUJIUCH B €€ JTaJOHU, HO BCE OBIIO
HOpPMaJIbHO, IOTOMY YTO APYTHUM 3TO He OBIJIO BUIHO.

— IpusetcTByio Bac. 5 npexcrapisio CesmenHyo Mmneputo.

CasTas BHTTIAAeNa 04eHb Monono. Ha Bup et GbIJI0 OKOJIO ABaAIaTH, Kak u Jlexany. OgHako, mo00ii



OBl CKa3aJl, 4To 3Ta YBEPEHHO I'OBOPHUBIIAA CBATAA OnlTa I'IpeJICTaBI/ITeJ'IbHI/ILIefI CTPAaHHI. 9T0 OBIJIO HE
II0X02K€ Ha BHE3AIIHYIO 3dMEHY COCTaBa AeJIeTalluu. E€ C/TOBHO TOTOBUIH 3apaHee.

— IIpusiTHO MO3HAKOMUThHCS. [IyMalo, ¢ 6J1arociioBeHNEM CBSIILIEHHUKOB 3Ta cBafgbOa 6yzmeT 6omnee
OparoleHHoM, — Ipou3Héc JlexaH.

Opennuc 00pedYEHHO CMOTPesa Ha CyOb0OHOCHYIO IIEPBYIO BCTPEYY TJIAaBHHIX TE€POEB.

«Temneps ux OymeT TAHYTH APYT K APYTY ¥ K ux o0memy Oyaymemy... HeT, moka eré He mo3nHo. Emé
HeT. 51 choenalo BCce, YTO B MOMX CUJIax», — JMEJIINC OTMaXHyJa OT ce0sl HeraTUBHEIE MEICIIH.

OpHako, Ty1a3a CBSITOM, CMOTPeBIINE Ha MMmepaTopa, yxke OBbIJIH ITOTHB HeXKHOCTH. Ka3anocs, 4To
OHa BIOOMIIaCh B HETO C IIEPBOTO B3TJISMA.

«YTo ke MHe menaTh? [loyKHa JIU 5 IOATONKHYTh JlexaHa K CBATOM, KaK 9TO ObIJIO B KHUTE?»

Y 3penmnuc u Tak yxe 65110 Mos1HO 3a60T. OHa HUYETro He 3Haja O TJIaBHOM repouHe, IeBYyLIKa MOTja
JIUIIIb CTPOUTD IIPEATONI0XKEHNS Ha OCHOBE HAITMCAHHOTO B KHUTE.

— Io6po moxkanoBaTh. Hameroch, Bb X0POI1I0 J00panuch, — CKasaja JHesyuC IsAas Ha CBATYIO.

Ta He cBopuIIa rj1a3 C I/IMnepaTopa, d 3aTeéM, OYHYBIIKCH, 3AaII030aJI0 OTBETHIIA.

— ...Ioa, cracubo.

Ho JlexaH, B OTIIHYME OT CBATOH, IIOX03KE, COBCEM €10 He uHTepecoBasicst. Hao6opoT, oH ynEIOHYICS
TOJIBKO TOTZa, KOTHa BCTPETHUIICS B3TJISLOM C DIEeJUIUC, KOTOPas IPUCTAIBHO 3a HUMU Habonana.

«KaxeTcs, Henerko OyneT MOATONKHYTh JlexaHa K CBSTOM».

Io cux nop JlexaH 6b111 6oniee foOpoxKenaTeNleH K OOeiuc, 4eM K CBAToH. OgHAKO 3TUM ABOUM OBLIO
CYX[€EHO BIIOOUTHCS OPYT B APYTa, II03TOMY, ecu OBl ¥ HuX Obljla BO3MOXKHOCTE, 3TO ObI IPOU3O0IIIO
MTHOBEHHO.

— BaHKeT cocTouTcs moce IpuOLITUS BCEX [efleraliuii, Hafleloch, Bbl OyeTe Ha HEM
IIPUCYTCTBOBATE.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, — Ccpa3y XKe 0TBeTUJIa FMiMIepaTopy CBsiTas, IIKPOKO YILIOHYBIUIUCS.

Oxa yneibanach He IOTOMY, UTO JitoOusia 6aHKETHI, a U3-3a TalHBIX TEIJIEIX YYBCTB K Jlexany. OgHako
MMmepaTopy Heuero GBIIO UM CKa3aTh, KPOME IIPUBETCTBEHHEIX CIIOB.



— BrI, DOMXKHO OBITH, yCTalnu, II0Ka JIO6I/IpaJ'[I/ICI: CIoa, II03TOMY CTynaﬁTe U OTOOXHUTE.

— Ia...

CesiTast X0Tejla CKa3aTh YTO-TO eII€, HO Korma MMmepaTop Bejen UM YUTH, et HU4ero He 0CTaBasoch,
KaK II0CJIe[IOBATh eT0 MIPUKA3y.

I[Tocne TOTO, KaK CBATasA U CBALEHHUKY YIIJIU, ¥ OBEPh 3aKPhIJIaCh, DIEJUINC TSAXKeNo B3goxHyna. OHa
II0JIOXKHKJIa PYKY Ha 7100: y Heé pa3boenach rojioBa.

— Dpennuc, TH B IOpsSake?

OHa HUYero He CMOTJIa OTBETUTD U MIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY, YTOOH TOCMOTPETh Ha JlexaHa. Y HEero Gbil
00eCIIOKOEHHHIN B3TJISAL,.

— Bcé B mopsgxke.

— BupuMmo, TH mepeHepBHUYANIA, TOTOMY YTO Thl B TEPBHIMA pa3 UCIIONHSIA 0053aHHOCTH
Hmnepatpuna.

— HasgepHoe...

Omenuc ¥ BIpaBOy oYeHb HepBHUYANa. OHa IepexkuBaia, YTO BCTPETHUT TTIaBHYIO TepPouHi0. M aTo
CTaJI0 PealbHOCTHIO.

— Ecnu Tebe cnoXxHO, He HY2KHO IIPUBETCTBOBATE CIIEOYIOIINE JEJIeTallnu.

— Her, celiuac co MHOIi BCE B IOPSITIKE.

Opmennuc yxke yBUOela CaMyi0 BaxkHYI0 fgeneranuio u3 CesmeHHor UMmnepun. Temneps efl HyKHO OBIIO
HAJIQIUTh OTHOIIEHUS C APyruMu nociamu. OHa [OIKHA 9TO COelaTh, HECMOTPSI HU Ha 4YTO. Temeps,
KOTZla ITOSIBUJIACh TJIaBHAS TePOUHS, DAeJUINC JIy4Ille 3apaHee m03ab0oTUTLCS 00 elré 0IHOM
ybexuiie.

«Jlaxe KPOJIMKH BHIKAITEIBAIOT MHOT'O HOP Ha cnyqaﬁ OIIaCHOCTH!»

Spennuc noknsnack cebe B 3TOT pa3 CAPYKUTHCS C IIOCJIaMH, KOTOPHIE ITOCETIT UX MMIiepuio.

— Ho cettuac ¢ To6o# Bcé B mopsinke? — cmpocun JlexaH.



— [la, g B IOpPSTKeE.

— XM, Ha caMOM fieJie, s HafleJICsI, YTO Thl MEHS CIIPOCHIIL 00 3TOM.

«f1 Ke TONBKO UTO CKa3alla, YTO CO MHOM BCE B MTOPSAKE, HO OH XOYET, UTOORI ST €T0 0 YEM-TO
crpocumna?»

— Pa3Be THI He roBopHIa, 4TO TeOe He HPAaBUTCS, KOTHA PSIAOM CO MHOM [pyTHe XKEHIIUHbI?

— 39T10!..

— ToT cBsIEHHUK OB XKEHIUHOM, Tebe 3TO He HPaBUTCS?

Opennuc He 3HaJa, YTO € CKa3aTh MPO TJIaBHYI0 TePOMHI0, TOTOMY 4TO 00siyiach, 4To MiMmepaTop
BO3HEHABUIUT €€, KaK B KHUTE, U YOBET.

«Hukorga Owl He mogyMara, YTO IOCIeICTBUS IIJIaHa I10 OTMEHY ITOMOJIBKY ayKHYTCSI MHE B TaKOM
BUme!»

— Bcé B nopsaxke! Bcé xopomo! Bosce HeT! HuuyTh!

— BorT Kak, — mmevaibHO Ipou3HeC JIexaH.

Spennuc gymaja 0 TOM, Kak IOATONIKHYTh €T0 K CBSITOM, HO €€ CMyTHJIa 9Ta CUTYyalus.

— Tbl MOXeITh OBITE IpYyXKeT00HEE K HEH.

— Her, g He X0uy, yTOOBI MOSI 2K€Ha BOJTHOBAJIACh.

— Her, Bcé Ha caMoM fefie X0opomIo.

— Y MeHs ToxXKe Bcé xopoto. TouHee, 51 He X04y OBITL C HeW gpyxKeobHee.

— [Touemy?!

«O4eBUHO XK€, UTO OHA UCIIHITHIBAET K HEMY TEIJIbIe YYBCTBA, TakK Mo4eMy JIexaH He X04eT ObITh C
Hel J1ackoBee?»

— IToTomy uTO MHe XBaTaeT Te0s, — JlexaH MOOHSAT PYKY DHeIUC U MOIeI0Ball e€.



Eé cepmue 3aTpemeTano. JlexaH 1enoBas €€ pykKy, a OHa He MOTJIa TPeNCTaBUTh, YTO el JesaTh
[asbIIe.

Brino OBl HETJIOXO0 TMOATONIKHYTh 9TUX ABOUX OPYT K APYTY U IOJYYUTh B KaUeCTBE MPHU3HAHUS
oospinue anuMeHTsl. Ho JlexaH, I0oX03e, COBCEM He X0TeJsI 3Toro. Bcé OBLIo CII0XKHO.

«Tenepb MHE HY2KHO COCTaBUTH IyiaH «Pa3Bom»!»

['nmaBHBIM B 3TOM omeparuu O6b110 6€301MacHO PaCTOPTHYTh Opaka 1 o0ecreyuTh cebs mo riIyO0oKo
CTapoCTH.

— JlexaH, Torfia s MOMAY B KaOMHET.

— 4 mpoBoXy Tebs.

— Ho oH Xe npaMo nepen HaMu, — 3acMesiyiach JAeJIuC, a JlexaH HEMHOTO CMYTHJICH.

Ho €My YOaJIOCh IIPOBOOUTH e€ B KaOMHeT. DIeJUIHC IOMBITaIach BOUTH, HO JIexaH He OTIIYCKaJl eé
PYKY.

— Jlexan?

— IIpuHOCH CBOM KHUTH B MO¥M KaOWHET, KaK pPaHBIIIE...

Korpga Opennuc CMYTHIIACh U ITPOMOJI4Yaia, Jlexaun OTCTYIIXII Ha IOar.

— IMogymaii 06 9TOM B ClIeyIOIINii pas.

— Xopo1o...

JlexaH mevyanabHO OTIPABUIICS B CBOM KaOWHET, Te ero XOajii TOJIBKO CTeHHI. A DeUIic BOIIIa B
CBOM.

«Kaxk st MOTY B3Th C CO00# 9Ty KHUTY?»

KHura Ha OJHOM M3 KHUKHBIX ITOJIOK OMOIHOTEKH JIe/IINC CHOBA SIPKO CHSIJIA.

«C TOro MOMeHTa, KakK 5 yBHUJIeJa I'JIaBHYIO TePOUHIO, S ITOyMaJsia, YTO TakK U OymeT».



Korpga Jlexan BEPHYIJICA B Hel Kak I/IMnepaTop, B KHUT€ IIOABUJIaCh HOBaAd UCTOPUA O HEM, IIO3TOMY
SOennuc XKOana, YTO KHATA U B 3TOT Ppa3 3acCugdert. Ho YBHUIOETH 3TO COOCTBEHHBLIMHU TJIa3aMHU
OKa3aJIOCk TPpygHee, 4eM OHa OXKHualia.

«3JTa KHUTa HHUKOT'Id He IIOKAa3kbkIBaJla MHE HUYETO ITPUATHOTO».

Openmnuc ry00Ko B3NOXHYJA, YTOO! YCIIOKOUTE KOJIOTSAIEECS CepAlle, ¥ IOCMOTpesia Ha KHUTy. YTo
OHa IIOKaXeT el B 3TOT pa3?

«4 emé He mogpyxuIacs ¢ capom daccucom... MHe HYKHO MOIBITATHCS».

Pritiaph OBITT OCTOPOXKEH, IIOTOMY 4YTO JIexaH MOT cpa3y ke ero 3aMeHUTD, eCJIi OBl OH IOIYCTHII
ourn6Ky. Ho pas mosiBunach rinaBHas TePOXHS, JOEJIINC He Moria 60bIlle 3TO OTK/IaAbIBaTh.

«4l OB X0TeJa, YTOOBl Y MEeHS MOSIBUJICS IIAHC MOAPYXKUTHCS ¢ capoM daccucom».

SI[GJUII/IC IIOBTOPAJIA 3TO B M€, CJIIOBHO 3arafbiBajia K€JjlaHle, 1 OTKPHIJIa KHUTY.

)%k

[IpexpacHbIe LIBETH Ka4a/IuCh OT BECEHHET0 BeTpa. B CBeXyi moroay, He CIUIIKOM XKapKylo, HO U He
XOJIOOHYI0, UMIIePaTOPCKUM cap OblT 3amoiHeH MogbMu. CTOIE, KPacUBO YKpaIlleHHbIEe IIBeTaMU U
3all0JIHEeHHBIE €101, IIPUBJIEK/IM BHUMaHue JNeJIIuC.

«Jlopora K anrapio...»

Bombiiie BCero BHUMaHUS IOEINUC IIPUBJIEKIIA JOPOr'd K aJITaPI0, KOTOPAA IIPOXOAUIIa ITI0Cpequnu
TOJIIIHBI.
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