— YT0 TH MMeeIlb B BUAY?.. OHa BCETro JIUIIb TOPHUYHAS, — JIexaH, KaK ¥ TOPHUYHAsI, OBII
pacTepsiH.

OmeuC MBEICTIEHHO U3BUHUIIACH TIepe] AeBYIIKOM, KOTOpasi BCETo JIUIIb IIPUHECIA HATUTKU U
3aKyCKH.

— Ho ona 3amna B kabunet K UMmepaTtopy!

Opennuc Obl/la OYEHD CMyIlleHa. HOCKOJ’IBKY OHa celYyac He MOrJjia HOPMaJIbHO OyMaTh, 3TO OBIIIO
€JUHCTBEHHOE, K 4eMY OHa CMOTI'JIda IIPHUAPATHCA.

— Ona Xe roOpHUYHas, I03TOMY MOXKET BOUTH.

— MHe He HPaBUTCA, KOT'Ia PAOOM C TOOOM HaXOOATCsA OPYyTHUE XKEHIIWHEIL, IOMUMO MEH.

— Bort kak?

— Ecnu OBl MeH4 37ech He OO0, THI OBUI OLI HAeIUHE C 9TOU XKEHIIUHOH,

Ecnu Spennuc 3mech He ObII0, TOPHUYHAS He MpuHecia Obl 3aKyCKH.

— Vxogu, — npukasan JlexaH TOpHUYHOU.

— Cnyiamocs.

[TonyuyuB pa3pelienue oT MmepaTopa, TOpHUYHAS BHITOJIKAIA TEJIEXKKY U YIIUIa.

«0O "et! Mou 3akycku! 4 momxkHa Oblna MOMIyYIlle I0ogyMaTh, IpeXk/ie Y4eM rOBOPUTD! »

— Tak tebe He HPABUTCA, KOT'Od 4 HAaX0XKYCh PAOOM C OPYT'UMHU XKeHIINHaAMU?

— Ila, MHe He HPaBUTCA, JaXKe €CJIN 3TO TOPHUYHEIE.

— [laxe pritapu?

— Ia, MHe He HpPaBUTCS. 4 monMKHa OBITh eAMHCTBEHHOM XKEHIIMHOMN PsmoM ¢ JIexaHOM.

OHH BCe TIPOCTO BHITIOJIHSIIKA CBOI0 Pab0Ty — U phILlapH, ¥ ropHUYHLIe. Ho dpenmuc mpomomkana
HACTauBaTh, YTOOH JIexaH pa3opBaj IIOMOJIBKY.



—C CerogHANIIHero nHd B I/ISYMPYJIHOM OBOpIE HE OCTAHETCA HU O):[HOfI FOpHI/I‘-IHOI‘/JI.

— Yt0?! A uT0 € paboTOM, KOTOPYIO OHU BHITONHANKU? KTO GyeT BEIIOTHATH UX 005S3aHHOCTHU?

Omennuc He oXuOana, 4To JlexaH cenaeT Tak, Kak OHa Iompocuna. [10aToMy eé o4eHb 6€CIIOKOUIIO0
cocTostHre M3yMpymHOTO ABOPIIA.

Ho Jlexan papmocTHO 1 6€33a00THO CIIPOCHII €€:

— Torma, MmoxeT 61:>ITI>, TBI GYJIGH.IB 9TO JeJlaTh OJII MeHs?

—YT0?..

— By,‘E[eH.Ib IIOMOTr'aThk MHE II€PEeOaeBaThCA U 3allPpaBIATE KPOBATh.

— Y-4TO THI UMeeb B BUAY?!

— A elé npuHUMaTh BaHHY. BCE ocTanbHOe 6yayT menaTh CIyTH.

Spennuc HeOCO3HAHHO Orisfena JlexaHa C HOT [0 TOJIOBHI. U_II/IPOKI/IG IJ1e49u, KPpernmkKkoe MyCKYJIuCTOe
TEJI0 U KPpAaCHuBO€ JIUIIO. Ilaxe IIPOCTO IMPpegCTaBUB cebe JlexaHa B BAHHOH, y Spennuc 3aKPYyZKHUJIIaCh
T'OJIOB4, a €CJIM OHAa YBUOUT 3TO BKUBYIO, TO Y Heé mougeT KPOBE U3 HOCA.

— O 4eM 9TO TH TaM 3agyMaach?

— Hu o yeMm!

— XM.

JlexaH pacCTeTHyJ IIyTOBUIy Ha pyOallke, B KOTOPYIO OBII OleT. YBUAEB €ro rpydb, KOTOpas Oblla
eiBa BUJHA CKBO3b BEIPE3 pyOaIlKu, Jmetuc criaoTHyna. Korga JIexaH cierka OTTSHYI BOPOT
PyOallKy ¥ 3arJISHYII BHYTPh, OHA IMOYTH BCTajla, YTOOH TOXKE TOCMOTPETh BMECTE C HUM.

— Yro TH Jenaems?

YcnrimaB JlexaHa, dnesnuc ObICTPO cena, KaK HU B YeM He ObIBajio, HO OBLIO yXKe CIIUIIKOM MTO3[IHO.
OHa Oblyta CMyllleHa HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE, YeM [I0 3TOTO.

— Xouellb IOCMOTPETL? — pyKa JlexaHa MOTSHYIAaCh KO BTOPOU IIyTOBULIE.



— 4 He nwITanack co61a3HUTL Tebs!

— Bort kak?

— 4 mpocTo uyTh He ymana!

— Brino 651 X0poI1I0, yIagy TH Ha MeHs, — JlexaH pacCTerHysa BTOPYIO IyTOBHUILY.

— Cpenpb Oemna gHst! Jit! UTo TH memnaels! — 3OeNnuc TOPOIIUBO MOMBITAalaCh 3aCTETHYTh YT OBULIEL
o0paTHO, HO y HEE 9TO 3aHSJI0 MHOTO BpEMeHH, IIOTOMY YTO OHa HUKAK He MOTJIa IOacTh B METIIIO.

— C-cKaXu TOPpHAYHOMU, IIYCTh 3TO CAEJIaeT OHa. d HUYero He CKaxy.

— W TH He IPOTHB, YTO 3TO CAEJAET Apyras KeHIIuHa?

— [la, mymaro, s Gbly1a HelpaBa, — J[IEJITUC II0YYBCTBOBAJIa coxkaleHue. B ctatbe 06 3TOM He
TOBOPHUJIOCH. DEJIIMC He MOTJjIa CKa3aTh: «Xopoimo! 4 Bcé cuenai!». O4eBUOHO XKe, YTO, €CIIA OHA
TaK CKaXeT, CTIYYUTCS YTO-TO HelompaBuMoe. IlepeomeBaThCst, 3aIpaBiisiTh KPOBATh, ¥ laXKe MBITHE
— BCE 9TO CJIMIIKOM MHTHUMHO.

«f] mpaBUIBHO OTpPearupoBana’?»

Opennuc X0TeI0Ch HaUTH TOTO, KTO HAIKCAN 9Ty CTAThIO ¥ PACCIIPOCUTH 06 3TOM.

«B mo00oM ciy4ae, 4yBCTBa He MOTYT UCUE3HYTh MOMEHTA/IbHO, I03TOMY 5 He BUXKY HUKaKUX
IIPU3HAKOB...»

910 OBlNa e€ mocnenHss Hafiexkaa, T03TOMY JeJUINC He MOTIJla Tak JIETKO OTKa3aThCsl OT HEE.

— Ilymato, 4TO TOPHUYHEIE U3 M3yMPYyIHOTO ABOPIIA [HOJIXKHEI IIOMEHSITECS MECTAMHU CO CIIyTaMy U3
Py6unoBoro gBopua. { xo4y ObITh €MUHCTBEHHBIM MYKYUHOU PSIOM C TOOOIA.

— Bcé B nopsake! MHe HanjeBaTh Ha OPYTUX MyKYHKH.

— MeHS$ ToXe He BOJHYIOT APYTHe XeHIUHEL. f IPOCTO He X04Yy BUAETh MYXKUYUHY PSIHOM C TOOOM.

— T-T-TOrma ma... — JOeJUIuc He MOrJla IpUAyMaTh IPUYUHY, 4YTOOH OH 9TOTO He [ienall.

— U s yBomto capa Paccuca c ero mocra.



— Tonvpko He 3TO!

— [louemy HeT?

— Hert. Hu 3a uyTo0. OH XKe Mou 3CKopT. Her.

JlexaH cierka I[OKHY SI3bIKOM. J[IeJIJIC TI0Ka3a0Ch, UTO OH IBITAJICS MUCIIOIh30BaTh 3TY
BO3MOXKHOCTb, UTOOH 136aBUTHLCS 0T capa Paccrca, KOTOPHIM eMy He HPaBUIICS.

«3TO0 OBLTIO OIIaCHO!»

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, deInc Hu4ero He fobunack. Bcé, 4To OHa moJy4uia, — 3TO CMYIIEHUE U CIYXH,
KOTOpBIEe OYOYT XOOUTH CPEU TOPHUYHBIX.

«I'oBOpsAT, 4TO MMIIepaTpulla MPOCTO ofgepxuMa MepaTtopom».

Spennuc IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, YTO Yy HEE pa360nenacr: ronoBa. JlexaH mopoiien K Heu C YJ'IBI6KOI71 Ha JINIIEe
" CeJl pAooM.

— Dpennuc?

— M?..

— Tl cTasna nyuine KO MHE OTHOCUTLCS?

—Yr0?

— Tol 3a00THIILCS ¥ MHTEPECYeIIbCcs MHOM, a ellé Tebe He HPaBUTCS, YTO PSIAOM CO MHOM HaXOMSITCS
JIIOMY TIPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOTO MosIa. Tk Befellb cebs Tak XkKe, Kak .

Bcé, uTo omuceiBan JlexaH, Jennuc fgejana U3-3a CBOero IjlaHa 10 OOepPKHUMOCTH.

— f He yBepeHa...

— DTOro BIOJIHE MOCTATOYHO.

— Pa3Be TeOe He MPOTUBHO, YTO S TaK TOOOM ogepKuMa?

— Opepxuma? MHe HpaBuTcs. [Toxkanyiicra, Oyab ogepKuMa MHOH eIlé CUJIbHee.



dmennuc ¢ TPyaoM yaeOHyIack. B ryOuHe OyInd OHA IaKalla ¥ Kpudana: «5 o6pedeHa».

— Yr0, ecnu XKeHIIKWHA-TOCCITyKalllas ¢ JOKJIagoM, a g pa303/ICh?

— Xouemib Monpo0oBaTh? 3allPOCUTE OTUET?

— Hert! 4 npocTo npuBena npumep!

— BoOT KaK... — Cyqs [0 ero IOHUKINKM IIJIeYaM ¥ TPYCTHOMY B3TJIsAAy, JIexaH OB KCKPeHHe
pa304yapoBaH.

«IToyeMy THI TaK pacCTpoeH!»

— OTO HOpPMaJbHO, YTO 5 Oymy Tebe HagoemaTh TaKUM 00pa3oM?

— MHe 9T0 He noMenIaeT. XoTes Obl 5 X0Th pa3 Takoe yBuAeTh. C HeTEepPIeHUEM XKy 9TOTO.

«He Hapo...He HaJo 9TOr0 XOaTh...»

— To-Torma s mogyMaro, Kak Te6st m00eCIIOKOUTh, — IMEJIAC MOTBITanach BCTAaTh CO CBOETO MECTa,
HO JIexaH CXBaTHUJI €€ 3a 3aIsCThe U CHOBA yCATHUII.

— Kyna et cobpanacsk? Pa3Be Thl He coOupasnach MHE JOKy4aThb?

— Pas3Be 51 He MOMKHA YUTH, YTOOBI IPUAOYMATh CIIOCO0 MOTyYIne?

— Trl MoXKels fiyMaTh 06 9TOM 3ech. B To ke BpeMs gocaxkpas MHe.

[Tomymasg, uTo JIexaH, BO3MOXKHO, IIPaB, JAEJIUC cela 06paTHO.

«BMemaTenscTBO B GyMazkHY0 pabOTH, BO3MOXKHO, BEI30BET 00paTHHIY 3pdeKkT. U 51 He MoTy CHOBa
YCOMHUTHCSI B €T0 OTHOILIEHUSX C XKeHIMHaMu. YTo MHe fienaThb?..»

O[eNINC MOYTH OTPYy3UIacCh B CBOU MEIC/IH, TIOJIHBIE OTUASHNUSA, KaK BAPYT II0YYBCTBOBala, KakK 4To-
TO CKOJIB3HYJIO 110 €€ pyKe. JlexaH mornaxkusar ee€.

— JlexaH, 4TO THI fenaenn?

— 41 xouy npuKacaThCs K Tebe.



— Wpu paboTatii...

— 4 Mory cpesnaTh 9TO IIOI03XKeE.

Omenuc X0Tea COCPEOOTOYUTLCS Ha TOM, YTOOH IPUAYyMaTh, Kak gocamuTh Jlexany. Ho oHa He
MOTJIa 3TOTO CHeJIaTh, IOTOMY YTO OH IIPOMOJIKAT IPUKACATHCS K HEH.

«Jla boxe moii! Kak ke 3T0 pa3mpa...>kaeT. To4HO, g OONIXKHa CejaTh Tak!»

Opennuc BCKOYMIa CO CBOEr0 MECTa, CXBaTHUIa CO CTOJIa JOKYMEHT U NMPOTsHya eMy. OnpeneneHHo,
JlexaH OyzmeT pa3mpakeH, eciu oHa OyZmeT OTBIeKaTh ero, KOrfa OH IOMbITAaeTCS COCPENOTOUYUTHCS Ha
paborte.

— Yro 9T0? — cnpocun JlexaH.

— PaborTaii.

Temeps, KOrma y HEro eCTh, Ha Y4eM COCPeIOTOUYUThCS, KaXKIbIM pa3, Korga OHa Oy[eT ero KacaThCs,

oH OynmeT pa3mpazkaThCsl. DOEJUIUC CIeTKa ollepiiach Ha myiedo JlexaHa.

— 2-Opennuc?

— CocpenoToubcs Ha paborTe.

— Her...

Korma JlexaH BRIHYKIEHHO BEePHYIICS K paboTe, DIEIIHC B3siyia ero Mo PyKy u mornapuna. OH
CMOTpeJT Ha OJHY U Ty e CTPaHHHUILY, 3aTeM CHOBa CMOTpeIl Ha Heé U, B UTOTe, OTJIOKMUIT IOKYMEHT B
cTopoHy. OH yI0XMIT DNENIHC, KOTOpas MIPUCIOHUIACh K HeMy, Ha IWBaH, Hafl Hel HaBUCIa OOJbIIas
TeHb. OTO ObLT JIexaH.

— Omn!

— Openmnuc, He ITPOBOIMPYH MeHs OOJIbIIIe.

— 9T0 OBLJIO HCIBITaHUE!

— Pa3Be He THI CKa3aja, YTOOH S TOMOKIAI?



— -ma...

JlexaH 00XBaTHII €€ JTAIIO0 OOHOM PYKOM U ITPOBeJ OOIBIINM IajblleM II0 Tybe.

— He ucmobiThIBait 60JIbIIIE MOE TEPIIEHHUE.

— Jla Korga g Takoe menana?

— Celtyac, coBCceM HegaBHO, Bcerpa.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He pa3mpaxkaeT Tebs?..

— He OyMal0, 9TO Thl MEHHA 6y;1e1.m; pa3dpazxkKaTh, XO0Th YePe3 OBad r'oga, XO0Th 4Yepe3 TPUALAThH JIeT.

«He mymato, uTo 51 Oyny KuBa yepe3 ABa rogal»

— OcTanock BCero OecsaTh MHel, JIeuc.

OHa CNIHIIKOM XOPOIIIO ITOHKMMaJa, 0 YeM OH TOBOPHUT. Kaxkmeii pa3, Korga JIexaH IeITajICs MIPOSBUTh
CBOM YYBCTBa, DEJIJIUC OCTAaHABIMBAJIA €T0 ¥ TOBOPHIIA, YTOOLI OH IMOMOXKAA 10 CBAAbOHI.

— IlycTb 3TH mecATh gHEeN npouayT 61aromnonyyHo, — JlexaH IOMOT el BCTaTk.

dpmemnnuc cXBaTUIACh 3a CBOe OBICTPO ObloIieecs cepplle U Bhibexkana u3 KabuHeTa MmmnepaTtopa.

«ITouemy? ITouemy Tebs 3TO He pa3gpazxkaeT? 5 momXKHA pa3opBaTh MOMOJIBKY! 4 mernasa 4To-To He
TaK?»

Korpa JlexaH Ha paccBeTe TPEHUPOBAJICS C MEYOM, DMEJIINC IPHUIIIIA TIOCMOTPETD, a 3aTeM
paccIpamiBaa 0 KaxaoM ImpeaMeTte B KabuHete. Ho uem GoJibIlle OHA CTapasiach s TOTO, YTOOH
OH PacTOpT IIOMOJIBKY, TeM CHIIbHEe B He€ BII0OIsACS JIexaH.

ITocnemHsist MOIBITKA DEJINC C TPECKOM IIPOBAJINIaCh.

«MHe KoHel... CBagbpba yKe yepe3 Hefemo!»

Bonee Toro, oHa Tak ¥ He IIO3HAKOMMJIACH ITOOIHKE C C3poM ®accucom. OcTaBanach BCETO HEHENs, a
gejierallui Ha4YHYT HpI/IﬁblBaTB, Ha4WHasA C CETOOHAIIMHET O JHS.



«Jlaxe ecny MO IIOIBITKA PaCTOPTrHYTH IIOMOJIBKY IIOTEPIIE€Ia HEyoa4dy, I'JlaBHad '€POrHS €ellle He
IIOKa3aJlaCh, U Yy MEHA €CTh BpeMd pa3BeCTI/ICb!>>

[ToaToMy Ofennuc peliriia COCPeIOTOUUTHCS Ha HallaXKMBaHUK OTHOILIEHUM CO CBOMM 3CKOPT-
pHILIApeM.

«Pa3 yK MHe Hafio TOTOBUTLCS K Pa3BOMY, TO 5 MOJIXKHA IMOAPYXKUTHCS ¢ capoM daccucom!»

Openuc BHIIJIA C HUM Ha MPOTYJIKY U IOMbITalach 3aBsi3aTh HEMPUHYKIEHHY0 Oeceny.

«$1 maxe He 3HAIO C Yero HavaTh Pa3roBop!»

[Tocne Toro, KaK OHa Hallllla KHUTY, DOeJUINC KUjla YeIUHEHHO JoMa, II03TOMY e ObIJIO CJI0KHO
o01maThCst ¢ ApyruMu nroabMu. Ho et Hy2KHO ObLJI0 HayaTh Pa3roBOp MEepPBO.

«Pagu moent xu3gu!»

— Coap daccuc!

— JIa?

— OM, 4TO BBl 000 MHE OyMaeTe?

— Yro?! Kaxk 0wl g onerun Bamie Bennyectso?

— Ia.

Coutnili ¢ ToNKy cap Paccuc orisgmen TOPHUYHLIX, IPUCITYKUBAIOIINUX JIENINC, U TIPOMSIMIIIII:

— 4 gymaio, YTO BHI XOPOIINii YEJIOBEK...

—W?

Henapmonro 3aKoe6aBIINCE, Cap daccuc Taxeno B3OOXHYII U OTKPBITO CIIPOCHII:

— Xa-a, Bare BenruecTBO, BB XOTUTE MOEW CMEPTH?

— [la KaK BHI IIPUIIUIA K TaKOMY BBIBOAY?! — Opesuc 3allaHUKOBaJla 1 HEBOJIbHO HaKpr4aJjia Ha
phIIaps.



— Ecnu Ero BenuuectBo MMmmnepatop y3HaeT, 4To MMnepaTpulia 3afaia MHE TaKOX BOIIPOC, TO I
MOMEHTAJIBHO JIUIIYCH [OJIOBEL.

— Jla OBITH TOTO HE MOXKET.

Ona ke BCero Nulllb CIIPDOCHJIQ, 9TO OH O Hel OyMaerT. Ho C3ap ®accuc nuib IIpOMOJI4aJl B OTBET.

— [IpaBma? — HEIOBEPUYMBO CIIPOCHUIIa JOEIHC.

— Ia.

E#t mpocTo 6b1y10 MHTEpecHO, uTo c3p Paccuc mymaeT 0 Heit — YTO-TO XOpolllee Uiy miaoxoe? 1
CMOTYT JIM OHHU NONaguTh B OyaymieM. M cMoXKeT 1 OH 3alUTUTh €€ 0T JlexaHa, KOTOPHIM KOTHa-To
caM XOTeJl 3alUTUTh €€ 0T MmMnepaTopa? Tak e, Kak OHa BUOela B KHUTE.

— TloaTomy, moxkanyicra, BO3AEPKUTECh OT TAaKUX BOIIPOCOB.

— ¢ nouana...

Korpma y dmenmuc, KoTopasi He 3Haja, O YeM TeIleph TOBOPUTE, CIIYYHIICS BHYTPEHHUM KOHMIIUKT, K
Hel nombexara rOpHUYHas.

— Barte BenuuecTtBo.

— B yem pmeno?

— T'oBopsT, uTO IPUOLLUTa Aenerauus u3 CesiieHHON UMnepun.

9T0 ObITM TIEpBLIe MPUOBIBINKE TTOCHH ¥ €€ mepBast opunranbHas padota B KauecTBe MMIepaTpuIls.
JlexaH cKasaJl, YTo eil He Hy>KHO NMPUCYTCTBOBATh, HO JAEJIUC X0Tesla HAaJagUTh OTHOLIEHHUS C
IIPEeICTaBUTENIAMU OPYTUX CTPaH Ha Cy4ai, eciiu eyl mpupeTcs: 6exaTh u3 mnepuwu.

«$¢l He MOTy BCTPETUTH OCTaJIbHEIE [efleraliuy, IPOUTHOPUPOBAaB TOJIBKO IIOCTIOB U3 CBALLIEHHOU
NmMnepun».

— Xopo1uo, g yxe ugy.

o cux mop Spenuc OTHOCUIACh K 3TOMY JIETKOMBICTIEHHO. Eif MPOCTO HYyKHO OBITH CO BCEMU
npyxeno0HoM. OOHAKO CIIeAyIOIKe CJI0Ba TOPHUYHON Pa3pYLUIUIU CIIOKONCTBYUE JeJInC.



— W oHM OIIPOCUIY IIPOCTUTH UX 3a BHE3alMHOE U3MEHEeHUe COCTaBa feyeranuu u3 CBsIeHHON
WmMnepun.

— Pa3Be yxXe yTBepXKIEHHBIN COCTaB HE MEHSETCS TOJIBKO 10 0COOBIM NIpUYUHAM?

— Taxk oHO U eCTb.

— Ho onwu BCé PaBHO 3aMEHUJIN TIOCJIOB, PUCKYS IIOKA3aThECA OUIIIIOMATHYE€CKHN HEBEXK/IUBBIMU?

— Ia.

— YT0 U3MEHUJIOCH?..

U cpenu Bcex cTpaH 9T0 Obiyia uMeHHO CBsiteHHass Mmnepus. CornacHo npepsigyuiei nHbopManuu
IOJIXKHEL OB IPUOLITH ONUH NEPBOCBSAIIIEHHUK U OBa MJIAAIINX CBAIIeHHUKA.

«Bce oHH OBIIH MYy2XKYWHAMH, [I03TOMY A YCIIOKOUJIACh».

OOeIIuc oCcMOoTpesia Ha TOPHUYHYIO C TPEBOXHBIM IIPEAYyBCTBAEM. Ta CIIOKOMHO Ilepenasa
“H(pOpMalKIo, KOTOPYIO el paccKa3alu.

— FOBOpHT, 4YTO BMECTO IIePBOHAYAJIPHO HA3HAYEHHOTI'O IIEPBOCBAIIIEHHNKA HpI/I6I:>IJ'Ia MOJIogast
KeHINHA-CBAMEHHUK. BceM 0ueHb HWHTEPEeCHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO OO 3TOTO MBI HE BUIEJIN CBAIIEHHUKOB
2KEeHCKOrI'o I10Jj1a.

Moronast XXeHIIMHA-CBANIeHHHUK, KOTOpast BIIePBLIe IMOSBUIACH IIeper e€ cBamb0oi. Y dmenmuc ObI0
IypHOe IPequyyBCTBHE.
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