— Tl-oyemy THI BOPYT...

— IIpocTtu. He cMoOr 0CTaHOBUTHCS, — MPOH3HEC JIexaH, HO B €r0 rojioce He OBIJIO CIIBIIIHO HU KallIn
packasHusl.

Spennuc 6I>ICTp0 IIpuBeJia B IIOPAOOK BOJIOCEI.

— YTO 3HAYUT «HE CMOT OCTAHOBUTHLCS»?

— 4 6yny OCTOPO2KEH B TeUEHUE CIIENYIOIIUX OBYX HEOEJIb.

— [Touemy nBe Hepenu? A-a...

Yepes nBe HeOenu COCTOUTCS UX cBapb0a.

— 4 xe roBopu Tebe, UTO IOCIIe EPEMOHUY 5 IEPECTaHy ObITh TEPIIEIUBLHIM U OCTOPOXKHBIM? —
JlexaH ynbIOHYIICS, B35 DHENIUC 3a PYKY U IIOIeI0Bal THIIbHYIO CTOPOHY €€ PYKH.

«JI0KMBET JIK MO€ CEPMIEYKO M0 IPUXO0Ma CBITOM?..»
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Onesnnuc mi10Xo MOMHMIIA, YTO IIPOU30ILIO ITIOTOM. B 9TOM HEBMEHSIEMOM COCTOSIHUM OHa KaK-TO
yMyZpunach BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO KOMHATy. Y mocre Bcex 3TUX COOBITUH JOeJUIiC JIUIIh yOoequnach B
TTPABUIBHOCTH CBOETO PEIIeHHUS.

— HMHaye s TakKuMK TeMIIaMM BII00IIOCEH B JIexaHa.

o aToro TNISAAs B KHUTY, DOEJUIMC HUKAK He MOTJIa ITOHSATh, KaK OHa MOTJIa TaK CUIbHO BIIOOUTHCS B
VimmepaTopa, KOTOphI# youn eé. Ho, UCIIBITAB 9TO TMYHO, BCE 0CO3HAJIA. BHENIHOCTS, IIOBeIeHue
JlexaHa, ero cj0Ba — BCE OBIJIO ITPOCTO MAeaNbHEIM. Eciiu OB Dmesiuc Hu4ero He 3Hasa, TO y&Ke
OaBHO OBl BIIIOOMJIACH B HETO.

— 39T0 MJI0X0, OYEHb IIJI0X0!

Ecny BCé CoXUTCA UMEHHO Tak, TO €€ 0XUIalT ciIoxkHocTU. Ecnu Smennuc saobdutcs JlexaHa, To
HET HUYEero CTPAaHHOTO B TOM, UTO OHa HAYHET COBEPIIATh y2KaCHBIE MOCTYIIKH, KOTTa MOSBUTCS
CBsITasl, Kak ¥ TOBOPUJIOCH B KHUTE.

«[ToaTOMy MHE HYXKHO CHII'PaTh Ha ollepexeHue!»



IMomwiTka Ne3. TaliHEIN BO3/II00JIEHHEIN.

JlexaH cKa3all, YTO He MPOTHUB JBYX CaMHIX Y2KACHEIX BEIlel, KOTOPEIE OHa MOTJIa CHelaTh, Kak
VimnepaTpuiia. Hao60poT, oH cKa3as, 4ToObl Jfeinc HU4ero He fiejajia ¥ TOBOPUIla EMY, eCJH e€
3aX04eTCs YTO-HUOYab KymuTh. [I09TOMYy OHa CMEHHUJIA TAKTUKY ¥ PeIlrjia BO33BaTh K IMOLUSIM.

— JlexaH, MHe HYXKHO KOe-4TO CKa3aTh Tebe.

— 4 Tebs cnymaro.

[Tocrne TPAIle3bl OHU T'YJIAIN 110 UMIIEPCKOMY Cay B CaMOM 6e3/II0IHOM MecTe.

— 41 "He Mory ObITh MMIIepaTpUIIEN.

— Ecmu T ipo paboty MMnepaTputibl, pa3se Mul He 06cynunu Bce? Tebe He HYXKHO 06 3TOM
0eCTOKOUThCS. §1 y2Ke 3aKOHYHII PACIPeNesaiTh 9TH 00sI3aHHOCTH.

— Her, He 00 sTom!

— YrTo elé He Tak? — B rojioce JlexaHa CIIbIIaiack YBEPEHHOCTD, YTO OH CMOXKET PEIIUTh JIt00yio
npo0neMy.

«Ho TBI HE CMOXKEIITb PEIINTH 3TOT BOIIPOC, TOTOMY 4YTO TYT 3aMEIIaHEI T~Iy'BCTBa!>>

— Ha camomMm fienie MHE KOe-KTO HPaBUTCH.

— IToaToMy s He MOTY BBIUTH 3aMyX.

— Kt10 9T0? — cnpocun JlexaH C 1eOsHbBIM B3TJISI0M.

OH OBITT TOX0K Ha TOT, YTO g B II€PBHIM pa3 yBUe/la B KHUTEe B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa younu
HWmMnepatpuy.

— 91 He Oyny Tebs BUHKUTH HU B 4éM. Korga s CHOBa mpuimes K Tebe, s IyMaj 0 TOM, YTO TaK MOXKET
cnyyutcs. KTo oH?



— 3-3T0... — B TOJIOBY JMEJINC HUKTO He mpuxonui. OHa ceMb JIET KUJ1a B3allePTH, IOCJE TOT0 KaK
npoyna KHUry. O6BIYHO Y apUCTOKPATOB OB APY3bsl AETCTBA, Oaromaps mogpyraM CBOeM MaTepH,
HO MaMa J[eJIIuC yMepJa, Korja Ta Obljla MaJIeHbKOi, T03TOMY y He€ He ObLIO HUKOTO.

«Kt0? KTo-HNOYOB! 4 moMKHa IPUAYMaTh...»

OHa BCIIOMHUJIA TOJIBKO OJHOT0 YejoBeKa. CaMblll MOCTEOHUM apPUCTOKPAT, C KOTOPBIM JEIIIC
00I11aJ1ach.

— Pyta Bucc, crapmuii CelH BUKOHTa Bucca.

— Tot, uto mpurnacun Te6s Ha TaHeIl B JeHb TBOETo medioTa?

— ToI ero momuuIIL?! — Jmenuc OblyIa UCKPEHHE YIUBIIeHA.

— Ho Benn BCE 3aKOHUYHMIIOCH TEM, UTO BBl TaK U He IIOTAHIIEBAJIH.

— Ho s GBI He BO3pazKaljia, eClIn OBl OH TaHIIEBAJI CO MHOM B TOT IeHb BMECTO I/InepaTopa.

— IIpoury Te6s, Jlexan. 4 He Mory 6T MMniepaTpuiieli. Ipoiry, pa3opBy Hally TOMOJBKY.

— Her. Hu 3a uTo0. 4 oTKa3wiBaoCch, — JIexaH peluTeNnbHO el OTKa3all.

Smennuc pelinia IIOIBITAaThCA HaJAaBUTh HAa HEr0 YyTh CHUJIbLHEE, YTOOBI Y6eJII/ITB €ero.

— JlexaH.

— XBaTUT, — OH IOOHSJ PYKY, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH €€. — HUKaKo# OTMEHBI TIOMOIBKU. ITO
HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Ho, Jlexan, s!..

— He xouy Hu4ero ciellath. BpeMs yXke mo3fHee, I03TOMY BO3BpalllaiCsa B CBOI0 KOMHATY U
oTmoxHH, — JlexaH nmogo3Ban capa Paccrca, KOTOPHIM Xaan Henmofganeky. — Cpa3sy ke BO3Bpallaucs
K cebe U OTObIXal.

— JlexaHn!



On HeMe[JIEHHO ITOKKWHYJI UX X OTIIPABUJIICA B KaOWHeT.

«Y JlexaHa ObIM TaKue rPyCTHHIE TJIa3a...»

Spennuc TepP3aJI0o YYBCTBO BUHEI.

«Maro Toro, 4To s COIraja, Tak eIé U ero paHusa 3TOM J0XKkb0... HeT, TH He moimkHa KojebaThcs!
Korpa nosButcs cearas, Jlexan 6ymeTt MHe GnaromapeH!»
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Ha cnepytomuii geHb JlexaH mo3Bai daesnc K cebe paHo yTpoMm. OHa OTKpHIIa OBepb KabuHeTa U
CTOJIKHYJIaCh CO CIIyTOM.

— Yro cnyuunocs, Jlexan?

— Jlexau?

— HpOCTI/I, MOKeIIb II0JO02KOAaTh MEHA HEMHOI'O B CBOEM KabuHeTe?

— Jla, xopotiio.

On IIPpUKa3all CJIIyIre COIIPOBOOUTHL Opennuc. O0sYHO JIexaH caM IIPOBOZKaAJl €€, HO CEerofHs, Ka3anoch,
OH OepxKaJjCsa OT Hee Ha PacCcCTOSAHHUH.

«Jlymato, OH paCTOPTHET ITIOMOJIBKY».

Ho xorpa CJIyT'a BBEIIIE]I U 3allle]I JlexaH, Dpenuc MoHsIa, YTO olrbanacs.

— Jnenuc.

— [Ia?

— Tol oOpaTHiia BHUMaHNE Ha CIIYTY, KOTOPHIHM Te0s IpoBOXKas?

— [la, 1 mogyMara, YTO OH HOBEHbKUU.



— OH CKOpO TOKKHET [BOPEII.

s cnyru OBLIO CTPAaHHO YXONUTD U3 IBOPIA, TOIHKO ITOCTYIIUB Ha CITYXKO0Y.

«Bugumo, OH 4TO-TO HaATBOPHUII. B IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4da€ HEeT IIPUYNH BCTPEYAThCA C I/IMHepaTOPOM
JIMYHO HEe3aO0JIT'O OO YBOJIbBHEHU .

Spennuc nmogyMara, YTo OH He 00513aH el paccka3bkiBaTh BCE, BIJIOTh [0 IlepeBofa ciyr. IToka oHa
HETOPOIUIMBO Pa3MHIILIsiIa 00 3TOM, JIexaH GBICTPO Meperen K gey.

— Dpennuc, moYeMy THl MHE COJjrasa?

—4Yr0?..

— 41 momyMas, 4TO B TBOEM pPaccKase ecTh UTO-TO CTpaHHOe. Ecnu Tebe KTO-TO HPABUJIICS, TI0YEMY THI
mpocuiia MeHs y6exaTth ¢ TOO0M U roBOpHUa, YTO XO4elllb OBITh CO MHOM BMeCTe?

— Kpowme Toro, pa3Be THl He KpuTHUKOBasa PyTa Bucca B meHb Baiiero ne6imoTa?

— XOTb TOra 5 Ha Hero Pyraiacsk, IMOo3XKe 4 Iepeaymarila.

— W oH Gonbllle He CTapIINK CHIH BUKOHTa Bucca, BOT yxKe 4eThIpe rofa, Kak PyTta Bucc yHacnegoBan
3TOT TUTYIL.

dpemnnuc Bcé moHsia. OHa o61axanach.

— W TOT cnyra, KOTOpHIY Tebst HelaBHO COMPOBOXKal, u 0w PyToi Buccom.

JlexaH mocnan aroged, 4ToOs K HeMy mpuBenu PyTy Bucca, Kak TOJBKO YCITBIIIAT BEYEPOM Ty
MCTOPHIO. B COTPOBOXKIEHUY PHIIAPE OH B LIEJIOCTH U COXPAHHOCTH Ho6Gpasics Jo ABOpIa... TouHee,
BOILIEJI B HETO B KQUeCTBe CIIyTH. JlexaH MOAYMEIBAJ O TOM, YTOOB H30aBUTLCS OT HETO Cpa3y, HO B
pacckase JOesnuc ObII0 IOTHO ALIP, TIO3TOMY OH PEIlus BCE TPOBEPHUTH.

— Pyra Bucc cka3zaj, 4To He KOHTaKTHPOBas ¢ ToOOM ¢ MOMeHTa feloTa.

dmesnauc MeITalach OMPaBOATHCS, HO He MOTJIa HAWTH CJIOB.



— T&I TOBOPHIIA, YTO MOJIOXKEeHWe MMmepaTpuilsl oopeMeHsieT Tebs?

— Ia...

— TbI TO3TOMY TaK MOCTYIHIIA?

Spennuc KuBHYyNa. [IpocTO OHa He MOTJa HalTH APYTUX IPUYUH, YTOOH OIpaBaaTh ceosl.

— Tebe HUYETO HE HY2KHO [eJiaTh, IIPOCTO GYILB coboii. Ho ThI OMKHa OCTaBaThCS psaooMm co MHO1.

«4 conrana tebe, uToOE n30€XKAaTHL 3TOrO...»

— Iloka s He BCTpPETHUII TeOsI CHOBA, 5 gyMalji, 94TO Tebe MoT IIOHPABUTBCA KTO-TO leyrofl. Ho 310
OKa3aJIOCh He TakK.

JlexaH IIPOTSHYJ APOXKAIIYI0 PYKY U KPEIIKO IpuKajl JNeNIucC K Tpyou. 3ByK ero CUIbHO OBIOLIerocs
ceprlia B ylIax ¥ ero fpoxalljee IPUKOCHOBEHNE TOBOPUIIU el 0 TOM, YTO OH He JIraJl.

— MHe He BaxXKHO, YTO Ha 3TO NOTPeOyeTCs BpeMsi, oKalIyHuCTa, IIPOCTO TI00u MeHs. MeHs, a He
KOT'0-TO APYTOTO.

— JlexaH...

— 41 mpoponKaio CTaHOBUTHCS XKagHBIM. 10 9TOTO g AyMaJl, YTo MHe OyHOeT JOCTaTOYHO IIPOCTO
MMEeTh BO3MOKHOCTb PA3roBapuBaTh C TOOOM.

— 4 He TakOU yXK XOPOIIMY 4YeJioBeK. ECTh MHOTO JI0fiel HaMHOTO JIy4llle MEeHS.

«HampuMmep, rnaBHas TePOUHS».

Ho Jlexan pemmTenbHO OTpe3at:

— Her. Tlo kpaiiHeil Mepe He [OJIs MeH4.

JlexaH kpenye 06HsT dnesnuc. CIoBHO 60SJICS, YTO €CITA OTIYCTUT €€, TO OHa UCYe3HET.

)%k



Spennuc BEPHYJIaCh K cebe B KOMHATY U HEMEOJIEHHO OTKa3aJlaCh OT IIJIlaHa Ne3.

«B urtore Y ME€H4 3allleMUJIO B I'PYIOH, ITIO3TOMY 5 IIOXJIOIIAJIa €ro II0 CIIMHE U IMOJIHOCTBIO BCE
HCIIOPTHUIIa».

Spennuc HaKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY, IIPUCIOHUB Ianel Ko 10y. E€ moiimManu, u oHa mpuyuHuiIa 60k JlexaHy.
OpHaKO JmesInuc He MOIJia MPEeKPaTHTh CBOI0 KaMIIAHHUIO IT0 pacTopxKeHuio Opaka. ITpomen emné
OJIVH [IeHb, ¥ 10 CBafbOLI OCTABAJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOI'0 BPEMEHH.

<<HaBepH0e, 9TO MO4 ITOCJIEOHAA IIOIIBITKA».

OmeuC MOCMOTpesa Ha Ta3eTy B CBOEH pyKe.

[Tocnemuss noneiTka. OKO 3a OKO, 3}76 3a 3Y6, OOEPXKUMOCTEIO Ha O)Z[ep}KI/IMOCTb!

Spennuc OblNla OTPsICEHa, YBUAEB HEOObINNYIO cTaThio. OHa OBlzIa 0 TOM, UTO JIeByIIKa Oblia
ofiep:K1Ma CBOMM BO3/I00JIEHHEIM, KOTOPHIX OBLI 663 yMa OT HE€, HO B UTOTe €€ GPOCHUIIH.

«Ecnu 970 Tak, 3HAaUUT He OyOeT HUKAKOM IOCygapCTBEHHOM M3MeHE!, 3/I0lesTHUM, U HUKAKOT0 PUCKa
IIOJIy4YUTh yaap MedyoMm!»

Eé maxe He OyeT My4YUTh COBECTb M3-3a TOTO, UTO OHA JIKET. JAEJUIUC MTOyMasa, YTO 3TO MOXKET
3aHSTh JOBOJILHO MHOT'O BpeMEHH, HO BCE PABHO peIluiia IompoOoBaTh.

«Jlazke ecnu s MOTEPILIIIO Heylady C pacTOp:KeHHeM IIOMOJIBKH, S CMOT'Y pa3BECTUCH!»

— OTnuyHO, maBay mompodyem.

dpmennuc HEMeNJIEHHO OTIIPaBUiIach Ha MOUCKY JlexaHa.

— JlexaH.

[Tocne TpeThel MOMBITKY OH BBITJISIIEN HEMHOT'O IIOHABJIEHO, U JeJIINC CHOBa II0YYBCTBOBAJIA Ce0st
BUHOBaTOM. HO OHa momyMara, 4To eciu celdac facT clabuHy U3-3a TOro, YTO JIexaH BRITISIOUT
TPYCTHBIM, TO TIOTOM YMPET OT €r0 PYK, I03TOMY PEIIUTEIbHO B3siyia ce0st B PYKH.

— YT0 TH OeJiaeln?

— Paboraro.



— Mory s mocugeTs psSmoM ¢ ToOO0M?

— [a! TyT ecTh AWBaH, TOE Thl MOXKEIb pacciIabUTLCS M OTOOXHYTh, — JIexaH yIbIOHYJICS U MOmyMal:
«XO0po11Io, YTO 5 BCE IIOATOTOBU Ha BCAKUU CITydau».

B cTaTbe mpo 0epKUMOCTEL TOBOPHUIIOCH, YTO IPYTOMY YeJI0BEKY CHadaja BCE HPaBUIIOCH, ¥ 3TO ObIIa
npaBpa!

Smennuc mopgyMariia, 4TO CMOXKET C JIETKOCTBIO PACTOPTHYTEL IIOMOJIBKY, 3daTEM OHA CXOOHUJId B CBOH
KabuHeT, IIpUHECIIa KHUTY U CE€Jld Ha JHWB4H, YTOOBI IIOYHUTATh.

«Omep&KHUMOCTD, OJIePKUMOCTH!» — IOesIuc noBTopsia cebe, UTO AOKHA CXOAUTh C yMa I10
Jlexany. Kak TOJIbKO OH B35J1 B PYKU JOKYMEHT, OHa 3ar0BOpPHIIA:

— JlexaH, Ha 4YTO THl CMOTPUILB?

— 4 x0oTen 03HAaKOMUTHCSA C KpaTKOU nHopManuen o Taprudax Ha IpofgaBaeMhble TOBaPHL.

— {1 ToxXe X04y I0OCMOTPETH!

— Xopot1to.

SOeuc HEMHOTO CMYyTHJIacCh, KOrfa yBuaena, 4To JlexaH IpoTaruBaeT e JOKyMeHThl. Ho 0CHOBOU
OJIePKMUMOCTH OBbIIT Upe3MepPHBIH UHTEPEC K TOMY, UTO [iefiajl IPYyTOM YeJlIoBEK, ITI03TOMY OHa B3siJia UX.

— BoT TyT HempaBUIbHOE YKCII0, — JEJIINC BEPHYJa JOKYMEHT JIexaHy ¥ TKHYJa B HETO IaJbleM.
—JTomxkHO OBITH 3 328, HO TaM HamucaHo 3 428.

— BoT kak? Twl npaga.

— U 1yT TOXKE.

— Xopot1tio.

— 4 mymato, aToro gocraTouHo. [ToueMy B cepemuHe MUGPH IOMEHSIIUCEH, HO 001ast CyMMa COIIIach
HUaeanbHO?

JlexaH BBI3BaJI CBOET'0 3aMECTUTEJISI ¥ OTIPABUII JOKYMEHTH 00paTHO TaMOXKEeHHOMY KoMuccapy. OH
CKasas, 4To MiMmepaTpuila Halljla OIuOKY B HOKYMEHTE, TI03TOMY OHM [IOJIXKHBEI BCE IIePEIIPOBEPUTH
U IlepefenaTh emle pas.



YBumes ropgoe BEIpaKEeHHNEe JINIla JlexaHa, dgennuc IIpHUIIJia B 3aMeIIaTeJIbCTBO.

«MHe e He TOBOPHUJIK AejaTh 9Ty padoTy... Ho s MpocTo He MOTJia CMOTPETh Ha 9TH OMIMOKYU
Mom4al»

Bups, kak HexkHO JIexaH CMOTPUT Ha He€, DIeJUINC pelluia U3MEHUTh CBOE TIOBEJIeHNUE.

— JlexaH, 4TO U3 eIHl THI JIIOOHUIIIL?

— 41 1106110 TOBSIAUHY.

— A 4YTO HaCYeT IIOTOIkI?

— MHe HpPaBHUTCS TYJIATh C TOOOH B MPOXJIAAHYIO ITOTOMY.

SOennuc cTano HEJIOBKO OT TOT'0, BO YTO 3TO BHE3AITHO IIPpEBPATHUIIOCE. Ho oHa He 3Hama, 4To 3TO
TOJIBKO Ha4aJIo.

— ... TBOM MIOOUMEIH IIBET?

— MHe 6Go7bliie BCETO HPaABUTCA 30JI0TO, a4 IIOTOM 3eJIeHbIN.

— [Touemy?

— Mol caMbill TI0OMMBINM IIBET — 30JI0TOM, IIOTOMY YTO 9TO LIBET TBOUX BOJIOC ¥ MOUX I'JIa3, a 3aTEM
UOeT 3eJIeHBIN — IIBeT TBOUX I'JIa3.

— ...YTo emé Tebe HpaBUTCS?

— Jnennuc.

—YTt0?

— ThI MHE HPABUIILCA.

O4eBHUOHO, YTO CAMBIM BaXKHBLIM B OIl€PAIUU «ONEPKUMOCTh» OBIIIO HATh MOHSATH OPYTOM CTOPOHE, YTO
ell ymensieTcs uype3MepHoe BHUMaHKue. OgHakKo, yeM 00JIbile Jesiic 3afaBajia BOIIPOCOB, TEM



GorbIle e Ka3anoch, uTo JlexaH coba3HsaeT e€. ITO CTAJI0 OYEBUOHO, KOTHA OHa yBUMENa, KaK
JlexaH c ynbIOKOM KITagéT CBOIO PYKY Ha eé.

TyK TyK.

['opHUYHAs BTOJIKHYJIA B KOMHATY TEJIEXKKY C JIIOOMMBIME 3aKyCKaMu JeJIIucC.

«CTBIg guTCA BCero MraoBeHnne! Eciu g cMOTy IPOOIUTh CBOKO KU3HB!..»

Opennuc IpUHSIa TPaHAX03HOE PelleHre — PeBHOBATh JlexaHa K KaXOou KeHIIUHE.

— Kr0 3Ta KenmuHa? Kakue y BaC OTHOIIEHUS?
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