O[eNuC MPUILTIA B 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBO, IOTOMY YTO BIEPBHIE 3a JOJIT0€ BPEeMS U3 KHUTH MOSBUIICS
cBeT. Eif X0Tenock mpsiMo cefdac OTKPHITh CYMKY, YTOOB IIOCMOTPETh, UTO B KHUTE, HO DIEJIIHC
IIPUIIIIOCH CAEPKaThCs. [I0OTOMY YTO eCyii OHa CSAET Ha I0JT ¥ HaYHeT IIJlakaTh, KaK paHbIlle, TO BCe
OynmyT oueHb YOUBJIEHH. JIexaH He MOT OTBECTH TJia3 OT JMAEJUINC, TI09TOMY ellle He 3aMeTHIT CIa0bIii
CBET, IPOCAYMBAIOLIUNCS U3 CYMKH.

— 31ech TaK MHOT'O KHUT, YTO 3TOT KaOHMHEeT IT0X0XK Ha MO B 0COOHSIKE.

Omennuc cpuenana mar Broepeq ¢ 6e33a60THHIM BRIPAXKEHUEM JIMIA U TPUKPHIIA CYMKY CBOUM TEJIOM.
[ToBepHYBIIUCH CIUHOM K CYMKE, OHA 3aBejla PYKY Ha3ap ¥ MOBEPHYJIA ee, YTOOBI CKPHITh
TPOOUBAIOIIUNCS CBET.

— [la, g co3mas ero mMOX0XKUM Ha TBOM KaOMHET, MOTOMY YTO THl IIPOBOAMIIAa OYeHb MHOTO BpEMEHHU
TaM.

— Crnacu0o.

XoTs Jmennuc U paccMaTprBaia KaOMHET, BCe €€ MBICTU OBLIM 3aHATHl CYMKOW. YBUMIEB, YTO OHA
HepBHUYAET, JlexaH IIPOBeN €€ K JUBaHY.

— IIpucaxuBaics. THl BEITISOUAIIL HE OYEHDb XOPOIIIO.

— Taxk 3aMeTHO?..

— Ja.

9T0 OBIJIO HACTOJILKO 0YEBUAHO, YTO JlexaHy ObIJI0O TPYOHO MPUTBOPSATHCS, YTO OH HUYETO HEe BUAUT.

— Openmnuc, cKaxu MHe, eciu Tebe OyoeT TpyaHoO.

— 3HAYuUT, THl OTIPABHUILIb MEHS AOMOU?

C Hapexkmou MPOU3Heca JOEeNIuc, Ho 0TBeT JlexaHa pa30uir BopeOe3ru ee MeUTHI.

— Pa3zBe TBOU MOM He 31ecCh?

— 4 mpocto copocuna...

Ecmu 6vl JIexaH X0TeNl OTIYCTUTh DeJIIuc, TO He 3abpa Obl e€ ¢ co00i, MOTOMY UTO OHAa M3HAYaJIbHO
Oblta TPOTUB Gpaka.



Ipyrue, mo4yBCTBOBaB aTMoChepy, ocTaBuiIu MiMnepaTopa U ero HEBeCTy HaeuHe.

Spennuc mogyMasa, YTo xoTesa Obl IOWTHU C HUM Ha CBUJAaHME, HO 3TO OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

B xoMHaTe BOIIapHJIaCh TUIIXHA.

— Tr1 He yxopguIb?..

[Ineuyu JlexaHa 3aMeTHO MOHUKIU. OH IIOCMOTPEII Ha Spennuc ¢ T'PYCTRIO.

— PaHbI11e...TH TOBOPHUIA, YTO XOYEeIh OBITH CO MHOM.

Spennuc IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA YI'PDEI3EHUSA COBECTH.

KoneuHo, oHa yroBapuBasa JlexaHa c6exXaTh BMECTe C Hel TOM HOYbIO, KOTTla OH HaBECTUII €€
ocobHsiKe. OmHAKO, KaK TOIBKO Jfe/IucC y3Hala, 4To Jlexan — MiMIiepaTop, oHa cpa3y e u3MeHuIa
CBOE OTHOIIIEHNE K HEMY U JIepKajlach Ha PACCTOSTHUY, II03TOMY OH HE MOT He TPYCTUTE.

— I'-roBopuna.

— BoT nouemy g npumi€en kK Tebe ¢ caMmoro yTpa...

Ona Tax rosopuia. A IOTOM OTHOILIEHNE JHEJIJIUC K HeMy IIOMEHJI0Ch. KpoMe TOro, 3T0 CIIy4YUIoCh
He TOCTeTeHHO, a COBEPIIEHHO BHE3AIIHO, YTO, C TOUKU 3peHus JlexaHa, BHITISAAENI0 abCypaHo.

Ho xorma 9pennuc mymana o ToM, 4To JlexaH, KOTOPHIN HOJKeH OB 3alIMTUTE € 0T MmepaTopa,
BMECTO 3TOT0 CaM yObeT ee Me4OM, OHa He MOTJIa He OTCTPAHSTHCS OT HETO.

Opnako, Korga rojoc JlexaHa cran OTKPOBEHHO IT€4YaJIbHbIM, OHa ITIOYYBCTBOBAJld ce0st BUHOBATOM.

— 3-3By4uT OTJINYHO! [[aBHEHBKO MBI HUKy[a BMECTe He XOOuIn!

OpHako BeIpaxkeHue nuia JlexaHa IIOYTHA HE U3MEHUIIOCH.

Yuuinue. I'pycts. [Teuans. PazogapoBaHue... Ha ero nuiie Gbijia cMeCh BCEX HETaTHBHBIX SMOIIUH.

— Tloka Tebs He OBIIO, I BCE BpeMs [yMaJjia, Kak ke TBOU jena!



— IIpaBma?

— Koneuno! Tel yiren Houblo 6e3 Ipollla B KapMaHe, U 5 epexuBala, He CIY4YUIOCh U YTO-TO C
TOOOI.

910 OBlNa ImpaBpa.

— [loka TH He y1es, TH ObIJI MOUM CaMBIM OJU3KUM OPYTOM.

U aTo TOXKE.

— IIpocTo s Tak BHe3anHo crtana UMnepaTpuiieit. Kpome T0ro, s gaxe He gymasa, YTO ThI
Wimmnepatop. [ToueMy mara HU4Yero He paccka3biBai 0 Tebe?

Ecnu Ovl g1 3Hana, 4To TH MMmeparop...

KYHaKI/I Smennmc cxKaauch IIpU MBICIIH 00 3TOM.

B aToMm cnydae oHa OBl pacCMOTpesia BCe BapHaHTH U MpHHSsa Obl Hanbonee 6e30macHOe pellleHue, a
He UMIIPOBU3KpOBaia Obl Ha MECTe.

— 4 cka3sasn, 94To caM paccKaxy Tebe.

— Ho TH HUYero He cKa3all...

— 4 xoten cuenathb Tebe CIOPIIPU3, IIO3TOMY HE HaBelllall Te0s.

Spennuc xoTena O6bl BCE y3HATH OO TOTO, KaK OH MPHUIIETT, YTOOH y HEE OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO BPEMEHH,
yTOOLI COeXKAaTh.

— Hrtaxk.

— XMm?

BHe3anmHo moHUKIIME INeYn JIexaHa BEPHYJIKCE B UCXOOHOE COCTOsSIHHUE, a YTOJIKK €r0 pTa CJIeTKa
IIPUIIOOHAJINCE. CII0BHO 9TO HE OH TOJIBKO YTO TPYCTHII TaK, CIIOBHO IIOTEPAJ IIEJIYIO CTPAHY.

— Yro TH gyMaiia 060 MHE B MOE OTCYTCTBUE?



— H-HpOCTO 0 TOM, KdaK THI TaM...

— U Bce?

Kasarnocs, 0H yero-to xmart.

Ho, He moxmaBHIKCEH OTBETA OT IdOesuiuc, JIexaH ooIlesn K Hel.

— 41 BCé mymari o TOM, YTO THI CKa3asa.

— Yr-yT0?

— O ToM, 4TO THI OHI BHIIIIJIA 32 MEHS 3aMyX...

Spennuc MOpPrHyJa U ocMoTpena Ha JlexaHa cBouMu OomnbinuMu rina3amu. OHa yBUOeNa OTpaxKeHue

B 30JIOTHCTHIX I'lla3aX, KOTOPBI€, Ka3aJIOCh, COYUIINCH MéI];OM.

Spennuc BCIOMHUIA O TOM, YTO CKa3aja B TOT IeHb, KOTHa OH VIIe.

«Ecnu 310 CIIVUUTCHA, Thl ZKEHHUIIIECA Ha MHEe?»

Ecnu OBl OHa 3HAJA, YTO TaKoe IMPOU30UIET, TO HUYero Okl He CcTaja TOBOPUThL. TouHee, CKalasta OBl
eMy 3a0BITh 0 Hel ¥ XKUTh CUACT/IMBO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH IMTOKUHET OCOOHSIK.

— Jnennuc.

— A, ga?

— 4 xoTen cupocuTh y Te0s IUYHO.

Spennuc IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HEeT0, 3aTauB ObIXaHUE. JlexaH YHBI6HYJ'ICH Y TIOIIEeJIOBAN €€ DPYKYy.

TyK, TyK.

JlexaH mOIBITANICS CKa3aTh YTO-TO, HO €r0 IIpepBall CTyK B OBEPk.

— K10 Tam?



CHpOCI/IJ'I Jlexas, pa311pa}KeHHBII71 TeM, 4TO €T0 6ece)1y C dmennuc IIpepBau.

— Komanpup Mnepckux pritlapei, XayT, MHE HY?KHO KOe-4TO BaM COOOIIUTS.

Spennuc c obneryeHreM B3MOXHYyIa, Koraa JlexaHy MPHUIIIOCh MTOMHSATHCS CO CBOero Mecra. Ho oH
OTISITH TIOMHSJI €€ PYKY U IOIeJI0Bal.

— ITomoxkmeIrys HEMHOTO?

— Ja...

Omennuc OblT He3HAKOM Takou JlexaH. KOTOpEIH Tak 06BOPOKUTENIBHO YIIEIOAeTCS U IeNIyeT el PyKy.

— Torpa yBupuMcs mo3xe.

OOeuc 30 BCeX CUMI CTapallaCb COXPAaHATH CIIOKOMCTBHUE, IIOKa JIexaH He BHIIIEN, HO KakK TOJIbBKO
OHa YCJIbIlIajia, KaK 3aKPhIJIaCh OIBEPE, TO 3aPEINIACh JIMIIOM B IIOOYIIKY W 3aKpH4iajiad.

IToToM OIIOMHMJIACH U IOA0exkaja K CTOJIY 3a CBoel CyMKoi. K c4acThio, cefiyac OBlI JeHb, II09TOMY
OBIIIO O4YeHb CBETIIO, ecyid Oblyia OBl HOUb, TO JlexaH Obl YBUOET CBeUYEHHUe.

Korpa Spenmnuc OTKDPEINIa CYMKY, CBET CTAaJI HACTOJIbKO APKHUM, YTO €TI0 HeIb35 OBLI0 CIIPATATh.

— Yo, coenait rmy6okuit BOoX... M BEIIOX... [TpoIIiIo MHOTO BpeMeHH C TeX 0P, KaK 3Ta KHUTa
CBETHUJIACE.

Korpga oHa OTKDEIJIa KHUTY, KaK ¥ PAHbIIE, ITIOABUIIOCH BUEO.

)%k

Hmnepatop Jlexan u UMnepaTpulia SOeinuc CTOSIU B 9TOU Ke KOMHATe ¥ CMOTpeIu APYT Ha Apyra.

o cux mop, KOTfla OHa CMOTpeJla Buaeo, nmuiio MmMmepaTopa ObIJI0 Pa3MBITO, II0O3TOMY OBIJIO TPYOHO
pasrisgmeTs, KTo 3T0. Ho Temneps Bcé OO0 BUAHO. [109TOMY OHa cpady MoHsIa, YTO 9T0 JIexaH.

JIuno JlexaHa B KHUTe TIOYTU HE OTIMYAIOCh OT TOT0, KaKOe OHO cerdac. ITO 03Ha4asno, 4To A0
MHITMOEHTa 0CTaJIoCh COBCEM HEMHOI'O BPEMEHU.



— Kaxk 4jieH UMIepaTOpPCKOU CeMbH, IPU3HAUTE 3TO Ceryac.

B oTtnmmume ot cerogHsAmHero Jlexana, MMmepaTop rOBOPUII XOIOOHEIM TOJIOCOM.

Cné3rl HaBepHY/INUCH Ha r1a3a ViMmepaTpuisl oT rpy6oro roioca, B KOTOPOM CIIHIIIANIOCH
OTBpAlleHHUE.

— 4 He mOHUMAIO, O YeM BEI TOBOPHUTE.

— Ecnu BH IpU3HaETe 3TO ceryac, 1 OTMEHI0 CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb.

Korpga MMnepaTpuila OTBETHIA TaK, CI0OBHO U IIpPaBAa He MTOHKWMAasa, 0 4eM OH rOBOpUT, MMnepaTop
IIOMOPILHUJICS.

— YT0 BHI UMeeTe B BUOY?

— BEI cripamuBaeTe, CJIOBHO He 3HaeTe 00 3ToM!

Korga MMmnepaTop 3aKpudal, cie3a CKaTHIach II0 OOHOMU IeKe MMmepaTpuIls.

— B 4éMm 5 IpoBUHUTIACH?

YcnrimmaB e€ cnoBa, UMnepaTop B3OOXHYII, HOCTAJT U3 SITMKA JOKYMEHTH U TPOYMUTal uX, Opocast ux
OJMH 3a [IpyruM nepen MmMmnepaTpuien.

— 16 anpens oxono 02.40 B 'unbpuio YOuiin noctynui 3aka3 yepe3 Mubopmauuonnyio ['unbauio. 16
anpens B 23.19 I'unpaus YOuiin npuHsia 3aIpoc U IoJIy4yusa Ipenomnnary. B cinydae ycnexa uMm
noo0eIiany OIIaTy B TPU pa3a 6oJibllle IpemonaTh.

I/IMnepanHua ClylIIajia I/IMnepaTopa ¢ mo6IeqHEBIINM JTUIIOM.

— XoTuTe CKa3aTh, UTO BCE ellle He IOHUMaeTe 0 YEM PeUb?

— Ha!

VimmepaTop, ITpepBaB ee, CJIOBHO OH He XOTeJI CHIBIIIATh €€ CJIOB, IPOOIKHUIT YUTATh JOKYMEHT.

— 29 anpens ['unpgus cooOumiia KIueHTy 00 0TKa3e B yOOBIETBOPEHUM 3ampoca. B Ty ke HOYb Ha
['unbauio GBITIO COBEPIIEHO HAllafieHre, U OHA OblyIa MOYTH YHUYTOXKEHA, HO CyMeJjia BEICTOSTb.



HMHepanI/IHa HeOOBEPYNBO OTKPHIIA POT, C2KaB KYJIdKH.

— 4 He Mory 3TOrO0 NpPU3HAaTH... [I0TOMYy 4TO He fenajna 3TOoro.

— YOuBUTENIBHO. On HpI/IHéC MHE OOKYMEHTEI C Balllel IIOAIINCEIO, YTOOKI CITACTH CBOIO KU3Hb.

VimmepaTop Opocun ocTaBuInecs: JOKyMeHTH B MMmnepaTpuily. OHa GbICTPO TPOCMOTpea UX U
IIopBasa, 3asBUB, YTO 3TO YyIllb.

— Becmone3no. 910 Bcero nuib Konus. OpUrKHabl XpaHITCS B IPYTOM MeCTe.

— Torpa... Bel BHIIBEIPHETE MEHS 3a TO, 0 YEM 5 [axKe He 3Halo? [laxke ec/Iu 3TO IIpaBfa, YTO B 9TOM
TAKOT0 0COOEHHOT0, YTO BH HaKa3kBaeTe MMnepartpuily?

VimmepaTop yCcTano KUBHYJ B OTBET Ha €€ pe3Kue CJoBa.

— XOpOH.IO, maBainTe OOIIYCTHUM, YTO HE UMEET 3HAYEHNA, YTO BEI IIbITATIUCH YGI/ITB CBsATYIO, KOTOPaA,
KakK IIpedCKa3all OPaKyIJl, CIIaCeT CTPAHy OT IIIUOEMUMN.

— JTO0 He 3HAYUT, YTO 51 IPOUTHOPUPYIO BOIIPOC O TIOMOIIM OPYKKUEM KopoieBCcTBa CepHbe.

Jlutnio Spennuc mobenerno.

Bymyimast oHa, IIOX0Ke, He 3HaJla HUYero o MOIBITKe YOUCTBA CBSATOM, HO ObIJIa CBSI3aHA C
BpaXKeCKOU CTPaHOu.

«Bugumo, MeHs Ka3HAT M3-3a 9TOro. YT0, Y4EPT BO3BMHU, CIYUUIIOCH C TEX TIOP, KaK S cTana
HmMnepatpureii?»

Smennuc HUKaK He MOTJIa IIOHSATh STOrO.

YTO0 XKe TaKoro IIPOM30IIJIO 3a I'0A UJIN OB4, YTO UX OTHOIIEHUWS TaK KaDAOWHAJIBEHO U3MEHUJINCH?

— Barme BenuuecTBo!

Bre3zamnHo B KOMHATY BOPBAJIaCh KEHIITWHA, JaXKe He IIOCTy4aB.



PBILIapI/I, KOTOPEIE CIIEJOBAJIA 3ad Hel, Ka3aJI0Ch, IHITAJINCh OTTOBOPHUTE €€, HO IIPH BUOE I/IMnepaTopa
CKJIOHHUJIX T'OJIOBEI M YIINIH, 3dKPEIB OABEDE.

— [In— Tlouemy THI 30€CH?

Spnennuc He pacCcCIIbIalia €€ UM 13-3a CUJIBHOTO IIIyMa B yIIaX.

Opnako ToH MMmmepaTopa ObIT TAaKUM XKe CHagKuM, KakuM JIexaH 0OBIYHO pa3roBapuBal ¢ JOEeIIuC.
OTOT roJIOC OTJIMYAJICS OT TOTO, C KOTOPEIM OH pa3roBapuBal ¢ MmepaTpullei Ha BUOEO.

«Kaxk Tel MOXKeIllb TaK pa3roBapuBaTh C HEU U Tak XOJIOOHO ¢ MMnepaTpuiein?»

Iaxe ecnu MiMmepaTpuIia COBepIIKa OIKOKY, 3TO BCE paBHO OblIa JNEJIINC, ¥ OHA HE MOTJIa He
IIPUHSTEH CBOIO CTOPOHY. KTO, eciut He OHA, IOAREpPKUT camy cebsl.

— Huuero ctpaiHoro, uto MMnepaTpuiia meiTanach yOUTh MeHS, IIPOCTH €€ U ITPOCTO CJIeTKa
HaKaxXMu.

— Ho raiinniil croBop — 60JbIIOE MIPECTYIINIEHNE. DTO HEJIb3S IPOCTO TaK MIPOCTUT.

9I[€J'IHI/IC IIOHsJIa, 9YTO 3TO CBsATadAd.

BrIno 04eBUIHO, UTO 3TO OblJIa Ta caMasi CBSTAs, B IMTOMBITKE YOUTH KOTOPYIO OOBUHUIN
WmnepaTtpuily. OTa KeHITHHa, UM KOTOPOH, K COXKaJIEHHWIO, OHA He YCIIBIIIala, MPOCHIIa IMPOCTUTh
e€. Opennuc OblJla yAUBIeHa 9TUM, a MrepaTpullia Obljla CKOpee ollapallleHa ¥ pa3rHeBaHa, eé
r7a3a HaJUIUCh KPOBBIO, M OHA BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Barmre BenuuecTBo, eciu Gbl BHL OTHI/IX MHE XOTSI OBI TIOJIOBUHY 3TOM J1I00BH, TO 51 OBl 3TOTO He
nenasna!

Ona otOpocusa CBOI rophoCTh U BCE ocTanbHoe. Eif Henlerko OBIIO CKa3aTh TaKoe Iepen 9Toi
JKEHIIUHOM. IT0 OB KPpUK MMIepaTpulibl, KOTOpas Xkaxpaaja ai00Bu MMnepaTopa, HO TUIINIACE €€
M3-3a CBATOU.

— Korga I/IMHepanI/ILIa BEIIIIJIAa 3aMY2K 3d MEH, BBl CKa3aJIi, YTO HEe T'OTOBEI K 3TOMY.

Peskue cnoBa UMmepaTopa 3amgenud JOeuc.

Kasanocs, oH roBopu1 caM ¢ co6oli, a He ¢ MnepaTpuien.

Cettuac JlexaH XOpOIIIO K HEM OTHOCHUTCS U JTIOOUT €€, HO DOeNIKUC He 3Hajla, KaK [0JIr0 9TO



IIPOAJINTCA. Bugumo oHa, IIPUBLEIKHYB K 9TOM 6JIarOCKJIOHHOCTH, COBEPILINIIa YTO-TO y2ZKaCHO€, KOr'Ja
JlexaH M3MEHUIIC.

— 3anpute MmepaTpuily B OTAeIbHOM fBOPIiE. [T03:Ke 06CcynuM e€ HaKa3aHHUe.

Otpan MMnepaTop npuKa3s peIliapsaM U yIIej BMeCTe CO CBATOM, CONIPOBOXKOaeMblid KpUKaMu
HWMnepaTpulib.

Korga cBsTass HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OrisiHynach C 0eCIToKOMCTBOM B Trila3ax, I/IMHepaTop YBEIL €€, CKa3as,
YTO TOM HE 0 YeM BOJIHOBATHCS.

Y Kak pa3 mepeq TeM, KaK OHHU BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI, JAEJIKUC IIOCMOTPesIa Ha Hee.

CesaTaga IIPE3PHUTEJILHO IIOCMOTPETIA Ha I/IMHepanI/II.Iy " YXMBIJIBHYJIACE.

«BHITH HE MOXKeT... Pa3Be OHa He J0oIXKHa OBITh MHUJIOH, Pa3 OHA IilaBHas repouHs? Wnu 9To HE 0OHA?»

Ho Bo3mro6enHo# MMnepaTopa Oblia 3Ta XKEHIIKHA.

Wmneparop, JlexaH, ObUI IJIaBHBIM FepoeM, TI03TOMY ero BO3/t00IeHHas NOoIKHA OBITh TJTaBHOU
TepOVHEN.

Korga 9menmuc cobpanach MPOBEPUTh KHUTY, BOIIIA UMIIEPCKHE PHILIAPU U TIOMBITAIUCh YBECTH
HWmMnepatpuiy.

— Ornyctute MeHs! [la BH 3HaeTe, KTo 17 {1 MnepaTpulia 3Toii CTpaHs!!

OpHako UMIIepCKUe PHIapy He OTpearupoBaiy Ha cjioBa MMIiepaTpHIlE U MTOIBITAIMCh CXBAaTUTh €€
¢ 00eux CTOPOH ¥ BLIBOJIOYb M3 KOMHATHI.

— OrnycTure ee.

Vix ocTaHOBUJI HU3KUU I'0JIOC, Pa3/aBIIniicsa U3-3a JBepU. B KOMHATY BOIIeN MyK4MHa, KOTOPOTO
Opennuc BUeNa BIepBhe. Prllapy MOCMOTPENN APYT Ha ApPYyTa, He 3Has, YTOo AeflaTh. MyX4uHa
nofgoiesnt K iMmepaTpuile ¥ 4TO-TO MPOIIENTalT Ha yXO.

— ME&I cKOpO Bac BHITALIUM, IO3TOMY, ITOXKaIyHCTa, IOJOXKAUTE ellle HeMHOT0, Baie BenuyecTso.

— 4 atoro He pmenana, He gesana! TallHBIM CTOBOP — 3TO XKe HeJerno!



— 41 3na10, Bame BenudecTBo. Bl He U3 Tex Nofel, KOTOPLEIE TaK IMOCTYIai0T, TIO3TOMY, ITOI0KIUTE,
oXKaJjyucra, HEMHOTO.

VimmepaTpuila KuBHy1a B 0TBeT. OHa HaNpPSATIach U CTPSAXHYJIA PYKH phIllapel, KOTOPHIE JepKaiu e€.

— 4 noupy cama.

— CnepyiiTe 3a HaMH...

I/IMnepanHua BRITIPSIMHAJIA CIIMHY U IIOIIJIa CaMOCTOATEJIbHO, HallPpaBJIsieMasd PEIIAPAMH.

MyxX4rHa, KOTOPHIH CKa3aJsl, uTo 3a0epeT e€, B3NOXHYJ, YBUOEB, KaK OHa HCUe3a.

)%k

Spennuc Oblsia OTPsICEHA TakK e, KaK KOTfla yBUOesa CBOI0 CMEPTh.

«3HAYUT Y MeHs ObLJI TAMHBIM CTOBOP C BPaXkKeCKO# CTpaHOM?»

Ecnu mogymaTh 0 TOM, YTO CKa3aja MMmepaTpuiia, TO Ka3alioch, YTO OHA U ITPaBa MbITaach yOUTh
cBATY10. Ho OHA HacTauBasna, YTo He [efiana 3Toro. Eciu HeT, To 0 KaKUX HOKa3aTeNlbCTBaxX C eé€
TIOJMKChI0 TOBOpUI MmepaTop?

Brino Hem3BeCTHO, YTO fienana MMmepaTpuliia o 3TOro, IIOTOMY YTO 3TOT0 He IT0Ka3asid Ha BUAEO.
OpHako SBHO CYIIEeCTBOBAJM KaKue-TO YUKW, CKpPeIlJieHHbIe TOANNChio IMIlepaTpHIlkl, TO eCTh
Jnenuc.

«KpoMe TOro, 4TO He TakK C 9TOM CBATOM?»

CasiTast, 0ueBUAHO, ObIIa mocnaHHuIeld boxbed. Ho mpu BCTpede OT Hee He MCXOOUI0 ayphl
CBSATOCTH.

O[eNnnuc NeUCTBUTENBHO OLleHUIa TO, YTO Ta IIBITanack nomMouys ViMrepaTpulle, HO KOria OHa AyMaia
0 TOM YXMBIJIKE, KOTOpas MOSBUJIACh Y CBATOM Iepe[] YX04oM, TO ObIJIO OUeBUAHO, YTO 3Ta XKEHINHA
He TaKOU yXK XOPOILIUY YeJI0BeK.

Opennuc mogyMarna, YTO YTO-TO YIIYCTHUIIA, U OTKPhIIa KHUTY, YTOOH TIOCMOTPETH HOBYIO
MH(pOpMAaIHUIO.

«ITepconax: Keiipxan Jlapkcun Kporapo».



— 4 yxe 3Hat0! He cnumkoM nu mo3gHo?!

OHa yxKe 3Hasa, 4To JlexaH OB T7TaBHEIM MY2KCKHM ITIePCOHAXKeM, KOTfla OH HaBECTHII ee, CTaB
Nmmepatopom.

3T10 CIIy4HJIOCh HECKOJIBKO OHeU Ha3ad U Tellephb IMMOABUIIOCh B KHUT €.

OpHako, IOMUMO UMEHU U XapaKTEepPUCTUKHY, KOTOpas yMellanach B ONHY CTPOUKy: «M3BecTeH Ha
apeHe mop uMeHeM JlexaH», IIOsIBU/Iach HoBasd mHpopMaIus. [Ipexkae Bcero, OBII0 yKa3aHO, YTO OH
TJIaBHBIM MY2KCKOU IIepPCOHAXK.

— INonmutuyeckust 6pak ¢ dmermuc bpummi, mo3Ke OH PaCTOMMII CBOE 3aMOPOXKEHHOe cepptie... A? Uné
ceppiie 3aMEp3110?

«On» — 910 KeupxaH Jlapkcup Kporapg.

«KewipxaHn Jlapkcun KpoHapy, BeposiTHO, JlexaH, KOToporo s 3Hat... Cepaile JIexaHa 3aMép3no? bpen
KaKOu-TO».

Cnoga JlexaHa IPOHECNHCEH B TOJIOBE JOEIIIHUC.

«MsI OymeM BMeCTe, HECMOTPST Ha BCE TPYIHOCTH».

«41 xouy crenaThb BCE [T Te0s».

«ThI maxe He IIpencTaBiideIlnb, KakK MHE OBITIO TPDYCTHO Ka}KJIBIIZ pa3, KOorga Tel MEHA OTTAJIKHBaAJIa».

«DOenuc, dOeIuc, IOesIuc».

[Tepen rnaszamu JpeinC IPOHECINCH BOCIOMUHAHUS O TOM, KaK OH 3BaJl €€ 110 UMeHU JIaCKOBBIM
T0JI0OCOM, TIOKpacHeBIIee nuIlo JlexaHa, ero oyapoBaTebHas yIs0Ka U ero JIUI0, KOrja OH CMOTPEN
Ha HEE CBepXy B KPOBATH.

SIeuc, IIOKPaCHEB, IIOMOTaJIa T'OJIOBOM, IIBITASICh BRITPAXHYTH MBICIIA O JlexaHe U3 rOlI0BHL.

«Yro 3a Open, uTo cepalle JlexaHa 3aMep3ro. Ecnu 9T0 Tak, TO MOE cepylle IIPEBPATHIOCH B BEUHYIO
MEepP3JI0Ty».

B03M0KHO, 3TO CTy4YUTCS B OymyIIeM u3-3a KAaKOT0-TO MHITUIEHTA. JOeJIIMC IToAyMaJla, YTo HOJIXKHA
y6emuThCs, 4TO cepate JlexaHa He 3aMep3HeT. Eif Hy2KHO XOPOIII0, YTOOEI OH XOPOIIIO K Hel
OTHOCHUJICSI, YTOOBI HE YMepEeTh OT ero Meda, II03TOMY OHa pellniia 103ab0TUTLCS 00 3TOM.



— KakuMm-To 06pa3om oH BIIOOUTCS B TY...4TO PACTONUT ero cepaiie. OY4eBUIHO, YTO YEITIOBEK,
KOTOPHIN 3aIMOJIHUT ITYCTOTY B €r0 Cepflle, — TilaBHAs FePOUHS, Ja?

Spennuc 3agyManacs.

Bo-mepBEIX, KaK OH CMEeT el M3MeHSITh, KOTrfla OHU XkeHaTwl? HeT, iMIepaTop He TOBOPUII 00 9TOM B
kHure. Ho ero moBemeHre TOBOPUIIO CaMo 3a Ce0sl.

Kaxk ObI TO HM OBIIO, TAKOE HEIIPOCTUTENIBHO. ITO CIoBa MMImepaTopa, He e€.

Bo-BTOPEIX, XOTS MOJTUTHYECKUM Opak 0e3 mo6Bu ObIT OOBIYHEIM [EJI0M, OHA OblJIa yBEpEHa, YTO SIBHO
0TKa3allach OT IIpeaoKeHus JlexaHa.

«3JTO Be[Ib THl IPOCUJT MEHS BHIUTH 3a TeOs 3aMyxK!»

Omenmuc X0TeI0Ch BOPBAThCSA B KaOuHET JlexaHa ¥ HaflaBaTh MY ITI0 TOJIOBE, HO OHA cepxKanack. K
HecYacThblo, OT HEeTO 3aBHCesia eé X1U3Hb. KpoMme Toro, ecnmu cepaile JlexaHa 3aMEP3HET, TO BCE
OMIET TI0 OPUTHHAIEHOMY CIOKETY, II03TOMY ¥ HYKHO OBITH OCTOPOXKHOM.

— KcTaTtu, 4T0 3TO GBI 3@ MyKUYKMHA?..

Ta keHIKWHA C KalITaHOBRIMU BOJIOCAaMU SIBHO TJIABHBIM XKEHCKUH ePcoHax. B oTmuyue oT
Wmnepatpuiisl, MnepaTop OTHOCUIICS K HEH C TEMIOTOM.

Ho kem xe OBUI TOT MyK4YUHa?

Cpefu TaBHBEIX TePOEB, IOMUMO TJIaBHOM Te€POMHM, 0CTABAJIOCh €III€ OMHO MyCTOe MECTO.

9TOT MyXkK4YWHA — TJIaBHBIM repol? bhijla BEICOKa BEPOSTHOCTh, YTO HET, IOTOMY 4YTO OH XOPOIIO
OTHOCHJICS K O[Ie/IJIUC, a He K TJIaBHOM TeporHe.

OpHako, pa3 OH ApYyXKeo0HO K Hell OTHOCHUIICSI, BEPOSITHO, 9TOT YeJIoBeK OyHeT el mojie3eH, Koraa
OHa COeXUT MO3XKe.

Omenuc HyKHO OBITIO PACCMOTPETh BCE BApUAHTEHL.

— MHe HyKHO HalTH €ro.
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