'Ceromus HUYEro He U3MEHUJIOCh...'

OpHaKo, 3a CeMb JIeT CofiepKaHre KHUTH, KakK ¥ PaHbIlle, He U3MEHHUJIOCh, 1 HUYEro HOBOT'0 TOXKe He
IIOSIBHJIOCK.

'C JlexaHOM BCe B IOpsgKe?'

4 Bce eire Oplna roToBa cO6exkaTth B Cllydae HeNpeIBUeHHOW CUTyaluu, Ho, 6raromaps Jlexany, s
CIIOKOMHO XKHUJIa ¥ MeHs He OTIPaBUIIK B MIMIIepaTopCcKui IBOpPELI.

'KaxeTcs, 4TO THEB MOET0 OTLIa YTUX, Hale0Ch, YTO OH CMOXKET BEPHYThHCH.'

4 Ovina B 6ubMKMOTEKE, BCIIOMUHAJA CBOe JeTCTBO, KOTHa yCIIbIIIana, YTO MOY OTell UIeT MeHS U
OTIIPABUJIACh B €r0 KaOUHeT.

BHe3amHo Mo oTel] 00BSIBUII, YTO OH CTaI MAPKHU30M.

- Yto-uT0? MHe celiyac I0Ka3aJloCh?..

- f cka3zan, 4TO Temeps A MapKu3 bpum.

A ornsgenacs ¢ HeJOBEPYHBEIM JIUIIOM, JIBOpeLIKI/Ifl KHUBHYII MHE.

'Mapku3? KTo? B pomaHe, KOTOPHIH S IpocMaTpHBaa, oH xke 0w rpadom bpunnom? OueBugHO, pas
HwmmnepaTop Ha3bIBal ero rpad bpumn.'

ComepkKaHKe KHUTH ¥ PeabHOCTh OT/IMYaINCh. B KHUTe OblH rpad u rpaduHs, HO Telepsb MO oTell
MapKu3.

4 He 3Hana, II04eMy 3TO CIIY4YHUJIOCh, HO IIOHMAJIA4, 9YTO 6ynymee Ha4aJl0 MEHSTHCA.

'‘Bo3moxHoO... Bynyiiee uamenurca? Moxert s He ympy?'

4 HapmeroCh, 4TO 3TA HecTaOuIbHAS XXKU3Hb 3aKOHYHUIachk. Ho oTen O6paTI/IJ'IC$I K Hel ¢ CEPhE3HBIM
JIUIIO.

- Y Tebe mpuuio opuimanabHoOe MHChMO CO CBATOBCTBOM.

- Ot KOrO0?..



Teneps MHe ObI710 25 71€T. ITO OBUT YK€ MPUIMYHEIN BO3PACT AJIS BCTYIJIEHUS B Gpak.

K Tomy xe, 51 OblyIa KQaHAUAATKOM B MIMIIepaTpHIlEl, HO BCe OTMEHUIIM U3-3a I1030pa.

Tem He MeHee, 51 Obllla €IMHCTBEHHOM HOYEPhI0 Temeph yKe MapKu3a bpumta. A 9To 3HaYUT, YTO MHE
MOTTIH CHeJaTh IPemioxkeHue, 4ToOs B OymyIieM cTaTh MapKu3oM bpumiom.

HOQTOMy g IogyMaljia, 4TO IMUCHhMO C IIPEOJIOKEeHNEM ITPHUIIIIO, YTOOBI ITOBLICUTH CTATyC 2KeHHXa.

- UmnepaTop pemmn coenath Te6st Mnepartpurie.

Moe cepmiie 3aMepio.

'Ax, BOT Kak? Ho ckonbKo Ol 51 He myMalia, B 3ToM HeT cMbiciia! ITouemy MMmepaTop BOT Tak
BHE3aITHO 00bSBUICS?

Bombiie roga Ha3ag HeIHeIIHUM MMiepaTop IOogHS BoCcCTaHue. f 3aHepBHUYaIa, YCIIbIIIaB HOBOCTH,
HO ITOflyMaJia, YTO KO MHE 3TO He UMeeT HUKAKOI0 OTHOIIEHUS, IOTOMY 4TO s BHIObIJIA U3 KaHAUAATOK
B MnepaTpuiisl u usbexkana 6paka! A Terneps BOT...

- OTKygna oH 3HaeT MeH4... [louemy MMnepartpuia...

- {1 momoran €My, KOrjga OH IIOAHSAII BOCCTaHHUE. Bot nmoyeMy TBOU OTEIl CTal MapKH30M.

Y BoT Mot oTen] rpad bpumnn, HeT, Mapku3 bpus... YTo TOIBKO YTO CKa3asl Mapku3 bpumn?

'MHe ObIJIO 2KaJTb MOETO OTIIa, KOTOPHIHM yMep, Kak ImpefgaTens, B KHure! M TyT Bel TOBOPUTE, YTO CAMHU
IIOMOTaJIi BOCCTAHUIO? !

¢ mouyBCcTBOBasIa ceOs IpeNaHHOE OTIIOM.

']l yyBCTBOBAJIa BUHY 3a BOCCTaHKE, KOTOPOTO ellle He ObIJI0, a MOM OTel] COBEPILUI U3MEHY, XOTS S
ele TyT U XKusas!'

OmHaxko, s He MoTya c6eXkaTh OT PeaTbHOCTH ¥ BCKOPE OYHYJIACh.

¢ He Morya caThCS U CIPOCHUIA OTIIa KaK MOXHO CIIOKOMHee.

- {1 kaugupaTka B UMnepaTpurs?..



Ho ee oTell Marko IIPOUTHOPHPOBAJI €€ XKEeJIaHHueE.

- Hukakux KaHOIUOATOK. TOJBKO THI.

- Yymurs!.. {-9 He Mory ObiTh MMnepaTpuue!

BripaxeHue auIla MOEro OTIla CTaJ0 CTPOTHM.

'B aToT pa3 s Ha caMoM fene ympy! Ecnu g ctany MMnepaTtpuiiel, Bce OyOeT Takxke, HO B 9TOT pa3
MeHS NMPOH3AT HacTosAmuM MeuoMm! Momopoii UMnepatop, a 1 Umnepatputia! 3ToO TO Ke camMoe, 4To
s BUOesna B Kuure!'

Bce sBHO HEYKJIOHHO CJIeEJOBAJI0O UCTOPHH, HE MEHsA COOEPXKaHUA KHUTHU.

I MeHSI He UMeJI0 3HaueHus OB JTX MOM OTell MapKu3oM unu rpadom. [TIoToMy 4TO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB OHa YMpeT.

4 ckazana, Bce, 4TO /sl MeHs OBLIO BaXKHO, ¥ XOTeJIa BEPHYThCS B KOMHATy. Ho 06eCTIIOKOEHHBIH
rOJI0C OTIIa 3aCTaBUJI MEHS OCTAHOBUTHCS.

- 9Tenb, 1 He X049y, YTOOH TH BEIXOAMIIA 3aMyK. Eciu ObI 9TO OBLIII0 BO3MOXKHO, 51 OBl XOTEJI IIPOBECTHU
BCIO XHU3Hb PSIOM C TOOOM.

- Ho, 3tens, 4TO, ecnu s YMpy? Kak TH CMOXKEIIb BEIZKUTEH B 3TOM KECTOKOM Mupe OI[Ha?

Kaxertcs, 1 3Hato, 0 4eM IlepekuBaj Moii otell. [IoToMy 4TO 0OBIYHO He3aMyKHUE KEeHIIUHB 00BIYHO
BBITJIAMST KaJKUMU B T'71a3aX OKPYKaIOIINX.

- IToaToMy... 4 x0uy, YTOOHI THI KMJIa, OKPYXKEHHAs TI000BbI0. [[axKe IOC/Ie MOEH CMEpTH.

Moii oTel] IpoX3HEC OUYeHb TPOTaTeIbHYI0 pedb, HO MEHS OHa He TPOHya. Ec/u s BHIY 3aMyX,
CKOpee, s YMPY PaHbllle 0TI, 4YeM Oyay KUTh, OKPYKeHHas JTI000BBIO0.

[ToaTomy s pemuiia c6exkaTh.

'B mr060M cltydae OTel[ COBEPINUI U3MEHY U CTall MapKu30M, a He rpadoM, Kak paHblie, Tak?'

Bosee Toro, pa3 oTell - mO6POCOBECTHBIM rpaXkAaHKWH, OH HE MOT OIPOMETYHUBO OTKa3aThb, I03TOMY S



OOJIXKHa cOexXaTh.

[Toxoxe, MMmepaTop gyMar, 4To 3TO OyHeT XOpOIIo OPYT IS OPyTa, pa3 Y& peds 3alllja o
OJIUTHYECKOM Opake.

y I/IMnepaTopa KpPEeIIKre OTHOIIEHUA C ADYTUMHU CEMbAMHU, €€ 0TeI] CTall MAaPKHU30M, a OHA IIPOXKHUBET
OJIMHHYIO 1 MUPHYIO 2KU3Hb.

'JIyumre c6exaTh Kak MOXKHO cKopee. YeM mombline s 6yay 9TO OTKIafgbBaTh, TEM XyXKe BCe CTaHET.'

Crnepmyromei HOYBI0, KOTTIA S 3aKaHYMBAJIa IOCTIeNHNE TPUTOTOBJIEHUS TIepef Mo0eromM, si BCTpeTHIa
JlexaHa, KOTOPHIM HABECTUIT MEHSI BIEPBEIE 3@ [OJITOE BPEMS.

- JIexaH, 51 xo4y ObITH C TOOOM, a He ¢ ViMmepaTopoM.

- TrI X0uelb OBITH CO MHOU?

- Ha.

OtBeTuna s yBepeHo JlexaHy, KOTOPHIM II€PECIIPOCUII, CJIOBHO HE MOT ITOBEPHUTb.

4 xouy OBITE ¢ TO6OM. He ¢ yemoBekoM ¢ TUTys10M MMmepaTopa, a IpocTo ¢ JIexaHoM.

- 4 npuny 3abpaTh Te6S 3aBTPa, He 3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, UTO IIPOU30MMET.

Spennuc corjiacunack co cioBaMmu JlexaHa, IIOTOMY 4YTO €My IIPOIIJIOCE ITPOAEIaTh OOJTHHI IIYTh 1
BCKOp€ OHa YCHYIIa. JlexaH cMoT paCCJ'IaGI/ITbCﬂ TOJIBKO IIOCJIE€ TOI'0, KaK Y6eJII/IJ'IC5{, 4YTO OHa CIIHUT.

OH OBIT psAoM c Heii. Ho He Mor npubau3uThCS K HEW KW3-3a TOTO, BO YTO OHa Obljla ofeTa.

- 9tenb, Most moporas Iuemnnuc. Crnagkux cHOB. 1 3abepy Tebs mo3xKe.

Ox noremnoBan ee B 100. TOYHO TakK e, Kak MOIeI0Ban nnepen TeM, Kak yfITPI

‘el BepHyCS, OTENb.'

Korpa ona yneibHynach, ero cepaie 3aMmepno. [I1s Toro, YToObl IPUUTH K Hell TIopaHbllle, eMy HYKHO
OyneT BEIMTU 1O TOTO, Kak oHa BcraHeT. OH 3acTaBu ce0sl cHenaTh Iar Ha3an U OTBEPHYJICS.



U K paccBeTy OH OB TOTOB OTIIPABUTHLCS Ha BCTPeUy K Jpeiuc. KTo-To cripocun ero, 3aueM eMy Tak
TOPOTIUTHCS, HO 3aTOPOIUJICS ellle CUTbHEE, BCIIOMHUB, YTO MOXKET VIIYCTUTH €e.

3a0eCIIOKOUBIINCH, OH ITOTHA JIOMIagb ObICTPEee, YEM €0 PHIIIAPY, U HAIPABUIICS K IIOMECTHIO
MapKu3a.

Korpa oH mpu6BII, K CYACThIO, OH YBHUAET DIEJIIUC.

- Jlexasn!

OfeIuC HallJleBasl Ha HallpaBJIeHHbIE Ha Hee B3TJISAOE U 6p0CI/IJ'IaCB J'IexaHy Ha IIIel0.

- Mos xkeHa, dnennuc. 1 mpuiien, 4To6k CoepxkaTh CBoe obelnanue. 51 Oymy 3auuuiaTh Te6s.

YcnIiIaB 4TO-TO HEBEPOSITHOE, DIeIINTUC OTTONIKHYIa ero. OnHako, JlexaH He coOupascs OTIyCKaTh
ee, TI03TOMY MeXXIy HUMHU ObIJI0 COBCEM HeOOJIbIIIOe PACCTOSTHUE, ¥ OHA BCe ellle HaXOAuIach B ero
00BATUAX.

- Kena?

3aTeM JlexaH KMBHYJI, CMyIIeHHO ylIbI0asCch, KaK OyATO eMy IIOHPABUIOChH CIIBIIIIATH CJIOBO «3KeHa» U3
yCT Openuc.

BEIT TONBKO OOMH 4eI0BeK, KOTOPHIM MOT Ha3BaTh €€ CBOEH XKEeHOM, TaK KaK Mpearosaraaock, 94To
OHAa BBHIMOET 3aMyX 3a MMmepaTopa, TOJIBKO eC/Id OH He XOTeJl YMePeTh.

U cTano sCHO, 4YTO OH MMeJl B BUAY, KOTHa OHa Pa3riisifiesia, YTO ero OXPaHs0T UMIIepaTOPCKUe
PHILIAPH.

'Tax JlexaH - MMmmepartop? Torga oH yobeT MeHS?"'

JlexaH, KOTOPOT0 OHA 3Hasa, JOIKeH OB 3aIlUTUTh ee oT MiMmepaTopa.

dmennuc He MoOrja IIOBEPUTEL B OEUCTBUTEIBHOCTD, C KOTOpOfI CTOJIKHYJIAChb, 1 CIIPDOCHIIA Jlexana.

- 4/l cpalvBao IPOCTO Ha BCAKUU CIyyYal...

- Ia?

JlexaH ynBIOHYIICS €if IMPOKO, lepXka ee B CBOUX 00BATHUSAX.



I'nanos Ha JlexaHa, KOTOpBIfI He 3HaJI, 4TO cerdac TBOPUTCHA B €€ I0JioB€, OHa MOTI'Jia TOJIBKO
B3OOXHYTH, HO OHa OOJIZKHA Onlna CIIDOCHUTB, YTOOBI Y6GJII/ITBC${.

- Jlexan. Moxert THl... Tel UMmepaTop?

KaxeTcs, HEKOTOPEIe JIIOOY YCTaBUIUCh Ha Hee, HO el OBUIO BCE PABHO.

'Het. HeT, HEe MoxkeT ObITh. He MoxkeT ObITh, yTOOH Jlexan Ovim UMnepaTopom!

OpmHako, To, 4TO cKalas JlexaH ObI0 aOCOIOTHO ITPOTUBOIIOIOKHO TOMY, Ha YTO Hajiesylach
dnennuc.

- BepHo, Mos Spennuc. Mory s 3BaTh Te€0S ITeNh?

- 9TO0 ceityac He BaxHO! Trl u TpaBga MmmepaTtop?

Jlexaun KWBHYJI, CMYIIEHHO YHBI6aHCB 1 ITIOKa3bIBasi, HACKOJIEKO OH 3THUM T'Op[.

"Jymure. Jlexan - MmmepaTtop?! 3To JlexaH 3aK0leT MeHSI MEYOM U YObeT marmy?'

OHa He MOTJIa B 3TO IOBEPUTL. YeI0BEK, Ha KOTOPOTO OHa Iojiarajach ¥ KOMY [oBepsijia 0osblie
BCero... Ummepatop?!

- Pa3Be 9T0 HE CIUIIKOM BBICOKO?..

- Ho Tonbko cTaB I/IMr[epaTopOM, S MOT OOTAHYTBCA 00 TeObs.

Spennuc BCIOMHUIIA, YTO €AUHCTBEHHOE, YTO €e CMYIIAJIo, - 3TO TO, YTO OHA CTaHeT MMmeparpuliei.

Her, pa3Be 3T0 HOPMaJIbHO - AyMaTh: «f momxeH O6biTh MmepaTopom!»

BEBII0 0OCTAaTOYHO OCTAThCSI OOBIYHBEIM YeJIOBEKOM, HO 3a4eM OBIJI0 CTaHOBUTHCS MMnepaTopoM?!

Kpome Toro, pe6eHOK, KOTOPHIA GBI MOX0K Ha MHJIOTO ¥ HOGPOAYIIHOTO GpaTHKa, CTAll ee MyKeM,
BEPHYBILUCH Yepe3 CEeMb JIeT.

U 6w1110 HEIIPUBEIYHO BUOETH, KaK OH BEIPOC 3a 3TO BPEMS, a €ro JIMIO M3 MHUJIOT'O CTaJI0O KPACHUBEIM.

[Toka Imennuc Koymebanock, MU0 JIexaHa MOMpPaYHeso.



- Tebe HeHABUCTHA MHICTIL O Opake CO MHOM?
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