TéMHOM HOYBIO DHeNIUC HAaKOHeIl-TO 3aKOHYHUIa IIPOBEPKY.

"¢l 9yTH He IpPOIyCTUIa KOe-4TO BaxKHOe".

[ToTOM s BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO V MEHS HET 30JI0THIX MOHET. 30JI0TEIe MOHETHI - 3TO HEUTO BaXKHOE, TaK KakK
BBl HE CMOKETE CPa3y IIPeBPATUTh APATrOIeHHOCTH B 30JI0TO.

Opennyc HaKJIOHUIIACh, YTOOH BEIHYTH MEIIOYEeK, KOTOPHIM OHA fepKaia [0 KpoBaThio. B aToT
MOMEHT BHE3aITHO OTKPBIIOCh OKHO ¥ TTOMYJI CUTIbHEIN BeTep. TsakKEémast IMTopa KOJIbIXaaach Ha BETPY.
E€ BOJIHUCTEIE 307I0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH!, CITyCKaBIIMeCs DOe/UIUC 00 Taluy, Pa3nyBall BHE3aHEIN BeTeD,
3aKphIB I'/ta3a. OHa [onpaBuyia BOJIOCH OOHOM PYKOM, ¥ yBHUEeJIa CKBO3b 3aHABECKU MOJIOZIOTO
MyKYuHY. dnesuc Oblia IOKUPOBaHa U IOIBITAICS 3aKpHUYaTh, HO OHa ObllIa HACTOIBKO YOUBIIEHA,
YTO y HEE IIpoIal rooc.

B cmelke oHa IOTSIHY/IACh, YTOOI BRI3BATH CITy2KaHKY. Ho OojbIlIast pykKa CXBaTUIa €€ 3a 3amsCThe
ObICTpee, YeM OHa 3TO cheaja. ITO ObIT MyKYKWHA, KOTOPHIHM IOSIBUJICS M3-3a IITOP. DIEIITHUC
3a7poxKasa, He uMesi BO3MOXKHOCTH 4YTO-TU00 CHeaTh, ¥ IOHSIa F0JI0OBY, YTOOH YBUOETD JIUI0
MYXK4UHBL. /3-3a TEMHOTEI B KOMHATe ¥ JIYHHOTO CBeTa 3a CIIMHOM MyKYMHEI, OHa He MOTa
pasrigpeTs ero. OgHaKO, BCKOPE €€ Tla3a MPUBHIKIIA K TEMHOTE, U OHa YBUAEJIa PhlKKe BOJIOCH U
KpacuBhle OiecTsAIIre 30JI0THE I1a3a. ['1a3a Jenmuc paclupuiInuch, KOroa OHa yBHUIea I[BET BOJIOC
Y I'71a3 MYKYUHHI.

«Jlexan? JlexaH, 9TO THI?»

«JlaBHO HE BUIEIHUCE... Y Te€0S BCE XOPOIII0?»

Panbiie oH GBI KaK 5, HO TEIIEPh OH CTaJI BBIIIE MEHS ¥ LIIMPOKOIJIEY, UTO IBHO XapaKTePHO I
PHIIIaps. JOeJUIUC 3TO BCE OBITIO COBEPIIEHHO He3HaKoMO. Ecniu Ol He ero phlKKe BOJIOCH U 30JI0ThIe
I71a3a, OHa OB ero He y3Hasna. OgHAKO OHA He 3a0blya ero, ed J0CTaTOYHO OBITI0 9TOM IOICKa3KY,
4yTOOB! Y3HATH €TO0.

«Kak TBOM mena?»

Korpa 9pennuc ¢ pagocThio Ha3Bajl uMd JlexaHa, KOTOPHIY TeNeph CTal APYTUM, OH 3aCMeSJICA U Cell
Ha KpoBaTh psoM Cc Hel. OHa TaK MHOT'O XOTeJjla pacckKa3aTh JlexaHy. YeM THl 3aHUMAJICS, KaK Th
JKWJI, T0YeMy He mucai u... Tel cMOT ToMo4h ce0e? B KoHIle KOHIIOB, DEINC, KOTOpas He MOTJia
JXKJaTh oTBeTa JlexaHa, OBICTPO MPOAOJIKMUIA. Y Hee OBIJI0 HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, IIOTOMY UTO 3aBTpa OHa
cobupasnack yexaTs. [103TOMY, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI KIaTh ETO OTBETA, OHA JO/IKHAa OblNIa CKa3aTh eMY
TO, YTO XOTeJla caMa.

«JIexaH, TeI MOMHUIIL? O0elaHue, KOTOPOE THI lajl MHE TIepel OThe3MoM?»

B meTcTBe MBI manu o6emaHHe. TrI MeH$ cracemtb. Trl CKa3al, YTO 3alfUTHUIINb MEHS OT KOT'0 HUJIM YEero



YTOIHO.

«Jla, s TIOMHIO, ST HUKOTTa 9TOTr0 He 3a0ymy».

BrIpaxkeHue uila JOeJUINC, 3aCTHIBIIEE OT HANPSIKEHUs, 3aCUsJI0, KOTHa OHA YCIIBIIIaa, YTo OH He
3a0BLI 3TOTO.

«KcTaTy, 5 ... MoXeIb I1 T CIepKaTh 9TO 00elaHue?»

«KoHeuHO!»

Bompeku HepemuTenbHOCTH JlexaHa, JOesInc BCTPeNeHylack OT pafiocTy U 00Hsa JlexaHa,
CHJEeBIIEro PSAOOM C HeH, 3a 1miero. CIyCTs OOIroe BpeMs OH OTKPHI IJla3a, T0paXKeHHBIH
TEeMIIEPATyPOi e€ HeXKHOTO TeJla, OH He MOT IOJHSTh PYKH, HO HaKOHeI] 00HSIJI €€ U YTKHYJICS JIULIOM
ell B 11el0. 3anax ClIagKuxX OyXO0B, CMEelIaHHEIX C apOMaTOM JOeJlJIUC, 3all0JIHUII er0 HO3IPH.

«Ax!»

Spennuc 06y1er4YeHHO 3aCMesiyiach, BCIIOMHUB BCIO CUTYyallhl0, XU OTTOJIKHYJIa €r0.

«3a4eM TH 3TO [elaels?»

Opennuc mojI0XKuIa PyKy eMy Ha IIe90 ¥ HaCTOMYMBO 3arOBOPHIIA.

«3abepu MeHs u Oeru!»

«4T10?»

«HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af KOe-KTO IPUXOAuIl. MMiepaTop cKa3ai, YTo ChelaeT MeHs
Vimnepatpuriei. 4 He xouy O6bITh UMnepaTpurei!»

Ero rmnasa, CJI0BHO OH B CBOMX PyKax fiepzKaJl IeJiblii MUP, 3aip0oKaii B 3aMellaTeIbCcTBe. JIexaH
TIOMpayYHeJl, HECKOJIbKO pa3 IIeBeIbHYJI I'y0aMH, a 3aTeM IIPOU3HeEC.

«BriiiTy 3aMyX 3a MniepaTopa... TeGe IpsiM 3TO HEHaBUCTHOY.

HenaBuctHo. Koneuno, st He B BocTopre. E€ 11enbio 66110 cOexkaTh 0T MIMIlepaTopa, ¢ Tex Iop KakK OHa
BIIEPBBIE Y3HAJA, YTO HAXOMUTCS B POMaHe, a OHa - «3pemuc bpunm» u3 pomana. [ HEKOTOPHIX
3TO BEJIUKOJIEITHOE TI0JI0KEHKe, HO eCJIU Thl CTaHellb MiMmepaTpuIie, To yMpenrs 0T Meda
Hmnepartopa. IToaTomy oHa moo6Gelana, YTo He CTaHeT MMnepaTpulieil 1 MpoXUBET 0YeHb IONTYI0
JXKU3Hb.



«f1 xouy OBITH C JIexaHOM, a He ¢ IMmepaTopom».

[Tepen TeM Kak IpuexaTh Ciofia, JIexaH MOCTOSSHHO OyMaJl, UTO AejlaTh, eCIu JIeJIuC ero 3abnia.
Iaxe ecnu OH He 3a0bIBasl 0 Hell HU Ha MUHYTY, OIS DHEJISIUC BCE MOTJIO OBITH MO-APYroMy. MEICTb O
TOM, YTO OHA He 3a0ymeT ero, 0OBIYHOTO MPOCTOIIONHA, OUeHb CUIIBHO ero BoJiHOBaia. Ho dmenmuc
K TOMY e CKa3aJjla, YTO OHa X04eT OBITh C HUM, a He C UMIIepaTopoM. JIexaH MpoCcTo He MOT
cHepKaTh CBOM HEOIHCYyeMble IMOLIUH.

"T'HI XOUeIs OBITHL CO MHOH".

JlexaH Cc TpyHOM BBIABUI U3 Ce0s1 CI0Ba, KakK 6yATO €ro KTO-TO AepKaJjl 3a TOpJIo.

"Ma! 1 He TonbKO 3TO0! 1 M3y4aw (apMaKoIOrui0, CeJIbCKOe X035UCTBO ¥ TOPTOBIII0, TaK YTO Aaxe
ecnu s Oymy KUTh Kak IIPOCTOU YeJIoBeK, 3TO He Oy[eT CIUIIKOM CJI0XKHO?.. HaBepHoe?"

OHa Tak OyMaJlla, HO MBICJIA JlexaHa MOTJIA OTJIMYAThHCA.

“TIToromy uTO y JlexaHa HET IPUYUH CIIacaTh MO0 KU3Hb U [TOABEPTHYTHCS NIPECIIENOBaHUIO CO
cTopoHH MMniepaTopa”.

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, 51 cpa3y IOTepsiia yBEPEHHOCTh. By 3T0 cTaphlii JIexaH, OH OBl Cpa3y ke cKa3all,
YTO IIOCIEeNyeT 3a MHOM, He pa3fgyMbiBas. MBI KUK 7 €T NOpO3Hb. {1 BOTHOBAJIACh, YTO MBIC/IN
JlexaHa M3MEHUJINCH TaK XXKe CUJIbHO, KaK U eT0 BHEIIHOCTb.

«Y MeHs oTHO OeCIi0Ne3HbIX BEeIed U 30JI0TEIX MOHET, KOTOpHIE 5 IOJTyYniia B KauecTBe Moflapka 110
Cy4alo IIOMOIBKM OT MiMIiepaTopa, Tak 4To 5 JKe CMOT'Y HOpMaJIbHO XKUTh, €CNTA He Oyay
XKaJHAYATE?»

JlexaH NOHS PYKY U HEXKHO TIOTJIagui eé 1o Ieke. HecMoTps Ha To, 4YTO OH ¥ PaHbIIe Tak gesall,
10 TOT'0, KaK yexasl 0T JOeJUIHC, OHa II0YeMYy-TO CMYTHIIaCh U ITOKpPAcHeNna. Ero MO30MKUCTHE PYKH,
KOTOPHIE CTalM HAMHOT0 0OJIbIlle, YeM paHbllle, ObIJIA e He3HaKOMEL. JIlexaH KOCHyJIcs e€ mba. Kak B
TOT [€Hb, KOTIa OH YIIEII.

«HopmasnbHO OBITH XKAgHOM, 5T X0UY CHOeNlaTh BCE IS TeOs».

«Ecnu s 6yny KaHOM, MO¥ OTeIl He CIIPABUTCS C 3TUM. f He cobupaiock yOeraTh u OBITh KagHOU, HE
3Has IpefMeTar.

«YTOORI TOHSATH TPEIMET...»

JlexaH CTPaHHO YNLIOHYJICS U ITOCTOSTHHO Tep €€ KpacCHHIe IeKu. Ero nmosemeHne He CUIBHO
OTJINYAJIOCh OT TOTO, KaKUM OBIJIO 10 OTHe3[Ia, @ BOT HaCTPOeHUe SIBHO ObI0 ApyruM. [ToaToMy



Omennuc moBepHYya TON0BY, YTOOH M30€3KaTh 3TOTO, ¥ MPOLOJIXKIIIa TOBOPUTE.

«Bay, B mo6om cny4yae! Pa3Be y1erko 656110 6bI 0TKA3aTHCS OT TOTO, YTO TeOe HPaBUIJIOCh CO MHOU?"

Cozxarnest o Teme eé Tela, YTO IIOKUHYA ero pyKy, JlexaH ycTaBUIICS Ha He€ u 0OHSI 3a Tajuio,
KOTOpas IOo-IpekHeMy OblJla B ero pyKax.

«HeT HEOGXOMMMOCTH cHiaBaThcs. {1 3aemy 3a T00OI 3aBTPa, TOTOMY, II0XKaJyiCTa, HOXKIUCH.

«Boobu1e-To, 3aBTpa BeuepoM si coOupasach YUTH OfHA».

JlexaH oOnerdyeHHo B3OoxHYy. [Toka s myMar, 3abbljia OHa MEHS UJIU HeT, S 04T IIOTEPSIIT €€.
EcTecTBeHHO, OH fepKai eé 04eHb KPEelKo.

«Ecmu T He IpUelb 3aBTpa OHEM... I yiiny ogHa. 1 He Oyny kmgaTh TeOsT CHOBA, MOHATHO? Tak
KaKoe pelleHre MHe IPUHSTH?»

O[esIuC CXBATHII €T0 3a PYKY U CKa3as 3To. To, YTO OHa CKa3aja, Ka3ajJoCh eMy yrpoxatomm. Ho,
Ha CaMoM [ieJie, OH OB Hy2KeH JeJIIiC, ¥ ee TOH ObUT BechMa OTYasHHBIM. OgHako JIexaH 0T4asics
eITé CUIbHee, OH KUBHYJI, OKJISIBIIKACH, YTO MIPUAET PaHOo.

«He BomHy#TECH, Munenu. S 06s13aTeIbHO MPUAY 3a TOOOM, UTO OB HY CIIYYHIIOCHh 3aBTpa. ITO OymeT
[ONIT0€ MyTeLIeCTBHE, TOITOMY, TOXKAIYHCTa, OTHOXHUTEY.

JlexaH ynmoxun JesiIuc Ha KpOBaTh ¥ HATSHYN ofesino ao meu. OH BeJen e CliaTh, HO OHA He MOTTIa
YCHYTh U3-3a 0€CITOKOMCTBA U CMOTpEJIa Ha HEro CHoBa ¥ CHoBa. OH CcKasall, YTo MOMUIEeT C Hel,
II09TOMY OHa YyBCTBOBasia cebsi CIIOKOMHOM, HO, KOTIa OHa cobupasiach YUTH OfHA, B OyIIe OHa 04eHb
CUIbHO OeCIoKouIack 0 OyOyieM, HO cTapajach HTHOPUPOBAThH CBOE 6ecroKoMcTBO. Eciu oH He
npugéT, OymeT TpymHee, YeM KOTfa s AyMaia, 9YTO YHOY OgHa.

«3aBTpa ThI HONMKEH TPUATH».

«41 mpuny 3a To6OM IIOpaHbIIe».

Bosnbiias namods JlexaHa IPUKPHIIA 3e/IeHEIe TIa3a Jaelauc. Temno ero Tea, pacTeKaromasics 1mo
3aTeMHEHHOMY 3PEHHUI0, IPHUIaBaa i OulyIleHne CTAaOUIbHOCTH. DOeIIINC YCHYIIA,
yIOBIIETBOPEHHAS €T0 OTBETOM, YTO OH 3abepeT e€ 3aBTpa.

kkckekk

Opennuc B IOCNIeNHUM pa3 MPoOBepPsiia, YTo B3sATh ¢ co0oi. OHa gyMarna, HafleTh JIu YOOOHYIO OfexXay



Inpu mobere unu ogexnay C MHOXKECTBOM YKanIeHPIfI, KOTOPYIO HYy2KHO ITIOMEHATHL Ha OEeHbI'H.

«Ax, 10oHas rocrozxka!»

YcnmliaB roaoc CIIY2KaHKH C YJIMIIBI, OHa CIIPATAalla CBoM Oarax Ioj KPOBATERIO. Ona coenarna BUf, 4TO
BBIIIMBAET, U IIOIIPOCHUIIA CIIY2KAHKY BOUTH, Ta OTKDPGHEIJIa OBEPE U TOPOIIJIUBO BOexKara.

«Certuyac He BpeMs BhIKMBaTh! [Ipuino coobimenue, uto Ero BenuyecTBo efet 3a Bamu!»

"qro?!"

JIumo pennuc mobenesno. [Ipoiina Bcero HefeNs C TOTO MOMEHTa Kak S yCIIblllana, YTO CTaHy
VimmepaTpuiiei. [lo oThe3ma BO JBOPEI] 0CTABAIOCh e1lé TPU THS.

”

“KcraTu, ViMmepaTop mprefieT 3a MHOM CEeTOfHS, Koraa s cobupasack yoexaTs ¢ Jlexanom!..

Opennuc GLICTPO IPUBENa B MOPSAAOK CBoM MbIcTi. OHa 3HAJA, YTO, ECIIM OHA IIPOJOJIKUT 0OBUHSATD
WMmepaTopa ¥ CI0XKHUBIIYIOCS CUTYallMI0, PACCTOSTHUE MEXIY HUM COKPATUThCS, a CUTyallus He
YITYYILIUTCS.

“Torma 4to ¢ JlexanoMm? { HaKOHeI BCTPeTUIa ero CIyCTs JOaroe BpeMs!'

Spennuc, KOTopas pelusia CerogHs XKOaTh 00 MONIyOHs, 3a0eCIOKouIach, HO el Hao ObII0 6eKaTh,
Ipexne 4eM e€ yBe3yT B UMIIepaTOPCKuit gBopet. [TockombKy JIexaH He 3a0BIT €€, OHa MOIIBITANaCh
yTemuTh ce0si, CKa3aB, YTO OHM CMOT'YT BCTPETUTHLCSI CHOBA. Banmeke yxe MOKa3alKucCh JIOMIAH.
Omenuc MOMmbITaNach BEIUTH U3 KOMHATH C CYMKOU ¢ YOOOHOHM OfeKoi, KOTOPYIO0 OHA CIpsiTalia Iof
KPOBAThIO PSIOOM CO CITy2KAHKOM, el OBIIO He BaXKHO YOUBUIIACh CIyKaHKa UK HeT. OOHAKO eé 0Tell
OTKPBIIT ABEPD PAHbIIIE, YeM OHa.

«Ax, oTer».

«3Jtenp, Ero BemuyecTBo cKopo npubyneT, mo3ToMy Tebe HyKHO NMPSIMO ceidac BEIUTH KO BXOLY».

E€ orel cxBaTu J@eIKC 3a 3amnsiCThe U YBULET CYMKY B €€ pyKe.

«Tel X0Tena HecTu 3T0 neper Ero BenuuecTBoM? BeiHECH U II0JI0XKY B IIOBO3KY».

CnyxaHka Oblla BO3MYylleHa, HO He3aMEeTHO BEIIIOJHIIIA [IPUKa3, ¥ OIeJUIMC BHE3AHO JIUIINIIACh
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOTO €10 Oaraxa. [To6er B oquHOYKy 6e3 Bcero Obls1 OBl MOJ00eH caMOoyOuiicTBy. B KoHIlE
KOHIIOB, OHa CHajach U [0CjiefoBaja 3a OTI[OM BHU3 II0 JIECTHUIIE, BCTajla lepefi BXOTHOM IBEPEIO,
yTOOH! IIONIPUBETCTBOBATh MiMIepaTopa. JOesuInicC MBUIKO MBICJIEHHO TT03Bajla JlexaHa 110 UMEeHHU.



«JlexaH, JlexaH... [Toxxanyrcra! Buepa TH CKa3aJ, YTO He OII0O37aemib!»

Ho, Bompeku e€ xKeJjlaHuo, K oMy IpUOINKaNIoCh OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO JIolIafel 1 skunaxen. U
KapeTa, KoTopas Obljla yKpallleHa JIy4llle IPYTUX, exaja BIepefyd BCeX. YBUIEB MyKUnHY,
CIIEIIMBIIETOCS C JOIIaAy, OHa He MOTJjla II0BEPHUTh CBOUM I'jla3aM. B crelike 4enoBeK MUPOKUMU
IIaramMu MpuOIU3UIICS U BCTal mepen Hel... OH ObIT TEM YEeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 OHA Tak [OJT0
BHICMaTpUBaa.

«JlexaH!»

[TpoGopMoTana daenuc, OHa MOYTH caanack. Ho oH mpuién, kak u oberasnt. B0 Tak IPUSTHO
OOHSITH €T0 3a IIeI0 U YTKHYTHCS JIUIIOM B €T0 TPYOb, a KpenKue PykKu JlexaHa 0OHSIIM DOEsIKC.

«ITpuBetctBylo Bamie MMnepaTopckoe BennyecTBo».

OHa y3Haa, 4YTO UMIepaTop NPUOBUT TOIBKO IIOCIe TOTO, KaK YCIIbIIIAaa JXeCTKUM I0JI0C CBOETO
oTiia, Mapku3a bpumnna. OHa 60s1ach TOTO, YTO cheflaeT MiMrepaTop, YBUOEB CBOIO HEBECTY,
o0HMMaIoIIyI0 Apyroro Myx4uny. OH 6ymeT 3071 3a IoMpaHue rOpPOOCTH UMIIEPaTOPCKOM CEMBH.
Yro6sl 3amuTUTE Jlexana oT MMnepatopa, 3Oesiiuc MOCIEeNTHO TOIKHY ero U CTajl UCKaTh
HmnepaTtopa. M3HauanbHO e¥ 66110 CyKaeHo OBITh 3ape3aHHoi u youToit UMnepaTtopoM, Ho JlexaH
He oXKeH ObUT MOTUOHYTh. DEIUC YBUAENa, YTO €€ 0Tell NOKIOHuUICs. [IpubriBLINe 03Ke PHIlapu
TaKXe MIPEKJIOHUIIN KOJIeH! ¥ CKJIOHUJIU T'OJIOBHl, KaK OBl IPUBETCTBYS I'OCIIONKHA.

«Most xKeHa, dmennuc. f mpuiies, 4ToOk CoepXkaTh CBoe obelanue. B OymymieM s 6yay 3aluinaTh
TeOI».

Cka3zar JlexaH c ynbIOKOW Ha uile, He 0eCIoKosICh 00 OKpyKaloluX, HO OHa Oblia B
3aMeIlraTenbCcTBe. YemoBek BIepenu, 04eBUIHO, OblT JIexaH, KOTOPHIM UCKAJl €€ IPOILUION HOYbI0. ITO
ObLT JIexaH C PBIXKMMH BOJIOCAMH ¥ 30JI0THIMHU T'JIa3aMHu, C JIUIIOM, KOTOPOe OHa IIOMHWUIIA C HeTCTBa.

«Her, OBITH HE MOXKET. [laxKe eclii YeJI0BeK mepeo MHOH - JlexaH, JIexaH He MOXKeT OBITh
HWMnepatopom».

Kak ato npuHATH? OHa HUKaK He MOTJjla IIPUHATh PealbHOCTE.

«... ¢l mpocTo cuporry».

«IIpomry, roBOpu».

JlexaH SIpPKO YIBIOHYJICS U OOHSII €€.

«TrI, HaBepHOE... Tel - UMmepaTop?»



«BepHo, Mos dpemnnuc. 4 Mory Ha3wBaTh TeOS ITENb?»

«3JTO He Tak BaxHO cerndac! Te HacTosmmu Ummneparop?»

Jlexaun p06KO PpacCCMedJICad U KUBHYII. ['naps Ha cBexkee ynbl6a10meec;{ nuio JlexaHa, OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, KaK eeé KPOBE CTHIHET.

«He Mory 1oBepuTs, 3TO HEJEIO...

JlexaH BepHYyJics yepes 7 neT. CTaB TUPAHOM, KOTOPHIY YORET MeHS B OyOyIIEM.
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