4 mnoxo mMOMHIO, Kak HpOH.IéJI obeq. A coBceM He pa3jiin4dajia BKycCa. ITocne yXxoma KuHa KOMHaTa Ois
HOB06pa‘-IHbIX I[IOKa3aJlaCb MHE Ol"pOMHOfI. b PaCTepsaHHO CeJia Ha KPOBATh M IIOCMOTpPEJIa B IIOTOJIOK.

«OnouH MecsII...»

[Touemy s cKa3aia Mecsin? ¢ B CIellKe Ha3Baja UMEHHO TaKoW Cpok. He Hemero, a MecsIl. MoxeT s
X04y OBITh PsAmoM ¢ KuHOM, HO IPUTBOPSIOCH, YTO 3TO He TakK? My gymalo, 4TO OH BOSHEHABUIUT
MeHs yepe3 MecsI? f1 3amaBaja cebe BOMPOC, MOYEMY s ajla eMy TaKyl OTCPOYKY, HO OTBETa He
OBLIO.

— W 470 MHe fenaTh C MOeU CBEKPOBbIO? — CKa3ajla S U BO3[0XHYJIa.

Yac Ha3ap 51 ybexkaja co CBOETo IEPBOT0 YaemuTHs ¢ MaMoil KiHa 1 faxe IakKaja Kak gypa u3-3a
TOTO, YTO HUYETO He 3Hal0. ¢ ¢ caMoro Hayajla He IyMaJjia, YTO MeHs OyOyT JII00UTh, HO MEICIIH O TOM,
YTO CIIeAYIOIINHN Mecsl] MeHst OyieT HeHaBUIEeTh CBEKPOBb, KOTOpPAsi CKa3alla, YTo s el HPaBJIICh,
BBEI3BIBAJIA Y MEHS T'OJIOBHYIO OOJIb.

«4 He OOJI2KHA TaK IIePeXNBATH».

[To MoeMy OTHITY, KaXK[Iblif pa3 Korfma y MeHs 6ojieia rojioBa, CJIOBHO MEHS yIapUIu KaMHEM II0
3aTHUIKY, TIOCTIe 9TOTO MEHS PBaJIo KPOBBIO. §1 TaKXKe YyBCTBOBAJIAa OHEMEHMe WU IIyJIbCALIUIO,
CIIOBHO KPOBb He IIMPKYIXPOBasa 1o BCeMy Tey.

«Ecmu MeHsT 37meCh BRIPBET KPOBBIO, JaXKe B ClTydae MaJIeHIIero mogqo3peHus, MHE CPa3y 2Ke BHI30BYT
Bpaya».

W Torma oH y3HaeT, 4TO y MeHs 3a 6071e3Hb. M0O€e TT030pHOE IIPOIIIIOe ITPECIeNyeT MEHS TIOBCIOAY U
CJIOBHO OYIIHUT. Bo3MOXKHO, 51 BEIOpasia MecsIl, KeJjlast CKPHITh CBoe mpoiioe. YToOw PaCKPHITh €To,
MHE HYKHO MOPAJIbHO MOATOTOBUTHCS. OOHA TOIBKO MBICTIE O TOM, YTOOBI pacCKa3aTh KCTOPUIO MOETO
HeCcYacCThbsl, 3aCTaBUJIa MeHs 3aJ0XHYThCs. 4 Obla 06MaHyTa ClTagKUMU CII0BAaMH IIPO TO, YTO 3TO
CEKpeT TOJIbKO MeXAy HaMU [IByMs, II09TOMY C PafioCThI0 TPHHKUMAJa JIeKapCTBO, faxe He 3Has, 4TO
ato. Hy, unu s muna ero, Kak cyMacIiefuasi, I0TOMY 4YTO XOTeJla, YTOOb MEeHs IPU3HAIKN B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB.

...IToaTOMy 5 MOMI2KHA CKa3aTh My BCE — UTO M CKOJIBKO 5 yIoTpeOisina. d momxkHa Ovlta eMy
CKa3aTh BCE.

Ecmnu 6bl s MorJ1a 136aBUTHCS OT IIPOLIIOTO, 51 Obl TaK U coenana. Ho s He Mory.

¢ pa3oyapoBaHHO B3[OXHYJa. Y MeHs 3aboiena 4enocTh. f faxke He 3Hala, YTO TaK KPETKO
CTHCHYya 3y0Hl, T0OKa He B3J0XHYyJa. Tak CUIbHO, YTO aXK YeIIoCTh 3aboena.

q OIIyCTHIIa I'OJIOBY. PaCTepHHHO randa Ha CTEHY, 4 HEBOJIBHO ITPOM3HECIIa UM, KOTOPOE€ Ha3Ball



Kus.

— Ounu bnsmep.

B pa3MepeHHO omnafawIen T'PyOgu CJIIOBHO IIOOHSAJIACE BOJIHA.

910 uMs OymeT BHITPaBUPOBAHO Ha MOeM HaArpoOuu, Koraa g yMpy. My HeT, BO3SMOXKHO, 51 Oymy
II0OXOpOHEeHa B 6e3RIMSIHHOM MOTHJIE HEM3BECTHO Tr'e. f paccnabuiack, CJIOBHO yXKe yMepsa, U TUXO0
IIPOU3HECTIA ero UMS:

— KuH.

Ecnu yepes Mecs1l 1 ckaxy Tebe, 4TO yMUpalo, TH Pa303IUIILCI Ha MeHd? M3-3a TOro, 4To 5 He
cka3asa Tebe paHble. Mmu 6ymens mpe3upaTh 3a TO, YTO 5 Tpady TBOE BpeMs Ha Beld, KOTOPHIE
MaJIOBEPOSITHHI?

[ToaToMmy s TeGe u cka3asna 3To. Pa3Bemguch co MHoi. f...4 Ke cka3asna Tebe.

Y MeHst cHOBa pa300enach roj0Ba U3-3a Ype3MepHOTo YyBCTBa BUHEL. HO He HAaCTOJIbKO, YTOOH MeHS
pBaJio KPOBBIO. f CKOPYMIICH, KaK MaJIeHbKUY 3BEPEK, IIPAUYILIANCST CHAPYXKHU.

ITpocTH, 4TO He paccka3asa Tebe, yTo s ymupao. Ho s He Xx04y roBOpuTh Tebe 9T0. IIoTOMY YTO 3TO
JKECTOKO 1 OOJILHO.

«...Het. [loTOMY 4TO g Tpycuxa».

4 mo cux mop 6010Ch CBOETO IIPOILIOT0, TO3TOMY TPYCJIUBO TPSICYCh. BepHo. { Tpycuxa.

Ho s...Toxe Tebs mobIio.

BHyTpu MeHst OypJIUIN MPOTHBOPEYHUBEIE YYBCTBA. IMOLMK TO CTAHOBUIMCH CUIbHEE, TO 3aTyXasu. 5
IIBITAIaCh BO3HEeHaBuIeTh K1Ha 3a To, 4TO OH 3allluilall MeHs, CJIOBHO I HU B YeM He BUHOBATA, a
3aTeM s 00BUHsIA ce0s B TOM, UTO HEHABUXKY €TO0.

Ha camoM [fiernie Bce 3TH IPOTUBOPEYHBLIE UYBCTBA OBUIM JIOXKHBIMU. ] X0Tella cKa3aTh TOIBKO OHO.
Ho oHO 6BIJI0O HACTOIBKO MYYUTEILHEIM, YTO OCTa/IbHbIE SMOIMY BHIIIIA HAPYXKY, YTOOBI CKPHITh 3TO
YyBCTBO.

4 XoTena cKaszaTh BCETO JIUIIL OOHO CIIO0BO.

«IIpocTtu».



[IpocT MeH$ 3a TPYCOCTh.

[ToXOpOHUB CBOX 3MOLMH, I MaJIOAYIIHO U3BUHSIACH B OTCYTCTBUE YeJI0OBeKa, KOTOPOMY HOJIKHA
Oblyia cKa3aTh 9TU CJI0Ba. 3aKpPHIB I'/1a3a, S BCIIOMHUIIA CBOIO TI00MMYI0 Ghpa3y U3 KHUTH, B CTPAHUIIEL
KOTOPOM g 3aBepHYyJia KocMeHu, 4ToOb TogapuTh Kuny.

«W KUIM OHU JOIT0 U CYACTIUBO»,

kxkckokk

¢ He IOMHIO, KaK HaCTynula Houb. [IoyxkuHamna v s? KuH Kasaucs TakuM ke, Kak 00bI9YHO — T10
KpaliHel Mepe, KaK BUuepa U CEeromHs.

He ycnena 51 omOMHHUTBCS, KaK yX&Ke CTOs/a Iepen KuHoMm B HOUHOU copouyke. OH cupesn TaM Xe, Tae
¥ BYepa, CHOBa OKa3aBIUIMCh B KPOBATHU pPaHblle MeHs. Tpemnemuryias cBeda TaMHCTBEHHEIM 06pa3oM
ocBeliayia nuno KuHa.

Buepa, 1o KpaliHei Mepe, Moe JUI0 OBIJIO IIPUKPHITO Byasbio. Korma s mOMBITanach MOOOUTH K HEMY B
OIHOM HOYHOM COPOYKE C OTKPHITHIM JIUIIOM, MHE 3TO [aJI0Ch HEJIerkKo, IOTOMY YTO S IIOKpacHea.

«Y MeHs HeT coBecTd. Ceiiuac He BpeMs KpaCHeTh», — yIIpeKaa s ce0s, HO Moe TeJio OblI0
CJTUIIIKOM YECTHEIM.

Korpga st u3-3a 9T0r0 3penuilia 3akoyiebasack ¥ He CMOTIJla 3aiTH BHYTPb, KUH CIIPOCUTT MEHSI.

— ITouemy THI He 3axopuib? TH He coOMpaelbcs CcraTh? — MATKO yIeI0asach, OH CIIPOBOIIMPOBAI
MeHS. — A, CerogHs Be4epoM Thl XOUEeIllb TOUTPaTh B MPATKU? UTo ObI 9TO HU OBIIO, S BCETIa paj
TOMY, YTO MO X€eHa X04eT IIOUIrpaTh CO MHOU. BOT rmoyemy s MOATOTOBUJI CBOU €XKETOOHBINA OTIIYCK...

Korpa on yYXe CO6I/IpaHC${ BCTATb CO CBOETO MeCTa, s TUXO0 BCKPUKHYJIA 6bICTp0 IIOAoIIia K HeMYy.
3aTeM g KPEIIKO IpKuXKaJjia K ero0 JINIY IIOOYIIKY, YTOORI IMPEKPATUTH 3TOT IIOTOK 6pe11a.

4 ceituac ympy OT cMyIIeHus, y Tebst BUOUMO COBCEM CThia HeT? A? UEPT, g He X0Tejla MIPUUUHSATh
Tebe 00JIb, a Tenepb YMPY OT paccTpoiicTBa. K Tomy xe...

Io aroro g Oruta ganeko oT KuHa, 1 OH jexan Ha 00Ky, II03TOMY 51 He MOTJla YBULETh, HO... 3a4eM OH
paccTersyJsl BCe IIyrOBUIIBI?



XoTs B KOMHATE ropejia BCero OfHa CBeYa, HO ST BCE XOPOIIO BHesa. Y HEro ObII0 XOPOIIIOo
HaKaYaHHOE TeJI0 — MYCKYJIBl ¥ HU €IUHOI0 IPpaMMa KUpa, IIHPOKas TPyOb U IIJIeUr U KOXKa
BHITJISIAENIa YIPYrou. £ BCE 9TO YETKO BUAETA.

«K-KTO Tebe cka3asl LeIbli Mecdal] COOIa3HITh MEeHI?»

OT cMyIIeHus CUJIBI TOKUHYJIU PYKY, OepKaBIInyio MOomymKy. [TomyImika ynana 1, yIapuBIIKCh 00
npecc Kuna, orckouusna. OH mocMoTper, Kyfa OBl HalpaBieH MOM B3I, U YNIBIOHYICS. YEpT,
3aro3pa’o S MOMbITalack CIIPABUTHCS C BEIpaXKeHUEM CBOEro Jirlla, Ho KuH yxke npubnu3umics Ko
MHe.

— OTO BCE TBOE, XKEHYIIKA. X04Yellb IPUKOCHYTHCS KO MHE?

— T-T®I ¢ yMa coméen?

[Toxoxe, 4TO OH COBCEM HeNaBHO IIPUHSJ BaHHY — €r0 CBeXKHUi 3arax, KOTOPBIM KacaJiCsa MOero Hoca,
TOXkKe Bo30yKaasn MeHs. Korpa 51, UCIyraBIIKiCh, He IPUKOCHYIAch K HeMY, K1H IIOKHYT ¥ I'PYCTHO
IIOCMOTPEI Ha MeHS.

— Ti1, 1 130 BCeX CHUJI CTapajICsa XOPOIIO BRITNISANETh IIEPEN CBOEH XKEHOM, a OHA Jaxe He X0YeT
IIOTPOraTh MeHs, JyMalo, YTo s 3ab6oelo.

3aboneems? [Jymato, uTo y KuHa 60yie3Hb, IPU KOTOPOU KaXKAbIM pa3, KOr[a OH OTKPHIBAET POT, U3
HET0 BHIJIETAET YYlllh. B MPOTUBHOM ciy4yae, OH Obl He HEC TIOCTOSTHHO Opef.

— 4 pacctpoeH. Kak s MOTy cTaTh MyKeM, KOTOPOT0 JIIOOUT XKeHa?

— ...HpOCTO 3aCTEeTHUCH KdK ClieJyeT.

— Mse gyurHo. Tsl He MOXKeIlb OBITH CO MHOM ITOMATYE?

OymHo? Torga moyeMy BYepa TH TaK He chean? JTo ke cBOOOIHAs ofexk/a, Kak Tebe MoXKeT OBITh B
Heu OyIIHO?

— Tsl ¥ oguH Tak cnuinb? CoMHEBaioChk. To, 4TO Te0e AYIITHO BCETo JIUIIb OIpPaBIaHue.

— Tol IpaBa, 51 0OBIYHO He PaCcCTeruBalo MyTOBUIIL Teper CHOM. f crmio roseiM. Tora MHe BCE
CHSTB?

KuH Hayasn paccTeruBaTh MyTOBUIIH, CJIOBHO U IIPaBia COOMPAICS BCE CHATH. f Impuxasa ero pyky
TIOOYIIKOM, TOIyMaB, YTO TAKUMU TEMIIAMH S €r0 YBUXKY B UeM MaTh poauia. Kaxercs, s 3afesna ero



TPYyOb U IIPECC, KOrfa 3To feaia.

— Kaxk 310 MOro craTe TBOEM NPUBLIYKOM, KOTa Thl MHOI'O JIET IIPOCJIY2KUJI B apMuu?!

— 4 penini, 9TO0 C CeTOOHAITHET O THSA GYI[GT Tak. B mo6om CJlIy4dae, CKOPO THI K 3TOMY IIPDHUBBEIKHEIIIE.

4 monoxwuna nomymky o6paTHo Ha nuiio Kuna. IToTOK ero riynocTel mpekpaTtuics. TeM BpeMeHeM,
TSK€eJI0 [bIIIa, 5 bITaJach MIPURTYU B ce0s. YeCTHO TOBOPS, 9TO OBIIO CHIIBHBIM YAAPOM [JIS MEHS,
IIOTOMY 4YTO g He 0XKHK[asia, 4YTO OH BOCIIOIb3yeTCs TPUEMaMu 000JIbIIEeHHU .

Kusn, nexa nog nonymKoﬁ, 3agall MHE BOIIPOC. Ero romoc 3By4aJl HEMHOT'O CIaBJIEHHO.

— Torga MHe He pa3fgeBaThCa?

— Her.

— Torga y MeHst HeT BhIOOpa, KpoMe KaK XOOUTh BOT TaK, — MPOOYOHUIT TOJI0C Yepe3 MOAYIIKY .

¢ MBICTIEHHO B3[IOXHYJIa ¥ I'pybo yOpasa Moaymky. A 3aTeM Jierjia, IOBePHYBIIKUCEH CIUHOM K Kuny. 4
nofyMaJia, YTO Y MeHs rojioBa 3a00JIUT CUJIbHEe, eCIU 5 IPOJOJIKY pa30upaThCsa C ITUM

<<PaCCTé1"HYTI:>I IIYT'OBUIBI UJIX HET — TI'JIaBHOE, 4YTO 51 3TOI'0 HE BHUXKY>.

C3apu pasgancs pa3gpaxaromuil cMex Kuna. A 3aTeM s ycrnbllana, Kak OH 3afyBaeT cBeuy. MeHs
OKyTaJl CIagKuil apomar. {1 momeiTanach yCIOKOUTEL CBOE IIOKpaCcHEBIIIEe JIUI0, HO 0€3yCIeNIHO.
3aTeM MeHs IOTSHYNIM Ha3ald, ¥ g yOapuiach rojI0Bo# 000 YTO-TO, BEPOSITHO, 3TO Oblna rpyab KuHa.

— DJUnn.

OH JTacKOBO TI03BajI MEHS 10 UMEHU U MMPUXKAJICSI I'y0aMu K 3aJHel JacTu men. Y MeHs mobexanu
MYpAaIIKH 10 KOXKe, ¥ 5 3aKphlsla T1a3a. 3atreM KuH Kpenko oO0HsmT MeHst. OH C3Kajl CBOU CUJIbHBIE
PyKH, 4TOOH 51 He cOexkasia, a TOTOM OCTAHOBUJIICS, U s YCJIBIIIANIa HU3KUM T'0JI0C 1mo3aau cebs.

— TbI X0Tea TOWTH Ha Be4epuHKY. CKOPO yCTPauBalOT MacKapaj, IIoUIEM BMeCTE?

A? OH crpocum MeHS | IIOLEeNIOBaa B BUCOK.

«BeueprHKa...»

— Ecnu TH HageHeIb MaCKy, HUKTO HE€ Y3Ha€eT, 4YTO 3TO THI. A TH IIPOCTO IIOBECEJINIIIBCA BMECTE CO



MHOU. OTO He 00513aTeNIbHO, HO HHOTTIa JIIOOY HafleBaloT MacKu. [1oaToMy, ecinu Mel 00a OyzgeM B
MacKaX, HUKTO He 00paTUT BHUMAHUS, 1 MBI CMOXKEM ITOBECEITUTLCS APYT C APYTrOM, — IIPOIIenTal
MHe KuH Ha yX0, CJIOBHO pacCKa3bIBajl CEKPET. A TOTOM OH XUXUKHYII, T0XKaB Inedyamu. — Ecnu Tebe
3TO He HPaBUTCS, Ml MOXKEeM pa3BIedbCsa U 30ECh.

KuH neiCTBUTEIBLHO IIBITAJICS COepPKaTh Bce 00eIaHusi, KOTOPBIE OH [al MHe. Y MeHs 3a4ecaliuch
masblbl. MHE TaKXKe [T0KA3aJIoCh, YTO Y MEHS 3a4ecasics XXKMBOT. Y MeHs Bce TeJo yerreTcs?.. K
COXKaJIeHUIO, 5 XOPOIIIo 3Haja MPUYUHY 3TOH IIEKOTKH.

BoT KakK0BO 3TO — OLITE JIIOOUMEIM.

MHe 3TO He HPaBUJIOCh U HPABUJIOCH OJHOBPEMEHHO.

— He nomnpéms?

Copocun Kus emé pa3, moToMy 4TO 5 HE OTBedasla. B Moel rojoBe MOSABUIaCh KAPTUHKA BEUEPUHKH,
KOTOPYIO 5 OOHAXK/BI IIpUAyMasa. Mbl ¢ HUM BMeCTe HaXO[IUMCS B TOJIIIe B OTPOMHOM OaIbHOM 3alle,
CBepKaroIlero orHaMu. ITo OyaeT Becenno. ITo OyOeT 4epTOBCKU Becerio.

KoHeuHo, st coOupaiach CKa3aTh <HET».

«0, g xe Mory Ha Oany cBectu KuHa ¢ Ipyro#l XKeHIIUHON?»

Kto-T0, KTO OyHeT He KakK 51 — 3[[0pOBasi, 3HAOIIasl 9TUKET U HAMHOI0 JTy4ille MeHs. iHTepecHo,
CMOTY JIH 51 9TO caesnath? Kun npupgéeT B ce0s1, Korja YBUOUT OOLIYHBIX JTIOfIeH, a He MeHs.

Be‘-IepI/IHKI/I — 9TO MECTO BCTpPEY, U Pa3 3TO 6an-MaCKapaJ1, TO 9TO JIOJIZKHO OBITH MECTO, Kylod MHOTHUe
JIIOOU IIPUXOOAT B O2KUJAaHUN TalHOU BCTpeYHn.

— Her, moiigém.
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