OH cka3aj, 4To O0ymeT MeHs OXpaHsATh. Kopoaun Peliny melCTBUTENBHO MbITAIacCh YOUTh MEHS, ¥ He
HCK/II0YEHO, YTO MeHsI CHOBA IIOIBITAIOTCS yOPaTh C IOPOTH.

PaHblne 51 HOpMaJIbHO XKUJa, 3aTaUBILINCh, CJIOBHO MepPTBas, HO, TaK KakK g Il0Ka3aJiach Ha 0any
CErofiHs, 1 He 3Hal0, YTO Npou3oiifeT. HeT HUKaKo# rapaHTUH, YTO APYTHe HaTOXKHUIE OyIyT
0TIM4aThCa 0T K9pouH.

Yro Xk, g Oblyia ObI pajia IMETh TAKOT'0 CUJIBHOT'O OXPaHHMKA, KaK OH, HO S AyMalo, YTO PUCK CJIUIIKOM
BeJIUK. MeHs1 HEMHOTO OECIIOKOUT MBIC/Ih O TOM, UTOOBI OCTaBaThCsl HaeUHE C MYyKUMHOM B
OTHAJIEHHOM 3aMKe.

Ox, 9TO XKe MHe fenaTs? [laH unau mpomar.

— 4 mory ocTaThCs 3[eCh?

MoxeT ObITh, OH 3aMETHUJI MOM BHYTPEHHUHN KOH(IUKT. B MrHOBeHUE OKa Iepeio MHOM IIOSIBUTICS
Map, npucTanbHO T4 Ha MeHs KpacHBIMY, KaK AparoleHHbBle KaMHH, TJIa3aMu.

Korpa g pe(l)neKTopHo IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HeT0, TO OT BOJTHEHHA CTaJla 3dMKaThCA.

— Ila, HO s BCe ellle He N0BepsI0 TeOe MOTHOCTHI0. YeCTHO TOBOPS, MBI ITOUTH He BCTPedasllCh
paHbllle, U, €CJIM TH XOUellh 0CTAThCS 37eCh, TeOe IPUAETCS CIyIIaThCs MeHS, HO TH Jaxe He CIyTa.
Cyns mo uMeHU, Thl apUCTOKpAT U3 OPYroi cTpaHhl. Pa3Be Tebe He OyoeT HEMPUSATHO CITyIIAThCS
IIPUKAa30B NOC/IeqHed HajloXHULE? Taxk...

4 mpopomxkarna KomebaTbcs, a Map, KOTOPBIY CIIyIIal MEeHST MOJIYa, BOPYT UCYe3 U3 MOET0 OIS
3penus. Kyma on merncs? YaouBneHHas, s IIMPOKO pacliaXHyJsia rja3a, ¥ He yCliella OMMOMHUTHCS, KaK
Map, cTosmuit Ha KOJIEHSX, IOCMOTPEST Ha MEeHS ¥ CIIOKOMHO CKa3ai:

— 4 O6yny crmymatbest Tebs.

— 9-3, ax?

— 4 Oyny HUCIIONMHATHL BCe TBOM ITPUKA3Hl. Torma Mbl CMOXKEM KUTh BMECTe?

OX, OH IeHCTBUTEILHO KPACHB, KOrma yiaei0aeTcs. HacTONMbKO, 4TO g TEPSIo map pedyu. Map BRITISIUT
TakK, CJIOBHO €T0 COTBOPUJI TeHUaIbHEIN CKYNbITOP. Bojiee Toro, ero ¢hantacTudyeckue cepedpucTrie
BOJIOCHI ¥ KpaCHHIE T'J1a3a KPacuBO CBEPKAIOT, COYETASICh C 9TOM HEXKHOM yNbIOKoM. YX OBII0
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh MEHS COTJIACUTHCS.

Ecnu Tel Oypels MeHs CIyIaThcs, To g 0yny B nopspke. KpoMe Toro, oH 61arogeTesb, KOTOPBIN CIlac
MHE XU3Hb.



Omna paccyxpmaeT caMa ¢ CoO0H.

"Hukorga, HUKOTIa He BIIOOJISHCS B 3TO KpacuBoe iuIo!"

Ha camom penie Map cniac MeH$SI OT CMePTH, U TIOTOMY 4TO OblT yMeH. OH cMor 06MaHyTh Kaponus u
3aMaHUTh ee B ee xKe JIOBYIIKY. OH MOXKeT OBITh I107Ie3eH BO MHOTUX OTHOIIEHUAX. Torga passe OH He
OymeT upeanbHBIM OXpaHHUKOM? Kpome TOro, MHE He HYyKHO IIJIATUTh €My, TaK YTO 3TO HE CTOUT MHe
HUKakux neHer! KonedHO, ero BHEITHOCTh HEMHOT'O BIUSET Ha MEHs, HO...

qa CTJIOTHYJIa KOMOK B I'OpJI€ M CIIPOCHIIQ, YTOORI YOOCTOBEPUTHLCA:

— Tol TOyHO OymelIb MEHS CITyIIAThCS?

Map HeCKOJIbKO pa3 OTYET/IMBO KUBHYII. f IPOTSIHYIa IPaByI0 PYKY OJIS TOATBEPKOEeHUI. Map
3aKaTuJ Tla3a, CJIOBHO CIIpallInBasi, YTo S Aealo.

— Pyky!

OTOo MoX0Ke Ha APECCUPOBKY coOaK, HO 51 MOKHA OBITH YBEpPeHa, UTO OH JeHCTBUTENIbHO OymeT
TIOCIyIIHEIM. Ha KOH II0CTaBIeHa MOSI XKHU3Hb.

TonbpKO He TOBOPHU MHE, UTO Tebe CTHIIHO 3TO [efaTh. d CMOTpesa Ha Hero C mogo3penueM. [lotom
Map mosoKun pyKy MHe Ha JafiOHb.

Tak muo!

Map mocMOTpes Ha MeHS SIPKO CHUSIOUUMHE T7Ia3aMy, ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT y MEHS YyThb He IIOIIIa KPOBb
M3 HOCA. 3aTeM 5 C IIUPOKOY YIHIOKOM IOTJIafuIa ero mo rojIoBe.

— Monogeir.

Map c HeImpoHUIIaeMBIM JIUI[OM TJISeN Ha MOIO PYKY, KOTOPOM s IIOXJIOMbIBajia ero rojosy. He
II0X02Ke, YTO OH ObIT HecuacTeH. KaxkeTcsi, Telepb OH MOM OXPaHHUK.

— C 3TOT0 MOMEHTA THI MOXKEIIIb OCTABAThCS B IIOKOSIX /1T TOCTeH. BHU3Y eCTh HECKOJIbKO KOMHAT,
TaK 4YTO THl MOXKeEIIb BEIOPaTh 00yI0. f Kaxkmoe yTpo paboTaio B ropoae AX0J, TaK YTO ThI IOIKEH
IIPOCHYTHCS K 9TOMY BpeMeHu. YTO XK, YBHAUMCS YTPOM?

4 cHoBa moTtakato cebe, IIpOBOOA pYKOI7I II0 ero ImIEeJIKOBHUCTEIM BOJIOCAM.

OH BrIIIE U KPyIIHee MEeHs1, HO BUI KPDAaCUBOT'O0 MY2KYHWHEI, COTHYBIIIETO I1epeno MHOH KOJIEHH X MOJT4a



BHUMAKIIEro MHe, 3aCTaBUJI MEHSA HEOCO3HAHHO OTHOCUTLECA K HEMY, KaK K MHUJIOMY LIE€HKY.

Map 3axsomnarn ria3aMu. ETo AnuHHBIE PECHULBI 3aTPEIeTand OT MOEro IPUKOCHOBEHHUS. 3aTeM S
YIOBJIETBOPEHHO OTOCJIAaJIa €ro, HAKOHEeI-TO CMUPUBIINCE C TEM, YTO Telleph Y MeHs €CTh OXPaHHUK,
KOTOPBIY TTIOMOXKET MHE B IOBCETHEBHOU XKU3HU.

4 OBICTPO CcHsia OanbHOE TJIaThe, MOCTHPAJia ero U C TOPHOCTHIO JIeTyIa CHaTh.

Jlexa B IIOCTeNH, 1 CHOBa Haydala IIPOKPYYHUBATH B I'OJIOBE COOBITHS CerogHANIIHero nH4qd.

MeHnst neliCTBUTENbHO IOMIAONIIN.

OTHBIHE MEHST HUKTO He YBUOUT, U A 6y'JIy KHUTDb CIIOKOMHO!

CnanbHs MMmepaTopa He TOIbKO OblIa MPOCTOPHOM, HO U CHSIJIA, KaK OParoleHHbIH KaMeHb.
Myx4rHa ¢ cepeOpsSHEIMU BOJIOCAMHU, CUIEBIINN B 30JI0TOM Kpecie, CHsII Byasib. M3yMmpynHo-
3eJIeHble TJ1a3a, IPATaBIIMeCs 3a TKaHbl0, PaCIaxHYINUCh.

— JTob6poro BaM 3mpaBusi, Baire BenuuecTso.

C BeX/IMBBIMU MTPUBETCTBUSIMU MYKUKMHA C 3€JIEHBIMHU T'Jla3aMU ITOBEPHYJICS K MYXKYUHE C TPKUMU
cepeOpHCTHIMU BOJIOCAMY ¥ KPAaCHBIMHU T'Jla3aMHU, KOTOPHIY MOSIBUIICS B CIIajibHe 0€3 eIMHOI0 3BYKa,
CJIOBHO TE€Hb.

— Tr1 30ecw?

On TOPOIIJIMBO BCTAJI ¥ BE2KJIMBO ITIOKJIOHUJICS.

MyxKurHa, KOTOPHIY HETIPUHYKAEHHO CUJIEeNl Ha 30JI0TOM TPOHE, C BLICOKO IIOOHSTOM T'0JI0BO#M, OB
OIET B IIPOCTYI0 YepHYI0 GOpMy, He COOTBETCTBYIOIIYI0 POCKOILIN KOMHATEL. TeM He MeHee, OHa
nog4yepKuBaja TOHKUE cepeOPHUCTEE BOJIOCH U SIPKHeE KpacHHIE I'la3a.

B koHIle KOHII0B, KTO Takou UMmmepaTop?

Ecnu Obl KTO-HUOYIH ORI 3M€eCh, OH OB OBl YOUBIIEH, YBUIEB CepeOpsIHOBOIOCOTO MYKUKUHY, OJE€TOT0
B IIPUYYIJIUBLIE OEeK OB, CKIIOHUBIIETOCS TIEPEeM APYTUM MYKUYKUHOM B TpocTol ¢opme. ITo-
BUOUMOMY, YeJI0BEeKa, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO YTO HOCHII Byasib Ha JIMIle, Ha3kiBaau borom BoiHE,
KpoBaBbiM MIMIIepaTopoM, KOTOPHIM 3aHUMAET CaMbIi BLICOKHUH ITOCT B CTPAHe.



— YTo XK, MOU OPYT.

— Ox, na, Bame BennuectBo. MHe Xasb. S OB 3aHAT HEOXKUTAHHEIM COOBITHEM, KOTOPOE
MIPOX30IIIJIO CEeTOIHS.

C mycThIM BhIpaXkeHHEeM Ha IIPeKpacHOM JIUIle YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO paHbIlle Ha3kiBalu MMepaTopow,
BEJIMKOMYIIHO U3BUHUJICS U MOJIOKUII PYKY Ha 7100. 3aTE€M OH CTSHYJI C T'OJIOBEI CePeOpPUCTHIN MapUK,
00HaxXuB YepHHBIe BOIOCH. ITocye 3Toro B KOMHaATe 0CTaJICsl TOIbKO OJUH CepeOpsIHOBOJIOCHIN
HmnepaTop. Mapkec, eIMHCTBEHHBIN IIPOBUTENIb UMIIEPUU XapPOH, PaBHOYIIHO ITIOCMOTpPEI Ha
cepeOpsIHBIN TTApUK Ha CTOJIE.

— JoKkmagrIBai.

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

Ixevimu [I>)KeHOBUS, eIMHCTBEHHHIN ciyra MMmeparTopa, 3aKOHYUII OKJIafl, KaK 0OBIYHO, TUXUM
r0JIOCOM, CTOMYECKH IIEPEHOCS CYpOBBIY B3TJan MMmepartopa. [IxkeiiMu pacckasan 000 BCeM, YTO OH
BUZEJI, CIIBIIIA ¥ TOBOPUII CETONHS B KaueCTBe UMIIEpaTopcKoro gybmnepa. [lokmanm 66t
JIAaKOHUYHBIM, HO IIOJIHBIM.

IxevimMu [I>KeHOBUS OBIT OBIBIIMM IIPUHIIEM KOPOJIEBCTBA, KOTOPHIM IIPOUTPAsl BOMHY MPOTUB
uMIIepuu XappoH.

OH oTiIMYasCcs OT OTIPLICKOB APYTUX KOPOJIEBCKUX CEMEH, KOTOPHIE CIIeIINUIIA CAAThCs, KOTaa
KOPOJIeBCTBA ObI/IM Ha T'PaHU KAMUTYISALUY II0CTIe OKKyIauuu. MapKec 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO [KelMHu,
KOTOPHIM IBITAJICS CPaXKaThCA [0 IociiefHero, OyOeT moie3eH, MO3TOMY OH IIPUBETI €T0 Clofia 1
cesnas CBOMM 3alluTHUKOM. Ecniu oH mobneTcs ycnexa u MMnepus XappoH CMOXKeT 00beAUHUTE BECh
KOHTHHEHT, CTpaHa [xkeiMu 00peTeT He3aBUCUMOCTh. TaKOBO ORIIO UX YCIIOBHE.

K cuacTsio, [IxkeiMu OBICTPO YUUTCS.

Mapkec, uMmepatop XappoHa, CMeTaloIINi BCE Ha CBOEM ITyTH Ha Iose 005, KaK OUKUM 3Bepb. XOTS
CIIyX# YTBEPKIAIOT, YTO OH II0X0XK Ha KeCTOKOro bora BoWHEBI, OH He UCIBITHBAET YAOBOJIbCTBUS OT
TOT'0, YTO 06JIafaeT CUJION U BJIACTHIO UMIIEPATOPA.

Xots [IKkeliMu IPsiTa IUI0 3@ Byasibio U HOCUJ CepeOpSHBIN ITapukK, eMy OBIIO pa3pelieHo
TI0JIb30BAThCSI BCEMHU MTPUBUIIETHSIME UMIIepaTopa. KpoMe Toro, OH [0IKeH ObIT UCIIOIHSATh BCE
UMIIePaTOPCKUe 00s3aHHOCTH. HACTOSIINH Ke MMIepaTop moib3yeTcss CBOUMH ITpaBaMU TOIBKO B
TEX CJIy4asX, KOToa OH OTIIPABIISJICS Ha BOWHY, I OUePeqHOT0 KPOBOIIPOIUTHS.

OTo Hemoxas coenka ans [xkeiMu, TpUHIa T00eXKIEHHOM CTPaHHI, II03TOMY OH CITYKHUT
uMIIepaTopy Mapkecy yxe IO4YTH BOCEMb JIeT.



— Ilpunuecca FOpu Cuna unu npuHtecca [lepunianaa, Kak s yxke CKa3aJsl, Iogo3puTeabHa. Korma
OHa TIOfOIIIa KO MHE U MT03[[0pOBajach, S MOYYBCTBOBAN 3anax ACTpHl. Eciu Obl 1 He IPUHST
JeKapCTBa 3apaHee UM ecyu OBl ero 3amax OblI CUIbHEe, s OblT ObI ONypMaHeH UM.

AcTtpa.

HMIMeHHO 3TOT LIBETOK CTaJl IPUYMHONM MHOTOYUCIIEHHEIX XKePTB, Koraa [lepunneny cpaxascs IpOTUB
uMIIepuy XappoH.

depMeHTAIUs JIETIECTKOB ¥ CTe0JIel 9TOro I[BETKA CO3[IaeT 3aBOPaXKUBAIONINH apoMaT. IbGeKT
TIOSIBIISIETCST, KOT/]a apOMaT I[BETKAa CMEIINBAETCS C 3allax0M JKeHCKOTO TeJla, ¥, eCITH KEeHIIUHA
HCTOYAeT apoMaT ACTpHI BONMKU3K OT MyKYHUHEI, OH TePSIeT PACCyIOK U CTAHOBUTCST OIEPIKUMEIM eH.

[TepunnaHa UCIONTb30Ban ACTPY IJIsT BOCIUTAHUS XKEHIIUH-YOUHI], a TTYIBIX COIAT BRIMaHUBAIU U
yOMBaIu MHOXKECTBO pas.

TonbKO ICUXUYECKYU CUIbHEIE JTIOAU MOTYT BHIIEpKaTh 9T0. Takue Kak MapKec, KOTOphIe IIPUBHIKIIU K
3amaxy KpoBH, a He IyXOB.

— Ho ee apomar 6bl1 HAaCTONBKO c1ab, YTO ee Heyb3s OblJI0 0OBUHUTD B U3MeHe. f1 yBepeH, YTO OHa
IIPUTOTOBHUIIA 9TO Oy Baimero BenndecTsa.

— Habmntomait 3a Hell BHUMaTEIbHO. Mup ¢ pa3opeHHOU [lepunnaHgoil MOXKeT OBITh MTHOBEHHO
YHUUTOXKEH, €CNTU IpUHIlecca OyneT Ka3HeHa. Kak TONIBKO MPUHIIECCA BOCIIONIb3YeTCs
BLICOKOOOOTaIeHHOM ACTPOH, 0OBUHU ee B M3MEHe Ha MecTe.

— [la, Bame BenuuectBo, — 3aTeM [I:KeUMU CKJIOHUJI FOJIOBY U NOAyMaJl O Hel, TPUALATh IePBOU
HaJloxKHUIe uin npuHiiecce FOpu Cune u3 [lepunnanma, KoTopas Obljia OCIIETUTEIEHO KPAacuBa.

Kpome TOr0, o0Ha — mpuHIlecca M00eKIeHHOM CTPaHbl, ¥ OH IIOHUMAJI, YTO OHU HAaXOOSTCS B
ITOX0XKUX 00CTOSTENbCTBaX.[lake HECMOTPS Ha TOHKUYM apoMaT ACTPEHI, OHa Bce elre Oblla
OCJIeIIUTeNIbHOM KpacaBUIlel, CIIOCOOHOM IPUBJIEYDb JaxKe MepTBela.

Hemnpeoponumoe BiedYeHne, KOTOPOE, BO3MOXKHO, OBIIO BEI3BAHO Cla0bIM apoMaToM AcTphl. OH
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI CTPAaHHOE, HEIIPUBBEIYHOE OIIYILeHNe, BIIePBLe B JKU3HU BO3HUKILIEe y Hero. Ecnu
MMIIEPaATOP Y3HAEeT O €T0 MBIC/IAX, OH YMPET Ha MeCTe, Tak 4To [[KeiMu cpa3y Ke CKPBII UX.

— [la, kctaty, Bame BenvdecTBo. MHe HYXKHO CKa3aTh BaM ellle KOe-4To.

IxeliMy, KaK BEPHBIN CITyTa, BCIIOMHMII €1Ile OJHY MTOI03PUTENIbHYI0 Belllb, KOTOPYI0 00Hapyxkuil. OH
BCTaJI CO CBOET0 MecTa ¥ OCTaHOBMJI uMIepaTopa Mapkeca, KOTOPHI COOMPaICS UCUE3HYTh, CIIOBHO
TEHb.



Mapxkec 06epHYICs.

— TpupuaTtasa HanoxHula, Jlugusa Ogerta. Mory s COPOCUTH, II0YEMY BH €€ IT03BaJin?

MMIepaTop OCTaBH/ BCE IPUTOTOBIIEHKS K Oay Ha CBOEro mybiepa, HO BUepa OH JTHYHO IPHUTIIACHIT
9Ty HamoxHuIy. OH maXxke OTIIPABUII MPUTJIAIIeHNE C TIeYaThi0 HUMIIEPAaToOpPa, KOTOPOH y HETo He
Onp110. OH HUUYEro He cKas3aj 00 3ToM, U JI:KeHMH CTasIo J0O0IEITHO.

— I/IMnepaTop, — XOJIOOHO OTBETHUIN MapKec. — Hoquy BEI cnpamHBaeTe?

— OT Hee ToXe maxJio ACTpoi. 4 cIpalMBai Ha CIy4aii, eclii OHa paccKasaja BaM 4TO-HUOYIb 00
3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO, TI0X03Ke, YTO y Hee OBIJI OllaCHbIM HapKOTUK B MIMIIepckoM ropope.

[TosoBrMHA M3 9TOTO OBIIO MTPABIOM, OCTaBIIeecs — moragkaMu. OHA — IepBas XeHIIHHa, KOTopast
cyMeJla 3aMHTEPEeCOBaTh UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPOr'0 He BOJTHOBAJIO HUUETO, KPOMEe BOMHEL. ,

JInpust OpeTTa, KOTOpas pKUBETCTBOBAsIa fAybiepa IocliefHel, naxyia ACTpoii cunibHee, yeM FOpu
Cuna. M3-3a 3TOT0 OH OBIT TAK 0YApOBaH €0, YTO IIOYTH CXBaTUII €€.

3ateM Mapkec nogoiern K [I)XelMy, KOTOPBIM TOBOPUJI OCTOPOXKHO. 3eJIeHbIe I'Jla3a BEPHOTO CIIYyTH
OIYCTHUJINCH, KOTTIa OH IIOIBITAJICS IPUTBOPUTHCS CIIOKOMHBIM.
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