— Mesns otnpaBun Benukuu Kopons. Kak TpunnaTs nepBas HajloxXHUIA Bamiero Benuuectsa, 5
CIeJiaio BCe BO3MOXKHOe, UTOOH He 0I030pUTh PepusiaH.

"Vx THI, OHa Takas KjaccHas!"

FOpu Cuna npubrlia B KaueCcTBe BOEHHOIJIEHHOM, HO ee 9TO HUCKOJIBKO He MyTao. XoTs ee
KODOJIEBCTBO yKe ObII0 T00eKIeHO U BKIIIOYEHO B cocTas ViMnepuu, oHa He CTECHSETCS 3TOTO U,
HaNpOTUB, HEMOHCTPUPYET CBOU BOJIEBOU AYX, IPEACTaBIASACh MeparTopy.

"MozxkeT, MHe X0Ts Obl B3ITh aBTOrpad, mpexkae YeM OHa cTaHeT MMmepaTputei?"

BoaMoxkHO, UMniepaTop yxKe BIOOUICS B 9Ty 3JIETAaHTHYIO, BeIMYECTBEHHYIO JEBYIIKY C TIEPBOTO
B3rIsagal

— 4 cnpiman, 4To 9TOT MPa3fgHUK B 4eCcTh TpuyMba MiMepuy, a TakxKe — IPUBETCTBUE TPUHLIECCH
BO mBOpI1ie. Bo3amoxkHO 1H, uTo Ero BenmnuecTBo MPoOSIBIIsIET K HeM KaKOW-TO 0COOBIM HHTEPeC?

— AX, BOT Kak?

4 mocMoTpena Brepen C TH000IEITCTBOM U HeOOJbIIOH 3aBUCThIO, KAK U OPYTrue JIIOOU, OKPYXKaBIIIue
MEHS.

"OtnuuHo. 4 yBepeHa, uTo Mmnepartop Buibepet FOpu Cuny!"

OKOJI0 IATUCOT YeJIoBEK HaXOOUINCh pafoM MMnepaTopoM, B yayuuiuBoM oxupganuu. FOpu CruHa
TIOOIITa K ITpaBoOMYy Iiedy MMmepaTopa ¥ MoIleioBalia ero Tak, Kak pa3pelieHo AeiaTh TOIbKO
HaJIoXKHUIIaM. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO TaK IPUHSTO, 9TO TaKXKe aKT NOBEPHUS, KOTOPHIM OHA eMy
neMoOHCTpupyeT. Ee IoCTyIOK TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO ee cepale 6/113K0 K MmepaTopy, MyXy u
COJIATY, ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMs OHa KJITHETCS eMy B BEDHOCTH.

Kpome Toro, 06RIYHO MMIIEpATPHIA IeJlyeT UMIIepaTopa B j100 B 60jiee HHTUMHOM 1103€, TI03TOMY
noctatoyHo ckopo FOpu Cuna Oynet 1enosats iMnepaTopa B j100, a He B IIJIEYH.

ITocne Toro, Kak oHa 3akoHuuna, FOpu CuHa cpoenana mar Ha3a ¥ 371eTaHTHO BCTala Ha MeCTO.

HmnepaTop Me[IeHHO MMONHS PYKY, TpUBIeKass BHUMaHUe ayAUTOPHUH, KOTopas Obla MoJiHa
3aBUCTH, IPEOBKYIIeHUs U M000nsITCTBa. Bee raganu, kakou 6ymeT ero peakius. FOpu CuHe Toxe
Obl710 MI0O0TIBITHO, ¥ OHA IIepexKuBasa II0 MOBOAY elCcTBUi MMIiepaTopa, HeYBepeHHO TTIIAs Ha
TpuOyHY.

[To mpuka3y MmmepaTopa [XKemnmeTTo, UMIIEPaTOPCKUH ITPEOBOIUTEIb, OBICTPO IOTHSIJICS 110
crynenbkaM. OH nogo1esn 01uxke K IPaBUTENTI0 U MOKJIOHUICS eMy. [Toce Toro kak MmmepaTop 4To-



TO ITPUKa3aJl U3-3a BYyadJlH, [>XenmeTTo MOOOIIeNn K I'OpI/I CuvHe 1 4TO-TO CKa3all.

"0-0-0, 3HAYHUT, OH X04YeT, YTOOH OHa mopomia mobauxke? Yro [Ixkenmerto ckasan KOpu Cune?"

"Ax, KaK nHTEpecHO!"

— Braropapro Bac 3a Ballly MUJIoCTh, Baiie Benudectso.

IIA?II

YousutensHo, HO FOpu CuHa, ycnbllas menoT [[KenmneTTo, BeKJIMBO CKJIOHUIIA I'0JI0BY, I10-
IpeKHEMY COXPaHss CIIOKOMHYI0, KpaCUBYIO YIEIOKY. IIoTOM OHa B3siia IIOMO IJIaThs U
rpalr03HLIMHU IIIaraMy CIYCTHUIaCh C BEICOKOMW IJIaT(HOPMEI.

"9T10 HeBO3MOXKHO! Huuero ocobernHoro He mpousonnio! Kak xe Tak?"

"f momxkHa yoenuthcs, 9yTo MMnepatop HepaBHogyuieH K FOpu Cune. Pa3Be He OHa [OKHA CTaTh
KaHAUOATKOW B IMIepaTpuIlkl BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH! OBITH TPUALIATH TEPBOM HATOXKHUILIEH, TOTOMY YTO
OH BITIOOMJICS C TIEPBOTO B3rIsAAa? OTO MOJKHO IIPOU30UTH Ha CJIEOYIOIINH IeHb, a He ceromgus? f
YTO, 4TO-TO IIepenyTana?"

Bce B3rnsbl yCTPeMUINCh Ha rpauuo3nyio ¢urypy FOpu CuHBI, 4TO IPUBENIO MEHS B
3aMenatenbCTBO. OduiranbHOe IPUBETCTBUE MIMIlepaTopa 3aKaHUYUBAETCS, fjajiee CIelyeT
TaHell IOl 3ByKU OpKecTpa.

nu BAOPYT BCE OCTAaHOBUIIUCE.

HeoxXupgaHHO My3BIKa ITPEKpPATHIach, ¥ JIOU, TaHIIEBaBIIKeE ITapaMy, IIOCMOTPeN# Ha [[XKeMmeTTo,
He ITOHKWMas, YTO IIPOUCXOIHUT. 3aTeM OH BHIIPSIMUJI CIIMHY U TPOMKO IIPOU3HEC:

— EcTp elne Koe-KTo, KTO He IIOMPUBETCTBOBA MMmeparTopa!

Tonma 3amenTanach. Bce nu3BeCTHHIE apUCTOKPATH Y2Ke IPENCTaly Iepel IIpaBUTeIeM, @ BUHOBHUIIA
CeromHsIHero Topxkectsa — HOpu CuHa — Oblyla IocnegHel, KTo OTHAlT JaHb TOYTEeHUS.

Kaxercs, rima3a Bcex IIPUCYTCTBYIOIUX, CIIPalInBalil, KTO K€ 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

91 ToXe C MI0OOIBITCTBOM OTJISIAE/IacCh.

"Kt0 THI? BRIXomm!"



Kak Oynro [I>KemmneTTo He MOT HallTH IOCTIEIHEr0 Yel0oBeKa, OH HECKOIbKO Pa3 OTTISAEeNICS BOKPYT,
mpexne 4eM OBICTPO IIPOUHCTPYKTUPOBATh MOTYHHEHHEIX. HeCKOIBKO PHIIapel, y3HaB ONMMCaHue
IIPOTIABIIETO OT IIBeHIapa Ha BXofe, Hayaiau OeraTh o 3aIly.

4 B mI0Ke cocperoToYnsia CBoe BHUMaHUe Ha 0XKUBJIEHHOU cIieHe. Bce mommio He Tak, Kak HalMCaHO
B POMaHe.

Y BOpyr MeHSI OCEHUIIO.

— INonimemrTe.

II'[_ITO?II

IIBa pHIIIApsI OCTAHOBUIUCH ITePeIo MHOM, ¥ B TO K€ BpeMs FPOMKHUIL royoc [IXKenmneTTo, Kak 1moesy,
9XOM pa3HECcCS II0 BCeMy 3aiy.

— Tpupuatas Hanoxuuna, Jlugus Opetra! [Togouigute u nmonpuBeTcTBYUTE Ero BenuyecTtso!

JIrogu, 3anoMHABIINE OFpOMHbeI 3aJl, yCTaBUJIUCh Ha MEH{, CJIOBHO Ky4YKad U3YMJIEHHBIX CYPHUKATOB.

Y MeHst OTBHCAET YeIOCTh, a I'Ta3a PaCIIMPUIIUC OT YOUBJIEHUS. BEIJI0 BUOHO, YTO PHIKEBOJIOCAS
HaJI0XKHUIIA, TONBITABIIASCS CECTh, CJIOBHO 3aCThIJIa HA MECTE.

Ho camoii moKupoBaHHOM U3 BCEX, OIpeeIeHHo, Obla .

"Ut0, a?!"

4 mouyBCcTBOBasa, KakK Ayllla IIOKKHYJIA TeJo, KOTfia 5, B3MPOTHYB, YKa3asa Ha ce0s mableM.
ViHTepecHO, He OCIIbIILIANIKUCH JI MOU yiuIu? HecMOTps Ha MOM Cepbe3HBIN BOIIPOC, PhIllapyu KUBau C
OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BEIpakKeHueM Juil. TOJIbKO TOTfa 5 MpHulia B cebs, Kak OyATO Ha MeHS IJIECHYJIN
XO0JIOMHOM BOIOMH.

Memns 30BET Mimmeparop.

Ecnm g celidyac 2Ke He BHIIIOJIHIO IIPUKA3, TO MEHA KA3HAT 3d IIOIIBITKY U3MEHEI I/IMnepaTopy! qa
B3BOJIHOBAHHO BCKO4YMJIa C MECTa U HAIIPATJIaCh OT KOJIMYECTBaA B3TJIsAJ0B, HAIIpABJIEHHLIX Ha MEHI.

B36upaThCs Ha BBICOKYIO IIJIAaTGPOPMY HUepes3 Bech 3ajl — BCe PaBHO YTO B30MPATHCS 10 30JI0TOU
nmopoxke. CTosia Takas rpo0oBasi TUIIMHA YTO, €CIU OBl yIana Uria, s cMorjia Obl 9TO YCIBIIATh.
BecuuncrnerHOe KOMUYECTBO JIIOAEN CMOTPUT Ha KaX0e Moe JBUXKEHUE, OT 3TOT0 TSIKeJIO0 OBIIIATh.



"IaBai ycrokouMcs. [laxe eciu MeHS YKyCHUT TUTD, 51 BCe PaBHO CMOTY XKHUThb, eclii Oyay gepzKaTb
rOJI0BYy IIpsaMo!”

4 oTYasHHO IIBITANaCh CIPATATh ApoXKaliue HOru. [I0TOM 5 TOCKOJIb3HYIach ONUH pa3, UAs 110
JIECTHUIIE, ¥ CHOBA IIOYTH CHeJana 3T0, HO, K CHACThIO, 6/1aromony4yHo mobpajach IO Bepxa
U B3[OXHY/a ¢ o6eryeHueM. 51 0CTOPOKHO MOMHSIIA TOIOBY.

MMIiepaTop HEMOIBUKHO CHIeNT Ha OTPOMHOM, CBEPKAIOIEM 30JI0TOM TPOHE.

"[TaBaliTe BHECEM SICHOCTB. 4 ellle He cAeflaja HU4ero IjIoxoro. 4 He coear HUYEro II0X0ro, Tak
YTO HAYETO He Cliyuurcs!"

4 y6exnana cebs IIeBeIUTh HOTAMU U BCTATh Iepef HUM, XOTSI BMECTO 3TOTO MHE XOTEJIOCh
Pa3BEpPHYTHCS U yOEeKaTh.

"BepHo, MIiepaTop mpucian MHe MPUTJIAllleH’e, TaK YTO eMY, JOJIXKHO OBITh, MHTEPECHO, KTO 5".

Haxe nocnenHssa HaloOXKHULA ABIsgeTCs XkeHou! I0pu CuHa 1 peIKeBosIocas HaJlOXKHULA yKe
II03I0POBAIKCh. Ta 4TO XKe s MOTY C 3TUM CHeNnaTh?

Cros mepen MmnepaTopoM, s1 OBICTPO BCIIOMMHAI0, KaK paHbllle 300POBAIMCh PhI2KEBOJI0CAs
HanmoxHulla 1 FOpu Cuna.

Cepe6pICTOBOIOCHH MyKYHHA IIPUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha MEHS CKBO3b HEITPO3PAYHYI0 BYyaJlb.

"®yx, y MEeHS cervac Cepalle BEICKOYUT U3 rpynu!”

— Jlegu OpetTa, moxanyiicTta, OyabTe MOYTUTENbHE K IMITepaTopy, — CypOBO Mpenynpenun
KanuTaH [IKemnmneTTo.

"JlagHo, g moHsMa. TH 3acTaBysellb MEHSI HEPBHUYATh 0€3 BCAKOM MPUYUHEI!"

¢ BHyTpEeHHEe COPOTHYIacCh, IPUTBOPSISICh PABHOAYIIHOM, U HEYBEPEHHBIMY IIaraMu
IBUHYJIACh BIEPE].

— [IpusetcTByio Benukoro UMmneparopa. I — TpunuaTas HanoxHuna, Jlugua Opgerra, Bate
Benuuectso.

XO0Ts 1 HEMHOTO 3aMKaach, S 3aKOHYMIa CBOE IIPUBETCTBHE OOJIZKHBIM 06pa30M. [ToToM,
YXBAaTHUBIIXUCH 3a IIOOOJI IIJIaThd, 4 HAKJIIOHHKIIACh BIIEPE[. qa IIPUKA3BIBAIO cebe COXPAHATDH
XJIagHOKPOBHE, HO TOT (baKT, YTO A HaX0XYChb B TAKOM TECHOM KOHTAKTE C 0683}IM8BH.II/IM OT BOUHEI



WmmepaTopoM, He TaeT MHE MOKOSI.

XOJIOOHBIN IIOT CTPYUIICS II0 MOEU CIIMHE.

"4 cxoxy c yma! IIpocTo cTOs 3m€ech, 1 4yBCTBYIO, YTO MOSI XKU3Hb BOT-BOT 3aKOHYUTCA! Ha
HMnepaTope Byasb, HO 1 YyBCTBYIO, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha MeHs".

¢ He MoTJIa MONHATEH I'7la3 Ha JIUI0 UMIlepaTopa, I0OTOMY YTO YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK ero ropsiuuil B3I
KacaeTcsl MOero uia. Kpemnko 3aKMypHUBIIKCH, 1 GBICTPO MOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY, YTOOH! MTOIIEI0BATh
npaBoe Iie4o MMeparopa, ¥ IOAHeCa TOHKYIO IPOKaIIyl0 PYKY K €ro JIeBOMY IjIedy.

"JlagHO, maBayl TOKOHYUM C 3TUM U yugem!"

Ho moueMy mpou301111o MEHHO Tak? Mou pyKu 3amyTaluck, Korga s cobupaach IoIesioBaTh ero.
Mosi pyKa IPUKOCHYJIaCh K MSTKOM Byasli, BMECTO eT0 KPEIKOTO myieda. { HeMeaJIeHHO MTPUIOXKIIIA
CBOH TYOHI K €T0 ITPAaBOMY IIJIedy ¥ yOpasa ux, moCje 9Yero Mosi pyKa 3alyTanach B €T0 Byad, U3-3a
Yero oHa OMyCTUJIACk.

3aJ1 MoTpy3usICS B TUXUM ILIOK.

“T®I, THI, THI cOILIJIa C yma!"

— Jlegu OpeTtTa?

II>KemnmneTTo, KOTOPBIHA CTOSJI 0331 MEHs, II03BaJl YAUBUTENILHO TUXUM T'OJIOCOM, HO B MOEH T'0JI0OBE
XOPOM Pa3{laBa/IuCh KPUKHU:

"4 yxe meptBa! MeptBa!”

Cnyxu 0 xapakTepe MMnepaTtopa He nofaaTcs onucanuio. OHU pacCIpOCTPaHUIMCh Tak JajleKo U
IINPOKO, YTO, XOTS 51 KHBY B OTHAJIEHHOM yTOJIKe MIMIepaToOpCcKOro ABOPIla, faxe 5 3Hal0 O HUX.

HekoTophle TOBOPUIIH, UTO MIMIepaTop MOJIOM, HO KE€CTOK ¥ 9KCIIEHTPUYEH, TIOTOMY YTO BCIO XKU3Hb
TIPOBeJI Ha moste 6osi. [Jake CMeXOTBOPHO MajeHbKasi OIKUOKA CIIyTH MOXKET MPUBECTH K TOMY, YTO
eMY TYT ke OTPYOST TOJIOBY.

[TosTomy 3a60Ty 06 MmepaTope obecrieurBaeT UCKITIOYUTEIBHO ONUH CIIyTa, KOTOPBIN OB C HUM C
IeTCTBA.



Y s cHsiza Byasib C TaKOT0 KeCcToKoro MmmepaTopa.

4 Tpu roma 6oponach caMa ¢ co6oi, YToOs He 6ECIIOKOUTEL TEPOUHIO, a TeTlePh COOCTBEHHOPYYHO
posoxuia cebe MyTh Ha TUITLOTUHY!

"bor Tak paBHOAYyIIEH KO MHe!"

4 6rIcTpO OGpOCHUIACh Ha TIOJT U CKa3asa:

—4d COBEPLIXUIIA CMepTHBIfI rpex! — HaJeICh, 3TO IIOMOXKET XOTh HEMHOI'O IIPOAJINTE OI0 2KU3Hb. qa
HallpATrJlaCh ¥ 3aHEepBHHUYalla.

TeMm BpeMeHeM Byalib, KOTOpas Oblla aKKypaTHO CIYIIEHa, OMyCTHIAch 10 CaMbIX OpOBEN U
3alenuiach 3a Hoc. 3aTeM g IIOCMOTpesla Ha MMneparopa.

HedpuTtoBbie 3emeHble r1a3a IPUCTANIBHO OTJIAIEeN MEHS.

I'ma3a MmmepaTopa, KOTOPEIe, Kak s AyMasia, OymyT CBUPEIO IMbIIaTh KaX A0 KPOBU, OBITTA YUCTH U
XOJIOOHEI, ¥ Ha YAWBJIEHNE II0KAa3auCh MHE HEXXHBIMU. ¢ He yBUela B HUX JKaXKIbl YOUKCTRA.

XoTs, ecnu OBl 51 BCTPETHIIA €T0 Ha YIIUIlE, TO MIPUHSIIA OBl 3a CIYTy KOTOPBIA MPUHOCUT MHE pas B
MecsI] BCé HeoOX0OuMoe.

[leiiCTBUTEIbHO JIX 3TOT YEJIOBEK — TJIaBHBINM I'ePOY Y2KACHBIX CIIYXOB?

bl 3aMepIia, IMIpoaoJIzKasid CMOTPETE HA HETO.

Ero 3emeHnle r1a3a Bce elne CBEDJIUJIN MEHA, a 3aTeM OH IIOOHAII PYKY, yTOOHI CJTeTKa OTTOJIKHYTE.

— Ax!

"Aaa, s, HOMXKHO OBITH, colta ¢ yma! UTo ke s HaTBOpuna?"

TonbKo TOTHa s BEPHYIACh K PEATIbHOCTH U OBICTPO OTCTYIIHIIA.

B To ke BpeMs g Hayaia AyMaTh O CTpAIIHOM OymyleM, The Mo IIes JIeXKUT Ha TUJIbOTUHE, U
s IPOXKY OT CTpaxa.

WMmepaTop B MTHOBEHHE OKa CHOBa Haflell Byallb.



— Baimre Benu4ecTBo, S corpelnuiia CMEPTHEBIM rpex!

I>KemnmneTTo, KOTOPBIHA BCe 3TO BpeMs ObLI 1T03aaX MeHs, BRITJISIAEN 03afaueHHO, Kak OyATO OH HUYEro
He 3aMeTHuI.

qa 6BICTpO OIIYCTHUJIaCh Ha KOJIEHHW U B3MOJINJIACh OPOZXKAIIHUM I'OJIOCOM.

B sToT MoMeHT MMmepaTop cierka NpuKOCHYJICS KO MHE ¥ OCTaHOBHII.

Kak 6yaTo Imo 1IeT4yKy, s TYT Ke 3aMepiia. 9TO IPOU30IUIO0 TIOTOMY, YTO S UHCTUHKTUBHO MOHSTIA,
YTO MOTY BBIXKUTh, IIOBUHYSCH clioBaM VMiMmepaTtopa, faxe He 3Hasi, YTO OH UMeJI B BULY.

M3-3a 9TOr0 g 0OKa3asach B HeJIEIOH [103€e C IONTYCOTHYTEIMU KOJIEHSIMHY ¥ [TOSCHULIEH.

"Uro mpoucxomut? OH X04eT, YTOOBI eMy IIPSIMO ceryac IpuHecnIu Mey?"

IIKemnmeTTo, KOTOpBIfI OBIJT OYEHb IIPpOHULATEJIEH, ITOJOIIENI K ITPOIIEIITAall MHE CTPOTHM I'OJIOCOM:

— Jlegu OpeTTa, maBaiiTe CIIyCTUMCS.

"Hert, ctapuk! Pa3Be Thl He BUUILb, YTO MEHS BOT-BOT IPUTOBOPAT K CMepTU? Kak Thl MOXKeIllb
IIPUKa3bIBaTh MHE CIIYCTUTHCA?"

OmHako, HECMOTPS HA TO, YTO S YNIBIOHYIack MMmepaTopy Kak CyMacIueiasi, ApOoKalIiMu ry6amy,
OH C JT1000MBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIT:

— Yto c TOOOH?

3aTeM OH IIPpOMIEIITAaNl TaK, CIOBHO PYraeT HUYETO HECBEOYIIETO peﬁeHKa:

— HeBexnuBo BecTu cebd Tax.
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