- [IpocTy, 4TO M3-3a MOEH MONUUHEHHOH Y Te0Os BO3HUKIIU ITPOOIIEMEI.

VHBUS MaccUpOBaJ IJIeYy XMyporo apyra. Jlecnu mponosKall CepOUThCS Ha HeTo 3a IPOU30LIeNIIee.
OH uckoca nocMotper Ha 31bda. TOT HaKJIOHUJICA K ero JIUIY U YIBIOHYyICS. Jlecau B3OOXHY U
OTKHUHYJI €T0 PYKH CO CBOMX IIJIEY.,

- TelI IpoLIaeb MeHsA?

- A 4T0 MHe ocTaeTcs? - HeoBONMbHO IIOKHY OH ¥ OTKMHYJICS HA CIUHKY Kpecina. - Csab.

- Kak nmoxemnaels.

C nykaBbIM 0JIECKOM B T'Jla3ax 3aXUXUKas 371b{ U ces HanpoTuB Hero. OH Kak HU B 4EM HU OBIBAJIO
B351JI B PYKH 4all ¥ CHeJas IJI0TOK, a IIocyie B3TIAHYI Ha Jlecmu.

- Ho nmpusHai, Mmosi ®uoHa COBUHYJIA HAII IJIaH C MEPTBOX TOYKH.

- Y To BepHO. - CHOBa B3[OXHYJI OH ¥ B3TJIIHY/I Ha IPUTUXIINX 37Ib(OB, CTOSIINX T03aA1 KPOHIPUHIIA
Csobopmnou Acconuanuu. - MHe cTOUT o6arogapuTh €€ 3a CONeNCTBUE, U 5 XOTeN Obl y3HATH, -
Jlecnu pa3BepHysicsa nuuoM K @ae, KOTopas CMOTpeJia Ha Hero B 0TBeT. - OTKyna TH 3Haelb CuHapy
u Peapmoena Kmo?

- MbI He3HAKOMEL - ®ae BRIIPSIMUIACH U KOPOTKO OTBeTHa. OHa ImepeBesa B3I Ha KPOHIIPUHIIA,
TOT JIETOHBKO KHMBHYJI, IIOCJIE YeTr0 OHa IIPOJOIXKuUIa. - MOJIoble TOCIIOMa OKa3aIluCh TOHNMAIOIINMHU.
YcnrimaB MO€ 00bsICHEHNE, OHU CaMOJIMYHO BHIIBUHYJIM OTBETHBIM I1JIaH.

- Y Hacnenuuk TyBs ux mommepxan? - Y Jlecnu pa3bosenack romoa. OH yCTaIbIM B3TISOOM
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TOPOToro apyra. - [IpencTaBs cebe, Temeps BCS 3HATH ABOPIIA IIIEIYETCS O TOM, UTO S
O7IM30K C KOHKYPEeHTOM. M 4TO, CKaxKuTe Ha MUJIOCTh, MHE C 9TUM MeJaTh?

- [Togeirpaii um. - HBUSA OCTaBUJI YalIKy Ha O/IIOALe, a II0 ero JIUIy pacTsAHyIach XUIIHas yiIbsoKa. -
HaMm HYyXKHEBI TakKue IEeIIKU. Xy-Xy.

- TonbKO BOT IellIKa MOXKET 0Ka3aThCd (Hep3EéM IPOTUBHUKA. - CYpPOBEIM B3TJIAIOM OKHHYII OH €TO0. -
Hapo TimaTensHO 000 BCEM MTOAyMaTh, IPEeXK/e YeM CHeNlaTh CIIeTyIOIIHi 1Iar.

- Y Hac HeT Ha 9TO BpeMeHHU. - MHBUS HaxMypuJcs. - OTell yKe MOAOLIEN K TpaHullaM KOPOJIEBCTBa CO
CBOMMHU BOMHAaMH.

- Tak ckopo? - OKPyTIUIKCh TNTa3a JIeciu, OH Havasl KycaTh HOTOTh YKa3aTeIbHOTO Malblia. -
CnuimkoMm GBICTPO...



- Ycmoxkoiics. - THBUST CXBATHUJI €T0 3a PYKY, OTOABUTAs OT €ro I'yd HecyacTHHIY manel. - Ceryac oTell
3aHUMAaETCSI TPAHCIOPTUPOBKOM CIIACEHHBIX HOHOB. Y HaC €CTh MaKCUMYM MECSI] Ha BCE.

- Bcé unmu Hudero, ga? - C ropeybio yCMEXHYJICS OH U IIOTEP yCTaBllee JIUIO TafoHb0. - YT06 ux!

- Jlecnu. - TBEpabIM TOHOM 00paTHUIICT K HEMY MHBHS. - {1 Bepi0 CBOUM IMOIUYMHEHHBIM ¥ CYUTAI0, UTO
HaM CTOUT 0OBbEeIMHUTHCS C HACJIEMHUKOM repiiora TyB3 u ero HeBeCTOM, HO, pa3yMeeTcs, MOCIeqHee
CJI0BO 3a TOOOH.

- Xa-a... JlagHo, Tak yX 4 OBITh. - OTMaxHYJICS C YCTaBIIKM BUOM TOT. - He moMu MeHsS
HeIpaBUJIBHO, 51 He II0ABepraio COMHEHUIO CJI0Ba TBOEI0 BOMHA, IIPOCTO... AnpuaH TyB3 - 4eJI0BEK CO
MHO2K€ECTBOM CEKPETOB. MBI MOXeM BHITAIIUTh HE Ty KapTy.

- B TakoM cnydae s cracy Te0s, ¥ MbI COEXKUM B HAIllK 3eMITH. - Jlyye3apHo ynbIOHycs MHBUS, Ha
YTO MOJTYYUJT CMEIIOK OT ApyTa.

- Xopol1i10, MbI PUCKHEM. - JIecu BCTasl, IPUOTKPHLI IBEPh U 00paTUics K ciyre. - OpraHu3yi MHe
BCTpPEeUy C MOJIOABIM rocrioguHoM TyBa.

- Cny1atoch, MO TOCIIOOYH.

Yepes meHb KO [IBOPIY YETBEPTOTrO MIPUHIIA TObEXAIa POCKOIIHAS KapeTa. JIeciau BCTPEeTHII TOCTS
nu4yHO. ToT OB OHeT B JIETKYI0 pyballKy, KOTopas He CMOTJia CKPEITh HAKaYeHHOT'0 TeJI0CTIOKEeHUS,
€Tr0 CBETJIbIe BOJIOCH! ITePETUBAJIUCH ITOM COTHEUHBIMU JTy4aMHU, @ U3YMPYIHbIE TJla3a PafloCTHO
3aropejuch, YBUEB BHIIIEAIIETO0 HAa BCTPeYy MPUHIIA.

- Ox, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, HE CTOHIJIO. - AJIpI/IaH TYB3 ley}KeJ'IIOGHO HpI/I06H${JI €ro 1 JIETOHBKO IIOXJIOIIaJI
10 CIIHHE. - 4 Tak pan Haleu BCTpede. H3-3a HaCYIIHBIX OEJI, MBI BCE HUKAK He MOIJIU BCTPETUTHLCA.

- U s pap Bamemy npue3ny. - CiepKaHHO OTBETUII JIecnu U, KalulIsHYB, YIbIOHYIICS. - [IpoiimémMTe B
MO¥ KaOuHeT.

- KoHeuHO0-KOHEYHO.

CremnaH yneibancs BCio opory fo kabuneta. OH 6onTas 0 He3HAYUTEIBHHIX Belllax, a Jlecau oTBedasnt
KOPOTKO. OHY BOIIIK B IIPOCTOPHYIO KOMHATY, i€ V LIMPOKOT0 Ha BCIO CTEHY OKHAa CTOSITI
IIUCbMEHHHIY CTOJI, a TIOCePeiiHe PACIOIOXKUINCh IBa IBYXMECTHBIX IMBaHa U CTONMUK. CTemaH C
MHTEPeCcoM paccMaTpUBall HHTepbep KabuHeTa IPUHIIA.

"TyT MHOTO KHHUT".

Ero B3rmsan KOCHYJICA KHUXKHBIX ]J.IKaCbOB 1 OCTAHOBHUIJICS Ha IIOOO3PUTEJIbHO-HEPOBHOM COEIMHEHNHN



MeXKOy IIOJIKaMHu. On 6I:>ICTp0 OTBEN B3rJIdO, HE IIPHUBJIEKasd BHUMaHNA.

"TloTatHast KOMHaTa?"

OHM C IPUHIIEM PACCEIUCh OPYT HAMPOTUB Apyra. CTemaH yneIbancs MoKa CIyTHd 3aBapHUBaId UM Yaii,
a Jlecnu He TOPOMHUJICA HayaTh pa3roBop. OHU MPOCUENTH B MOJTYAHUM HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

- Moxerte unru. - Otnyctun cayr Jlecnu, MaxHyB PyKOH.

Kak TonbKO [IBepb 3axJIONHYIack, MU0 CTelaHa OMyCTUIOCh ¥ IIPUHSI0 OecCTPacTHOE BRIPaXKeHUeE.
OH BBIIOXHYJ U pacciabui BOPOTHUK, a IIOCJIe IOTSHYIICS K YalHUKY U Hanui cebe vait. Y Jlecnu
IEpHYIach 6POBH, BUMAS CTOIh Pe3K0Oe U3MEHEHHE B TOBEJIEHUH TOCTS.

- Taxk, - IIPUHII HECIIEeIId Ha4aJl Pa3TrOBOD, CKPECTHUB IIaJIbIBI B 3aMOK U IIOJIO2KUB X Ha KOJIEHH. - s
4Yero BHI 3aTesiId 3TO HpeI[CTaBJ'[eHI/Ie?

- CriepBa, 5 OBl X0TeJ MO6GIarogapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO MOALITPAIu MHE. - PaccMesinics CTenaH, HAMOYMB
ropyo. - Ecru OBl BBl He TIOAAepKaIu MeHs, MOSI pelyTalus KaHymna Obl B JIETY.

- 91 BCé emé B pa3myMbsixX, TOOLITPEIBATH BAM MITU HET. - JIeC/Iu ¢ HeBO3MYTHUMBIM JIUIIOM HaJua cebe
Jaiu.

- O, nounMaio. Bel COMHEBaeTeCh B MOEM UCKPEHHOCTU? - YXMBIIbHYJICS CTelaH, a ero u3yMpyOHbIe
rJjla3a UTPUBO 3aropesuce. - He BojHyUTeCh. B 0TiHume OT Bac, 1 HACTPOEH PELIUTEIBHO.

- [Ipoctute?

Jlecnu CKPUBHUIICS B HEJIOBOJIbCTBE, a 32 CKPHITOM OBEPHIO, COEOUHSIONIEeH IBe KOMHATEI, OT cCMeXa
KOPYWJICS Ha Moy KpoHmpuHI] CBoOomHOM Accorualuu. MHBUS He BUOEN JIWIla CTaporo ApPyra, HO C
JIETKOCTBIO MOT ero ce0e MpefCcTaBUTh, U3-3a Yero ero mpobdpaso Ha CMeX.

- Bame BrICOUECTBO, HaC PacKpoOIOT, €CJIK BBl HE YCIIOKOUTECK. - dae B30XHYJIa, CTOA HEOAJIEKO OT
Hero.

- Xy-Xy-Xy, HO 3T0 Tak cMmeInHo! - Tuxo cmesncsa UuBud. - MHe yxXKe HPaBUTCA 3TOT IapeHs!

- Brl Ha3Banu MeHs TpycoM? - Pa3apaxkeHue pociio B rpynu Jlecnu.

- Pa3ge g TOBOpHUII momo0Hoe? - COCTpOI/IJ'[ HeBUHHOe nullo CTemnaH. - BO3MO0XKHO, BBl OCTIBIIIAIKACE?

- To ecTb, I0-BallleMy, ¥ MEHS CO CIIyXOM IIPo0ieMbl? - CKPUBHUJICS IIPUHI], a ITOCJIe IPO3ByYast JONTHN



BHITIOX.

"Ila uto ¢ HUM?! [ToyueMy OH Tak IleperuHaYuBaeT MOM CJIoBa?", He IOHKMMaAJI npoucxonsuero Crenas
¥ peIlnJI IPOJOIKaTh AepXKaThCd HEBO3SMYTUMO.

Jlecmu OpOCHUII B3TTISA Ha MOTAHHYIO OBepb. OH MpeKpacHO MOXKeT cebe MPeCTaBUThb, UTO cerlyac
IenaeT ero JOPoroi apyr. EMy pacxoTenoch IpogoKaTh 3TOT pa3roBop.

"HexenaTenbHO, YTOOL HAC PACKPHIIH".

XoTb eMy He HpaBuics Agpuas TyB3, OH pPeLInl COCPEeNOTOUYUTHCS Ha TTIaBHOM:

- [lonarato, y Bac eCTh BecKasi IpUYMHA UCKATh BCTPEYHU CO MHOM, C
YeTBEPTHIM IIPUHIIEM KOPOJIEBCTBA U BalllUM COTIEPHUKOM 3a o6yiajaHue KopoHou? [Tomporry
O3BYYUTS €€.

Cremnan ycMmexHyncs. Kak on u mpepnmnonarar, Jlecau Bocton op ®ayn - uépHas joliagka Bcell 3Tou
60pn0BI 3a TPOH. [10 BCTpe4u ¢ HUM OH Pa3fo0nlI HeoOX0auMy0 HHPOpPMaIHio OT CBOUX IIITHOHOB,
a HEeKOTOphIe feTanu pacckasana ®ae. OH yBepeH, YTO C TaKUMHU KO3BIPSIMU CETOTHSIITHNIE
IIePEr0BOPH! 3aBEPIIATCS YCIEXOM.

- YT0 XK, - OH CKOIIMPOBaJ 03y IMPUHIA, CKPECTUB TaJIbIL B 3aMOK. - HAYHEM C TOTO, YTO MEeHS
BCerfa yauBJIsijia Ballla XXUBY4eCTb.

Bbposs Jlecnu gépHynack. EMy He MOHPaBUIIOCH BEICKa3bIBaHUE.

- Bu BI:I6paJ'II/I HEIIJIOXYIO IIO3UIHIO, YTOOHI HE IIPUBJIEKATh BHUMaHHE MO€El CEMbH, KOpOJ’IeBCKOI;I
(1)paKI_II/II/I " KODOJIEBHI. Ecmu OBl BE Ha4asd BECTH dKTUBHYIO 60pb6y, TO JABHO OBl JTUIIHAIIACH TOJIOBEL.

- He sagymeiBaiiTe. 9 IPOCTO HE TaK KPACHOPEYUB, KaK BTOPOU NMPUHIL. - C MpaYHBIM JIULIOM OTBETUI
Jlecnn.

- [lonycTuM, TaK U €CTh.

YHBIGHYJ'ICH eMy CrermaH, 13-3a 4ero ToT B3OPOTHYII. Jlecnu moxka3anoch, 4YTO HU3YyMPYOHEIE T'JIa3a
cobecemHUKa BUOSAT ero HaCKBO3b. CTemaH B 9TO BpeMs paccna6neHHO OTKHHYJICA Ha OWBAH:

- [Ipennonarato, BE y2Ke OCBEIOMJIEHBI O TOM, UTO MHE U MO€# HeBeCTe C MOJIOOLIM rocioguHoM Kio
M3BECTHO, YTO BHI gKIIaeTech ¢ OyaymuM npasuTesieM CBoOOIHOM Accolualium.

Jlecnu TIPUITYPUIICA. OH HEBOJIBHO CXKaJl KyJIaKH IIPKU 3TUX CJIOBaAX. CremaH CaMOJI0BOJIBHO



YXMEBIJIBHYJICA, BUOA IOABUBIIYIOCA HEPBO3HOCTE Y CO6€C6I[HI/IKa.

- OBHO 9TO MOXKET CKMHYTh Bac B pomacTb. Kak Bel 3HaeTe, B JTAHHBIM MOMEHT Y KOPOJIEBCTBA
HaIPsKeHHbIe OTHOIIEHUs co CBoOOmHOM Acconuanuey, a emé HegaBHUe HHIUAEHTH YCyTyOumm
npo0neMy.

- Brl roBOpHTE O PA30PUBIIKXCS Mara3WHax, TOPryoumx pabamu? - Haxmypuics npuHi. - Ber
CUHUTaeTe MeHS MPUYaCTHHIM K 3TOMY?

- 1? Bac? - Paccmescst CtenaH, npucTanbHO Habmonas 3a cobecefHUKOM, a IIOTOM T0XKaJl IleYaMHu.
- Be3 mopmepkKM KOTO-TO U3 IBOPIlA UM aPUCTOKPATa BEICOKOI'O MTOJI0XKEHHUS, TeM pa3boiHuKaM
HUKOTTIa He Y3HaTh K KAKUM BJIMSITENIbHBIM JOMaM MPUHAIeXKaT 9TH MaTa3uHBl U 110 YbeMY
KOIIEJIbKY YOAPUT Kpax CTOJIb IPUOBIIHLHOTO OM3Heca.

- Xa-a, C 3TUM OOBOMOOM £ COrJIallyChb. - Jlecnu c YCTaJIbIM BHOOM BEITIMII BECh Yail B YalllKe, a IoCJie
OTKUHYJICA Ha OWBaH, C Pa3gpaXeHueM CMOTPA Ha I'oCT4. - Hoc OPYTUMU BalllUMH
IIpenIoIozKeHNnAMHU g He COI'JIaCEeH.

- B TakoM cny4ae, 4TO Bl CKaxkeTe Ha clefylolnee? - CTenaH 3aMOJIK, BEKaB HAIPAXKEHHYIO [1ay3y.
Ero rnasa cBepKHYJH, a I'yObl MEIJIEHHO 3allleBeIMINCh, TPAKTUYEeCKH 1emnya. - "XBocT [TaBmuHa".

Jluno Jlecnu noTeMHeno, a BO B3IJIAfle CUHUX I'7Ia3 IPOMeNIbKHY NN yOulcTBeHHEE HCKPHL. OH
CTUCHYJI 3yOBHI.

- OTKyrna BH y3HaMu? - HU3KUM TAKENBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHII OH.

JIvib B3TNISTHYB Ha AgpuaHa, JIecnu morafasncs, 4To TOT 000 BCEM OCBEIOMIIEH U HET CMEICIIA
OTHEKMBATHCS.

- Kak 3HaTh. - C XUIIHBEIM OCKajioM cMOoTpen CTenaH Ha MOMMaHHYIO OJU4b. - CKaXXeM Tak, MHE
IIOMOTJIN.

- YV Bac BenukoienHas UHPOPMaIoOHHAsA CeTh. - C TOpPedblo YCMEXHYJCS TOT. - M? UTo T X04yels?

- O-0, MBI TepexonuM Ha "TH"? - CTellaH CMEHUII 103y U KpaeM I'Jla3a B3rJIgHYJI Ha KHUXKHEIE IIKadbl.
- He mymaelb, 4TO CTOUT IPUTTIACUTH TPETHIO CTOPOHY? Pa3roBop BEIOACTCSA HONTUM, eMy OymeT
Hey[oOHO MOAC/TyIIXBATh HaC Yepe3 CTeHy.

- THI...

- A-xa-xa!



Jlecnu He yCIes DOTOBOPUTH, KaK IBePh KabuHEeTa Pe3K0 pacmaxHyiack. Bomenmmii 3163 TPOMKO
CMeSIJICS, @ er0 I'J1a3a TOPeJId aJlkIM CBETOM:

- He gyman, 4To THI y3Haellb ¥ PO TaWHbIM IIPOXOJ B COCEIHUE TIOKOH!

CrenaH 0CMOTpeJ CBETIIYI0 BHEITHOCTD BOIIEALIEro 3abda U Ha CEeKYHAY OCTAHOBHUJTI B3IJIAM Ha
TEMHOU 37b(puiiKe, cTodmen no3anu. Oae He3aMeTHO KUBHYJIA €MY.

"3HAu4uT, 3TO U €CTh KPOHIPUHIT".

- Ha3oBu cBo€ ums! 4 xouy 3HaTh, KTO crioco0eH noBectu Jlecnu fo 6eoro kameHus. Xa-xa-xa! -
VHBUS OT OyLIN NOTELIANCS Hafl yTPIOMEIM IPYTOM.

- Cte... KxeMm. Agpuan Tyso.

CremnaH 4yTh He IPOU3HEC CBOE HacTodIlee uMs. Pae Ha CEKyH[y ycIesa IepenyraThCs.

- A moé ums MuaBusg. Moxenrs o0palaThCs KO MHe 663 TUTYA. - b B MOYTEHWHM HAKIOHUIT TOPC,
KaK IIPUHSITO B UX CTPaHe.

- B TakoM cny4yae 30BU MeHs AHJpHaH.

- A ero Ha3wiBa¥ 1pocTo Jlecnu. - UHBUSA C YXMBIJIKOU yKa3all Ha HeJOBOJILHOIO IPUHIA. - K yemy
(dhopManbHOCTH MeXAy APY3bIMHU, BepHO, Jlecnu?

- ... Tak yx u OBITh. - B3HOXHYJ TOT ¥ MPOTSHYT TafoHb AOpHaHy. - Hafeoch Ha II0H0TBOPHOE
COTPYIHUYECTBO.

- B3aumHo. - CTenaH moxarsn eMy pyKy.

- OX yX 9TH BalllK CTPaHHLIE 00BIYau. - [lokavan ronoBoi HBuUS.

- [Ing Hadana g BBexy TeOs B Kypc Oena. - [IpourHoprpoBar ero Jlecnu u o0paTuics K Anpuany.
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