Po3anus moBepHYya rojioBy Ha 3BYK. Bolmu 1Boe Myk4YuH U3 ceMbi OPHUKC, 0 KOTOPHIX OHA
TOJIBKO 4YTO Cyblaja. C mepBoro B3TJIsSAa OeBOYKa IMOHSIIa, KTO U3 HuX KprucTuaH, a KTO — repIor
Opuxkc. I'epiior, 0T KOTOPOT'0 BesI0 GJIarOPOIHBIM TOCTOMHCTBOM, M CJIerKa CropOIeHHbIH MyKYnHa
PSIIOM C HUM, ITOKJIOHUJTUCE.

«CailMOH CKa3aJ, YTO OH HWHTPOBEPT, U, IIOX0XKE, 3TO IIPaBOad».

BhII0 yOUBUTENHHO TO3HAKOMUTLCS C JIIOIbMHU, O KOTOPHIX OHA CJIBIIIaja KaXKabli IeHb, TUYHO.
Pozanust BHUMaTeNbHEE TPUCMOTPENIACH K HUM U BCTPETUIIACH B3TJISIAOM C POOKUM Ha BU[I
KpucTtuanoMm. B 3TOT MOMEHT y Heé 10 KoxXe mobekanyu MypallKy.

«4qT10o?»

Iaxe korpa rioy00KOM HOYBI0 OHa BCTPETUJIACH IJIa3aMU C XOPOIIO CAe/laHHOM IapHUPHOU
KYKJIO#, y He€ He ObIIO TaKUX Mypalllek, KakK ceiyac.

— YT0-TO HE Tak?

— Her, nipocTo HEMHOTO...

Teprior BaneHcus, 3aMeTUB CTPAHHOCTb, IPUTSHYI K cebe Po3anuio.

— Huyero, — Po3anus moTépiia pyKy ¥ IT0OKayaja rOJI0BOM.

Teprior BaneHcus HeXKHO MOTIaANII JE€BOYKY 110 TOJIOBE, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTH €€.

— JIromu, KOTOPHIM O04YeHb CII0XKHO COGPaThCS B ONHOM MECTe, HAKOHEI-TO COOpPaIKCh BMECTE,
BEPHO? — CKa3aJl HMIIePATop, JOOPOMYIIHO YIE0asICh, CIIOBHO INYTHII, HO B €r0 CJIOBax
YyBCTBOBAJIACH KOJIKOCTb.

— Cniacu60, 4TO OpraHu30Baiy HaM BcTpeuy. ['eprior Banercus usberan MeHs, I03TOMY MHe He
HUYEro He 0CTaBaJIoCh, KpoMe Kak Ipocuth Ero BenuuecTso.

— H36eran. Kak cTpaHHO 3BY4YHUT. 4 TOIBKO ITOMHIO, KaK IIPOUTHOPUPOBa cobayuii naii. Bel Korga-
HUOYIb CBSI3BIBAIMChH CO MHOM? — CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUII TepIioT BaneHcusi, Korga 3arOBOPUII TepIiorT
OpuKC, CII0OBHO TOJIBKO 3TOT0 U XKOal.

C camoro Hauasa 3T0 Obllla cepbEe3Hast BOWHA HEPBOB.

— XBaruT. Bac Ob1710 TPyAHO cO6paTh BMECTE, eCITU TaK MPOMOJIKUTCS, TO Hallla BCTpeda
OKOHYHTCSI CCOPOY, — OCTAHOBHJI UX UMIIEPATOp, ¥ 00a repiiora 3aMoTdalH.



— JaBaiiTe nepeuneM K feiny. Y Bcex ecTh gena. ['epuor OpukC yTBepXKaaeT, 4YTO 3Ta JeBOUKaA,
KOTOPYIO YOO4YepuJ repuor BaneHcus, U3 UX CEMbU. ITO Tak?

— [la, yBUIeB €€ NUYHO, 1 YOeOuncs B 9TOM. JTO ONlpefie/iIeHHO f04Yb Kpuctuana u Po3amnuH,
Koppenus. Cracu60, 4To m03a00TUINCE O MOEH TIJIEMSIHHUIlE, TepIlior BaneHcus, — mobmarogapun
repuor OpuKC, BO3MOKHO, YTOOBI CIIPOBOLIMPOBATH repiiora BameHcuo.

— CTom, XBaTUT, — OCTAHOBUJI UX HMIIEPATOD, IIpexKae 94eM OHM CHOBA Ha4daJll CCOPUTHLCA.

On BRITJTIAOE]I YCTABIIUM.

— T'epnor OpHuKC, THI CKa3aJl, YTO X0Yelllb HAalTH CBOIO MJIEMSHHUILY, KOTOPYIO YBE3 TepIoT
Banencusi, BepHo?

— Ila, mOCTaTOYHO MOCMOTPETh HA HUX, YTOOHI IIOHSTH, UTO 3TO OTeIl ¥ No4yb. KpoMme TOrO, y
Po3zanun ObtH TOMyOBIE TT1a3a, KaK V¥ 3TOT0 pebEHKa.

— OHU IIOX0KM BHEIIIHE, HO 3TO He SIBJISIETCSI BECKHUM J0KA3aTeIbCTBO.

Poszanusa IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha TUXO0I'0 KpI/ICTI/IaHa " KOCHYJIaChb CBOMX BOJIOC.

«Mgn1 moxoxku? J[lazke He 3HAIO».

OHa He CMOTpesiach B 3epKajio KaXObli NeHb, T03ToMY Oblyla cOuTa ¢ TONKy. KpoMe TOro, B KHUTE,
KOTOPYIO yuTana Po3anus, BHEITHOCTh KprucTHaHa He ONMCHIBanach, U HATHE He YIIOMUHAJIOCh, YTO
Kopmenust Ha Hero moxoxa. Bce 111710 B ApyroM HampaBJIeHUH OT CIOKeTa, KOTOPHEIY OHA BHUENa.

— Ecnu ona mous Po3anul, To, cKopee Bcero, obmagaeT 60:keCTBEHHOM cuiioi. HyKHO BbI3BaTh
[Tamy, 94TOGHI OKA3aTh 3TO, — UMIIEPATOP MPOH3UJ P0O3auio B3TJIANO0M, HOKA3EIBas, YTO HOCUT
KOPOHY He [IJIs1 KPaCOTHI.

3Hasl, 4TO BCe 3TO OBLJIO HAIPacHO, OHa HabJofana, Kak ganeko 3alyT 3TU B3POCIIHIE.
Heoxumanao nMmeHHO OPUKC OTBEPT IPEOIOKEeHNEe UMIepaTopa.

— Mzt mpocunu HauTy He CBaTyio. K ToMy ke, Po3anun Gblyla YyHUKAIBHBIM CTydyaeM 00peTeHust
602kKeCTBEHHOM CHUJIBI, TI03TOMY BHI30B [1armbl MOXKeET He OBITH OTBETOM.

[Tocne 3TOro IPOJOMKUIOCH OYepeqHOe IPOTUBOCTOSIHUE B3POCIBIX. Po3anus BCIIOMHUIA KHUTY,
KOTOPYIO OHa yuTasa. TaM Owlsio HanucaHo, uTo Kopaenus Oblla moxoxa Ha Po3anuH, moatomy
3axoTesia OTIpaBuThCS K OpukcaM. ECTECTBEHHO €€ MPUHSIU B CeEMb0. UTO MOT CHeiaTh repIor
Banencus, ecnu Cearas Kopmenusi cama 3axoTesa CTaTh 4acThbio foMa OpukcoB? Tak 4To, eCiu Okl
BCe IIIJI0 B COOTBETCTBUY C OPUTHHAIBHON KHUTOM, CaM 3TOT CIIOP OBIJT ObI M3NMUIIHUM.



KpI/ICTI/IaH u Pozamnusa mom4a HaﬁHIOJIaHI/I 3a ux HepenaHKoﬂ — ecu OBl CJI0Ba MOTJIN PAHUTE,
repooru OBl YXKe UCTeKaJIl KPOBLIO. He 611110 IIpeyBejIndeHrneM, 94TO OT 3TOIr'0 3aBHCeJIa UX XKU3Hb, HO
9TH JIIOOW OTHOCHUJIUCH K HUM KakK K d)OHy Korma YK€ Ha4daJlo Ka3aThbCd, 4YTO I3TOT YTOMI/ITGHBHBII;I
CIIOPp HUKOI'Ma HE 3aKOHYUTCA, I10 3aJly 3XOM PAa3HECCHA rojioc Poszanuu:

— Hoquy TBI HE CIIPDAIINBAEIIb MOET0 MHEHUST?

IleBouKa CMOTpena He Ha repiora Banencuto unu OprKca, a IpsiMo Ha uMnepartopa. CaliMoH,
MOMEHTaJIbHO M0o6JIefHeB, KOCHYJICS J10a, I0OUyBCTBOBAB T'OJIOBHYIO OOJIb.

«4 CTONIBKO pa3 TOBOPHUII € BeCTH cebsi IOYTUTeNbHO nepen Ero BennuecTBOM, HO OHa BCE PABHO
3TO CHesana».

3atem Pozanus IIPpOOOJIZKHUJIIa, IIPUBJIEKAAd BCceoOllee BHUMAHUE.

— ¢ He X04y K 9TUM cefbIM AsAneHbKaM. OHU C OII03[MaHUEM 3agBUJIACH, IPUTBOPSIOTCS MOel
CeMbel U TOBOPSAT, YTO BOH TOT MyKYKMHa — MOM OTell, la KTO BooO1ie 3aX04eT ¢ HUMU UATH? MHe
XOPOIIIO C OIAeHbKOM, KOTOPHIMA ceryac PSAIOM CO MHOM, — C 9TUMU ClioBaMu Po3anus cxBaTuna
repuora BaneHcuto 3a ooy ¥ MOTSHY/Ia ero K cebe. — ITO MOsI CeMbsI, MOSI XKU3Hb, pPa3Be 5 cama He
IOJIKHA BCE pelnaTh?

Brino gBe mpuumHEL, 10 KOTOPHEIM Po3anus Bepuia, 4TO CKOPO BEpHETCA B 3aMOK Banencus. Bo-
IIepPBHIX, OHA [iyMaJsia, 4To replor BaneHcus omubcs, cKa3aB, YTO €€ r1a3a Takue Xke, Kak y Po3asnuH.
[ToaToMy meBOYKa CUMTana, YTO HUKTO U He YIOMSHET UX CXOACTBO. Bo-BTOpHIX, cama Po3anus He
cobupasnack exaTh B reprorcrso Opukc. OHa OTYETIMBO MOMHUIA, KaK OpUKCH OPOCHIIM €€, CIOBHO
sIeprila HeHyKHbIM XBOCT, KOT'TIa €€ IIOXUTUIM BMeCTO HacTosie CBITOM.

«4 9TO, TOX0Ka Ha CyMaCUIeAIIyio?!»

X0oTst 9TO MOTrJyIa OBITH IIPOCTO UCTOPHUS U3 KHUTH, 1 MHOT'0€ M3 IIPOU3O0IIEINEero He COBIAao C
ctoxeroM. Ho, HecMOTps Ha To, uTo Po3anus He 3Halla, e celvyac U 4TO AellaeT HacTosmas CesaTasd,
¢daxT ocraBancsa ¢pakToM: caMa OHa He Onizia CBsTOM. [I03TOMY OHa Npennoysa Okl OCTaThCS B
Banencuu, Bemb exaTh B OpuKC OBIII0O PaBHOCUIIBHO CaMOYOUMCTBY.

«[To KpaitHell Mepe OsimeHbKa noobelnan He yOuBaTh MeHs. KTo UX 3HaeT, 3TUX HEIPUSATHHIX
CEeTI0BOJIOCHIX».

Po3anus Hamesnach, YTO €€ CI0Ba I0JI0XKaT KOHEI] IPOTUBOCTOSIHUIO MeX Iy Banencuen u
Opukcom. Ho peanbsHOCTh OTAMYAIACH OT TOTO, YTO OHA ceGe ImpeCcTaBIIsIa.

— Jlaxe ecliy 3TO IUTS TakK TOBOPHUT, 3TO HE HAeT IpefCcTaBlIeHue 0 TOM, KakK C Heil o6paliancs
repuor Banerncusi. Ciblian, 4To, KOT/Ia OH 3a0past IeBOYKy, TOHavaly e€ HUKTO He BUJIETl, YBEPEH,
YTO T'ePIOT IIPOMBIT MO3TH 9TOMY MaJIeHbKOMY PeGEHKY.



«4TO0 3a YylIb OH HECET?»

['masa Pozanuu MIMPOKO PACKPHIIUCH OT CJIOB repiiora OpUKCHI.

— HOCMOTpI/ITe, KaKad OHa MaJIeHbKad U XyOeHbKas, a en BeIb BOCEME JIET.

— Her! [IsmeHbKa KO MHE XOPOIIO OTHOCUJICA. ITO HE ero BMHA, UYTO S TaK BBHITJIAXKY, HECMOTPS Ha
BCE ChefleHHOe! — pe3Ko Bo3pas3usia Po3anus, He B Cujax IOBEPUTH B 3TY HEJIENyI0 CUTYalHIo.

Opnaxko repuor OpHKC CyX0 IIOCMOTPeIT Ha Heé, a 3aTeM 00PaTUJICS K UMIIepaTopy:

— Cripllan, 9To Mos IIeMsiHHUIIa Oblla Cepb€3HO paHeHa, Korfa Oblyia B 3aMKe Banencuu. Kpome
TOTO, UM IIPUIIOCH BEI3BaTh IEPBOCBSALIEHHUKA, IOTOMY YTO OHA YyTh He yMepia. Y MeHs TOXe eCThb
PeOEHOK, KOTOPOTO S BOCIIMTHIBAIO BOT YK€ OECSATh JIeT, HO Y HaCc HUKOTHa He OBIJI0O TaKOTo
Cepbre3HOr0 HeCYaCTHOTO cily4as. Pa3Be 3TO He JOKa3aTeIbCTBO TOTO, UTO HEXXKEHAaThIl TepLoT
Banencusi He UMeeT IpaBa PacTUTh PeOEHKA?

— JlyMaro, 4TO CTOUT U30JIUPOBATh Cerndac AeBOYKY, IIOTOMY YTO Jaxke 3[ecCh repuor BaneHncus
IIPOOOIKAEeT BIUATH Ha Hee.

— KaxeTcs, y MeHsI KCIIOPTHIICS C/IyX, TIOKa S BCE 3TO CIyImaa. ITO celdac YyeloBedecKas peyb
OLLIa WIX Kak?

AtMmocdepa cHOBa Hayasla HaKansaThCs. ViMIepaTop B3MOXHYI, TOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO BCE BEPHYIIOCH K
TOMY, C UeT0 OHU HayaJld, OCTAHOBUJI UX U CKa3asl:

— Jla, s yBUeN e€ U1, TIOSTOMY el He HY2KHO OCcTaBaThCs 37eck. UTak, Kopmenus...

— ¥ Pozanus.

— ...Tebs mydiile orpafuTh, IIOKA MBI HE 3aKOHYHUM.

MmMnepaTop MPUTBOPUJICS, YTO He CNBILIUT Po3anuio.

— JIameHbKa.

— Bcé B mopsake. 1 HUKOTIa He MPOUTPHIBAIL.



Xorts repior Banencus ycrnokousn Po3anuio, kKak 00BIYHO, caM OH OblJT 00€CTIOKOEH, ITIOTOMY 4TO
3aMeTHJI, YTO UMIIePaTop CKIOHSAICS Ha CTOPOHY OpUKCa, XOTS IPUTBOPSJICS, YTO COXPaHSeT
HEUTpaJIuTeT.

«OH 1 ceryac mpuciymancsd K cnoBaM Opukca. XoTs g He X049y 9TOT0 geflaTh, HO MHe IPUAETCS
IIOMTH y HUX Ha ITOBOOY».

l'epuor BaneHncus 3Ham, 4TO, €CIM celyac OHM OCTAHYTCS BMECTe, Jelly 3TO He IIOMOXKeT. ITO
IOKa3bIBaJId TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aHHBIE CII0Ba. Po3anus BHICIYIaia 9T0, 3aKyCUB HUKHIOW I'y0y, el
HUAYEro He 0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK IOCIeN0BaTh 3a CIIyrou u3 3aa.

«MHe [elCTBUTENBHO IPUAETCS OTIIPaBUTHCA K OpukcaM? HeT, moBepiochk eMy. B mpouineiii pa3 0H
BEPHYJICS C 106enomn».

Korpa Po3anmust Haxomuiaach B 3ajie, OHA AyMala: «JTO HUKOTMIa He 3aKOHYHUTCS», HO KaK TOJIbKO
OHa BBIIIIA, i cTanmo 6e3yMHO UHTEPECHO, 0 YeM OHM OyOyT rOBOPUTH 03 Hee.

IleBOYKa III7Ia B COIIPOBOKIEHUH CIIYTH, TOTPY3UBLIKCH B CBOM MEBICITH. BOpyT 4TO-TO
ITPOMEJNTbKHYIIO Tiepef eé rina3amu. [109yBCTBOBAB 03HO0, OHA OCTAHOBUIIACH U TIOBEPHYIa romoBy. Ha
nonty yiexkan 6oint. Eciu 661 Po3anus miia Ha mar OsICTpee, TO OH OBl TIOTasI el B I'OJIOBY, U OHa OB
MTHOBEHHO yMepIia.

— C BaMU BCE B TOpsApaKe?

WcmyraHHBIN CIIyTa MOCIIEIIHO IIPOBEPHII cocTosiHUE Po3anmu. OHa cobupanach CKa3aTh, YTO BCE B
TIOPsiOKe, KaK BOPYT YCIIkIIIAja Baalieke roj0c He3HaKOMOT0 MalbYuKa.

— Ecnu OB 9Ta meBouYKa Obl/Ia MUIIIEHBIO, Pa3Be 9TO He 3HAYHT, YTO GOJIT IOMasI MPSMO B IEJIh?

WHCTHHKT el TofcKa3biBajl, YTO YeJIOBEK, CKa3aBIIHM 3TO, UyTh He paHuI e€. Pozanus
IIOBEPHYJIaCh, YTOOLI IOCMOTPETE B TUI0 OECCTHIHUKY .

«...JJKynuaH?»

970 OB He OH. Y ManbunKa, KOTOPLIM LIET B €€ CTOPOHY, ObINIK TaKue 3Ke 30JI0TUCThIEe BOJIOCH, HO
nuno OBUIO COBCeM APYruM. Bunumo, oH OBUT BBICOKOCTATYCHBIM apUCTOKPATOM, Tak Kak BCE CIIyTU
npeknoHunu Konenu. Ho He Posanus.

— C Hell Bcé B nopsapke. Ecyu 65l 51 1omast el B TOJIOBY, OHa Obl HE CMOTJIa CTOSITh HEIIOJBUXKHO.

— Ho BC€ paBHO BBl 4yTh He COUIIM I'OCTS UMIIEPATOPCKOI ceMbH, BepHO? IIpocTo 6yabTe HEMHOTO
BHUMAaTeJIbHEE. ..



— DTO He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHusI, IIOTOMY 4YTO MOSA XKHN3Hb BaXXKHeEe, 4eM eeé.

OH ToBOPHJI, KAK THIIUYHBIN STOIEHTPUYHEIN PeOEHOK U3 3HATHOM ceMbu. Po3anwus, KoTopas
noHayasny Oblyia cOuTa C TOJIKY, TOCTEIIEHHO YCIIOKOMIIACh U IIPOIequIa:

— Tl IelCTBUTENBHO HE YMeeIlb CTPEJIATE.

— Yro? HacKOIBKO XK€ THl XOPOIIO CTPeJIsellb, YTO MOXKeIb II03BOJIUTL ce0e Tak CO MHOU
pasroBapuBaTh?

— [layi MHe 3TO OpyXKHUe.

PrIlIaph MBITAJICS €T0 OCTAHOBUTD, HO PAa3THEBAHHBIM MalbuyuK BPy4yun Po3anuu apbanet. OH GBI
MeHbIIIe 00BIYHOT0, TaK KakK ObUI cesaH [Jisi Hero, Ho, 6€3yCI0BHO, OB OOJBIIUM U TSIKEJTBIM IJIS
Hee. Po3anus Heykoxke B3sia apbanerT.

— ¢ BIIepBHIE IEPKY B PyKaX TaKOe OPyXKHUe...

[Iiénx.

— Ho, gymato, cripaBiioch y4ie Te0s.

Posanus, KoTopas Bc€ elne Oblyia B IIJI0XOM HaCTPOEHUH, JTyuye3apHo YILIOHYIach ¥ HallpaBuia
apbaseT Ha 100 MaJIb4YHKa.
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