Hapa [llukamapy KpyTHJI B IajbllaxX GUINKY IIOTH, IEHUBO U3ydas JOCKy. Ha ofiHOM CTOpoHE OH
MCII0JIb30BaJl MPOAYMaHHYIO CTpaTeruio. Ha gpyroi, OH MPUAYMEBIBA IIaTy 10 XOAY UTPhL, IPU 3TOM
IIBITAsICh TPENOTBPATUTh BIUSHKE TOTO (aKTa, YTO OH OTIMYHO 3HaJ, KaKuM Oy[eT ClIeqyIoLIuM 11ar
Ha IepBo# cTopoHe. Ho 0H OB He IOJTHOCTHIO COCPEOTOYEH Ha UTPeE.

OH roppuscs cBoer CIoCOOHOCTRIO IPeCKa3biBaTh, Kak er0 OGHOKJIACCHUKY U IPY3bsl CpearupyoT
WU TIOBedyT cebs B TOM wiu uHOU cuTyauuu. OH OTJIMYHO IIPeayrafbBall TOBEeOeHNe CBOUX
TOBapHlley 1o KoMaHae, MHOo u Yenxku, IOTOMY YTO IIPOBOAUII C HUMU MHOT0O BpeMeHu. Ho, ecnu y
Hero ObIJIO IOCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, OH MOT pa3rajaTh KOT0 YyrofHO. 3a UCK/II0UeHreM Y3ymaku HapyTo.

OToT napeHs OblI, 663 COMHEHUM, HETIpeCcKa3yeMbIM yenoBekoM. [IlukamMapy Mor pefyrajfaTh ero
NEeUCTBUs, HO TOJIBKO [0 OIlpefieJIeHHOT0 MOMeHTa. [locie 3Toro, Bce MOTJIX TOJIBKO TafjaTh, YTO OH
coenaet cnenytomuM. Oco6eHHO BO BpeMs OUTBEI, OH YMYZAPSJICS MOMEHTAIbHO IPUAYMEIBATh
CTpaTeruu 1, KaKuM-To 06pa3oM, peBpalliaTh WX B XXKU3Hb. K IpuMepy, OH HUKOTTa He JyMaJl, 9YTo
HapyTo MoxkeT cpaBHUTHCS ¢ Xbiora Heqzku, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO OBl TOOEAUTh... HO OH 3TO
coenan. OH cenan 3TO B IOCTIETHIOI MUHYTY, IPaKTUUYEeCKH BEIpBa M0Oedy y TOro U3 PyK, HO BCe-
TaKU 9TO ObLIO T00EemOH.

HapyTo 6511 TonoBonoMKo#. IHO Bceryia ToBOpuiia, KaKMM HETIOCTHXKUMBIM U 3aTaflOYHBIM ObLJT
Cacke, Ho o MHeHMIO [lInkamapy, HapyTo mpeB3oten Yuuxy B 9ToM. KOHEUHO, OH GBI IPKUM,
I'POMKUM, NTPUBJIEKAIOIINM BHUMaHME, BCETIa CMESJICS U YIBI0aICs WU Oopajl ¥ KeCTUKYIUPOBal, U
OH Ka3aJiCd OTKPHITOM KHUTOM, KOTOPYIO JIETKO YyuTaTh. Ho ero HempenckasyeMast HaTypa
OTIpoBepraa 3To MpearnojoxeHue. Ero sipkas HapyKHOCTD IIpsTasia ri1y6oKo BHYTPU TO, YTO OH HA
caMoM fieJie gyMmail... eClid OH BooO1ie gymart.

W motoM OBl elrie BOIIPOC: KTO OH Tako#? KoHeYHO ke, OHU BCe 3HAIM ero uMs - Yaymaku HapyTo -
HO 9TO He 00BSICHSIJIO ero mpoucxoxaenus. He Ov0 ceMbu Y3yMaku; KaxeTcst, HapyTo Obin
eIUHCTBEHHLIM B CBOeM pope. HUKTO HUKOIla He BUEJl HU er0 POJUTEeIel, HU OIIEKYHOB, II09TOMY
IIpefIosaraaoch, YTo OH XKUBET OOuH. M HUKTO He 3HaJI, T{ie OH JKWUJI UJIA CKOJIbKO Y HEeTo ObIJIO ieHeT
U BCe B TAaKOM poje. HUKTO HUKOTa He 3alyMHbIBajICs 00 3TOM.

[lukamapy He XOTeJI0Ch MPU3HaBaTh 3TOT0, HO ¥ OH HUKOT'a He 3afyMeIiBasicst 00 aToM. [Toka He
no3Baj HapyTo Ha Muccuio, 4To Ol mpuTamuTh Cacke 06paTHO B IepeBHI0. TCyHae-cama
IIOPEKOMEH[IOBajla ero U faja eMy ero agpec. Pelius, 4To He IToMeIlaeT B3ATh TOTO B KOMaHAY (Y
Hero ObIJIM HEKOTOPHIE MT0JIe3Hble HaBHIKM), OH HAIIPaBUJICS 110 afpecy, KOTOPHIH IIPUBETI €T0 K JBepU
HapyTo B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[ia COJIHIIE TOJIbKO Hadyasio BBITISObIBATh M3-3a TOPU30HTA.

K ero ynusnenuio, HapyTo Kui B oqHOM U3 Ny4Inux parioHoB Konoxu. Ero mom He OB cAaMbIM
OonbIIMM Ha yJIHlle, HO OH OBIJT HAMHOTO 0O0JIblle U JTy4llle 4YeM ero coOCTBeHHBIN noM. [llukaMapy
TIOYTH PeImI, 4yTo omubcs agpecom. Ho Korma oH MO3BOHUI B 3BOHOK, IMEHHO COHHEIN HapyTo
OTKPHLUI IBEPD, ONETHIN B CBOIO MTUKAMY U Ty HOYHOU KOJINaK.

«He MoxKeT OBIT, YTO OH KUBET TaM OOuH, - nogymain [llukamapy. - [Jaxke eCiIu OH TOJIBKO YTO
TIOJTYYHJT 3TO MECTO B HACJIEACTBO OT CKOHYABIIIETOCST POACTBEHHUKA, C HUM JIOJIXKEH JKUTb OMEKYH,
4yTO OB, KAK MUHUMYM, IPUCMATPUBATh 3a TOMOM. TaK KTO 3T0? 3arafloYHbIH POOUTENTb, KOTOPHII
HUKOTTA He MOSBIsIcsS B Akamemuu? My Kakou-HUOYIb BOCIIUTATEh?»



K HecyacThio, 3TO OBIIIO I/IHTepeCHOIjl 3araJkoH, a OH HUKOTTa He MOT 0TKa3aThCs OT 3aragok. OHu
OBLITH CITMIIIKOM 3aXBaTHIBAIOIINMH, d €0 CO3HAHHNE IIPUTATHUBAJIO K HUM, KaK MAaIr'HUTOM. He umeet
3HAa4YeHHUA HaCKOJIBKO HpO6J’IeMaTI/I‘-IHbIMI/I OHH OKa3bIBaJIMCh, OH HUKOI'Ma HE MOI' OCTAHOBHUTLCA, IIOKaA
He HaXO[OuJl PelIeHus.

«THI HACTOIBKO MpobaeMaTuueH, HapyTo. - [IInkamMapy CKpHUBUIICS, CMOTPS Ha CBOIO JOCKY IIOTH. -
Bot 3auem Tebe OLITHL HAaCTOIBKO 3arafOYHEIM?»

Ha cremytoiiee yTpo, KaK TOJIbKO OH 3aKOHYMJI 3aBTPaKaTh, HapyTo cXBAaTUI KOJIOMY KapT U
BBICKOJIb3HYN U3 KpoBaTh. OH 3afiepzKarcs, 4To OB IOCMOTPETh Ha IIBETOK, KOTOPHIH [lajla eMy
XuHaTa, Mpexk/e YeM BhIOeKaTh U3 MalaThl, OTJISOEBASICh, YTO ObI HE CTOIKHYTHCS C €II1e OTHUM
MEpP3KHUM MeIUKOM. XOTsI eMy OCTaJIOCh ITPOBECTH B OOJIbHHUIIE BCETO [IBa [HS, OH He cobupascs
IIPOCTO JIeKaTh B CBoel manare. OH coOUpasCst MOBECETUThCS.

«9TO OBLIO MHJIO CO CTOPOHBI XUHATHI, TONAPUTH MHE BUepa 3TOT LBETOK. - OH HEIPHYJI IO KaTalKy,
TI0Ka MMMO ITPOXOMHU/I ONUH U3 MeJuKOB. - OHa MOXKET U 0YeHb CTPAHHAsi, HO OHa TaKXe U
noctatoyHo Muias. [To KpaliHe#l Mepe, OHA He TOTepsiyia Co3HaHue. MoXKeT OHa BRHI3JOPABIIUBAET!
9710 6B17I0 OB KPYTO!»

Korpa Ha ropu3oHTe IPOSCHUIIOCH, OH CHOBA HallpaBuics B nanarty K Yemgxu. Ecnu [llukamapy Tam
He Oyznert, oH noiifeT K Kube. B mo6om ciydyae, oH cobupascs UCII0/Ib30BaTh KapThl, KOTOPLIE €T0
OTeLl OMOJIXKUII AJIs1 HEero.

Korpga oH mocTur cBoero nmyHKTa Ha3HaueHUs, OH Halllesn TaM He TojbKo [Illukamapy, Ho u Kuby. Kuba
Iprexan Ha UHBAJIMOHOM Kpecyie, a AKamapy jiexaJsl y Hero Ha KOJIeHAX.

- Ji! - OH CKOJIb3HYJI B KOMHATY, IOMaxuUBas Hafl TOJI0BOU KOJIOAOU KapT. - f Halesn KapThl!

- MHoro ke BpeMeHH 3T0 ¥ TeOs 3aHs0, - QrIpKHYN Kuba. - [I[pakTHYecKu BeCh OeHb.

- 4 ycTanm u mo3TOMYy 3aCHYII, a KOTa IIPOCHYJICS, OBIIIO y2Ke 031HO, - o0umencst HapyTo. - MHaue s
npruHeC OBl UX ele BYepa.

- Hy na, Hy ma, - ycMexnysncsa Kuba.

- A TBOS cecTpa IIpUHECSIa KapThl? - CKOpYuUJI poxy HapyTo.

Kuba ckpusumics.

- Het, oHa OBlna CITMIIKOM 3aHsITa ¥ He 3afiepkKaliach Haf0JIro, II03TOMY S He YCIIeJl CIIPOCHUTb.



- Xa! - HapyTo npuaBUHYI CTyI K KpoBaTy YenxKu U CeJl Ha Hero. - [laBaliTe urpath!

- OTnuyHoO, - ycrasno B3noxHyn llnkamapy. - Bo 4T0O XoTuTe nourpaTs?

- Old Maid! - 3akpuuan Kuba.

- 9-3... KaK B 3TO Urpath? - MOprayna Hapyro.

- Tel He 3Haemb, Kak urpath B old maid? - ¢pripkayn Kuba. - B Kakoii nemiepe Thl BEIPOC?

- 3aTKHUCBH! - B3opBasncsa HapyTo, KpacHes OT cMyleHus. - {1 3Hai0 Kak urpath B go fish!

- Old maid ropasmgo nyutre, - B3moxHyn Kuba.

- Hy Tak pacckaxuTte MHe, KakK B 9TO UTPaTh, U MBI ChIrpaeM! - HaxMypuscs HapyTo u BOUXHYT
KapTe! [llnkamapy B pyKH.

- B Kakve KapTOYHEIE UTDHI THL YMeellls urpats, HapyTto? - cupocun lllukaMapy, BEITpIXUBast KapTHl
13 ITOTPEIIaHHOM KOPOOKH.

- 9M... ToNbKO B go fish, - mpobopmoTan HapyTo. - 3BpaienHblit OTIIETFHUK CKa3aJjl, YTO HAYUYUT
MEHS UTPaTh B ITOKEP, HO ellle 3TOTO He CAesall, a s ObUT 00/IbIlle 3aMHTEPECOBAaH B U3yYEHUU HOBOTO
I3I0TCY, @ He KaPTOYHBIX UT'PaX.

- Cepbe3Ho, B Kakoii neliepe TH BEIPOC? - HaxMypuics Kuba.

- 3aTkHUCH! 4 BEIPOC He B mellepe! - 3aHbu1 HapyTo.

- OH mpocTo gpa3uuTt Te0s1, HapyTto - 3actonan Illukamapy. - XBaTUT HEITh. - OH IepeTacoBa KapThl
¥ Havasl pa3faBaTth UX. - Tak BOT, Kak B HEE HAJI0 UTPATh...

MuHATO XOTeJI KOTO-HUOYOb IPUOUTH, XKeJIaTeIbHO TOT0, KTO Ceiyac CTOosa nepen HuM. J[laH30 -
IIPOKJISATHE MIPEeABIOYIero XoKare - BCe ellle XKUJT U PaclpOCTPaHss CTpafaHus, TOJIbKO TEEPh eMy
IIPUXOMUIIOCH O0IIATLCA C HUM. [ToueMy 3TOT CTaphId MOMXKUTaTeNlb BOMHB HE MOT IIPOCTO JIeYb U
yMepeThb OT CTapOCTH?

IdaH30, B CBoe BpeMs, ObIJT CUJTbHEIM IIHHOOU, HO T€ BpeMeHa [IaBHO Mpomutu. Tsaxkemnas Kapbepa B
kadyecTBe AHBY cpenana ero ¢pu3nyecku WCKaledeHHBIM U U3YPOAOBAaHHEIM, BEHIHY[IUB €TI0 YATH B
OTCTaBKYy. Bosbilasi 4acTh ero roJjioBel Obla MTOKPHITA TOBI3KaMH, CKPHIBas y2KaCHBIE IIPpaMbl OT
02KOT0B, OH IIOTEPSJ YaCcTh CBOEH HOTH, M3-3a 4ero OB BRIHYKOEH ONUPAThCS Ha TPOCTh NPHU X0OAk0e,



M €T0 PYKa BHUCEJla Ha IIePEeBA3HN. OH OBIJT MAJIEHBKUM U CTapkIM, d TaK K€ HEIIPUATHBIM U KOBAPHBIM.

Panrime on komanpgoBan Bcemu AHBY, uMen MmecTo B COBETE, U CTPEMHUIICS 3aHATh ouc Xokare. Ho B
pe3yibTaTe Pa3HBIX MEJIKUX MHTPUT ¥ ero HeIOJYMHEeHUs BO BpeMs HamageHus Kpio6u, MuHaTO
CIIUXHYJI €er0 Ha MMelolllee MeHbIIle BJIaCTA MeCTO B COBETE, U OCTaBHUJI €I'0 BO I'JlaBe TOJIBKO
noppasnenenus AHBY KOPEHD, koTopoe oH 1mo3:xke pacnycTuil. OH MOTHOCTHIO n36aBUICs Obl OT
an30, ecnu ObI MOT, HO y XUTPOT'0 CTapuKa UMEeJINCh CBSI3H, KOTOPhEe OH HE CMOT UTHOPHPOBATS.

- Tt TsHewb ¢ 3TuM, Hamukan3e, - mpopsdan [JaH30. - 4 OBl yKe B IIePBHIN OeHb IPUHSIT PelleHre
HacuyeT Y4uxu.

- fl B 3TOM He COMHEBAIOCh, [laH30-CaH, - OTBeTUI MUHATO, ITLITAsICh HE 3apbIvaTh. - Ho s erie He
IIONTY4YHUII BCE OTYETHI. HeKOTOpre T€HHWHBI, Y4aCTBOBABIIIKNE B MUCCHH, €Ille HEJOCTATOYHO
IIOIIPABUIINCE, YTO OBl OTYUTATHCS.

- To YZXKe IIOJIYUHnJI JOKJIag y3y'MaKI/I? - CIIPOCHUII Ilau30. - { chmIIIan, 4TO OH YZXKe JOCTAaTO4YHO
OIIPpaBHUJICA OT CBOMX PaAH. Hocutecs mo 6OJ'H:>HI/II_Ie KaK OT I1epeao3nPOBKHU I''TFOKO3HI.

Ot Munato noTpe6oBasoch HEKOTOPOE YCUIKE, YTO OBl COXPAHUTh YMEPEHHO NIPUSATHOE BHIpakeHue
TUIIA.

- 4 cobupasncst ompocuTh Y3ymaku HapyTo cerogus mocie obena, 1, Bo3MoxkHO, MHy3yku Kuby, ecimu
MaJIbYUK yXKe JOCTaTOYHO ITOIPABUIICS, - HAIIPS2KEHHO OTBETHUIT OH.

Crapuk Opocumi Ha HETO CEePOUTHIN B3TJIS/.

- Tet criumrkoM Ganyelib 3Toro Manbuninky, Hamukanse. C cunoit KpioOu B €ro pykKax, OH MOXKET
CTaTh LIEHHBIM PECYPCOM [J1s1 AepeBHU. [[all ero MHE Ha HECKOJIbKO MeCSIIEB, U 5 IIPEBPALLy ero U3
JKaJIKOTO MEJIKOT'0 KJIOYHA, BO YTO-TO LIEHHOE.

- Her, - xonogHo oTBeTHI MuHATO. - MOUM OTBETOM OBITIO «HET» B IIPOIIILIYA pa3 u OyaeT B
CJIeYIOIIUY pa3, KOrAa Thl CIIPOCHULIE.

- A THI YBEPEH, YTO [I0 CHX ITOP MOXKEIIb CIIPABNISTHCS C HUM? - CIIPOCUIT [IaH30 C SIBHBIM
CKEeNTULIU3MOM. - Telepsb, KOTfga oH OPUITMaTIbHO CTajl HUHA3S ¥ CII0OCO0EeH YIPaBiIsATh YaKpPou U
IIPUHUMATh PeIIeHus 0 XKU3HU U CMEePTH, THl BCe ellle BEPHUIIIb, YTO 00yYUI ero JOCTaTOYHO, YTO ObI
yroepaTh 3Bepsi BHYTPHU Hero o KoHTponeM? OH 6oJblile He MUJIBINA MaleHbKUH IIeHOK, KOTOPOTO
THI MOXKEIIIb IepkKaTh B KAUECTBE JOMAIIIHero nuromila, HamMmukanse.

MuHaTO 3aX0TENI0Ch IIPUAOYHIINTE €0 3a 3TH CJIOBA.

- fl HUKOrma He cYuTanl HaPYTO JOMaITHUM IIUTOMIIEM, - IIPOIIUIIETI OH.



- AxX ma, T oOpaIancs ¢ HUM, KakK C CBIHOM, KOTOPOro y TeOst HUKOTra He OBIJIO, - TPE3PUTENBHO
Opocun Jau3o. - He Tak mu?

MuHaTo, ckaB 3y0Obl, 0TKa3aJcs IriIoTaTh HaxkuBKYy. C MOMEHTa ero poXaeHus, C MOMeHTa, Korfa
MuHaTO pemus coenaTh U3 Hero [IKWHUYYPUKY, OH ITOKPHLI CyllecTBOBaHUe HapyTo meyeHoi XK.
9TO OBIIIO €IUHCTBEHHBEIM CII0COOOM 3allIUTUTh €T0 ChIHA OT OECUMCIIEHHBIX BParoB, KOTOPLIE OBIIH Y
HeTro, KakK 3a IIpefieJlaMy IEPEeBHH, TaK U B HEW.

Korpa on npencrasun HapyTo coBeTy Kak cocyn [1eBATUXBoCTOro [JeMoHa JIruca, OH IIpefncTaBUll ero
CUPOTO#, YbsS MaTh YMepJa Py popax. M X0Ts 4yacTh 0 ero MaTepu Oblla IIPaBHOM, BCE OCTAIbHOE
OBLIO 7102KbI0. Ecri OB OHM 3HAJIH, YTO OH MPUXOOUTHCS HapyTo HACTOSIIUM OTI[OM, OHU OBl HE
1103BONIUITY ObI €My 0CTaBUTH ero. OHuU Obl O0SIIUCH TOTO, YTO OH OyEeT OTHOCUTHCS K MaJlbuUKy
IIPEOB3STO, YTO 3TO OymeT KOHGIUKTOM UHTepecoB. OHM OBl O0SITUCE, YTO OH OyIeT BecTH ceds C
pebeHKOM, KOTOPEIM HOCUT B cebe Kbio0H1, KakK CHUCXOOUTEIbHLIM OTell, a He KakK XoKare.

W ecnu OBl MUp y3HaJ, 4To ¥ YeTBepTOro XoKare ecTh ChiH, JI000M, KTO 3aTaujl Ha HETO 06umy,
TIOTIRITAJICS OBl HABpeOuTh eMy uepe3 ero pebenka. Huung3s KaMHs 0coOeHHO HEHABUOEIH €T0, ¥ OHU
MOTTIH IepxaTbh 00uny B cebe romamu. Ecnu 661 oHM 3Hanmu o HapyTo, oHU ObI HE YCIIOKOUIIUCH, TTOKa
He TTOXUTUIHX OBl ero uiu He younu. M 6ecriokosick 0 ToM, 4To Obl yoepkaTh HapyTo B 6e30macHOCTH
OT TeX, KTO PSIOM C HUM, OH CHEJIaeT YTO YTOOHO, YTO ObI YMEHBIIHUTh KOJTHYECTBO €T0 BPAaroB 3a
pefieslaMu IepPeBHHU.

[ToaTomy MuHaTo, Kak XoKare, B35y K cebe [[XKMHYYPUKH, KOTOPOT'O OH ITOMOT CO3[aTh, KaK OyATO
3TO OBITIO €r0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO, U 3TUM OBL ITOI0KEH KOHEI] Ipobieme.

Bce mpormo 651 ropa3mo 6osee riaagko, eciu 661 HapyTo He BHTIISAEN KaK ero MaJeHbKUH KIIOH.
Korma oH OB MITa[IeHIIEM, X BHEIITHEee CXOICTBO - CBETJIbIe BOJIOCH U T'OJIy0ObIe Ila3a - eIle MOXKHO
OBITIO IPUHSTH 3@ COBMameHne. Ho ¢ KaxIeIM TOIOM, II0Ka €ro CHIH POC U Pa3BUBAJICS, UX CXOICTBO
Bce Gorbine 1 GOIbIlle YBeTUYNBAIOCh. EMMHCTBEHHOE Pa3Nuyne, YTO ¥ HUX OBIIO, 3TO OTMETHUHEL B
BHJIe YCOB Ha nuile HapyTo, u oHU He OblIM BEI3BAHE T@HETUKOM, 3TO OBIIO 3HAKOM, YTO B HEM CHIUT
IIEMOH JIHUC.

HekoTopble 4JIeHBl COBeTa yKe JOJIKHEI OBUIM YTO-TO 3aofo3puTh. OHU, HaBepHOe, CUYUTAIIH, YTO
HapyTo ero He3aKkOHHOPOXKAEHHBIX CBIH, KOTOPOr0 MUHATO CMOT BOBpeMs 3adaTh. Ho ImoKa 9T0 He
Ob110 TPOOIEMOM - HUKTO He NIPU3Ball elle ero K 0TBeTy U HU B yeM He o0BuHUI. Ho, moxoxe, [1aH30
peLIns U3MeHUTE 3TO0...

- Ecnu y Tebs Gornblile HET KO MHe [ieJl, TOT[ia, IToXKajyicTa, yoepruch u3 Mmoero oduca, JaH3o, -
HaxMypuics MusHato.

CTapI/IK T'PO3HO YCTAaBUJICA Ha HEro CBOMM €IMHCTBEHHEIM I'JIa30M.

- {1 3aiimy 3aBTpa, - HAKOHEIl IPoBOpYasl OH. - Y MHe OyIeT 04eHb UHTEPECHO YCIIBIIATh O
TIOPA3UTEJIbHAIX CIIOCOOHOCTSX Y3yMaKH, U, S B 9TOM YBEPEH, OCTaJIbHBIM UJIeHaM COBETa TOXKe.



IlaH30 MOOHSANICSA CO CBOETO Kpecila y CTOJIa Xokare u XpOMad BEIIIE]I U3 KOMHATEI HE YIOCTOUB
MuHaTO HU KMBKOM, HU CIIOBOM Ha IIpOIIaHueE.

MuHaTO MPOCTO KUIIEN OT THeBa. XOTs OH OB pap, 4To [laH30 HaKOHEI[ IOKKWHYII ero ohuc, oH He
MOT B IIOJTHOM Mepe HaclaguThCd TUIIMHOW U MMOKOeM. OTOT KOBapHBIM CTapUK OB XKYTKO
pa3gpaxarlliM... M, YTO ellle XyXkKe, OllaCHBIM.

«A Temeppb MHe IIPUAETCS BHICTYLIATh 0TYeT HapyTo, - 00eCIIOKOEHHO B3JOXHYJI OH. - £ MOCTAaTOYHO
[OJITO TSHYJI C 9TUM, HO Telephb ¥ MeHs HeT BriOopa. [lan3o OymeT pa3dpachiBaThCsl HaMeKaMu Ha ToO,
YTO Y MEHSI BOT-BOT IIOSIBUTLCS MHTEPeCHass nHGOpMalKs, ¥ Ha CIeAyIOLEM 3aCelaHNK COBET
noTpedyeT ee OT MEeHS.»

HanpsKeHHbIN 1 B3BUHYEHHBIN OH IIOKUHYJI CBOU 0(uc, mponH()OPMUPOBAB CBOETO CEKpeTaps, YTO
€CJIA OH KOMY-TO ITIOHAaJOOUTHCS, TO ero MOXKHO OyneT HailTu B O0JIbHUIIE, ¥ YTO OBl €T0 He
6ecrokounu 6e3 KpaiHe# HyXkObl. [IepeaBuUrasich 10 KPHIIIaM, OH PEIIU COeNlaTh KPIOK B ITOMBITKE
1n30aBUTHCS OT HEOOBOILCTBA. HUUero Xxopoliero He BLHIUIET, €ClIu OH OymeT ompammBaTh HapyTo B
TIJIOXOM HACTPOEHUU - OH He X0TeJl COMBATh €ro C TONKY.

Korpa on Bomen B nanaty HapyTo... 0Ha oKa3ajack mycTou. [IpoBens pyKou 110 JIUIly, OH BHIIIET U3
nasiaTHl ¥ HallpPaBUJICA B CTOPOHY manaThl AKkuMudn Yenxu. HapyTo HyKHBI ObLIA KapThl, 4YTO OB
ceirpath ¢ Hapa IllukamMapy, a 10HBIM 4YyHUH, CKOpEe BCEro, HaXOOUTHCA B [TajlaTe CBOETr0 TOBapulla
II0 KOMaHe.

M KOHEYHO e, KOTHa OH JOCTHUT THajiaThl AKUMUYH, HapyTo ObIT TaM ¥, YCTPOUBIIUCEH Ha KpParo
KpoBaTHu YemKu, UTPasl B KAPTH, ONETHIM B OOBbHUYHBIN XalaT U MUXKaMy C IarymkaMmu. Hapa
[Mlukamapy JIeHHUBO JepKajl CBOM KapPTHI U BHITJISAEN Tak, OyITO OH BOT-BOT 3acHET. YemxKu, Ha
youBIiieHue, ObLI B COSHAHUY U CHUMEJI, OIIMPasiCh Ha MOAYIIKH, CO CBOMM HabopoM KapT. MHy3yKa
Kuba Tax ke IpuCyTCTBOBaJ, CUAS B Kpeciie psigoM ¢ [llukamapy. Ero 1meHoK apeMasn Ha CUIeHUN
MHBAJIUTHOTO Kpeciia HemoJaseKy.

[Ipu B3rNsige Ha 9Ty KapTUHY, MUHATO BCIIOMHUINCH PeKKHe KapTOYHbIEe TAapTUH, B KOTOPHIE €T0
BTATUBAJIA OPYyrue O3€HUHEBI, KOTHa OH OB MTOPOCTKOM. JTO BEI3BAJIO Y HETO YIILIOKY U CTEPIIO
OCTATKM IIJI0X0T0 HacTpoeHusi. OH MOT ITOMO0XKaTh OKOHYAHUS UT'PHI, TPexX/e YeM HadyaTh 3aJaBaTh
HapyTo 1 Krube HenmpusTHEIE BOIIPOCH 0 MUCCHUM, KOTOpas OTIIpaBuia WX Ha O0IbHUYHYIO KOUKY.

- Pa3BnekaeTech, MalbuUUKU? - CIIPOCUIT OH, OTTMPAsICh HA TBEPHOU KOCSK.

Bce YeTBEPO B3OPOTHYIIN OT YOUBIIEHUA ¥, PA3BEPHYBIINCH, YCTABUIINCh HA HET'O, OTKPEIB PTEI.

- Xokare-caMma, - [llukamMmapy MOPTHYJI, IEPBLIM BEPHYB cebe Cri0COOHOCTh TOBOPUTD. - YTO-TO He TaK?

- Her.



- Bam HyXeH Illukamapy A5 MECCUH? - TYCKJIO CITPOCUI YeKu, ejie B COCTOSTHUY TIOOHSTH T'OJIOBY C
TIOAYIIEK, MOANEePKUBAIOIIUX €T0.

- Her, eme Her.

-V Hac npo6neMbl ©3-3a TOTO, UTO MBI UTPaeM B KapThl? - BKIuHUICA Kuba.

MuHaTO crerka HaXMYPHIICA.

- Brl ke HUIr'paeTe He Ha OeHbI'd, HE TaK nm?

- HET! - BEIKpUKHYJIX BCE pa30M.

- Torma HeT, y Bac HeT mmpobieM.

HapyTo c mo60nEITCTBOM yCTaBUIICS Ha HETO.

- OM... X04ellb TOXKe CHrpaTh? Mul urpaem B old maid!

On 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha OCTAaJIBHBIX.

- A Bac He 10OECIIOKOUT, €CJIH 5 IIPUCOEIUHIOCH?

Tpu mapHs yCTaBUIUCH Ha HET'O B U3YMJIEHUH, @ 3aTeM MOjT4a neperiasHynuch. HapyTo Toxe
TISTAJICS Ha HETO B U3YMJIEHUH, KaK OyOTO He 0Xuaas, YTo MUHATO 3aUHTEPECYETCS IPUTIIAllIEHUEM.
MwuHaTo IPOCTO MOJTYa XK/asl, T0Ka OCTaJbHEIE IPUMYT PEIIeHUE.

- Xopoto, - kuBHyN [[lukaMapy, cobpast Bce KapThl ¥ ITlepeTacoBasl, 4To O HauyaTh HOBYIO IIAPTHIO.

MwuHaTOo B35IJT CTYJI ¥ TIOCTaBUII €ro psifpoM Kuboii. YIo6HO yCTPOUBIIKCH, OH IPUHSJ CBOU KapThl U
II0J0K[aJl Hayasia UTpkl. XOTS 9TO OBblJIa BCETO JIUIIh IPOCTas JeTCKas UTrpa, OH HaclaXkaascs elo
Oosblile, 4eM IaPTUSMU B ITIOKeP, B KOTOPhIe OH ObIBa/I BTSIHYT B IIPOLIUIOM.

ITocrnie HECKONMBKUX KpPYTOB, MuHato B3TOXHYII.

- 3HaeTe 111, BBl MOXKETE pa3roBapuBaTh B MOE€M IIPHUCYTCTBUH.

HapyTo cMOpPUIUI HOC B Pa3myMEe.



- Hy... KaKk nporimesn TBoX geHb?

«BoT Hamo Ov1110 Tebe CIIPOCUTH UMEHHO 3TO, He Tak au?» OH B3NOXHY ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CBOU KapTHI.

- Huuero HeoOwruHOT0. [JaH30 3aX0AMJT HEHAMI0Jr0, YTO OBl KallaTh MHE Ha MO3TH...

- aH30? - ¢ m000nEITCTBOM cupocun Kuba. - 3To KT0?

- Man30, - mpobopmoTtan HapyTo, 3aKpHIB I'1a3a B pa3ayMbe. - Ji! - OH mogpancs Buepemn. - 9TO Xe
YenoBek Mymusa?

- Yenosek Mymus? - MOprayn Yemgxu.

Y MuHaTo gepHyJCcs yroJjioK pra.

- [1a, HapyTto, 3T0 Yenosek Mymus.

- Oy, s HeHaBUXKYy 3TOr0 napHx! - GeipkHYN HapyTo. - OH NONMHBIY NIPUOYPOK, A ellle U CTaphId.

- [ToueMy OH TOJIHBIHM IPUAYPOK? - cripocun Kuba.

- OH OYeHb IPOTUBHEIM ¥ HENOYTUTENbHEIN, - HapyTo 6poCcun cepauThIil B3rIAN U YKa3al Ha MuHaro.
- OH HUKOTa He 30BeT ero «Xokare» uim «Xokare-cama», Ipocto «HaMukanze» - 0e3 MOYTUTETbHBIX

cybduxcos!

- Kak 6ygTo ThI nyuttte, - ycMexuyscs Kuba. - 30Belnb ero «ctapuk Xokare» Bce BpeMs!

- U, g 9TO B XopoIieM cMmuicie! - 3anpoTecToBall HapyTo. - YenoBek Mymus HUKOTIa HUYETro He
fenaeT B xopoieM cMeiciie. OH TPOCTO MeP3KUil UCCOXIINY CTapPUK C TPOCTHIO, 3aBEPHYTHIM B OUHTHI.
- OH Hafyncs u mocMoTpen Ha MuHaTo. - [ToueMy ThI IPOCTO €0 He YBOJIUIIb, CTapUK?

- 4 O8I 3TO cmenan, ecnu 01 Mor, HapyTo, - MUHATO B3MOXHYJI ¥ BRITAILIKAI KapPTy V CBOETo ChiHa. - Ho
Han30 cnuuIkoM KoBapeH. OH 3aBOAUT APYkKOY U CBSI3U C MOTYIIECTBEHHEIMH JIIOOBMU - JOCTATOYHO,
4yTO OBl B CJTy4ae, eC/y 5 MOMLITal0Ch N30aBUTh €r0 OT BCETO, OH YCTPOUT TaKoe, YTO MHE
oTpeOyIoTCs Toma, YTO OBl MPUBECTH BCe B HOPMY. JIydillee, YTO ST MOTY CHEJIaTh, 9TO 3aMUXHYTh €T0
Ha MeCTO, TIe OH He OyOeT UMeTh HOCTAaTOYHO BIUSHUS.

HapyTo CKpuBUMIICS U BHITAIIUI KapTy y KuoOkL.

- 9TO XPEHOBO.



- ToI maxxe He IIpeacCTaBIId€eIlb KakK, - OTBETHUIL MuHnaro, KPHBO YJ'IBIGHYBLHI/ICB.

- A mouyeMy OH TakO¥ Mep3Kuu, XoKare-cama? - Tuxo cupocui Yemxu, noka [llukaMapy BeITaCKuBal
KapTy y Munaro.

- [JaH30 x0Ten cTaTth X0Kare ¢ TeX IOp, KakK Ha 3TOT IOCT ObUT BeIOpaH TpeTui, - oTBeTUNI MUHATO.

- Bay, ma oTOT 4yBaK [IeMiCTBUTEIHHO CTApHIH, - mpobopmoTan Kuba.

- OH HUKOI'[Ia He CYUTAaJ IPaBUJILHEIM TO, KakK TpeTuil ynpasiisiy DepeBHel, - IPOToIKUI XoKare,
IPOUTHOPUPOBaB KoMMeHTapuii Kubwl. - Y korma TpeTuit TOTOBUJICS YUTH B OTCTABKY, BEIABUHY T
CBOIO KaHAUIATYpy Ha IOCT YeTBepTOro U 0Ka3al HEKOTOPYI0 NoanepxkKy Opouumapy.

- ITOT ITapeHb KaXKeTCS He TaKUM YK U XOPOIIUM, - B3TOXHY YeaxKu. - B TOM CMBICTIE, YTO €MY
HpaBuicga Opoyumapy...

- JaH30 npennoyruTaeT 00jlee arpeCCUBHYIO BHEIIHIO MTOJUTHKY... B UUCJIE IIPOYEro, - HaXMYPHUJIICS
MuHnato. - Kopoue, MoxeTe cebe MpPencTaBUTh, KaK OH ObII paCCTPOEH, KOTa UMEHHO MEHS,
MOJIOJIOTO MTapHS CJIerKa 3a ABafllaTh, BLIOpau B KauyecTBe cienyiomero Xokare. - OH mokaya
rojoBou. - [laxe 10 ceu OeHb, OH 0TKa3bIBaeTCA IIPUHATh MeHs B KauecTBe YeTBepToro. f gymaro,
YTO OH HE OTKaXKeTCs OT CBOEr0 CTpeMJIeHUs CTaTh XOKare, II0Ka He yMpeT.

- He cmoTps Ha TO, YTO OH YPOAJIUB, Y HETO He XBaTaeT YaCTU HOTH U PYKH, U OH CJIUIIKOM CTaphid! -
C OTBpallleHreM BcTaBuil HapyTo.

- Moii BaM COBeT... - OH IIOCMOTPEJT Ha KaXXA0Tro U3 MalbYuKOB, 3ajiepxkKaB B3rJisan Ha HapyrTo, -
IepKUTeCh OT Hero mopasbine. OH He MPUHECeT BaM HUYero, KpoMe HelpUSITHOCTEH. .. U
3HAYUTEJILHO YCI0XKHUT BaIlly XKU3Hb.

- a, Xokare-cama, - XOpoM CKa3ajii MaJlbuuKu (M KOHe4HO ke, HapyTo §oGaBul «CTapuk»).

OH ymoBIIETBOPEHHO KUBHYII U y2K€e coOMpasCcs BEPHYTh CBOe BHUMaHHE KapTaM B CBOMX PyKax, KOTaa
B KOMHATY IIPOCKOJIb3HYII ellle Koe-KTo - fAMaHaka UHO.

- 91, Yenxu! lluka-kyH! Yragaiite, KT0 mpH... X-Xx0oKare-cama!

MwuHaTo MefJIeHHO IIOBEPHYJICS Ha CTyJie U YBU[EJI, YTO CBETJIOBOJIOCASI KYHOMYM CMOTPUT Ha HETro
OTKPHIB POT. E€e ImIaTHHOBO-CBETIIBIE BOJIOCH OBITH BCE ellle KOPOTKHUMH, C TeX ITOp, KOTHa OHa IO
BIIMSTHIEM MOMEHTa OTpe3ajia UX BO BpeMs CBOEro MaTda npoTuB XapyHo Cakypsl B Jlecy CmepTH.
Ona Gbla ofjeTa B CBOM (MOJIETOBHIN KOCTIOM HUH/3S U, CKOpee Bcero, co0upasachk IOUTH Ha
TPEHUPOBKY I10CJIe CBOET0 BU3UTa B 00bHUILY. B3sB ce6st B pyku, MHO BHIIpsIMUIach u yopaa
IIUHHYIO YeJIKY C I71a3.



- XoKare-cama, - OHa Clerka IOKJIOHUIacCh.

OH OTBETH BEXKJIUBEIM KMBKOM.

- MHo-CaH, IIPUIIINX HAaBECTUTH CBOETO TOBapI/II.T.Ia?

[Ipexpe yeM OHa cMoOIJia OTBETUTh, MHOMYM 3allien B IajaTy 3a Hew.

- no, Tebe He cremyeT HOCUTHCA 110 O0IbHU...1Ie. [IpuBeT, XoKare-cama, - OH IIOKJIOHUJICS U
BEITJIAHYJI U3 anaTh. - Joy3a, [llukaky, 3gecs Xokare!

Agkumyum HYoy3a BOIIeJI B KOMHATY CJIeOYIOLIKM.

- XoKare-caMma, - OH IIOKJIOHUJICS ¥ MOOIIEN K KDOBAaTU CBOETO ChIHA C IPYTOM CTOPOHEL.

- Xokare-caMa, - mpob6opmoTtan Hapa Illukaky, BBanuBasich B IanaTy. - Y BaCc BeUepruHKa? -
IIPOBOPYAJT OH, OTJISIAbIBAST COOpaBIIUXCS. - Tak mpobieMaTUYHO.

- [Ipuser, ortey, - neHuBo MaxHy1 lllukaMapy. - OnATe IpAYEIIbCA OT MaMbl?

- MoxeT ObITh, - mpoBopuan Illukaky. - YTo npuBeso Bac ciofia, XoKare-cama?

- OH npsayeTcsa oT YenoBeka Mymuy, - cepbe3HO nporHpopmupoBan HapyTto. UHOMYM MOPTHYIL.

- Ot xOrO0?

- IaH30, - oTBeTUI MHUHATO.

- Ox. - UHow4u u3gan CMeIokK. - YenoBek Mymus... HEIm0xo!

- 9TO TOYHO, - corjacuicsd Yoy3sa. - Bo 4To Brl, MalbYuKy, Urpaete’?

- Old Maid, - coobmun Kuba.

- Ho aTo ke metckas urpa! - ouipkHyna MHo. - Ubs 3T0 Oblna uges?

- OM... 4 npepoxui, Ho HapyTo ouyeHb XOTeN CHIrPaTh B Hee, - OTBETUIT CJIeTKA CMYIeHHbH Kuba. -
OH maxe He 3HAJ KakK UrpaTh B Hee.



- Tol He 3HAM Kak urparth B old maid? - HemoBepuuBoO crpocuna MHO. - B KaKoii nemiepe Th MTPOXKHUI
BCIO CBOIO XXU3HBL?

- 4 xun He B netepe! - 3akpuyan Hapyro, 6pocasi cBou KapThl ¥ BCKaKMBasl Ha HOTH Ha KPOBaTH
Yeoxu.

MuHATO B3[OXHYJI, OIIYCTUJI CBOM KapThl ¥ BcTajl. OH HafesJICs CHIrPaTh XOTS OBl OHY IAPTHIO, HO,
Cy[s 110 BCEMY, eMy IIpUAETCS OTIOXKUTh 9T0. C nmpuxopoM crapiueir Tpounisl «MHo-IInka-9o» u
BBIXOKOM HapyTo, y Hero mosiBUICS IIPenJior HEHAM0IT0 YBECTH ero. bosbiile Hemb3s OO0
OTKJIaObIBATh.

- KoHeuyHO THI XKUBEIIb He B mellepe, HapyTo, - 3asiBUJT OH ¥ IMOOHSI MaJb4uKa C KPOBATH,
IepeKugLIBasi ero Yepes Iieyo.

- 91! Onyctu MeHd Ha non! - 3aHslT HapyTo ¥ 3aK0oJ10TUN 110 criuHe MuHaTo. - OnyCcTy MeHs Ha 101,
CTapuk!

- Her, - oH yxBaTujCs 3a HOTM MajlbyMKa, He TI03BOJISAS eMy IHHAThCA. - 4 moxuiaio Tebs, ToBOIeH?

- Het! - 3acTonan HapyTo u IOIBITANICS CIIOJI3TH C IJleda X0oKare, 4To Obl cOeXaTh.

- Kak xamnb, - yneiOHyIcad MunaTo. OH KMBHYT 3acThIBIEN my6auKe. - [IpusiTHOro BaM Beuepa. 4
IIPUIIIIO €T0 Ha3af, KOrjga 3aKOHYy C HUM.

- [llmkamapy, cnacu MeHs! - Hayaj yMoysiTh HapyTo, HO 6e3pe3ynbTaTHO.

MuHaTo cOexkas U3 manaThl. B 3BaHuu Xokare OBIIM CBOM IIpeuMyllecTBa. HUKTO He 3afan eMy HU
€IMHOT0 BOIIPOCa, [TI0Ka OH IIeJI 10 KOPUAOopaM, a ero ChlH BUCEJ Y HeTO Ha Ijlede U XKajoBajcd Ha
HEeCIIPaBeIINBOCTD XKU3HKU. HO 3TO Tak XKe 03HA4aj0, YTO OHKU OBICTpee HoOepPyTCs OO0 MaaThl
HapyTo, u Torma oH OymeT BLIHYKIEH Ha4aTh 3aflaBaTh HEIIPUSITHLIE BOTIPOCHL.

«CerofHs NpOCTO yKaCHLIHN IeHb! »
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