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C TuxuM TysioM nogo6HO XUIITHOMY PO HAaCEKOMBIX UTJIbl HAKUHYJIUCh Ha BCE, 10 Yero MOTJIH
NOTSHYThCS. VUTEl OBUIM CTOJIb OCTPHI ¥ IIPOYHEI, YTO BIIMBAJIUCH HaxKe B KYCKH KaMHS. YTO YK
TOBOPUTH O PparMeHTaxX APEBECUHEI UM IIOTH. CUITbHEHIINE TOYEYHbIe BCIIBIIKY 60T HaphIBaIK
OTHEJbHBIE YYACTKU TeJla IoHOIU. CTUCHYB 3y0Obl, OH ITHITAJICS TEPIETh, U B L[EJIOM 3TO BRIXOOUIIO, HO
OBbLII M B 9TOM CMEBICA? ['pymia HamagaBIIMX Pe3KO COKpaTHia AUCTAHLINI0 U npubnausunack. Kak
TOJIBKO JOXKIb CMEPTOHOCHOT'0 METaJlI IPEeKPaTUICS, YaCTh 3MaHus, Te IIJI0 CpaXXeHue, OTJIacuil
XU BoM 60u. Kaccuan nmomnpo6oBas MOJHSATh TOJIOBY U OCMOTPETD, YTO IIPOU30IIIJIO, BCE elle
cKuMas B pyKax muctosie. Ho He ycresn oH flaXke MOJTHOLIEHHO BHIIIPSIMUTE I'OJIOBY, KaK 4TO-TO
XOJIOIHOE CXBATUIIO €TO0 3a 1110 ¥ PHIBKOM IOJHSJIO, IPX 3TOM OIIYTUB PE3KUH yHap 10 PYKe, OH
VWHCTUHKTUBHO Pa3KaJll MUCTOJIET, KOTOPHIM C TUXUM 3BYKOM yTaj Ha IOKPHITHN HEOOIbIINMU
TPeIIXHaMHU TI01.

Ha 1oHoIITy CMOTpEs HEKTO B Macke ¢ 6e3pa3NuuHbIMU CepeOpSHBIMY TTla3aMy, a ero X0JIOfHas PyKa,
TIOKPHITasi TOHKUM CJIOEM XOJIOMHOTO MeTaJslja CXXKHMMaJjla TOpJIo MapHs. 3a CIIUHOM 3TOTO Bpara... IBOe
OPYTUX TAKUX XKe, KaK ¥ OH, JepKaju YCHIIaHHOT0 UTJIaMH, CJIOBHO e3Ka MUPOKY, KOTOPHIH
6e33By4YHO OCefiasl Ha I10J1, a TIepef ero JINLIOM [epKau KaKou-To IIpefMeT, TOX0XKUi Ha KHUTY.

OTH HeM3BECTHBIE YOUUIIE HE TPOPOHUITM HU CJI0BA, OHU IIPOCTO BEPOSITHO AEJIAU TO, Pagy Yero
IPUIK ciofa. FOHOIY IpUIepsu K CTeHe, BCe TaK Xe JepzKa 3a ropiio, Ha caMOM [ejie, ero JXKu3Hb
OblyTa y2Ke B pyKax yOWHIIE, OH MOT IIPOCTO, CXKaTh PYKY U CJIOMaTh Ineto Kaccusny, HO mouyemy-To
II0Ka 3TOro He fAesas. Te, KTO CTOSIJI IO 3TOTO PSIIOM C YKe JexKallleM Ha 10Ty MUPOKY, OBUHYIIUCH K
HEMY.

OO6paTHUBIIKCH K KapTe B CBOEH T'0JI0Be, I0HOIIA YBUAE, YTO MPUOIMKAIOIIEHCs TPYIINa CePhIX TOUeK
OblTa yKe oueHb 0113K0. KacCHaH yxKe He myMaJl, 4To, HO BRIKUBET, HO HaflesJICsI, UTO Te, KTO BOT-
BOT IIPUIET, XOTS OBl YOBIOT T€X, KTO YOUII €T0, 10 KAKKM-TO CBOMM IpuyuHaM. OH ITOHUMAJI, YTO TOT
KTO JKMBET BHYTPHU HETO HE CTaHET BMEIIMBATHCS, II0 HEBEIOMBIM eMy IIpHYUHAMHU, KPOMe TOrO0... CO
CJIOB 3TOTO CYIIECTBA OH YK€ ¥ TaK OBIJT MEPTB, 3HAYUT.. €TO0 ellle OfHa CMEPTh HUUET0 HE U3MEHUT.
Ho, 4T0 ecnu 9TO CyLIeCTBO 3alMET €r0 MeCTO IIOCJIe €T0 CMEPTH. ..

- Ax-Xa...xa-xa... - pa3fasncs 6e3ynepxKHbIN cMex KaccusHa, CMelIaHHBEIN C XPUTIOM OT HeoCTaTKa
BO3[yXa M3-3a CXKUMAIOIIEeW ero pyKu.

OTu uguoTH... OH BCTIOMHUJI, YTO TO CYILIECTBO CHEJAJIO0 C TEMU, KTO IIBITAJICS €T0 YOUTh, €CIU OH
3aliMeT ero MecTo, TO... OH He 3HaJl, YTO UMEHHO HY2KHO 3TOM CYIIHOCTH, HO... OHa TOYHO IIePEBEPHET
3TOT MHUP BEPX OHOM C TAKOW TO CHUJIOH.

3a HEJOJITUH MUT €T0 Pa3MHIIIIEHWH, Te IBOe YKe CTOSITIU IIepel HUM, B PyKe OJHOT0 U3 HUX Oblja Ta
camas Belllb KOTOPYIO I0HOIIIa X0Tes OBl 60JIbIlle HUKOT A He BUuAeTh. HeOobIast KHUTA C KpacHOM
00J102KKO}, Ha KOTOPO¥U OFl/Ia BEIMABIIeHa HAMMKUCh Ha S3bIKe ApKaHH «Jlamnac», a TakXKe HeKun
CHMBOJI, OYepTaHHUs KOTOPOTo OLIIK eJie pa3nu4yuMbl. EQMHCTBEHHOE, UTO eMy OpOCHUIIOChH B T'Jla3a,
3TO0 KaxXylruecs: HeOOIbIIoe OTINYME 3TOT0 el pa3IuYMMOro CUMBOJIa, ¥ TOM CaMOi KHUTH, OH OBIJ
HeMHOT0 WHBIM. FOHoIIIa ObIT YBEPEH B 3TOM, TaK KakK, HO HUKOTTa He 3a0yHoeT 3TOT IPOKIISTHIN
apTtedakT, YTO IIePEBEPHYIT U Pa3[e/IUIN €T0 XKU3Hb Ha «JI0» U IIOCIIE».



[TombITABIIMCH TOMHATh PYKH, OH 00OHAPYKHUJI, YTO OfHA PyKa [0 KOTOPOM OH paHee MOJyYuI yaap,
eMy He MTOMYMHSIIach U He JBUTAJIack, a BTopas pPyKa.... Kak TOJIbKO OH e¥ mepraHy, TyT XKe
1oJTy4yasla aHaJIOTUYHBIY yaap 1 6e3BOIBHO IIOBUCTIA.

OSTH [IBOe PaCKPHUIM KHUTY H... He UMesI BO3MOKHOCTH OTBEPHYTHLCS MMapeHb 3aKPhUI I'Jla3a, IOHUMas,
YTO IIOCMOTPH OH B KHUTY HE CIIYYUTCS HUUero xopoiurero. Ho, ero riasa Gbi MOMEHTAJIBHO
OTKPHITHL CUJIOHN, BTOPEIM yOuiinieit. O6pedyeHHBIN B3TJIA[ IOHOILIN CMOTPEN Ha IYCThle CTPaHUIII
KHUTHY, HAa KOTOPHIX NIPSIMO IIepel HUM Havyasiu GOpMUPOBAThLCS KaKue-TO CUMBOJIEL ¥ n300paxeHus. A
B pa3yMe 3a3Bydasl Yel-TO MATKUY LIETOT.

- mu Ko MHe, OyOb psigmoM co MHOM! Moy Ko MHe, BCTaHb PSIOOM co MHOM! Mmwu...

Ero mypmaHun 6e300HHBIN 30B, OH IOPOXKaJ Kak AUTS U He MOT OTOPBaTh CBOM B30p OT KHUTH,
JKaX[a CJIBIIATL 9TOT MATKHUH IIENOT, OH OBUT UM O4YapoBaH.
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BHyTpu pa3ymMa HEM3BECTHOTO CYIIECTBA.

B nmpakTuyecku pa3pylleHHOM 3ajie, TOTPYyKeHHOM BO TbMY, [IBE€ CYIITHOCTH C HEKUM HHTEPECOM
HaOJTI0Many 3a MPOUCXOISIITIM.

- EMy «IIPOMEBIBAOT» PA3yM, HO HE BTOPIalOTCA B MEHTAJIbHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO... KdaK CTPAHHO, -
BBIPpA3HJIad CBO€E BUMIEHBE IIpouCXoOAmero TyMaiHadsa CYyITHOCTE.

- [Toxozke, 3TO JOBOJIbHO IIPUMUTHUBHEIM CII0CO0 U KpaliHe HeHaJgeXKHBIN, XOTS... YYUTHIBas C1ab0CTh
MECTHBIX JKUTEJIEH, 3TO BIIOJIHE... COPa3MEPHOe [IeMCTBUE, Belb UCII0Ib30BaTh 60JIee TPOABUHYTHIE
crtoco0Orl, 6ymeT 6eCCMBICIIEHHO, eCJTU OCTAaTOYHO U 3TOT0. XOTs, HE HCKII0YEHO, YTO OHU IIPOCTO He
yMeroT 060bIlero, Kak Bel TaM Ha3Balu UX MpefeIbHble YPOBHU CHIIHI?

- A, THI 00 3TOM... TYT HET CYILIECTB CUIbHEE YPOBHEN XU, U Mapoyka ypoBHs MncunoH. Ho, Kak g1 u
O0BSICHSJI IPaKTUYECKY, BCe U3 HUX IIOKKWHYB 3Ty IJIaHETY, YTPATST BCIO CUITY.

- [Ia... Bot a1 Xu u MnicunoH, KaxXyTCs MHE BCE PaBHO CTOJIb 3HAKOMUM TEPMUHAMHU... -
3aqyMYMBOCTh @JIOT0 CTYCTKa Oblna HelooeIbHOM.

- MouMm cnoBam Helb3s 66301"OBOp0‘-IHO OOBEPsATH, 4 CaM JIUIIEH OoJIbIIIeH YacTu IIaMATH, HO KaKHe-TO
06H.II/Ie 3HAaHHA... IOMHIO, BEPOATHO, 3TO OTHOCUTCS K HUM.

- {1 morumaro Bac, HO [j1g MeHA U 3TO yKe 4TO-TO...

- Tebe HAOO IIPOCTO BEPHYTHCS B CBOE TEJIO ¥ CJIOMATh 3TY...



- O! cmotpure!

- XM... KaK UHTEPECHO, CYIIHOCTh U3... - HACTYIIKJIa TUIIXHA, TYMaHHas CYyIIHOCTb OYATO «3aBUCIIa»
IBEITASICh IIOHSATH, YTO XOTEJIa CKa3aTh.

- ... 51 He TIOMHIO KaK 3TO Ha3hIBa€TCH... HO 3TO KaK OTpaXkKeHue MaTepraabHOr0 MUpa, HO He COBCEM
TOYHOE OTpaxkeHue. {1 nelCTBUTENIbHO He IOMHIO... - B 9TOT MOMEHT CYIIHOCTh CMOTpeJIa Ha
IPU3PAYHYI0 QUTYPY MEABENs MOKPHITOTO TYCKJIEIM 3€JIEHBIM KOHTYPOM HEKOUM SHEPTuH, KOTopas
IIOSIBUJIACh U3 BO3[yXa X OOHUM yOapoM Jiallbkl CHeCJIa TOJI0BY TOMY, KTO JepaKaJ I0HOIIY 3a ropo.
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[Tocne TOTO Kak yAepKUBAOIIKY ero yOUHIla JIOIIUICS TOMOBE, OT MOITHOTO YAapa, JOBOJIHHO
O0JIBHOTO 3BEPST BOKPYT KOTOPOTO CBETUIACOCH HEUTO IIOX0KEe Ha MUCTHUECKYIO CHITy 3€JIEHOT'0
IIBETA, HO MOIMOOHOTO 3BEPS S HE BUMea paHee Ha AnbTape. Kaccusn ke ocen Ha 1oJ1 6e3BOIBHOM
KYKJI0H. B TO BpeMs KaK BOKPYT 3aBsi3ajiach CXBaTKa ABYX PYII. B omHOM OBLIK Te YOUUITH B CEPHIX
TI/TalaxX, KOTOPOoe OKa3aIuCh B MEHBIIMHCTBE, B TO BPEMSs KaK Ha HUX Hallajla TPYINa B YePHBIX
OIeSTHUSIX C 30JI0THIMU OKAHTOBKAMH.

4 Habmiofanma co CTOPOHBI, TOIBKO HEeJaBHO MpHAsA B co3HaHue. O6e TPYNIIE UM He 00paTUiIu Ha
MeHS BHAMaHue, UM CYUTAIM, YTO S He CTOJNIb OTlacHa Kak MX MPOTUBHUK U He TpaTUJIX M0Ka Ha
MeHs BpeMsi. CamMoe YOUBUTENBHOE B 3TOM CXBaTKe OBIIIO TO, UTO HE OJHA U3 CTOPOH He u3fdalia HU
3BYKa, CJIBIIIHEI, OUJIH JIUIIb TyIeHUST aKTUBUPYEMBIX MUCTHYECKHUX HAaBBIKOB M YOapaMu MeTaslla
OPYT O ApyTa, KaK ¥ PedKue BLICTPEJIH CO CTOPOHEI I'PYIIIEL B CEPHIX ITalax. I'pynna youiin
MCII0/Ih30BaJia Pa3fInyHble CIIOCOOHOCTH CBSI3aHHBIE C METAJIJIOM, TYT JIeTa/li KaK UTJIbl TaK U KOMbS U
naxe KOTbs, TMOSBIISINCh MEeTalIMYeCKre CTEHE. B To BpeMs Kak UX MPOTUBHUKY B Y4ePHOU OfeXkKIe
C 30JI0TOM OKaHTOBKOM MCIIOJIb30BaIM HEKYI0 OUEHb 3HAKOMYI0 MHE MUCTUUYECKYIO CUITY, OHI
MCIT0/Ih30BaIK 3JIEMEHT ThMBI, B KOTOPOM OBINIa MPUMeCh KpaliHe PeIKoro caMoro 1o cebe ajeMeHTa
CBeTa, HO... 00befMHEHNWe ThbMBI U CBETA, TyCTh ¥ B TAKOM CTPAHHOM KOMOMHAIIWM... 3TO BeMb... HE
MOTYT ObITH OHU ITpaBpaa? He MoryT 6bITh cnyxkutenu McturHoro Co3pmaTens?! HackKombKo s IIOMHIO,
TOJIBKO eMy OBIJIM ITO[IBJTaCTHEI ABa JUaMeTPAJIbHO IIPOTUBOIIOIOXKHEIX 3JIEMEHTA, ThMHBI U CBETa.
KoTopsrle, MacTepCKy 3aMefJIsifii MPOTUBHUKA PA3/IMYHBIMU JIOBYIIKAMU, OTPaHUYUBAJIA €TI0
BOCIIPUSITHE U YTOJl 0030pa, II0C/e Yero yoOuBanu eqUHCTBEHHBIM MOTHUEHOCHBIM CMEPTETbHEIM
yaapoM.

Ho Torga, 4To 9T0 3a 3BEph C OKPYKAIIIeH ero 3eJIeHOM MUCTUYECKOU 9HEPTUEX U OH KaXKeTCH,
OynTO CTAaHOBUTCS NMPO3PAyHbIM, KOT'TIa ero MEITAl0TCS aTakKoBaTh. Cpenu IPYIILl B 4ePHO-30I0THIX
omesTHUSIX OBIJT OUeHb CTPAHHO HETHIM MPeCTaBUTe b, [IOMUMO TOTO, YTO OH KaK MHE IT0KA3aJIoCh He
WCIT0/Ih30Ba/I MUCTUYECKYIO CUIIY... €T0 OfeXK/a, He Y3HATh €€ ObII0 Obl ITPeCcTyIIeHueM. OT0 ObUIH
OofesHUA IpUHapiexauy Apkaaudeckou mnepuu, npruyeM KOMY-TO BEICOKOTO paHra, Tak Kak
IIJTACTUHEI €T0 HarpyoHUKa OBIIM II0X0KY Ha XUTHH, a €T0 UCI0JIb30BaJId TOJIHKO B BEICOKOK/IACCHBIX
mocriexax MIUCTUKOB TOro BpeMeHU. Ho 3Tu 6e3 coMHEeHUS nereHjapHble MUCTUKH, JaHO YMEPIH. ..
OTKyfa y Hero 9Ta ofexpaa? OH HaCIeJHUK KOTO-TO M3 9TUX MUCTHUKOB UM IIPOCTO, KTO-TO KOMY
TIOBE3J10 HAUTH MOmOOHYIO IIeHHOCTh?



[Toka s1 06 3TOM pa3MHIILIsIIA, CTapasiCh He BHIABATh CBOE, IPUCYOUB, TPYIINa YOUNI B CEPHIX
TTallaxX U3PSAHO COKPATUIach, THOe-TO BalSIUCh TPYIE, B TO BpEMS KaK I'PyIIa B Y€PHO-30I0THIX
OHEesTHUSIX TOXKe CTajla MeHbIle, HO UX TPYIIOB OBIJIO He BUTHO.

O6e TPYIIIIBI 3aHSAJIN BEI2KUOATEIbHYIO ITO3UIUI0 TOTOBBIE BHOBL CXJIECTHYTLCSI, TOJIBKO CTpaHHbeI
3BepPb, Ka3aJI0Ch MOTEPSII MHTEPEC K MPOUCXOASIIEeMY U TPOCTO CUAeN psimoM ¢ Kaccuanom 6yaTo
CYMTas eTo CBOeH moObIue Uy oxpaHss... Kak TONbKO 5 mepeBerna B3TJISA Ha 3TOTO 3BEPSi, OH
MOMEHTAJIBHO 00epPHYJICS KO MHE, HAIllX B3TJISIABI BCTPETHUIIKCS... B T1a3aX 3BEPS BCIIBIXHYIT
3eJIeHOBATHIN CBET. [Tocie Yero aToT 3BePh KaKUM-TO HEBEIOMBIM 00pa30M OKa3aJCst PSIOM CO MHOH,
U YTO-TO TSIKEJIOE YIIasio Ha MEHs, IPUOABUB K TOJy. [Ipu 9TOM... pSIIOM CO MHOM Ha IIOJ TYT XKe
IPU3EMIIMIIOCH BCE €3¢ OBIIIaBIINe KaK 0Ka3anoch Teno Kaccusna. [laBneHre Ha MO0 CIIUHY 0Cnabiio
¥ S1 TIOTIBITAJIaCh TIOBEPHYTHCS. S BMECTe C TeJIOM IOHOIIY jieXkaJjla IPaKTUYECKH IO JIallaM# 3TOTO
3Bepsi, KOTOPHIX 6e3 0co00ro MHTEpeca CMOTPesI Ha mojie OUTH, He ofpalias Ha HaC HUKAKOIo
BHUMAHHS... HO KaK TOJIBKO 51 IBUHYJIA PYKOH, Jlalla 3BEPs TyT XKe MOIBUHYJIach KO MHe, 0e3 CJI0B
TIOKA3bIBast, YTO He JIy4Ille He OIBUTATHCS, €CITM He X0UY IOJyYUTh 3TOM camou namoi. K coxaneHuio
WY CYaCThI0 Y MeHS He OblsIo G0sbille 0630pa Ha MPOXCXOASAIINY 00, a MOX CUJIBI BHOBb Hadaslu
MEHS TOKUAATh...

)k

CHYCTﬂ OEeCATOK MHUHYVT.

- CoXruTe 9Ty epUTUUECKYI0 KHUTY, yOelTe BCeX MapUuOHETOK, - IPO3BYyYasl KOMaHIHBINA, HO MATKUAN
CTap4yecKuul Tojoc OT YyeJioBeKa B ofesHUsAX MMiepruu ApKaHHL.

[Tocre yero oH mOOIIIEN K 3BEPI0 ¥ YTO-TO TOMY IIPOIIEITall, I He CIIBIIIana YTO KMEHHO, HO... 3BePhb
OTOIIIeN OT Hac ¥ OyKBaJIbHO PAaCcTBOPUIICS B BO3AyXe OyATO ero HUKOT{a He OblI0, Temeps s Obia
yBEpPEHHa, YTO 3TO OBLI KaKOK-TO YYOHOM MUCTUYECKUIL 3BEPE.

- Brl B co3HaHUU? - 06paTUIICS KO MHE CTaPYeCKU T0JI0C.

- Ia, Cap. C KeM uMelo 4eCTh pa3roBapuBaTh? - MPOMU3HECIIA I HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBIIIO BO3MOIKHO
6ompo, HO OPOXKEb B TOJI0CE U €1ab0CTh 0YEHb IIPOCTO BEI@BaIll MO€e pealbHOe COCTOSTHUE.

- 8 3Hal0, KTO BHL... ¥ 9TOT0 MOCTATOYHO jenu JIyHapus ACTpauc, TO eCTh, Celiyac Bbl KaXKeTCs
Kpacc BaiicMmaH, - MATKHY T'OJIOC CTaPYEeCKHUH TOJIOC Ka3al0Ch He UCIEITHBA HUKAKUX SMOLMY 10
IIOBOZY TOTO, YTO Iepef HUM NoapKaHUYecKas [BOPsSiHKa, 60jiee TOro, OH Ha3BaJl CTaphlil TUTYI,
KOTOPHIM B HAHHBIM MOMEHT COXPAHUIIM UIG JIamackl ¥ TO HOMUHAIBHO. [I715 cTapuKa 3TO OBIIO
IIPOCTO MEXKIY [AEJIOM.

- Ho Bce ke K10 Brl Cap?

- leBOUYKa, He 3aJaBail ITUIIHUX BOIIPOCOB, Ha KOTOP&BIE€ ThHI HE XOYEIllb ceiyac 3HaTh OTBETHI, - HE
CMOTP4A Ha TO, YTO I'OJIOC OCTaBaJICAd MATKHUM, OH ABHO HOaJl IIOHATH, YTO A HE B TOM IIOJIO2KEHUH,



YTOOHI 3aaBaThb BOIIPOCHI.

- XM... Kaccuan.. KaccusH... CaMmmaHyc, a HelHe AcTpanuc Jlamnnac, unu yxe HeT? Kak, HaBepHoe,
3aMeyaTeIbHO BHOBD JIeKaTh 0e3 Co3HaHus, - OyATO pasroBaprBas caM co00M mOHecCs U3 oI MacKu
CTApYeCcKuil MSITKHI T0oI0c, - [Bapausi, STUX JBOUX COMPOBOAUTH K TPAHCIIOPTHON MATpPHUIIE, MBI
YXOOUM.

Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €IIlé He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pegakTUpyeTcs
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