— Murnopn, Bbl BCE-TaK¥ PELIUIH BHIMTH.

[TpekpacHOe JUTs IPOKU3BEJI0 Ha MEHS TaKoe CHJIbHOE BIleYaTJieHHe, YTOo 5T He MOTJIa OTOPBATh OT
HETO TJIa3, OOHAKO IOCJIe CJIOB aabI0TaHTa ['epliora BCE-Taku 3acTaBuiia ce0st 0TBeCTH B3risad. Ho
maxke TOrda Mepeq MOMM B30POM BCE €INE CTOSIIU €T0 YEPHBIE BOJIOCH ¥ 30JI0THCTHIE I'J1a3a.

— JTronaH, - mo3Bast I'epIior cTpamHbEM, IPOOUPAOIIAM 10 KOCTEH T'0JI0COM, B3 KOTOPOTO HCUYEe3IIH
Te TEIJIble HOTKY, IIPUCYTCTBOBABIIIME IIPU OOIIEHUH CO MHOM. 1 ejBa MOTIJIa ABIIIATH B TAKOH
TSI2KEJI0M 00CTAaHOBKE.

— [la, oTe1.

— [Touemy THI 30€CH?

ManpuuK MOmHSII T'OJIOBY M 3aroBOpPHJI, YCTAaBUBIINCE BOBCE HE Ha MOEro HOBOI'O OTIl4, a Ha MEHM:

— {4 ycnblman, 4To Ipre3kaeT MOS CeCTpa.

— XM... - IPOTSIHYJI My>K4YMHA ¥ CIIPOCUJI, YTO XKe ChIH AyMaeT I10 TI0BOZY BCeH 3TOU CUTYyalUuu. -
IJaBHEHBKO TH He IIOCTYyNal Tak, Kak Tebe 3abmaropaccymuTcs. 4 BCIO LOPOTY Clofia XOTeJl Bac
TI03HAKOMMUTb.

HpI/II.T.U'IOCB MHE CHOBaA OITYCTHUTB B3T'JIAA HAa MaJIb4YHKa, BEOb TepOor gep2Kajl MEHA Ha PYKaX. qa HEePBHO
CXKaJla ero KaM301I.

— Jro Peiiuen me JnbpaHm, U Temepsb OHa OyaeT XKuTh ¢ HaMu. CKOpo OHa cTaHeT Peiiuen me JIeoH.

OH cka3ain, Jleon? Heyxenu OH TOBOPUT O TOU caMoy ceMbe JleoH? Tak, morogure-Ka MUHYTKY.
3ano3pmanoe 0CO3HAHKE HAKPHIJIO MEeHS C TOJIOBOM. f KMHYIIa OIIeIOMIEHHEIN B3TISAM Ha ['epora, a
TOT IIPOH3UTEJNILHO IOCMOTPETI HA MEHS B OTBET.

— BEI 1eiCcTBUTEIIFHO IIOX0XKHU.

Ha xoro, 4épT BO3bMH, 5 I10X0XKa?

¢ Bumesa, 4YTO BCIO JOPOTY Clofa MyK4YKMHA II0YeMY-TO IOTJISIABIBAI HAa MEHS, U MHe ObIJI0 OYeHb
m000IBITHO, YeM OBITT BEI3BAH TaKOM mHTepec. [loueMy ke OH, BBHICIINM apUCTOKPAT, CTAJl MOUM
KPECTHBIM OTIIOM, ¥ O KOM OyMaJl, TTISAs Ha MeHs? B aToMm Mupe s Befb Obljla OOMHAKOBO IOX0XKa Kak
Ha OTIa, TaK ¥ Ha MaTh.

Mowu u3yMpyaHO-3e/IEHEIE BOJIOCH, CBEPKABIIKE Ha COJIHIE TIOTOOHO POCCHITK OPATrOIeHHBIX KAMHEH,



IOCTaNMCh MHE OT OTIIa, @ TEMHO-CUHUeE, CTIOBHO HOUYHOe Hebo IIoce 3aKaTta, I'lasa - OT MaTepHu.

— Pa3 s TBOM KPECTHBHIM OTell, TO BO3bMY TeO0s II0J CBOIO OIEKY, TaK YTO He CTECHSINUCS TOBOPHUTD,
ecnu Tebe 4TO-TO TOHAHOOUTCS. B MOEM IMOMecCThe Tak XKe YIOTHO, KaK U B BallleM, - BOPYT CKa3all
MHe TepIIoT, ¥ I'JIa3a ero, Ka3aaoch, OLUIM Ha MOKPOM MECTE OT BOCIIOMUHAHUM.

VX THI, HEYKeJIU MOM KPECTHHIM TaKOM HeBePOSTHHIUA? BCE, Kak B punbMmax?

— Tol - guTst JIafiama. A 3HAUMT, THI 71T MeHSI KaK MOM COOCTBEHHOM PEOEHOK.

OH HaKOHeI] YHSJI MO€ JTI00O0IIRITCTBO, ¥ 9TO YMEHBIIUIO0 MOU TPEBOTH.

['eprior MSATKO yOpas BOJIOCH! C MOETO JIHIIA, TPOAO0JIZKAas Ha MEHSI CMOTPETH, a 5 MOKpacHesa OT
CMYILIEHHUS.

4 cmora ynoBuTh BEIPaXKeHUE €ro JIUIA, KOT[a OH IPOM3HEC UMS MOET0 OTIja. B TOT MOMEHT ero
B3TJISIMI, B KOTOPOM CMEIIIa/INCh HETIOHATHAS TOCKa U 6e3ymue, oOpaTuiics Ko MHe. OgHAKO HAa CaMOM
iefie OH Pa3TJIsiAbIBAJl BOBCE HE MEHS - MYXKUYKMHA BRIMCKMBAJ BO MHE KaXXOYI0 MEJI0Yb, KOTOpast
HarmoMuHasa Obl eMy 0 MOEM OTIIE. A 51 TPOCTO 3a HUM Habiomana.

4 BuUpena, KaK CUIbHO OH €ero Jito0uI, TOHKMasla 3TO 110 er0 HeXKHBEIM TPUKOCHOBEHUSIM K MOEMY
TUITY.

Torpa 51 ¥ oco3HaIa HaKOHeI, 4To momana B Mup BL Be6TyHa «B KyKOIbHOM HOMUKE XKHUBET €II€ OTHaA
KyKya». TaM OBLJI0 HECKOJIBKO SIOMHBIX IIap, CPeu KOTOPHIX OBIJIM ¥ HAIlld OTIIHL. Tereps s MOHKMaJla,
yeM OBIJIM BhI3BaHHI BCE 3TH JKECTHI U CJIOBa 'epIiora, u MoYyBCTBOBaja cebsi CIIOKOMHee.

IIo TOTO, KaK s Clofja IIprexasa, MHe Ka3aloch, OYATO s OCTOPOKHO CTYIA0 110 TOHKOMY 1bay. Becé
3TO HMYEM He OTJIMYaloCh OT TOTO BPEMEHH, KOTfla 5T 3aYUThIBajach HOBEJIJIaMH ¥ BeOTyHaMH, Kak
cyMmacinenias, 4Tobsl c6exkaTh OT CypOBOM PeasibHOCTH.

OmHako Temneps g IIOHKMAJIa, YTO IIePEePOANIIach B Tejle mepcoHaxa u3 BL BeOTYyHa, KOTOPHIH YnTana
B IIPOIJIO¥ KU3HU, a MOM JTI0OOUMEIM Tepol cefyac CTOSJI IPSIMO IIePEN0 MHOM.

VMEeHHO B TOT MOMEHT S ¥ 0CO3HaJjla CMEICTI MO HOBOHM XU3HH.

¢ To M meo MOTJISIABIBAIa TO HA MAJIbuYKMKa, KOTOPHIHM BCE TaKxXKe Ha MEeHS ISJIUIICS, TO Ha replora,
0e3ydacTHO [epxKaBIIero MeHs Ha pyKaX, He TOBOPS HHU CJIOBa.

Mou riasa BCTPETUIIUCE C 30JIOTEIMU I'/la3aMU MadJIb9YMKd, CBEPKABIINMHA CTOJIb APKO, HO B TO XKe
BpeMS U3JIy4dBIIMMU MOPO3.



JIronimaH ge JleoH.

Mot m00UMYHK.

Crapias cecTpeHKa 0053aTebHO Tebe TOMOXKET.

)%k

CHauana ['ep1ior 0TBEN MeHSI B IPOCTOPHYIO ¥ KPAaCOYHYI0 KOMHATY, KOTOpas OTHBIHE MOJIKHa Oblyla
CTaTh MOEH.

4 neITamack coOpaThCS C MBICIISIMY, JIeXKa Ha IIMPOKOM SPKOM KPOBaTH, 3aHWMABIIEH IeJIbli YToJl.

BeOTyH «B KyKOJIBHOM OOMMKE XKHUBET €II€ OHA KYKJIa» BHIITYCKAJICS Ha MPOTSIKEHUU MHOTHX JIET U
CTaJl HeBEPOSITHO MONYJISPeH, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TaM O4YeHb IOAPOOHO ONMKUCHIBAIUCH BCE YYBCTBA U
CTpamaHus repoes. 5 ke ero momoduta u3-3a JIoIMHA, KOTOPHIM B 9TOM UCTOPUH OBIN ['epIiorom.

OH OBl MaIbYUKOM C II€YaJIbHbIM ITPOLUTHIM - B IETCTBE HaJ HUM CHJIbHO U37eBasics otell. [la, TOT
cambii ['epior, KOTOPHIY IPUBE3 MeHS crofa!

ITegpo me JleoH.

TeMm He MeHee JIionMaH He MOT U IIJIOXOT'O CJIOBa CKa3aTh 00 oTie. [TocTapaoch 00BSICHUTD CUTYaIUIO
BKparTIie: Ilempo ObIT HacIegHUKOM OGHOT0 MHOTroo0eratorero 'epiiorctea. Eciu 661 BAPyT
IOHAM00HUIOCH TOMHSATE Med, OH OBl CHesall, Kak mpruKa3aHo. Kpome Toro, oH OB BEICIIAM
ApHUCTOKPATOM, a 3HAYUT, lazKe B MOJIOJOCTH IIPEICTaBIIsAI COO0M CaMO BOIIOIIEHNE 3JIeTaHTHOCTH U
XOPOIIINX MaHep.

Ho u oH He cMor u30exkXaTh OMHOTO CKaH/Iala - YTO XKEHIIUHE eT0 He MHTepecyoT. He To 4TOOH OH
WX HEHaBU[IEJI, TPOCTO eMy IIPETHUII 3alaxX uX AyxoB. [Iegpo ¥ caMoMy Ka3aloCh 3TO CTPAHHBIM, HO
TOT7Ia OH He MPHIaBall 3TOMY OOJBIIOTO 3HAYEHHUS, CITHCAB BCE HA TO, YTO ¥ HETO IMIPOCTO CIIUIIKOM
yyTKoe 060HsHKME. EMy Ka3amoch 9TO ¢1ab0CThi0, T0O3TOMY 3TOT (DaKT OH PELIU OT BCEX YTAUTh.

Ho B TOT mens, korga [Tegpo ucnonHumoch 15 neT, oH BCTPETHI MOero oTia, JlalilaMa e SnbpaHmaa.
KpacuBoro ManbyuKa ¢ U3yMPYOHEIMA BOJIOCAMU U TEMHO-CUHUMHU T'JIa3aMy, IIPSIMO KakK ¥ MeHSI.

ITegpo BmioOumcs B Jlafiama C MepBOro B3IJIsia. BrepBrle ero cepille Mpyu B3TJsaAe Ha KOT0-TO OMIOCH
CTOJIb OBICTPO, YTO OBITIO TOTOBO BOT-BOT BHIIPHITHYTh U3 TPYAU. ITO U 3aCTABUIIO €T0 0CO3HATH,
KaKOT'0 YeJI0BeKa OH BCEera MCKall.

«0O, IMEHHO €ero 5 UCKaJl BCIO XKU3Hb», — OyMaJl OH.



Henpo OBIT He €IUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO BIIIOOMJICS B TOT IeHb - MO OTeI] TOXKe C IepBOro B3rjidnoa
BOCIIBIIAJ JIIOOOBBIO K Fepuory. U onu peniniini Pa3BUBATh CBOM OTHOILIEHUS, Ha JIIOOAX IIPUTBOPAACH
JINIOb OPY3bsAMHA.

Opuako He OBIBaeT AbIMa 0€e3 OTHS - IT03TOMY CO BpeMeHeM UX Hadajlu Iofo3peBaTh. [IpuuéM He abbl
KTO, a caM oTel] [Tlegpo, 3aMeTHBIINY, YTO MEXKAY ABYMS MaJbYUKaMU TBOPUTCS YTO-TO HenagHoe. OH
JKe CTaJl Ha4yaJioM KOHIIA UX CYaCThA.

Torpa Ilempo u Jlattamy 6b110 1m0 17 yeT. MX, CTpacTHO 1eJI0BaBIIMXCS B KaKUX-TO ITOKOSX, ITOMMas Ha
ropsiueM otell. FOHBIH ['epIior OB IOTPSICEH, KOTTa MyK4MHa, BCerfla CMOTPEBIINi Ha HETO C
TEIJIOTOM U TaCKOU, BOPYT OKUHYI €ro B3TISA0M, IIOIHBIM IIPE3PEHUs U OTBPallleHHU .

C Tex mop 'eplior gepzkaj ChIHa B €2KOBHIX pyKaBuillaXx. OH u30MBal MalbYuKa «B BOCIUTATEIbHBIX
IeJISTX», CUMTAsI eTr0 IICUXUYECKH HEe3MOPOBLIM.

He B cumax CMUPHUTBCS C TEM, UTO €T0 CHIH - TOMOCEKCYanucT, ['epIior HOBEN ero [0 mpenena. B
KOHIIe KOHII0B, [Iefipo XKEeHUJICS Ha TOM, KOTOPYIo BrIOpas ero orell. KoHeyHo, OH BUHUII cebs 3a TO,
yTO npenan Jlafiama, HO OBITT BEIHYKIEH MPUTYIUTh CBOM YYBCTRBaA.

OcraBuB CBOIO J1I000Bb B IIPOILITIOM, OH CTaJl KAaTh, KOTTla POOUTCS ero HacnenHUK. [lenpo xoTen
yBaXkaTh CBOIO XKeHY U ObITH JIIOOSIIMM OTIIOM, XOTSI €T0 CEPJALle BCE elné npuHaanexano Jlattamy. O
PEIInJI, YTO CTAHET JIYYIIUM OTIIOM, YeM €T'0 COOCTBEHHBIH.

Opuaxko 'eplior Tak u He coepkai cBoero obemlanusi. Kak ToIbpKO OH YBUOET TUI0 pebeHKa, ero
OXBAaTHJIO BHYTPEeHHEe HerogoBaHue. ManburK OBIT II0X0K BOBCE HE Ha HEr0 ¥ He Ha ero XeHy, a Ha
OTIIA.

— AX, MHe OIISITh CTaJIO JKaJIKO CBOETro TI0MMYHKa.

BcnomMHUB nipenrIcTOpHIo BeOTYHA, 51 MPOTSKHO B3moxHYyna. Ho 06BuHSATE ['ep1iora, He BOH[S B €T0
IIOJI0OKEHME, TOXKE HellpaBU/IbHO. Belb Hai HUM TOYHO TaKXKe M3[eBalliCh... BipoueM, maxke 3TO He
OTIpaBHBIBAJIO TOTO, KaK OH MOCTyIan ¢ JlronuasoMm.

— Kak ke BCE 3amyTaHHO...

Moeli ke camo¥t 60bII0M MTPo6IeMOoii OBIIO TO, YTO 5 CTajla MJTafllel cecTpol ManbuuKa. I1o
OpUTHHAIBHO 3afiyMKe, Peiiuen moiIKHa BEIPACTH 3JI0AEHKOM. [la OHO U IMTOHSTHO, 0COOEHHO
yUMTHIBAs, Kak ['epiior Ko MHe 0THOCUTCS. OH caM BOCIIMTAJI €€ TaK, YTO AEBYIIKA CTajla B OTKPHITYIO
IIpe3upaTh UM UTHOPHPOBAThL CBOEro OparTa.

Ho na camom fene oHa XoTena 3adllOJTYYHUTDb JliormmaHa cebe.

Ha manbumka OBITO IIPUATHO CMOTPETEL B €TI0 OOBLIYHOM COCTOSTHHH. OpHako, Korma Ha ero Jule



paciBeTasna ynbi0Ka, OH Ka3aJiCsl CTOIh HEBUHHEIM U ITPEKPaCHBIM, MOO00HO Yapyolled CBOUM BUIOM
YEPHOU po3e.

Y ell X0TENIOCH 3alI0JIyYUTh B CBOM PYKU 3TOT YyHAECHBIM I[BETOK, YCHIITAHHBIN 30JI0THIM IIOPOIIKOM,
II03TOMY B HafexXfe IOTYUHUTH ero cebe Peliuen u usgeBanach Hap JlonuaHoM. [IyCTs OH OTKPHITO
HUKOTTa ¥ He BBICKAa3bIBaJl, YTO JyMaeT O cecTpe, Peliues cTana g HEro caMbIM pa3fgpazxKaioliuM
YeJIOBEKOM Ha CBETe U TOH, KOTO OH HeHaBHAeJI 00JIbIlle OCTAIbHEIX.

IeByIKa, KOTOpas HUYEro He 3HaJjla O €ro YyBCTBaX, CTaja ele 6ojee ogepKUMa UM I10CJIe CMEPTH
l'epnora. OgHako K ToOMy BpeMeHHU JIolaH yKe 3auHTepecoBascs APYTUM IJIaBHEIM repoeM, Chio.

OH He oTmaBay cebe 0TYETa B CBOMX YYBCTBAX, HO HE MOT CiepKaTh PEBHOCTH, Korfa Chlo CMOTPeE
Ha KOT0-TO [IPYTOTO.

— O, uTo Xe MHe OeJaTh?

Koneuno, Cbio MHeE Toxe OLLJIO OUeHb JKaJjlb, HO ceiyac 3To OBLI0 He TaK BaxkHO. CaMoe IIaBHOE -
3TO CUACThe MOEro JII0OMMUYMKA ¥, eCTEeCTBEHHO, MO COOCTBEHHEBIN KOHEII.

ITo croxerty, Peftuen momxHa Oblyla yMepeTh B puHase u3-3a JlionuaHa. [lepeq MOMMU T1a3aMu [0
CHX TIOP CTOSIJIa Ta CIIeHa C 3aHeCEHHBIM HaJ Hell MedoM.

C Tex II0p 4 CTalla o6pa1.uaTb BHMMaHMe Ha TO, KaKHe JKe BCE-TaK{ TOHKHE 3alsCThs Y ME€H4A OBIIH.

TyK-TyK.

OT BHE3aITHOTO CTYKa S BCKOYHMIIa C KpoBaTu. MHTepecHO, 9T0 ['epIior nmpuinen?

— Jla, BOMKTE, - BEXKJIUBO OTBETHIIA S, TOCIIEITHO pal3rjaaxKuBasi CKIaKH Ha IIJIaThe.

IBepb OTKpHITIa TOPHUYHAS, KOTOpas cpa3y 2Ke MeHs ITOIIPUBETCTBOBAIA.

— Jlengu, MeHs 30ByT IMOep. MeHst Ha3HauWIKM paboTaTh Ballled TUYHOM TOpHUYHOM. Ecnu y Bac
BO3HUKHYT BOIIPOCH UJIM BaM YTO-HUOYOb ITOHamoOuTcs, obpaiaiiTech KO MHE.

— [IpusTHO MO3HAKOMUTECS, IMOED.

— Bri ronmopHEI? - cIpocuiia OHa, a s BAPYT U IIpaBfa [I0YyBCTBOBaja rojof. A Beob TOYHO, HOBBIU
OTell TakK ¥ He [Jajl MHe HUYero MepeKyCuTh.

— Hy, pa3Be 4TO HEMHOTO... - MHE Ka3aJIOCh, UYTO Y MEHs B 2KHBOT€ BOT-BOT BOJIKH 3daBOIOT, HO 4 BE€Ib



Oblyia 6JIarOPOTHOM MOJIOMOM JTe[d, a 3HAYUT, MHE OBIJIO He TI0JI0KEHO JXXKaXKOaTh eObl. ITO BOUIH B
MOIO TOJIOBY €Illé B CaMOM [eTCTBE, II03TOMY 5 CTajla TAKOH.

— lepuior pacnopsiouics MogaTh CEroOoHs TPaHANO3HbHM 00en. 1 Mory IpUHECTH BaM 3aKyCKU U HaW,
YTOOBI HEMHOTO YTOJIUTE TOJION.

— Xopor1o.

— Torga mOmOXKANWTE OOHY MUHYTKY, II0KANyiCTa, - BEXKJIMBO OpPOCHIIA OHA U BBIIIIA U3 KOMHATHL. 4
IpUCesia Ha OWBaH, a 3BYK €€ IIar0B B KOPUIOPE CTHX.

HyzxHo OBI7I0 TOAYMaTh O TOM, YTO MHE JieflaTh B OYAYIIEM: UTO IPEAIPUHATh, YTOOR TIOMOYb MOEMY
MOOUMYMKY, ¥ KaK IIOCTYIaTh, YTOOH! IIPOKUTE NONTYIO ¥ CYACTIUBYIO KU3Hb.

A 3aTeM s BOPYT BCIIOMHUJIA OOHY MaJIeHbKYIO JeTallb U3 MOey IIPOLIol XKUu3Hu. U3 Bcero, 4To 4
yyuTasaa, UMEHHO K 3TOMY BeOTYHY 5 BIIepBhIe B XKU3HU HaIlKcalla THEBHBIM OT3HIB.

0O, He MOXKeT OBITh.

— TonpKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO S IO3TOMY Clofa Iomnasal
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