CroaHbloaHb Mo 3e Y3HaJI O IIpo3ommenieM y2Ke HECKOJIEKO OHeH CIIyCT.

Myxu4rHa CTOSITT BHYyTPU UMIIEPATOPCKOro ABopua CooaHbl0aHb, CLIENINB PYKH 3a CIIMHOU U CMOTPS Ha
He0o B3pbIxan npo cebs. HeyouBuTenbHO, YTO OH XK[all ee 3[eCh, HO He BU[IEII ee TEeHEN.
BrIisicHUIIOCH, 4YTO OHa OTIIPaBUIach B KOPOIEBCTBO Aol Bogrl cedaTs xaoc. [TocTosiB HEKOTOpPOE
BpeMs, OH I103BaJl.

— Cepuniit Bonik.

— l'ocnoguu. — CepBIfI Bonk nopoten CHAPYZXKHU U OTCAJIIOTOBAJI, C YXMBIHKOfI CcKaszaB. — ['ocniofuH, y
BaC eCThb OJid MEeHA HpI/IKa3?

Croanbroanb Mo 3e B3rIsSHYI Ha yxMbUIsiomerocs: Ceporo Bonka. Yronku ero pra Osuid He3aMeTHO
BRITSHYTEL. OH OTBEPHYJICS, @ 3aTEM CKa3ajl HU3KHUM T'0JIOCOM.

— Bo3bpMu KOMaH[y JII0feN, U OTIpasiagucs Ha noMolns ®au L1310.

— A? — Ceperiit Bonk 0511 omenomied. — Kyga? 3HaeTe v Bb, KaKasg UMIEPUS CTaHET CllefyIomien
uensio [Ipuspavynoro [lokTopa?

— Kak THI yMaelb, Ha KaKylo U3 OCTABLINXCS TPeX UMIIEPHi OHa HamafeT nmepBoi? — OH CMOTpen B
He0o, ero rja3a OBUIM TEMHEIMU.

Ceprii Bonik Ha MrHOBEHUe 3a0yMaliCe.

— IIpocnasnennas BocrouHas Mmnepus — caMasi CuibHas Cpefy OCTaBLINXCS TpeX. f myMaro,
[Tpuspaynbi [IOKTOP IIOCTABUT 3Ty UMIIEPUIO Ha mmociiefHee MecTo! YTo KacaeTcs ABYX OPYTHX, TO
OJHA HaXOMMUTCS MOBOJILHO fanieko oT KoponeBcTBa Anoit Bogel, a gpyras 6nuxe K Hemy. Tak 4To, 5
AoyMalo, OHa YHUYTOXKUT UMIieputo y Anou Bopsl.

— Bort kak?

Ceperliii Bonk youBUMIICS, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, U CIIPOCHII.

— HempaBunbHo? — [Tompa3yMeBalt ik ero roCoguH, uTo [Ipu3pauneii [JOKTOp He OyIeT aTaKoBaTh
UMIIEPUIO TTOOTU30CTH?

— Bepnu otpsap B [Ipocnasnennyo Boctounyio MMneputo u xkau ee Tam! — CkomaHnpmoBan Mo 3e
HU3KHUM T'OJIOCOM.

Cepeiii Bonk OB OIIEIOMIIEH, HO BOIIPOCOB 00JIbIlIe HE 3afaBajl. BMECTO 3TOT0 OH OTBETHII



IIOYTUTEJIBHO.

— Cnymatoch. — Pa3 ero rocnofguH Tak cKasaj, OH Oy#eT menaTh, Kak eMy BeneHo! UTak,
OTCaII0TOBaB, OH PeTUPOBacs. [lepeMeCcTuB OTPS, OH CBSI3asCs C TeHbI0 ¥ OTIIPABUIICS B
[IpocnaBnernywo Boctounyio Mmiepuro.

Heb6ecHas ropa Oblna moxoxa Ha KyCOK 0eJIoro CHera B KPOMEIITHOM ThMe HOUM. Ha HOUHOM BeTpy,
Ha CaMOU BEPINUHE, CTOSII CTapUK TSHBI3K B O€JIOM XajlaTe, 3aJI0KUB PYKHU 3a CIMHY, TSNS Ha
OCTIeTIUTeNbHEIe 3B€3MIk B HOUHOM HeOe, 60pMoYa IO HOC OT U3yMJIEeHHS.

— JleliCTBUTENIBHO IOCTOMHA Ha3kBaThCA 3Be31oit Penukca. HebecHylo KaTacTpody MOKHO JIETKO
yIpPeauTh. ITO AEUCTBUTEILHO HEMBICIUMO. TaK HEIIOCTUXKUMO...

— Yuurtens. — Mo YeH, Toxke ofeTHl B 0eJloe, MOHOIIe U BCTaJ IT03aau HETo.

— Mo YeH, otnpasnstics! Otnpasnsiics K Helt. OHa Ta, KTO Pa3pyImUT MpobieMy KU3HU U CMEPTH
TBOera Tena. — OH 06epHyJicS ¥ mocMoTpen Ha Mo YeHa.

Mo YeH OBl HEMHOT'O IIIOKHPOBAH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO U CIIPOCHUIT:

— Pa3Be BH He CKa3a/y, YTO OHA [I03BOJIUT CBOMM yYYeHHMKaM CIIyCTUTHCS C TOPHL TOJIBKO TOTAA, KOTHa
IIPEONioieeT CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO HEBEPOATHYIO pobemy? OHa yXkKe BCce pelmuia’?

[Tpomo Tonbko mon roga. OH crblitan, yTo uMmnepus: ®enukca Obiyia yHuuTOXKeHa. Korpa Toi HOYbIO
OTOHB CXKeT BCe B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ABOPIIe, flaxke CTaphii maTpuapx ®sH u ero xkeHa ObUIH
morpe0eHHl B OTHE. bojee TOTro, X MaJleHbKUYM CHIH OKa3aJICs BO YpeBe cBupernoro 3Beps! ®au 11310
CO CBOMMM POMUTENIIMU U OCTaBIIMMUCS rBapieiiamu O3 yiia ganeko oTtyga. [lonroma He OBIIO O
Hel HOBOCTEM, Kak OyITO OHa MCYe3a U3 MUpa.

B Teuenune 3TOro KOPOTKOTO Mepuoa naxe uMmmepus CroaHbl0aHb MOIBEPTajiach aTakaM CO MHOTHUX
CTOPOH ¥ HaXO[AUIach B cMATeHUHU. BoitHa Mexknay BoceMbio Briciumu MMnepusiMu Ka3anach
Hen30exkHOM. KybTUBATOPH BO BCEX YACTSIX MUPa YYBCTBOBAJIM BpaxkaeOHOe HalpsKeHUe. B 3To
BPEMSI €T0 YUUTeIh HEOXKHUOAHHO IIPUKA3aJl eMy CIIYCTUTHCS ¢ Tophl. OHa coOupasach MOSBUTHCS?

— Xa-xa-xa, OHa 4eJIoBeK, OpocaIui BEI30B HeOecaM. YenoBek, mpenHa3HauYeHHBIN HeOoM,
TIOMCTHHE TPO3€eH. ByKBabHO 3a MONTofja CUTYAIlUs B MUPE CTajla MEHSThCS.
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