— JlaBal BepHEMCH.

— Her, ecTb ogHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO MHE HYXKHO ClIe/IaTh [0 3TOTO.

— Xwm? YTOo UMEeHHO?

Ha Bompoc Jlegauou Koponessl Co [IKyH X0 IIOPBUICS B IIaMSATH.

— THI IBITAEIIBCS OCTAHOBUTH 9Ty aTaky? Tkl UMeeIllb K HUM KaKoe-TO OTHOIIeHue... HeT, HeT
IPUYMH BPaXI0BaTh CO MHOM...

To, uto mpobopMmoTasna Jlegsuast BembMa Bo BpeMst OMTBEI, 3aCTABUIIO €TI0 HACTOPOXKUTHCS.

— TrI, HaBepHOE, He CIIbIIIANa, TOTOMY YTO Oblna 03aboueHa 6uTBOM, HO JlemssHas BembMa ckasaia
YTO-TO CTPAHHOe.

On IIpuCeIl Ha OJHO KOJIEHO U IIOJIOKHUIJI PYKY Ha 4YepPeIl JIn4dd.

— «HcnoBenb MepTBelia».

HpOGKHI/IH IMaMSATH Ha4dajla BOCIIPDOU3BEOEHUE. Ero ne HWHTEepPeCOoBaJl HU CaM IIPpOoIeCcC, HU PE3yJIbTAaThl
ee NCCIeNoBaHul, IJINBIINXCS COTHU eT. Ero HHTEePeCOBaJla TOJIBKO OOHA BeIllb, X 3TO OBLITH T€, KOTo
OHa Ha3bIBalla «HUX».

— ...Hamern.

Ox Hawen ero. [I4Te €T Ha3an ee IOCETUII MyKUMHa C HECKOJIbKUMU NTOAYMHEHHBIMU. ['1a3a Co
IxyH X0 OmMHOKO OecTenu Ha TEMHOM CHETY, KOTla OH CMOTpeJl Ha IIPOEKIHIO.
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He3Banrwii rocts npuiten K nuay, B [log3emense JlegsgHou BegbMel. OfeTriil B GUOIETOBBIN KOCTIOM U
OCTPOHOCHIE Ty, OH MPECTaBUJICS C 3JIETaHTHBIM IPUBETCTBUEM.

— IlpusaTHO no3HaKOMUTHCH, JlensiHasd Begbma. MeHs 30ByT Aii3ek. Ausexk [IBop.

— 4 He cnpamuBana. Iomnu... mpoys!

JIu4 nposiBUTIa K 4eJI0BEKY BpaxkmeOHOCTh, MOJo0HO ToMy, Kak oHa noctynuia ¢ Co [IxyH Xo. Bce
IeJIo B TOM, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK OBILTT 3aXBaTUMKOM, KOTOPEHIHM 0e3 pa3pelleHus BTOPTCs B ee



CBSIIIIEHHYIO TabopaTopuio. Ai3eK IorIakuBall Iog00POMIOK, MoKa JlemsHas BegbMa cobupara CBOO
Maruio.

— XM, 9TO0 C/I0KHO. 9 COOMPAICs BCETo JIUIIE IIPOBECTH ITPOCTON PA3TroOBOP...

— BaMm He HYKHO HUYETO fieflaTh. MBI 1300beM ee, YTOOH! CHIeNIaTh MOCITYIIHOM.

— OTO BepHO. A3eK-HUM CJIMIIKOM XOPOIII, YTOOH! OeiCTBOBATE TUYHO.

BeX1BO ITOKIOHUBIINCH CBOUM JTIOAAM, Ali3eK moKadasl T0JI0BOM. — XM, HEeT. CMUPSATH YejIoBeKa C
TaKOM BHICOKOM CaMOOIIEHKOM — TOXK€ XOpOoIlas Uaes.

Xijtom!

B mycToM mpoCTpaHCTBe, Toe HUYero He OBIIO, BOJIIIEOHEIM 00pa30M BLHICKOUMIIA MMypIypHAs po3a.
A¥i3eK 0CTOPOXKHO B3SIJI €€ B PYKH U MTOTPSIC.

— TBI CMOTpPUIIL Ha MeHSI CBePXY BHU3, IIPSIMO cenyvac...?!

Pasbspennas JlensiHasi BembMa oOpyIinia Ha HEro rpaf ¥ KOIbS.

— Tl TakXKe IOTI0IIEeHa KPaCOTOM po3. — IIPOrOBOPHUIT Ali3eK.

OpHaKO PO3H BCerfla CKPLIBAIK OCTPHIE IuIbl. OOUH JIENIeCTOK, IBa JIEMeCTKa, JIETeCTKH PO3H
Ha4vaJIu OTPHIBATHCS U JIETETH BIIEPe.

Mup okpacuscs nemnecTkamu po3. I[lycteiHHOE [Tog3eMenbe, Ka3anoch, HAOTHUIOCH 3aI1aXx0M
BeToB. Ho JlemssHast BegbMa, He o0afaBiasi OpraHaMy YyBCTB, He MOTJIa TI0YYBCTBOBAThH 3TOT
3amax. JlemsiHbIE KOIIbSI ¥ TPajl, KOTOPHIE, Ka3aI0Ch, XOTEJIM PA30PBaTh €ro Ha YaCTH, UCUE3/IH, He B
CHJIaX OTOUTHLCS OT JIETIECTKOB.

— ITo3Bonb MHE CHOBa IIpeACTaBUTLCS. Al3€eK, IpeBpaTuBIinuii [log3eMenbe 1rda B IIBETOYHBIN Cafl,
3aroBopui: — MeHs 30ByT Aui3ek [IBop, g Mar u3 Accouuanuu [IeMOHOB, U 5 UIy TAKUX MOHCTPOB,
KakK THI.

Ero poT u rna3a ObUIM U3SIIHO U30THYTH B (hOpMe MOIyMecsIia, HO 3paYKu He YIR0auCh.

— i — nartei u3 Jesitu Hebec.
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— IeBsaTts Hebec! — ynuBnmeHHo BCKpuKHYyTa JlemsHas Koposega.

Co [IxxyH X0 He 0XKHAaJl, YTO CMOXKET YBUIOETh MU0 ogHoro u3 [esatu Hebec, Aiizeka [IBopa. 06
A¥i3eke XOOUIU CIyXH, HO nH(OPMALKSI 0 HeM Bcerga Oblyia Takoi ke, Kak u 0 Co [IxkyH Xo,
OKYTaHHOU TalHOMU.

— VY [leMoHOB, TpUYMCIeHHBIX K [leBsiTu HebecaM, HeT mogpoOHOM MMYHON WHPOPMaINK, KOTOPYIO
MOKHO ObI7T0 OB 0OHapoOaoOBaTh, B 0TIUYKe oT MrpokoB [leBstu Hebec.

— A? Tloropu-ka. Torma nmoueMy oHu BriOpanu usmeHoM [leBsatu HebGec Toro, o UbeM Julle OHU He
MMEIOT HUA MaJeUIlnero mpenacTaBleHus?

— XM... 310 monro o6BACHATE. — mpobopmoTan Co [IxyH Xo.

— ¥V MeHs1 MHOTO BpeMeHU. Pacckaxu MHe. — HacTauBarna JlegsHas Koposesa.

[TockoJBKY Ka3a/10Ch, 4TO 3TO 3a¥MeT MHOro BpeMeHH, Co [xXyH Xo cpenan urity. OH BoIles BHYTPb
BMecTe ¢ JlemsHou KoposeBoil 1 Havyal paccKa3biBaTh. — Ha caMoM Jerie, IIPOIII0 He TaK MHOTO
BPEeMeHHU C TeX II0pP, KakK OBITI0 co37aHo nMoHsATHe «JleBsiTh Hebec».

— O? 4 BnepBEle CBILY 3TO.

— OTo noToMy, 4TO 1 HUKOrHa He 00bscHAT Tebe... Co [IxkyH X0 nodecas royioBy.

BonbIMHCTBO NTI0el B COBPeMeHHYI0 310Xy 3Hanu o [eBsitu Hebecax. OmHAKO UCTOPHS, KOTOPYIO
cobuparcs pacckasdath Co [IxkyH X0, Obllla CEKPeTOM, KOTOPBIM 3HAIM TOJIBKO COOTBETCTBYIOIINE
JIIOMH.

— Bmepstie coBo «HeGeca» OBITIO UCIIONB30BAHO... 11 16T Ha3am ogHUM []eMOHOM.

Korpga on 6pocun cBOO LAY Ha PUHT, 3TOT [leMOH Ha3Basl cebs claBHEIM clIoBoM — Hebeca.

— Bce, HaBepHOe, CMOTPEJIM Ha HEr0 CTPAHHO...

— Bce cuutanu ero cymacmenmuM. Becsakui pa3, Korga Mrpok BcTpedancs ¢ HUM, OHU (BIPKaIu.

— YTO C HUMHU CITy4YHUJIOChH?



— OHU yMepiu.

JlemssHass KoposeBa OblyTa OIlapalieHa.

— OTO0 OB IMOKUPYIOLIHH Me0I0T. X0Ts OHU He BXomuiu B «Bompiyio [lecTepKy», OHK BCe ellle OBIIH
YJleHaMH{ YeThIpex OoNmbmux [UIbanii, CTOAIMX HUXKe «Bomnbinoi IllecTepku», 1 Bce Xe OH B
OIUHOYKY yOum 60jiee COTHU U3 HUX.

B oTueTe 3T0 COOBITHE aXkKe OMKCHIBAIOCH KaK MIOKHAPYIOMUY HHIUAEHT, CDAaBHUMBIM C TEMH,
KOTOphIe BO30yxkman Mpaunsili [Ipuspak. Torga, CTOS Ha 1OJie KPOBU U TPYIIOB, 3TOT [IeMOH
CIIOKOMHO MPOU3HEC.

— OH cKas3aJl, 4TO B TO BpeMs OH Ovll mpe3uneHToM Acconuanuu [JeMOHOB, CMEHUB CBOETO
IpeIIecTBeHHUKA.

9to 68110 osiBNIeHue IlepBoro Heba, Kopons JeMoHOB.

—..4 MOTY IIpeACKa3aTh, KakK BCe OGGpHYHOCB rmocrne 3toro. 4 YBE€pEHa, 4TO Hl"pOKI/I He IIPOCTO
CMHUPHUIIACE CO CBOUM IIOPAXKEHUuEeM, HE TaK mm?

— [la, MIOKUPYIOIIKe HOBOCTU 3aCTaBUIIM JII0fieil HEPBHUYATE.

C maBHUX BpeMeH 6e3pacCygHble IeHCTBUS CUTbHEIX []eMOHOB BCera 3aCTaBIISIIU JTIIOfel
BOJIHOBAThCS. HO 3TO TaKKe OKa3bIBajIo 0OJIbIIOE BIMSIHUE HA Pe3epPB TallaHTIUBHIX MTPOKOB,
KOTOPBIM PaCIIAPSIICS OeHb OTO OHS.

— Korpa HacTynuia smoxa, Korga JleMoHB! IeCTBOBAIM 110 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHUIO, POIUTEIH CTaH
IIPOTUBHUTHLCS TOMY, YTOOBI UX OETH CTAaHOBUIUCH Mirpokamu, a 6osbiie BCcero 00sIIMCh CaMu [ETH.
9TO CTaJI0 TAKUM OOIIIECTBOM.

[Tocne npuseiBa Kopons [leMoHOB, [leMOHEI Ha4yaiu IPOLUBETaTh [10 BCEMY 1-My U 2-My OTaxy.

970 OBIIO HAYasio 3pH [IeMOHOB.

— Bort nmoyemMy I/II‘pOKI/I CUHHUTAJI, YTO UM TaKXKe HYXKEH HOBBIM CUMBOJI.

ViM HyXeH OBIJT CHMBOJI, CPECTBO MPOTUBOCTOSTHUS Koposio [leMoHOB. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
MHOTOYHCIIeHHBIe [ Unbauu U Accoluannu, coOpaBIIuCh BMeCTe, mpupyManu «Bropoe He6o».

— Hiomxmn.



OH ctan «BropeiMm Hebom». On Obin mydmmM UrpokoM cBOero BpeMeHU U 00j1afasl CUioHu,
COOTBETCTBYMOIIEH ero TUTyny. ['oBopuny, 4to gaxe HurHelnHue [Ilua Con XéH u Kum Y [IxXyH Oblu
Ha CTyIeHb HUXE ero.

— Ecnu 6w1 OblsTa OfiHa mpob6neMa...

Hiomxu He HOCHIT 6J1arOPOIHYI0 MacCKy repos, Kak Mpaunsiit [Tpuspak. [I7151 Hero BaxkHee BCETo OblI
OH caM, a He [IpyTHe, U eMy OYeHb HPaBUJIOCh UCKYCCTBO. OH OBl TOi006eH BETPY, KOTOPHIH JTI00UT
OponuThH BOKPYT.

— Kopoue roBops, oH OBITT 4€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPOT'0 He HHTepecoBaia 6oprba Mexny UrpokaMu u
IleMoHaMHU.

Kak 651 TO HE OBITIO, HO (haKT ocTaBajcs ¢pakToM: VIrpoKu BEICTaBUIIM HOBHEIM CHMBOJI IPOTUB Kopons
Iemounos. ITocne aToro HoBele HeOeca Hayanu fo00aBIATHCS OOHO 3a APyruM. KoHEeYHO, HUKTO U3 HUX
He ObUT MeNKOU COIKOM. Bce onu 6bitu nyumuMu Urpokamu u [leMOHaMU CBOETO BPEMEHH.

— B nporiecce mosiBunuch Takue cynep3se3nbl, Kak [[lun Con XéHn u Kum V [IXKyH, 1 UM yOamoch C
HYJI IOOHATH IpecTuX Mrpokos.

91u nBa uenoBeka ctanu lecteiM u CensMeIM HeO0M COOTBETCTBEHHO. be3 Hux erre 00JjbIle MecT
Ha [eBsaTu Hebecax 3ausnu Obl [IeMOHEL.

— Ho ecTs elie MHOTO JIIOfIEH, KOTOPbIE COMHEBAIOTCA B 3TOM.

Hromxwu Ov1T cunmeH. B OOMHOYKY OH ITPOIIE MHOXKEeCTBO [Tog3eMernuii, OXOTHIICS Ha IOJIEBBIX
MOHCTPOB-00CCOB U [lake 4acTo 3a0uBajI 10 CMEPTH BCTPEUYEHHBIX UM [IeMOHOB.

— Ho oH HUKOra He U3jy4asa Takoro Bennuus, Kak Koponb [JeMOHOB.

HMeHHO 103TOMY JIIOOYM COMHEBAJIACH B HEM, U U3-3a 3TOI'0 OHU OCTABAJINCh HEPBHEIMU [aXKe B Te
BpeMeHa, korga Koposb [leMOHOB ObIT MHKOTHHUTO.

— C 9TOr0 MOMEHTA BCe, YTO S TOBOPIO, HE MOMAJIEXKUT OIJIacKe.

— [II-ga. Xopoiuo. { HUKOMY HE CKaxXy.

YcnpiaB uckpenHuuii rojgoc Co [xyH Xo, Jlegsaras KoponeBa KuBHyIa.

— Jliomsm Bcerma Gviio wHTEepecHO. [ToueMy momaBmsitomui Koponb [[eMOHOB 3aMoT4an?



— MHe TOXe 3TO UHTEePECHO.

— IIaTb net Ha3ax Kopoinb [leMOHOB TaliHO mpubIU3UiCS K cTonulle MMmnepuu PyGeHn BmecTe
OHUM-eIUHCTBEHHHIM [[€eMOHOM.

B Te BpemeHa ctonuiia MMnepuu PyGeH Obisia CBAIIEHHEIM MECTOM [JI KPYIHBIX [UIbOUNM, BKII0OUas
«Bomnpiryio [lecTtepky». Mao Toro, 3mech ObUIM UMIIEPCKHE TBapAENIlEl, OTPOMHOE KOINYeCTBO
COJIDaT U Jaxe Maru u3 Marudeckou barxu.

— Onuta «Bbomnbmoi [llecTtepku» 3aMeTHIIa ero NpubIuKeHe ¥ 0CTaHOBUIIA €T0, TaK Kak
HanpsKeHWue YCUIUIOCh.

OHU maxe MmopyMaiy 0 TOM, YTOOH IPUBIIeYb Bcex UrpokoB nmobau3octu yepes GopyMel coobIIecTBa.
OxkpyxeHue ObIIO 3aBepPIIeHO, U Haxe pa300iHUK HiomxKu MpUHSI B HEM y4acTHe.

— O-0H pmep3Kuil. 3ayeM OH Torga npuiien? YMepeTs? — crpocuna JlegsHas KoponeBa, HaKJI0HUB
T'OJIOBY BIEper, Kak pPebeHOK, CIyLIaloInii CTapyio CKasKy.

— 75 myanu U 0OKa3aTelbCTB.

[Tepen cotuamu Urpokos Koponb [1eMOHOB crenas IpeniokKeHue.

— TTogBomst UTOT, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH XOTEJI CPa3UThCs ¢ UTpoKaMu 00 TOT0, KaK IOITHOCTHIO
3aliMeT CBOE IOJIOXKEHHE.

— Tl yBepeH, 4TO OH He IPOCTO CyMacCILIeAIIn?

— OH ocTaBun «Bce ocTanbHOe» [leMoHy Banerncuu CUTPUH, KOTOPYIO OH IIPUBEII C CO00M, U chenan
npennoxenue Mrpokam [lessitu Hebec.

OH npenyioXuI Aysis.

— W gt0? U uro xKe mpousounto? Kro mobemun? — crnpocuna JlegsHass KoponeBa B3BOTHOBAHHBIM
TOJIOCOM.

— Hiopxwu, Batt Uyn Xak, [Ilun Con XéH u Kum YV [IxxyH. Koponb [JeMOHOB BEICTYIIUJI IPOTUB 3TUX
YeTBEPLIX BMECTE.

Korpga mosiBunuch PEe3yIbTaTHI...



— Kopons JeMmoHoB mpourpa. Ito Ovina nobdema MUrpokos.

— Ox, 4 He yOUBIIEHA...

— Ho 370 O8I0 C OYEeHb MaJIEHbKUM TIepeBecoM. — mpepBan ee Co [IxkyH Xo. — B oTuere
TOBOPHIIOCH, YTO eciu 661 Koponb [JeMOHOB GBI Ha OMUH YPOBEHb BhIlIe, TO HeGeca Ha CTOpOHE
WTpOKOB PyXHY/IH OB B TOT HEHb.

— ...I'moTtok.

[IpornoTuB MOMHLIN POT CIIIOHH, JlegsHas KopomeBa 3aMeTHIIa YTO-TO CTPAHHOE U cIpocuia: — Ho...
TBI CKa3aJl, 4To OHU nobemumu. [Touemy onu He younu Koposs [JeMoHOB?

— KoHeu4HO, OHU IIBITAIUCh Y6I/ITB €ro, IOCKOJIBKY 3TO OBITIO UX IIpaBO KakK 1'[066‘JII/IT8JIeI;I, HO y HUX
HHUYEero He BBIIIIIO.

Bce merno B ToM, 4TO OH OBLT HE OMH, a C APYTUM [IeMOHOM.

— 4 yxe roBopun Tebe panblie, He Tak au? [Ipuuynna Bu3uta Kopons [[eMOHOB — Oyajb U
IOKa3aTebCTBa.

— T OIIpenesIeHHO TaK CKa3all...

— B ToT nernb Koposb [[eMOHOB yCIEITHO BHIIONHUT 00€ 3aflayy U yIIeT.

OH mpoBen Oyanb ¢ Urpokamu [IeBsitu Hebec, u ero mogunHeHHas, Baneuncus CUTpHH, CcTana
Bocsmeim HeGoM.

— H3myuenntie [JeBaTh Hebec He cMoriu noMmelnaTh BameHcuu ucue3nyTh BMecTe ¢ Koponem
I1eMOHOB.

— ...Ilogoxnu, Torma moueMy oHa He yOuia uaMydeHHbX MrpokoB [leBstu Hebec?

— Totomy uto Kopomb [JeMOHOB CKa3as el He [elaTh 3TOTO...

Brnarogaps atoi TarHoM uctopuu, Co [IxkyH Xo moHsa ogHy Bellb. Kopomnb [JeMoHOB Obl1 6€3yMHO
caMOHaJieTHHEIM 0e3yMIleM, ¥ KOTOPOTO ObIJT KTO-TO, CIIOCOOHBIM MOAePKHBAThL €r0 3a KyJIuCcaMH.

— OH cMedrcs, Jaxe KOrfa ucTekan KPOBBIO, X CKa34dJI OOHY BEIlb...



OH cKa3aJ, YTO [acT UM 6 JIeT. 3a 3TH 6 JIeT OHU HOJIXKHEI OBIIA CTATh HOCTATOYHO CHILHBIMU, YTOOH
OCTAHOBHUTD €r0.

— 3Ha4yuT, IpUYKNHA, 0 KoTopoi Koponk [1eMOHOB ceituac 6e3eiCTBYET...

— HOBerHOCTHaﬂ IIpUYHHA B TOM, YTOOBI OaTh €ro paHaM 3aTAHYTbECA, HO...

BonbmumHCTBO NMofeit yxKe 3Hanu. Pansl? Ero paHsl MO/ OBITh HEME[JIEHHO BhIJIEUEHHI.

— OH nomHUMAaeTCH.

[TocnemHss MeCTHUIIQ, HA KOTOPOM OH MOT 1IapCTBOBATh KaK BEPIIMHA 3TOr0 Mupa. Kak TOIbKO
Koponb [IeMOHOB IOJHUMETCS TI0 JIECTHHUIE, HUKTO HE CMOXKET er0 OCTAHOBUTD.

— Ho Benp Ha caMoM fejie HUKTO He 3HaeT, BepHo? [leBsaTh Hebec He cTamu OBl IPOCTO TAaK UTPATh.
— Bo3paswuna JlegsgHas Kopomnesa.

— Jla, 3TOr0 HUKTO He 3HaeT.

HewusBecTHO, ybe BpeMsi OBITIO0 OoJiee IeHHBIM, KTO OOJIbIlle TIOTeNI ¥ UCTeKall KPOBhIO, M, HAKOHEIl, Yel
TaJIaHT OBLI OOJIbIIE,

— Celiyac 9 HU4Yero He MOTY CHesaTh...

HmenHo o atou npuunHe Co [IKyH X0 Tak cTapascs cTaTh cuiabHee. OH XOTel KaK MOXKHO CKOpee
0CBOOOOUTH CBOMX TOBApHUIIEN U CBEPTHYTh Acconuanuio [[eMOHOB.

— Ecnu 3T0 pou30iifieT Mo3xke, TO HaC AeUCTBUTEILHO YHUYTOXKAT, U MBI HUYET0 He CMOXKeM
cresnarTh.

Ha sTot pa3 He oT pyK Bpat unu MOHCTpPa, a OT PYK OTHOTO YeJIoBeKa.
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