B kpoMeIrHO# TEMHOTE TOIIlas OEBYIIKA CUeNa Ha rojly0oBaTo-0e10M stiille; STHI0 9TO OBIII0
OobIIIoe, TaK YTO feBylIKa 0e3 Tpyda CBelllrBaja C Hero CBOM TOHKME KakK INMUIbKY HOXKH. OHa
OblTa CTPAIIHO XyHasi, HO XymoOa 3Ta efBa MIPOTJISAIBAIaCh CKBO3b PA3/IMBAIOIINECS HA €€ TeJo
OeJble BOJIOCH; OHU GBI CKPHIBAJIU ¥ ITOJIOBbIE MMPU3HAKHU [EBYIIKH, la TOJIKO CKPEIBATh OBITIO HEYETO,
160 oHa OblIa ITOX0XKa CKOpee Ha KyKJy, YeM Ha XKUBOe CYyIIeCTBO, — HJaxKe €€ Iyia3a, riny0okue
JKENTHIE 3paYKK Ha YEPHOM, XPAHUIM CTEKIITHHYIO HEMTOJBUXKHOCTS.

A emié oHU OBITIM BHUMATEIbHEL.

IeByliKa CMOTpesIa Ha BO3BEHIIIAOIIEeCcs meper co60i0 IHPOKoe KaMeHHoe Komeco. OHO OBITI0 CYyXUM,
CEPHIM, HETIOBUKHEIM ¥ C POBHBEIM HAIETOM IIHITK. HO BOPYT, TIOM 9TOM MBEIIBIO, B CAMOM HM3Y Kojeca
BCIIRIXHYJIa KpacHas pyHa. [ToBesiyio XkKapoM. A 3a Hel 3aropernach elné gpyras pyHa, ¥ emulé, u emie,
IIeCTh, CeMb... BoceMs.

IleBATE.

B cusiHUY II7IaMEHHOT0 KoJieca KOXa [IeBYIIKK CTaja HEMHOTO PyMSHOM, Kak € B iy4ax COJIHIA Ha
3aKaTe; BOT OHa IIPUITOJHSIIA TOJIOBY, ¥ Ha BepIIMHE Kojieca BCIBIXHYIA eIlé OfHa PyHa, [ecaTtas —
¥ B Ty e CeKYHMy BCE OKpYyzKalollee IPOCTPAHCTBO MpoOpasa OpoxKb.

Korneco gporuyno, mpuiuio B apuxkenue. OHO BOPYT IOBEPHYJIOCH, 00/IMBasi NEBYILIKY CBETOM U
0e3yMHO MeJlbKasi OTOHbKAMU Ha e€ HexKHOM Koxe. Komeco coBepiuiio 060poT, MOTOM eIIé OuH.
OHo 060payuBaNoCh BCE OGLICTPee U OBICTPEe, U B 3TO XK€ BpeMs BHYTPH HETro Me[IJIeHHO pa3roparcs,
poc u mupuics orouék. CriepBa OH 3aHUMAJl BCETO OHY [ECSTYI0 BHYTPEHHETr0 MruaMeTpa Kojeca, HO
yKe Torfia OroHEK 6uscs momobHo GemeHoMy cepaiy. M ¢ KaXabIM yAapoM IjiaMs CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
Oornblie, ¥ 4eM OHO OBITIO OOJIbIIE, TEM SPUe TPEMENT €T0 CTYK.

®awn Jluns omryian 6ueHue cepAlla BO BCEM CBOEM Tejle; OHO CTy4asio MaJleHbKHMU pacKaJle€HHBIMU
MOJIOTOYKAaMH B €T0 BeHKax. My:KYKMHa BHIIOXHYJI CTPAIIHEIN Kap ¥ MEIJIEHHO BHIIIEN U3
cepeOpHCTOro KOpUIOPA Ha SICHHIM rony0oit cBeT. Cpa3y myHysn Opu3, pa3MeTasi ero mJIMHHBIE
YEpHBIE BOJIOCH 110 CUsIOIIel HeOeCHOM 1a3yphio OpoHe.

Bpows ero 6rina Kak 0ynTo OpOH30Basi, HO Takas YUCTasi, 4YTO €€ MMOBEPXHOCTh 3epKaJIbHO OTpaXasa
BEICOKMY HeOOCBOZ U 3aBUCIIYI0 IOCPENU HETO, IIOKO0OHO KIIIKCe, YEPHYIO JEBYIIKY.

®aH JIuHb B3TJIAHYII Ha HEeé u IIPUINYPHUITICA; OEeBYIIKA TOXKE OIIYCTHUJIa Ha MY2KYHUHY B30D.

— JlaBHO HE BUEJINCH.

Co3paHue B YEPHOM MOT4ajo. Bollapuiach THIIMHA, HAIIOJIHEHHAS OMHUM TOJIBKO IIIyMOM BeTpa

— Wi3BuHHU, 4TO YOUN T€0S B MPOILILIH pa3. OOCTOSITEIHCTBA, CaMa TOHUMAEIIIh.

— B aToT pa3 nonpobyio nomsirye. CKpydy Te0s u 3amedaTaio. Hy MoxeT ellé pyku ciomaio... v
HOTH.

— Hapetocs Mujiocepoue 6YJIeT B3aMMHBIM, — y'J'IbIﬁHy'J'ICH My2K4YWHQ, 1 ODHOBPEMEHHO OEBYIIIKA B



Hebe 3aHecna YépHoe JIe3BUe, — MPONOIKEeHNe CBOed PyKu, — y ce0st Haj TOJIOBOIL. ..

MexX TeM Ha 3MaHUSIX BOOJIb HabepeKHOU JIIOAM CO CTYKOM B 3y0ax Habmogany 3a
pa3BopauuBaloeics cueHoi. HeoxunaHHo 1Bepb KOpabiisi, KOTOPHIY, Ka3al10Ch, 3aKyIOPUIICS Kak
yepelaxa B CBOEM ITaHIMPE, OTKPHLIACh U BHIIE MyKYKHA B CUSIONIEH OpoHe.

Temeps Bce IUBUIKCH: HEYKEU BHYTPU KOPabJIsg BCE 3TO BpeMs CUOENl MOTY4Yul BOMH, KOTOPHIY 110
cuaM He yCTymlasl yXkKacalollel feBymKe B 4epHoM? Ho ecnu Tak, moyeMy ke IIOKa3aCsl OH TOJIbKO
ceituac? [Touemy memnmun? MoxeT OH coOupas CBOM cuibl? Vi BCE 9TO BpeMs OH Hafessics Ha
IIOIMOTY, KOTOpas B UTOTe He mpulta? JItogu raganu, Kak BOPYT pa3falics YOUBIEHHBIN I'0JI0C:

— Emy XKuTh Hagoesno? 3ayeM OH BHILIEN? — CIPOCUJI MyKUYMHa IIPUMEPHO COpPOKa JIeT B KpaCHOM
XajiaTe U C yIIaMu, KakK y 00e3bsiHKU. OH OBbIJT OMHUM U3 MSTEPKU, KOTOPAS CTOsIa IO KpasiM KPHIIII,
3aluias Tofel oT yaapHbIX BOJIH. Kak TOJIBKO TOJIa yCliblliania ero rojoc, Bce OHU HeMeJIEHHO
IIOCMOTPEIIX Ha MYKYHUHY, a IOTOM U Ha CTOSIBIIIETO PSNOM CTapuka B gaormao (1), 3Baiu KOTOPOro
YxkaHb ToneM. OH, gymanu TIOOu, OB KQKMM-TO CHJIBHEIM BOMHOM, — KOT{Ia IeBYIIIKA B YEPHOM
TOJIbKO TIOSIBUJIACh, OH O0BSICHUI BCEM IIPUMEPHO, HACKOJILKO OHA OBIJIa CUJIbHA, KaK B0oOIIe 06CTOST
Iena, ¥ 9YTO UM CJedyeT [eflaTh, YTOOBl OCTAThCS B JKUBHIX; TEIIEPh K€ CTAPUK HaXMYyPUJI CBOU
IIBIITHEIE CEphle OPOBU ¥ OTBETHUJI CBOEMY ITOOYNHEHHOMY:

— Bo3M0XkHO... Y Hero crpanHas OpOHs, HO BOT OH caM... — YxKaHb TOHb IMOKadasl roJoBoM. — THI
IIpaB, OH BCeTro JUlIb Ha cTapguu [lao Cepplia. B cxBaTKe ¢ 9TUM CO3JaHUEM OH He NMPOTSHET U
CeKyHpHL... Ho 3auem Torfa OH BHIIIEN... — 3aAyMUYKBO ITo4ecas 00pofy CTapuk.

— OT4yasgHue BeET I0fel Ha OTYasHHBIE ITOCTYIKH, TOCIIOOUH YKaHb; BO3MOXKHO OH HE 3aX0TeJl
yMUPATh, HOKUIASICH CBOEH CMEPTH, U PEIINII BCTPETUTD €€ JIUI[OM K JIUIY, — @ BO3MOXKHO OH TPYC U
HageeTcs cOexkaTh, — CHOBA BHICKA3aJICS MyXKYHHA B KPAaCHOM.

— MoxeT 6bITh, — CIIOKOWHO O0TBEeTUI YKaHb T9Hb. — MOXKET... — MOBTOPHUJ OH U IIPULIYPHUIICH,
pasrIsigpBas MYXKUYMHY B CBEpPKalolel OpoHe.

Cam ®aH JIuHBb MeX TeM B3[OXHYN ¥ CKa3aJl, CMOTPS HEBYIIKE B UEPHOM IIPSIMO B €€ CephIe I'la3a:
— CKopee BCero, IpaBfa, 5 CHOBa TeOsT Mpuobio.

JIn1o e€ ocTasoch HEITOKOIEOMMO TIOCTIe €T0 CJI0B; HO Cephle I'1a3Ku BCIIBIXHYJIH 3JILIMU UCKpaMH.
Bpopyr ®aH JIuHb Kak OyATO YTO-TO BCIIOMHMUII ¥ TTOIIPABUII CeOs:

— To ecTb, MBI TeOst mMpuOLEM, — CKa3aJl OH C BUHOBATOM yNIHIOKOM ¥ TIOKOCHUIICST Ha CBOIO OPOHIO.
BpoHs ero npoursnopupoBana. Torga MyzK4uHa IOKHYJI II0 Hel NablleM, U HaKOHel Taill CBepPKHYyJa
OBICTPHIM OTOHBKOM, — pa3dalics e€ pa3apakKEHHEBIN TOJI0COK:

— HauuHnau yxe.

— VXe Hauu... — He yCIeJ OH JOTOBOPUTH, KaK YEPHAs AEBYyIIKa 3aBUCTA IpIMo nepeq HuM. Ee
JIe3BUE CTPEMUTENIBHO MIOJIETENI0 MyK4YVHe Ha MaKyKy; @aH JIuHb BEICTaBUII IEPE] FOJI0BOU
CBETJIBIM Hapy4, pa3faics 3BOH U BOKPYT 10 MOPIO B3MBIJIA BOJIHEL, @ MyKUYKHA YIIET IO BOAY.
[eBylllka B Y€PHOM IIOC/IefloBajia 3a HUM U TOXKe CKPHIJIach B BOOHBIX ITy4YMHAX.

[Tpo11110 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

HaGmopmaBimue 3a OMTBOM Ha KpPHIIIaX PACTEPSHHO MEePErISHYINCh; MyKYWHa B KPaCHOM XajlaTe



IIoKadvas roJIOBOM U CKa3all:

— BorT 4 BCE... — OH IeYanbHO KUBHYII:

— [Toxoxke OH ¥ BIIpaBAY peIIui BCTPETUTh CMEPTh JOCTOMHO. ITO 3aC/IyKUBaeT I1OXBa...
— Het, — nipepsai ero Bopyr crapuk Yxxano ToHE.

MyK4rHa B KpaCHOM OCEKCS ¥ OPOCHII Ha CBOET0 T'OCIOAMHA CKOH(YKEHHBbIN B3I,

— Eme He BCE, — cKa3as CTapuK U NPUILIYPUIICI K CBepKawIleMy Mopio. MyX4rHa B XajaTe
pacTepsICs, pacTEPSINCE U BCe OCTalbHEIE JIIOAYM, — BMECTE CO CTaplieM OHU CTald BHUMATEIbHO
CMOTpETh Ha B3BOJIHOBAHHEIE BOAHL. [lepBoe BpeMs HUYero ObUIO He3aMeTHO, faxe HaobopoT, Mope
YCIIOKauBaJIOCh ¥ CHOBA BBHINIPSIMIIAIIOCH, OHO CTAHOBUJIOCH IJIAAKUM; MyXK4YMHa B KPaCHOM
BIJISIOBIBAJICS B HETO U HEe IIOHUMAJI, Yero XkKe TaKoro OH He 3aMedaeT. [Ipoiiya ceKyHaa, OBe U BOPYT,
CIYCTS IIeJIBIX IeCSITh CEKYHI OH IIOHSIJ, B UEM OblNla CTPAHHOCTh — MOp€ OBITIO CITUIIKOM
crIoKOMHBIM. UT0 mpoucxogut? [ToueMy cTpaHHas OeBYyIIKa B YEPHOM BCE eIll€ He B3MEUIa Ha
IIOBEPXHOCTH?

MyX4rHa TPHUIIYPUIICS, €My CTaJI0 TOYeMY-TO HeTepIenuBo. [IpOTSHYIOCH elllé HeCKOJIbKO
HEBHIHOCUMBIX MIHOBEHMH, KOTOPHIE OH ITPOBENI, KaK Ha MUTOJIKaX, ¥ BOT HAKOHEIl BOJEI CHOBA
3aBOJIHOBAJIUCh. MyKUYKHA MTOAyMaJl, YTO BOT, CEAYac OHA BCIIJILIBET HAKOHEI], CKOPee BCETO C
TPYIIOM TOTO BOMHA, HACaXKEHHKIM Ha CBOEM Jie3Bue... Ho CHOBa HUYEro He mMpou3oIuio. U Tyt
MY2KYHHA ITOHSJ CBOIO OMIMOKY M MPHUIIET B IIIOK — BeOb Bofa Oypiuiia He IOTOMY, YTO KTO-TO
BCIIJIBIBAJI, HET, — Ha CaMOM fieJie OHa 3akKwumaja. Crepsa IIOCTENeHHO, IOHEMHOTY, a IIOTOM BOPYT
CTPEMUTEJILHO MOpPE CTajo KumeTh. Bonsl 6ypnunu. benmas 3aBeca mapa cTaja B3IbIMaThCs B Hebeca.

Ona OblsTa BCE TyIlle ¥ TYyIIe, ¥ HAKOHeI] MexKay HeOOM U BOIOM MPOTSHYIach Oesas mmejeHa; Ha JTUI0
MYKYKMHBI IOBESIJIO KapoM; OH BIOXHYJ PACKaJIEHHOTO BO3[yXa, CIIepBa Yepe3 HOC, IIOTOM Yepes poT,
KOT'TIa Pa3uHYJI €T0 OT YOUBJIEHUs, HabIomast HEBEPOSTHYIO KapTUHY B HeGecax.

B Mopckux mansx 3a 0es1oi 3aBecoy MefiJIeHHO B3[bIMAaJICS IJIaMeHHBIN CUTyaT. CliepBa
Hepa300pPYUBEIMA, BCKOPE OH IIPEBPATUIICS B OTPOMHOT'0 OTHEHHOTO IpaKOHa BHIIIIMHOMW B MSATh
araxel. Pa3pancs npukuil pés. [IyHyn OellleHHIN BeTep, U nap yIeTydusicsa. BMecTe ¢ HUM ylIeTy4dumics
1 npakoH. Tam, rge Oblyia ero rojioBa, B Hebe Temephb BUCET MyXK4YMHa B CBepKaroier Opore. Ero
IJIMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH OEIlIeHO XJIeCTald Ha BETPY CPenu sICHOM rojy0oii BBICH.

B cBoelt mpaBo# pyKe MyK4YWHa CXKUMaJl JEBYIIKY B YEPHOM 3a €€ TOJIOBY; JIEBYIO PYKY, IBIIAIOIIYIO
PBIXKHMM IIJIaMeHeM, OH 3aHEC Haf €€ JTUIOM.

U ymapun.

IeByIIKy Y4€PHOM KOMETOU MOTIHYJI0 K 3emyie. OHa Bpe3aach B [TeCOK Ha Iisixke. Pasgancs
CTpPaIIHbIH rPoxoT. ITecok B3MBUT B He00 ¥ HAMOIHUI BClo HabepexkHy0. O6pa3oBacst KpaTep
r1yOUHOM B JeBSITUITaXKHOE 3naHue. JIFoau 3aCThIIN OT yKaca, a OMTBa He 3aMeqisiiach HU Ha
CeKyHAy. MyxXuuHa pBaHYJI CJIeJOM 3a OeBYIIKOH, Iafasd Kak IjlaMeHHb MeTeop. Ho He ycnen oH
ellé MPHU3eMINThLCS, KaK BAPYT CO3[laHKEe B UEPHOM BHIILIO U3 Oypu Mmafaloliero necka. BoKpyr HeeE,
BHYTPU KpaTepa, CBepKajo CTEKJIO, II0JTyYuBIIeeCs IOC/e TOTO KaK IIeCOK HarpeJscs [0 yKacarollen
TEMIIepaTypH. [leBylIka, mobuTas ¥ MecTaMu o0Topesas, BHITSIHYJA PYKY, ¥ BOKPYT HEE€ 3aBUXPHUIICS
YEPHBIM OBIM.

— Aypa cmepTu... Jao CMepTH... — IpollenTaa Ha KphIllle MyK4YWHA B KDACHOM U CTPEMUTEIIBHO
no6nenHen. BmecTe ¢ HuM no6efHeNny U BCe OCTabHbIE 3puTenu. ONUH MyXJIeHbKUN PEOEHOK U



BOBC€ BOPYT CBAJIMJICA Ha 3€MIJIIO U IIOTEPAI CO3HAHHUE. ITom HOramu OEBYIIKH, Cpenu CTeKJla, CTallk
Pa3InBaThCA YEePHHNJIQ, BEIPDMCOBEIBAA CTpaHHbeI I/IepOI"J'II/I(l).

®an JIuHb NTpU3eMIUIICS Ha Kpalo MJIsgXKa U IIarHyJsl B YEPHBIM TyMaH. Yel0BeK B XajiaTe IMomyMarll,
yT0o OH Oe3yMen. Kak oH He 6OMTCS CONMPUKACATHCS C 3TUM TyMaHOM? OT MyKYUHEL Ke ceryac
OCTaHYTCS TOJIble TOCTH!

U peiicTBuTenbHO, Koxka ®aH JIMHS cTaja XeNnTeTh U UCChIXaTh. HO cpa3y ke Ha HEM BCIBIXHYJIA
3omotucTas 6poHsi. OHa oOpa3oBaia OPEOJI BOKPYT MYKUKHBI, ¥ YEPHBIA TyMaH 0OJIbIle HE MOT
TIOACTYIUTLCA K HeMy OnuxKe YyeM Ha Iar.

®an JIuHb MOMEHTAaIbHO IIPE0NOJIeNl PACCTOSTHUE O NEBYIIKY, Pa3BEPHYJICS U B Pa3BOPOTE 3apsaAnil
eyl HOTOM NPAMO II0 IToYKaM. [IeByIIKY CKPYTUJIO Ha [Be ITOJIOBUHKHU, KaK TPSAMUYHYIO KYKIy, U
IIBRIPHYJIO B CTOPOHY, Ha Iapy OeCSITKOB KAJIOMETPOB B MOPCKYIO flajlb. A caM MyXK4YHMHa II0TOM
TOTIHYJI, ¥ YEPHHUJIa Ha 3eMJie 3aKUIIeNIM U BCIBIXHY/IU SPKUM IIJlaMeHeM.

®an JIuHbL TOTEP PYKH U BHIOOXHYIL.

Mex TeM 0Oy Ha KpHIIaxX 3aTauB AbIXxaHUS HaOnrogany 3a OUTBoM. MyXKulHa B KpaCHOM TaK U He
IIPUKPEUI POT, IIOCJIe TOTO, KakK ero pas3unyn. OH OBEPHYJICS U MOCMOTPeN Ha YxkaHb ToHS, xKemas
CIIPOCHUTH €T0, TIpaBAa ... [IpaBaa a1 3TOT BOXH OB TONIBKO Ha cTapuu [lao Cepatle, Ui Bce OHU
TYT CBUXHYJIUCh, KaK BOPYT MyK4YMHA 3aMeTUI SICHBIY OJIeCK B I'la3axX CBOEro rocrnoguHa. CTapuk
IIaTHYJI BIIEPE[, Ha CaMbllil KapHU3, U CBEPKas 0YaMH, CJIOBHO OPUJIbTHTAMU, BHUMATEJIbHO
IIOCMOTPeJI Ha MyXK4YUHY B CBepKaolel 6poHe.

— I'me-To, — TPOTOBOPHJI CTAPUK, ITOYECHBas 6opoxy. — ['me-To g ero yxe BUEN...

1. imu xe «[JJ», poba maoca.
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