— OueHb 3aMaHYMBO, HO, HO}KaHYﬁ, BO3IE€PXKYCh, — IIOCJIE€ KPATKOI'O PA3MEIIIJIEHNA OTBETHII ®aH
JIuHb Ha IIpeajoxkKeHune MI00BY U CMepPTH.

— 2Kanb, — KpaTHO ¥ COBEPIIEHHO HEeBRIPA3UTENIbHO cKa3ana Lunb 2Kya u yneIOHYyIaCh.

— B0O3MOXKHO 5 eI€ cCMOTY IPUAYMaTh, KaK BHITYTAThCS U3 BCEW 9TOU Iepedpsaru. [Ja u K TOMy XKe U3
JKaJIOCTA MHE HUYEro He Haflo, ¥ X04YeTCs ellé HEMHOTO ITOXKUTh, — OOBSICHUI MyXK4YKHA, a TIOTOM
HEMHOT'0 YIUBHIICS COOCTBEHHBIM CJI0OBaM u oImyieHussM. ®an JIMHb BOPYT 0OHAPYKUII, YTO MY
OEUCTBUTEJILHO II0Ka He XO0TEJIOCh OCTaBIATh XKU3Hb. Ho moueMmy? OH U paHbllle He CIEIInsI yMUAPATh,
HO U He u30eray cMepTH 0COOEHHO PhSIHO, — BCE PABHO B XKU3HU OOJIbIIIE HUYET0 HHTEPECHOTO He
0CTaJIoCh, JyMaJl MyK4uHa... Ho Temeps OH BAPYT 0CO3HAJI, YTO Jaxe HeCMOTPS Ha 9TO OH II0Ka He
MOXKeT ymuparth. [ToueMy? MoxeT 1U3-3a ero He3aKoOH4YeHHOTro fefa? PaH JInHb moTepeOus KOJIeUYKo B
CBOEM yXe...

HeT, Bpsim nmu. OTOT [OJT OH Y2Ke B MIPUHIIAIIE He MOT BEPHYTh. 3HQUUT Obl/Ia eIl€ KaKas-To MpUYnHa.
Ho uTto umeHHO?

Kro 3naeT. ®an JIuHb OB YBePEH TOJIHKO JIUIIL B OMHOM: YTO OBl HU OBIJIO TOM TAaWHCTBEHHOU
MOTHBallFel, KOTOpas pa3Besijia CEPOCTh ero XXKU3HH, ¥ BEPHYJIa eMy K Hell CTPacTh, B He€ Jydllle He
BOYMBIBATHCS, @ TO MOXKHO HEHAPOKOM B HEelM Pa304yapoBaThCs U IOTEPSTh...

— Kcratu... — Bopyr 3ametun ®as JIuHb. — A ¢ 4ero BooOlile Takoe Liegpoe Ipeaioxenue? 5
IIpaBAa HaCTOIBKO XKaJIKKUM, YTO Thl 071arOTBOPUTENBHOCTH Pafiy TOTOBA 3aJIe3Th KO MHE B IIOCTEIh?

— He Bepums? — yneibaynace Luas XKya.
— ITo MoeMy OIEITY, KEeHIIKHA U3 XKaJIO0CTH MOXKET pPa3Be UYTO IPUOOHATE.

— OX, Tak MOXKET 5 ¥ TOBOPIO BCE 3TO BpeMs PO 00BATUS... A TH YTO mogyMmain?.. BompoueM, g gam
Te0Oe OMH COBET: [IEeBYIIKY Jyullle He CIIpalliBaTh, I0YeMy OHa corjlacHa. Korga Mbl HaunHaeM
OyMaTb, MBI HQUMHAEM [IeMCTBOBATh U3 PAaCU€ETa, a He 110 BeJIeHUI0 cepala... JInbo ke mpocTo
TOBOPUM HET.

— Hy cBoi 1m1aHc s mosaraio yxe IIpoMoprasl, Tak 4TO HHTePeCHO y3HaTh, — cKa3asl ®aH JIuHb u
OTKHHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJIa.

— B TakoM ciy4dae... — 30JI0TUCTEIe I'1a3a LluHap XKya HeXKHO IPOLIIUCE [10 MyXK4YuHe., — TEH
IIPUBJIEKaTENEH, B MePY... Thl Ha yAUBIIeHNE 3a00T/INB, U MHE IOHPABUJIOCh, KaK Thl BOJTHOBAJICS O
IOHOM Tocroxe. OTo OBIII0 MUTIO. A elllé... — XKeHIMHA IPUKPhIIa TJIa3KK ¥ CBEPKHYJIa YILIOKOM:

— ...A elg, y IeBYIIKU NOIKHE OBITh CEKPETHI, TaK YTO 0OJIbINE ST HUYETO HE CKaXKY.
®an JIuHb CIOXKUI PYKH Ha TPYOU ¥ YCMEXHYIICS:
— A THI 3HQUWT y HAC TEMepb MOJIOAEHbKAS IEeBYIIKA.

— Ox, — lunb XKya nykaBo ynei0HyIach: — CMOTpIo TeGs BCE-TaKu 3afefid MOM PEMapKHU IIPO TBOM
BO3pacT. [Ipory mpoIeHus.. .

®an JIuHL KUBHYJI, a IOTOM YCTaJIo B3NOXHY. BEIMydeHHBIN QIUPT MOPSAOKOM YTOMUII MyKUYKUHY, BCE
JKe OH JeMCTBUTENIbHO OB HEMHOTO B BO3PacTe, U eMy CJI0KHO OBLIO OANepKUBATh TaKyI0
SI3BUTENBHYIO Geceny. [lanblle UX pa3roBop MOIIENT HeMHOTO 6oee pa3Bsa3Ho; Lluab XKya BpeMs oT



BPEMeHH IOALIyYrBaa, MyK4YrWHa ITapHPOBaJ, IOMKBasi OMEP3UTEIbHEIN ce0e HAalluTOK, TPOCTO
yTOOBI CMa4YHBaThL TOPs0. 2KeHIIMHa B CBOIO OYepedb CTajla HajleraTh Ha BUHO, ¥ BCKOpE OT
BHYIIUTEIbHON OYTHIJIKM OCTaJIaCh TOJIBKO ITOJIOBMHA, @ HalyOpeHHbIe Oejble MEYKH CITyKaHKH
o0pesnu HeXKHBIM pyMSHEI.

— Ecnu s BHIIIBIO e111€é HeMHOT0, Te0e IPUAETCS MEHST HeCTH, — 3aMeTHJIa OHa.
— f He IpoTUB.

— MoxeT ObITh, TH TOJIBKO 9TOT'0 U X0Yelllb, HO s, TI0XKaJyH, BO3OEPKYCh, — OTBETHIIA XKEHIIUHA U
BCTasla u3-3a cTojia. OHa 3aiBMHYJIA 32 CO00M CTYJI, ¥ TYT C MOPSI OYHYJ CUIbHBINA MTPOXIagHbEIA OPu3.
Promu Ha e€ mIaThe 3aXJIeCTalld U CTAJM IO0X0KH Ha MOPCKYIo meHKY; Llunb 2XKya cTano KJIIOHUTH B
6ok. ®aH JIuHb OBICTPO BHICTYIUJ BIEPEN U MOAMEPXKall €€; XKeHIIUHA C yNIbI0KOiM MpuobHsiia ero 3a
PYKY, ¥ OHHU IOLIIH.

Bcio mocnenymomnyo ux IpOryiky 1o HabepexkHoi My>K4YiHa YyBCTBOBAJI Ha CBOEM PYKe JIETKUU BeC
Lwnp XKya u ciyIran e€ HEMHOTO HEPOBHBIE, KOPOTKHUE ITaXKKHU Ha Mapy CO CBOMMHU, — OH OLIYIIal
IbIXaHUE XKEHIIWH, OTHAloIIee IPUSATHBIM, XOTS 1 HEMHOTO CIIMPTYO3HbIM, BUHHBIM apOMaTOM.

Lluap XKya Oblta KyIbTHBAaTOPOM, IPUYEM OYEHb ake CUJIbHBIM, TakK 4TO ecqiy OBl OHa 3axoTesia, eu
OBl He COCTABUJIO TPyJa B MUT IIPOTPE3BETh; O0JIee TOro, faxe IPOCTO YTOOE OCTaBATLCA MbSHOU, el
IIPUXOAUIIOCH TOAABIATh BepueHue cBoero 3é3nHoro Koneca. ITosaToMy ceiidac oHa Oblsia XpPyNIKOH,
KaK caMas 0ObIKHOBEHHAs [IeBYIIKa.

— HHTepecHo, rhe ceifyac 10Has rocnoxa... — IporoBopusa XKeHIKHa.
— BepHnynace yxe, HaBepHOe. Mory ouckathb €€, Korga BepHEMCS.
— Kak 3a6aBHO, — He 3a0nIBaii, OHa yXKe cunbHee TeOs, MacTep.

— Kak Takoe 3abypmenib, — npeicHyn ®aH JIuHb, 1 BCE-TaKM 3aMeTHII IPo cebs, 4To Mas elre He
HaHeCsIa PYHY Ha KOJIeCo, a 3HAUYMT OHa ITOKa elné He Obla CuiibHee ero. K ToMy ke MyK4uuHa ObLT
Oonee-MeHee YBEPEH, UTO OJ0JIeeT €€ U Ha MEePBOH, U Jaxe Ha BTOPOH PyHe IIPH ONpeaeIEHHOM
cTeueHHUU 00CTOSTENLCTB, €CJIM OHA M Jajblile OyaeT CTOSITh KaK BKOITaHHAS B Havase 60s. Tak 4To
II0Ka 4TO OH elré He OBl cj1abee CBOEM YUeHUIIH; OTHAKO €CJIM OHA MPOMOJIKUT KYJIbTUBUPOBATE CO
cBoel 0e3yMHOM CKOPOCTBIO, COXPAaHUT OH CBOIO (pOPYy HEMOJTO.

[Toxa ®an JIMHb Pa3MBIIUIST 00 3TOM, OHHU BHIIIIKA B KOPUAOP. TaM ObII0 IyCTO. YKe HaCTyIuI
IIO3[IHUI Beyep, ¥ OOJIBIIMHCTBO KHUJIBI[OB OTEJIS 100 y2Ke BePHYIUCh B CBOM KOMHATHI, Tu00 He
IIJTaHMPOBAJIM BO3BpAllaThCAd B HUX 0 CaMOU [TO3[HEeN HOUM Uiu Jaxe fo yrpa. uae XKya Bcrana
HaIlPOTUB CBOET0 HOMEePa, AoCTana OTKyAa-TO K/II0YX U CTajla BO3UTHLCS Mepeq ABepliel, BCTaBIdId UX
¥ TaK, ¥ 3TaK, ¥ BCE MUMO. M BCE 3TO XKeHIIKWHA fiesa ¢ OOJbIIMM a3apToM 1 BHUMaHueM: ®an JInHb
Ha0JI0Man 3a €€ CXKaTHIMKA PO30BHIMU I'YOKaMH ¥ COCPEIOTOYEHHBIMH TJIa3aMu.

Korpa xe Lunb 2Kya HaKOHeI] IoMajia B CKBaXKUHY U IPUOTKPLLIa IBEPb, €€ T'yOKU MPUOTKPHIIUCH B
pacnabnenHoM B3noxe, ¥ ®aH JIuHL HEMe[JIEHHO HAKPhUI UX CBOUMHU. CIyCTS Iapy OECATKOB CEKYHT
r'yOBl UX PA30MKHYJIUCH.

— T®I Begb He X0TeJ1, 4TOORI ¢ TOOOH CIiaiy M3-3a XKaJIOCTU? — 3aMeTH/Ia XeHIIHA.

— ITaBaii Torma 6e3 xKayloCcTH, — OTBETUII MyKUKMHA, XBaTasd eé 3a 6émpa. — A mpocTo Tak. U He
yOuBal MeHs mocie 3Toro. [lal elrné mapy 4acCUKOB YTPOM 4YTO-HUOYIb MIPHUOYMATh.



Luub XKya pacTepsiach, ¥ BOPYT YCMEXHYJIacCh:
— JlagHo...
U cpa3y oHa B3MbUIa y Pan JIuHA Ha pyKax.

OHu BBaNIKCh B HOMEP, OBEPb XJIOMHYJIa caMa co00i, U CIIYCTS BCET0 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBeHUM LIuHb
2Kya yxe nmexarsa Ha KpoBaTy, a ®aH JIuHb KpaliHe COCPEIOTOUEHHO PaCIIHYPOBHIBAJI €€ 3alyTaHHOe
IIj1aThe.

— Mo€ Koneco HeNOBUKHO, — BAPYT 3aMeTUsIa pacciabisomascs Ha TepuHax KeHlmHa. — Ecnu
THI ITIOCTapaeIIbCs, U YObEIh MeHsI OYeHb ObICTPO, S He CMOTy TeOe HU4ero cgenaThb... —
pacckasbiBana oHa, moka ®aH JInHb pa3bupacs ¢ 3aMyTaHHOW HTHYPOBKOH.

— ...Torga TH cMOXKeITh OPOCUTH IOHYIO TOCTIOKY U cOexKaTh, ¥ Te0S eIle HOIT0 HUKTO He HaWfeT...
Kaxko# XuTpeIf ¥ JKECTOKUH IIJIaH; HO 5 0 HEM JoTafanach, ¥ MO3TOMY y TeOs HUYero He BHIAMET...
Bos3MmoxHoO...

®aH JIuHL CTSAHYI C HOT CJIyXKaHKU YEPHYIO TKaHb, OTKPHIBas €€ OapxaTHble Gerbie GEOpa.

— Ho ecnu THI BCE cuenaemb IpsAMo cendac, y Te0s eme MoXKeT OBITh IIaHC... Tak Tl MOIpo0yelb
MeH$1 yOUTh?.. — C UHTEPECOM CIIPOCUJIA KEHIITUHA.

®an JluHb 3aMep ¥ 3agyMasics. CIycTs mapy CeKYHMO OH OTBETHIT:
— Het, — 1 pa3@BuUHYT €€ HOTH...

HeckonbKo MITHOBEHUM CITYCTS HOMEP HaIlOIHUIIO TSIKEN0e U ropsiuee ObiXxaHue, MyKCKOe U
JKeHcKoe. KpoBaTh, Ha KOTOPOU ITPOUCXOUIIO NENCTBO, OMHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe KonebaHus
OCTaBaJlaCh KPEIKoi KaK I'PAHUT, a IOTOMY eAWHCTBEHHOe [laBJlIeHre, KOTOPOe UCIIEITEIBala Ha cebe
Mast, KoTopasi BCE 3TO BpeMs IPsiTanach MOM 9TOW KPOBATHIO, OBIIO IICUX0JIOTHYECKUM — aXKe B
KPOMEIIIHOM TEMHOTE JIUIIO IeBOUKHU OBIJI0O KpacHOe-KpacHOe...

OHa cama BO3BpaTHJIaCh B HOMEP BCETO IIPUMEPHO [eCSATh MUHYT Ha3aj, I0CJie Yero cpasy IpoIia
Ha 0asKOH, 3aKphlIaCh TaM ¥ CTajla JIto00BaThCSI TEMHBIMU MOPEM U CBeTOM Oesbix poHapey Ha
HabepexkKHOM, ¥ Pa3MHILIIATh; Mas Tak yBIeKJIaCh CBOMMHU MBIC/ISIMU, UTO faiKe He 3aMeTHIIa, 4TO B
KAKOH-TO MOMEHT B JIBEPU CTaJl KTO-TO JIoMuics. Korma ke geBoyka Mpuliia B cebsi, 0HA cpasy
CMYTHIACh U mmobexkasia OTKPEIBATh, HO TYT [BEPh CaMa OTKPHIIACh C TPOXOTOM; Mas ucImyranach 1
KaK-TO MHCTUHKTUBHO IOPKHYJIA ITOJ KPOBaTh. A TIOTOM Ha KPOBATH HAYasoCk... JTO.

ITeBOYKa KaK MOTJIa CXKMMaJsla CBOM YIIX, YTOOB HUYETO He CJIBIIIATh, HO IIOMOTaji0 He CUJIbHO; ei
BCIIOMHUHAJIMCH GepYIIH, KOTOPBIe UCII0Tb30BaJl TAKCUCT, ¥ Mast K/Is/lack, 4YTO KyIUT ce0e Takue-xKe...
[ToToM OHa IbITanach OTBIEYLCS Ha YTO-HUOYOb, OHA MBbITANach Jaxke MeIUTUPOBATh O CBoeH [lao
PyHe, Uiy BCIIOMUHATH CBOE IIPOIIJIOE, THITAThCS yOexKaTh B HETO MU B KaKue-HUOYIb pacCKas3HL...
Ho kaxnpiii pa3 e€ BLIpHIBaJI Ha3af, IO KpoBaTh, 0COOEHHO I'POMKHUY BCKPHK...

Bcé aTo TAHYIOCH 1Ie/IyI0 BEUHOCTD I10 OLIYIIEeHUSIM NeBoYKHU. HeCcKOIbKO pa3 OHa yxKe Oblla yBepeHa,
YTO BOT OH, KOHEI], ¥ HacTyIasa TUIIMHA, KaK BOPYT BCE HAYMHAJIOCH IT0 HOBOM, ¥ CHOBAa KPOBATh
BUOPHUPOBAJIa Y He€ Hafl rojioBoM... I CHOBA, ¥ CHOBA, ¥ CHOBA ¥ CHOBA... M NHIIb KOTHa Ha YIuIle yxKe
eBa JI1 He HAYMHAJIO CBeTaTh, Masi, C COBEPIIIEHHO KPAaCHBIMHU T'Jla3aMH, BhIKapaOKaiach Ha CBOOOMY.
Bcemu cumamu cTapasick He CMOTPETh Ha KpPOBaTh, MEBOYKA, IPUKPLIBAsI CIIEPBa OJUH CBOM IJIa3,
IIOTOM OPYTOi, B3si7la C IPYTOM KPOBATH OfEsI0 1 MOAYIIKY U Ha I[BIITOYKaX y0exkasa B BaHHYIO. TaM,
B SIPKO OCBeIlleHHOM Gefioli KOMHaTe, Mas IOofBHHY/Ia KOBPUK, Pa3I0KHUJIO OfIesyIo BO3Jie yIla,



3aKyTaJlaChk B HETO, IIOJIOKKJIA I'OJIOBY Ha IIOAYIIKY M HEMEOJIEHHO 3agpeMalla BEIMOTAaHHEIM 1
CJIagJKHUM CHOM...
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