B COBEPLIEHHO TEMHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE CTOAJIO OTPOMHOE KaME€HHO€ KOJIECO. OHo OB1110 cepoe,
IIOKPBITOE IIEIIJIOM M IIPAaX0M, KaK 6YJITO MHOT'O BEKOB IIPO0JIe2ZKaJi0 B PYHHAX...

Jluap ®aH cMOTpeN Ha 9TO KOJIECO; TOTOM OH Me[JIEHHO IIePEBET B3I Ha OTHOCUTEILHO
He0O0IbII0e, IPUMEPHO eMY II0 MOSIC, JIEASHOe A0, MyKUKMHa BIIOXKUI PYKH B KaPMaHHL.

OH HaxomuJICS B IPOCTPAHCTBE BHYTPU CBOEY AYILH.

JIuap ®aHy 5T0 MecTO OBITIO XOPOIII0 3HAKOMO, OOHAKO OH He ObIBasl 3[IeCh YK€ OUYeHb IaBHO.
[ToaToMy MyzK4MHa CIIepBa YOUBUIICS, KOTa 110 MpoOyxKaeHU0 He 00HApyKHUIT Ha cebe HUKAKUX PaH,
— JIUIIb CIIYCTS BpeMs OH IOHSJI, YTO €ro HhIHEIIHEE TeJI0 — 3TO TOJIbKO MPOEKLUS ero CO3HaHusd, U
YTO OH Ceilyac HaXOOUTCS BHYTPU CBOEU T'OJIOBHI.

JInup ®aH HAKIIOHUIICS Tepeq JedsTHBIM SHIIOM U BCMOTPEJICSI B HeT0 — OHO OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO
HEIIPOHUI[aEMEIM.

— Cnacu60, HaBepHOe, — CKa3aJl MyK41Ha C AI0BUTON UPOHUYHOMN YCMEIIKOM.

BrnarogapHocTei Ha caMoM fese OBIJI0 He HYyXKHO, HO moueMy Obl ¥ HeT? TpuALaTh JIeT Ha3afd OH
oponen Umnepatpuny JlegsHeix ['y, HO CBOUM IIpeACMEPTHLIM yIapOM OHa BOH3MUJIACh JyXOBHOU
3CCEeHLMeN B AyIly MyKUYMHEI, U COpsATanach. Hammm e€ mOBOIBHO CKOPO, HO HAUTHU U YAAJIUTh — 3TO
He OfTHO U TO Xke. 3a Te HeCKOJIbKO [IHel 1mociie OUTBHI, Ha MPOTSKEHUH KOTOPHIX Aymy JInHb ®aHa
ocMaTpHBa/IM caMble CIiocoOHBIe Bpauu 3Be3nHOr0 HebocBoga, UMnepartpuiia Jlegsaueix I'y yxe
IIyCTHUJIa KOPHU, ¥ N30aBUTHCS OT HEE CTAJI0 COBCEM HEIPOCTO.

Haxe 3B€3nHBIN Bragblka He MOT YHAUTOXUTH €€ 0e3 TOro, YTOOH TOBPEOUTh Yaxyioe 3BE3MHOE
Korneco psimoM, a 9To Ob1 03Ha4asno ans Jiuas ®ara cMepTh. biaro cama MmmnepaTpuiia 6ojbiie Oblta
He omacHa. E€ yBeubs ObIIM Jaxke CTpalllHee PaH MYXKYMHBI, ¥ eQUHCTBEHHAS MPUYMHA, TI0YEMY OHa
o cux 1mop Oblyla KKBa, 3TO MOTOMY YTO OHA IIOTJIONIAJIa ero XXKU3HEHHYI0 SHEPTHIO.

Ona IIPUJIINIIJIa K HEMY KaK IIHXIBKa.

Iaxe mocie paspyuienus ero [Jao Cepaiia u monoMku 3Bé3gHoro Komeca, y Jlunb ®aHa 0CcTaBamoch
elé HeBEePOSITHO KPeIKoe, IOAMUTaHHOe BCEBO3MOXKHBIMYU 3TUKCUPAMHU, 3aKaJEHHOE B MJIaHETAPHOM
simpe Teno. OH MOT XKUTh eIlé CTOJeTHe, Mpenen KU3HU 0ORIKHOBEHHOTO YeI0BeKa — He TO YTOOH B
TAKOW XXKU3HU OBLT 0COOBIN CMBICH, — HO BCET0 3a TPUALATH C YeM-TO JIeT MMmepaTpulla BIUTana U3
HET0 MTOYTH BCE COKH, TaK YTO MyKYMHA ITPEBPATUIICS B CAaMYI0 HACTOSIIYIO Pa3Basioxy. B camoro
OOBIYHOTO MSATUOECATUIIETHETO CTapHKA.

ITo caMBIM OITUMHCTUYHEIM IIPOTHO3aM, KUTh €My OCTAaBaJIOCh JIET IIE€CTh, CEMB... A moToMm Bcé.

— .../ TH yiigéuIs BMecTe CO MHO#. B 4éM CMEBICTT Tapa3uTHPOBaTh, €CJIM BCE PABHO ITOTOM YMPEIIh?
McTums 3a 10, 9TO 51 Tebs youn? — JIuap ®aH mokadas roJ0BOM U MOTHSJICS.

— Ho 3a ceropus 6marogapio, CYMTal omjiaTula apeHay 3a Mecsil... Ho BooO1ile JaBHO yxkKe 1mopa Tebs
BBICEJISITh C TAKUM MOJIKKOM, — MYXK4YMHA [TOBEPHYJICS U y2Ke cOOMpPasICs YXOOUTh, KaK BOPYT
TefsTHOe STUI0 B3OPOTHYJIO, ¥ ITPO3ByYasl XOJIOMHBIN U IITYMHBIM KaK BbIOTa T'OJI0C:

— He npubnuxaticsd K Hel.

JInup ®aH HanpsArcs u mMoBepHYyJCcS Ha3an. OH ObIT HEMHOTO YIUBIIEH, IOTOMY YTO 3@ BCE 3TH T'OJbI
VimnepaTpuiia Beunoro Xnaga HUKOTa He BEIXOAWIA C HUM Ha CBA3b. HaXMypUBIINCH, MyKUKMHA
yBUET, YTO U0 BAPYT CTAJIO IIafAKO-TONyObIM, C IPO3PayHOil KOPOUKOM, KaK KOHGETKa, KOTOPYIO



IIPOMOYMIIH CJIIOHOM; Ha €T0 3epKaJIbHOM MOBEPXHOCTH BAPYT MOSBUIIOCH H300paKeHne
B3BOJIHOBAHHOTO JIMYHKA. BII€HOT0, METCKOT0, C 3aPOCIISIME BOJTHUCTHIX YEPHEIX BOJIOC JIuHb OaH
HATPSATAJICS, TPUIIYPHUIICS U CIIPOCHIT:

— A oHa TyT npudeM?

dAuo mokaswiBano eMy Maro.

— OHa omacHa, — OTBETHUJ rojioc. — Tebe He CTOUT K Hell MpubIuKaThCA.

— Cepbé€3H0? — MyXKYHKHa yIbIOHYJICS. — [Jalika IoflyMaTh, a KakK Hac4eT... [Iola THI.

— 4 Gonbine He cMory Tebe moMoraTth Onuxkaiiiie HeCKOJIbKO MecsIeB. beru. Unmu Mel yMpeM, —
XOJIOOHBIM T'OJIOCOM YeKaHHUIIO0 (ppas3sl SUII0.

— Xa, — JIunp ®aH XMBIKHYIT:

— { ¥ Tak CKOPO OTKUHYCBH, €CJIA Tl HE 3aMEeTHJIa, ¥ THl BMECTEe CO MHOU. BOT pa3Hulla MexXay
3BEpeM U 4eJIOBEKOM: MBI XOTsI OBl 3HaeM, KakK yMepeTb HOPMaJIbHO, a Bbl JKMBOTHHIE [0 TTOCTIETHETO
IEePKUTECH 3a BCIO 9TY... 2KanKyio «kKakK Obl ZKU3Hb».

diitio 3amMongasno. Ho moToM BOPYT CHOBa 3a3By4alio HOBHIM, faxke 60jiee CUIbHBIM I'0JIOCOM:

— Ecnu 6wl 51 Obl1a yBepeHa B MOel cMepTH, 51 OBl TaBHO BEPHYJIACh B BeNUKOe [[ao; MOU OTIIPHICKU
TOTOBHL YMEPETh 3a MeHS, U S ToXKe He coOMpalCh UATH NIPOTUB Ipefonpenenenusi. CTpax cMepTH
€CTb TOJIBKO Y BacC, TOTOMY YTO BHI lajiekKu OT [1yTu. Ml poXmaeMcs U3 HETO HaPSIMYI0 U YXOOWM B
HETo II0CJIe CMEPTH.

— [Taxe Tak? 3Haelllb, 3ByYUT He OUeHb YOeOuTeNIbHO, 0COOEHHO OT T'OJIONHOM MUSIBKY, KOTOpas
IIpHCOcanach K IOJIyMEPTBOMY CTapHUKY.

JInaes ®aH 37100HO YCMEXHYICS:

— EcTb onpaBmaHus?

— MHe He HYKHO OIIpaBABIBATHCS. 71 BCE elllé XKuBa, U00 BCE eIllé MOT'Y KUTh U BEPIO, YTO Oyy XKUTh
U TaJbllle.

— IogenumbCcsa TPUYAHON CBOET0 OINTUMHU3Ma?

— Ecnu xouemib, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII TOJIOC: — DTO THI.

— A? — Jlunp ®aH BCKUHYT OGPOBb.

— 4 KynbTUBHMPOBAJa THICSIYHU JIET, HO THI OfI0JIEJT MEHS CITYCTS BCETO JIUIIb TPHU rofa. 1 3Haio, BhI
oy criocoOHee Hac, BBl TJIYIIbIE, HO JTIOOMMEBIE IeTH BeTUKOro [Jao, HacnemHuKYU Hio#BH, HO maxe
cpenu opyrux cebe mMomoOHBIX Thl — 0COOeHHBIN. Th TaaHTIUB U CUJIEH, U B TeOe He ObIJIO CTpaxa,
KOT7Zla THI BHIIIEJI IPOTUB MeHs, Thl He cOexkaJl, THl cpaxarscs, X0Ts OblI cjabee U 3HAJ CBOIO CyOLOYy...

— O kaxk, g npsmo cMmyinaiock. Ho Bc€ aTo B nponuioM. Ecnu Th He 3ameTuna, — JInHb PaH 1mokasan
Ha cBoé 3Bé3nHoe Komneco 60nbpmuM manbiieM. — 4 Kak OBl BCE, MyCOP.



— He BaxkHO, 4TO THI O cebe OyMa€llb. BaxHo, 4TO 4 BHXKY CBOMMHU T'Jla3aMHU.

— 41 B Tebs Bepio.
MyXK4rHa pacTepsyICs Ha MTHOBEHUE, a ITOTOM IIPHICHY ¥ CKa3aJl:

— Cmacu6o, oueHb 1eH0. Ho KOMIITUMEHTH Ha X/1e0 He HaMaXellb, Tak 4To ¢ Te0s BCE elé peHTa
3a TPUALATH JIET, C IPOIEHTAaMM, — CKa3asl OH, 633a00THO TOBEPHYJICS U PACTBOPUIICS.

[Tpumeén B ceOst JIunb ®aH He cpal3y, HO Me[IJIEHHO, IIOCTEIIeHHO BOMpPAs OIIYIIeHHUS OKPYKaloIlero
Mmupa. CriepBa HEMOTY BO BCEM CBOEM TeJle, HOWIIY0 00J1b, KPOBaBHIM ITPHUBKYC BO BECh POT U Ha BCE
ropro... [Iotom GoJiee MpUSITHBIE YYBCTBa: HEXKHbIE IIOKPhIBaja, KOe TEIJIO THe-TO PSIOM,
JIUKYIINeE BeKU I3BIKU CBeTa... MyXkK4KHa C TPYAOM NIPUOTKPHLI T'Jla3a U KauHyJ YyTYHHOU T'OJIOBOH,
IIBITAsICh BEIKUHYTH COH. OH ITOBEPHYJI TOIOBY U YBUOE CIIPaBa, MIPSIMO HAaIIPOTUB XOJIOAUIbHUKA,
IIBLTAIOLIUAY KOCTED.

MyX4YrHa HAMpSrcs Ha HEKYIO OO CeKYHIY, HO II0TOM BCIIOMHMJI, YTO IOM €0 TaK IIPOCTO He
CTOPHT, ¥ BCE OBITIO B 00IIIeM-TO B IIOPsimKe. Torma B3TJISI ero MejIeHHO MepeIlél K Y4ePHeHbKON
neBouke. OHa cupesna Bo3jie KOCTpPa, B CBOel 4EpPHOU 100Ke, B TIETKOM Geoi 611y3Ke C KOPOTKUMHU
pyKaBaM#, ¥ rpenack. [leBouka oOHMMalla IOAXKaThie HOTH ¥ OTPaXKalia CBOMMHU TJla3aMu-
CTEeKJISIIKAMU IJIaMs.

[TpumepHo ¢ MunyTY JIuas ®aH npocTo HaOIIOMal, KaK OHA TO U [eJI0 MeXaHU4eCKH BOPOYaeT PyKoi
B IIAaKETHUKE C CYIIEHEIMU CEMEeYKaMHU JIOTOCA.

[ToTom peOEHOK caM ero 3aMeTHI.

— Macrep! — Mas BcTpemneHynach u 0yaTo oxuia. OHa BCKOYMIIa HAa HOTH, ¥ MyKYKMHa 3aMETHUIT
TPSACYIIUICS Y HEE€ Ha pyKe YEPHEIHA OpacreT.

— U Tebe Toxke mobpoe yTpo...
— Macrep BHL... Brl... — Mas He Morjia mogo6path cy10B. OHa cxKKUMaa KyJIauKu.
— 2KuBo# s, KuBOM mmoKa. [laxe, HaBepHOe, U Aasblie Oyny xKuTb. Bpomge, — npoxpunen Jluuas ®aH.

— ... — leBouka moBecua ronoBy. OHa Ka3asiach BUHOBATOM, U, Kak npenmnonoxun Jiuus OaH, He
3HAaJa, KaK U3BUHUTHCS.

— Paccnabbcs, 9T0 g mypaka BaisiTh pemus. Thl TyT HUKaKuM O0KOM. ECTb YTO B XOJIOMUIIbHUKE,
IIPOBEPb.

My}K‘-II/IHa OBLT He IIPOTHB BLITIUTE IIXBA.
Mas CIemntHo KHWBHYJIA ¥ CTadJIa PBICKATH B XOJIOOUJIBHUKE, BOOA pYKOfI II0 er0 TEMHEIM II0JIKaM.

Tyt JIuap ®aH BCIOMHUII, YTO IOCJIENHIO 0aHOYKY OH yKe «BHIIUJI», ¥ UTO KPOME Heé B IoMe
HU4Yero cbeCTHOro He Ob1s10. Ho meBouKa SIBHO CIUIIKOM CEPLE3HO OTHECTACh K ero npockbe. OHa
oCTaBujIa XOJOAUNIBbHUK, Tpo0eskanach ria3kaMy 110 TEMHOM KOMHaTe, ¥ B UTOTe C BULOM O3apeHUs
Ha JIMlle CyHyJla MyK4YMHE IIaKeT C CeMeYKaMHu.

JIuus OaH, BOPYT HpOFOJIOI[aBLHPIfICH, KO€e-KakK 3arjgHyIl B HeTr0, HO YBHEJI TOJIBKO KPOIIKH.



— JlapgHo, 5 He TaK yX U TOJIOfeH... — MPOIIeNnTas MyK4iHa, 100 eBOYKa CTaja eilé 6onee
HEJIOBKO# ¥ BUHOBATOM, a IIOTOM B3[OXHYJI, — BCE €T0 TeJIO 3aHBITI0 OT 9TOTO B3[0Xa:

— Wpu TH yXke moMo#. Bo3Bpaiaiics B cBoM KiaH. Tl BeOb cOexalla, Tak?
Mast He TOIIEBENUIIACh U CTalla MSITh PYKH.
— Cepbé3Ho? Bcé ellé HacTauBaelb, YTOOH 51 OBITT TBOMM MacTepoM? — JIuHb ®aH ynbIOHYICS:

— Trl MeHs BupuIb BooO1Ie? YeMy 51 Mory TeOs HayuuTh? Kak ObITh MEIIKOM AJisi OUThA? MeHS 4yTh
He IpuOUIN HECKOJIKO UANOTOB, — IMOYTH, o6aBus mpo cebs MyxunHa. Ha camoMm pmere y ogHOTO
OblIa POOOCIIOBHAS, OPYTroi OB TPDEHUPOBAHHEIM OOMIIOM, @ TPETHUM TaK U BOBCE yXKe HaHEC cebe
[TepByto Pyny. U eme MyK4rHe BHICTPENIUIIM B CIIUHY, @ 9TO OBIJIO yKe coBceM HeuecTHO. Ho JIuub
®aH X0TeJl CKOpee OTHeNaThcsa OT peOEHKA, a TOTOMY PelIu ce0si HEMHOTO IIPUHU3UTD.

B 9TOM 0OH OB XOPOIII.
— Wgu yxe...

— Hert, — BOpyT BHIanuia JeBOYKA U BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, CBePKasi CBOMMHU ITJIaME@HHBIMU Y€ PHBIMU
rima3kaMu. YTo OBII0 HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, TOTOMY YTO KOCTED OBIN y Heé 3a cnuHou. — f... 4 He Mory.

JIuap ®aH CIIepBa PaCTepAsCd, da IIOTOM OH OIIYyTHUII CTPAHHOE Da3dpaxKeHne U OaxKe IIOOHAI I'OJIOC:

— 4 tebe roB... Kx... — 3arpeMesn oH ¥ BOPYT 3aKallisl. BHyTpu ero coaBuiia XoJiofHas ocTpasi 007b.
JIuep ®aH CKPUBUII JIUI0 U CBAJIWJICA CIIMHOU Ha MaTpac.

— M-MmacTep?! — Mas ucnyranachk 4 paCTepsSIHHO BCKUHYJA PYKH, He 3Hasi, KaK eMy IIOMOYb.

— 2KuBo#, kxa... HaBepHoe. B OBl KUBee, ecii Obl MEHSI He HEPBUPOBAJIK, — IMpo0ypyan MyXKUKnHa.
— Macrtep... ... — neBoYKa CryioTHyJa. — f X04y y BaC YYUTHCH.

— CoOBETYI0 CXOOUTH K IICUXHATPY.

— Bl BepHYIM MOU Meu.

— IToTroMy 4TO 51 UOKOT.

— Brl repoii, — cka3sajia Mas ¢ IpUabIXaHUEM.

— BriBmni.

— Macrep!

— [IxonbHBIM yunuTenb. Temneps, HABepPHOE, TOXKe OLIBIINY. 3a TaKoM OapHaK MeHS MOTYT U BBHITIEPETh.

— Beml... BhI... — geBOYKa CTPEMUTEJIBHO KpacHena. — Macrtep, ecnu... Eciu... Bel He cuenaete MeHs
CBOeM yueHHUIeH, s cebe HaBpexKy.

— Banan.

— Macrtep! Bti... Eciu BH He cTaHeTe MOMM MacTepoM... — Tiia3a Mau 3aCHsiii COBCEM yXKe
6e3yMHBIM ¥ OTYasTHHBHIM CBETOM. BOpyT OHa 3aKMypuiIach ¥ MOAHSIIA T'OJI0C:



— 4 pacckaxy BceM, 4TO BHI tefogur!

JInap ®aH BBIITYYHMIJI I'lTa34d, IIOOABUIICSA CcoOCTBEHHOU KPOBEBIO M 3aKallJIAI KaK CTOJIETHUU KYPHUIIBIIUK.
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