- THI... - B3JISII BTOPOT'O MIPUHIIA TOMEHSIJICS, OH CY3WJI TJla3a, IPUCTANIbHO TIsias Ha L3un HOa.
3nauenue coB L3ua KO3 He Morio ObITh 60stee oueBUIHBIM. OHU SBHO 3HAYUIIH, YTO OH, BTOPOH
IIPUHI], He MTPOSIB/ISIeT HUKAKOTO YBaXKEHMS K ITOKOJIEHHUI0 CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOTO MMIIepaTopCcKoro
OSIOIONIKY U eT0 Cynpyru. Ecmu OBl 3TH ClT0OBa OOCTUTTIM yile# MMmepaTopa, HEBO3MOXKHO, YTOOH He
HAIIlJIOCh HECKOJIBKMX MUHUCTPOB, KOTOPHIE HE YXBAaTUIUCDH OBl 3@ 3TOT IIaHC, YTOOBI HCIIOIL30BaTh
IIPOCTHB CAMOT'0 BTOPOTO IIPHHIIA.

- Banp BaH ycran, moxanyiicta, BTOPOX NPUHI], IIPOI0XKYU gopory ans baub Bana ¢ Xyandau, - Cs0
YsHb Cy3un rnasa, I/ Ha BTOPOro IIpHHIIA. ITO CJIOBO "mOXKanyicTa" HeClI0 HECKOIBKO
caTUPUYECKUY XapaKTep U CHeslasio JIUI0 BTOPOro IpUHIa ellé 6ojiee YpOIIHABHIM.

- Hesstoit Xyan Iy, 6ymbTe ocTOpPoxKHBI! - Kak pas, Korga Cso YsHb coOpascs yHATH, CJT0Ba, FPOMKO
BBIKDUKHYTHIE B TPEBOT'€, BHIPBAIUCh M30-PTa Y€JIOBEKA, CTOSIIEro I'e-To o3aau. BHe3amHo Bce
TIOJIHSIIY TOJIOBHI, HO JIMIIL [JIS TOTO, YTOOH! YBUMETh, KaK IOSBUIACh OTPOMHAs TeHb U Habpocuiach
Ha rpynny Csio YsHs.

Csto YaHb Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTOIOEHEN U yKe cobupascs cxBaTuTh L[3uH 03 3a pyKy, YTOOBI OTTSIHYTh
eé ce0e 3a CIUHY, HO OH COBEPIIEHHO He 0xKupaas, 4yTo LI3uH K03 cama 6pocuTcs B ero 00bsATHS.
Bormpiias pyka My>K4YKHB CZKalachk, KOTHa OH OB OTOPOIIEH Ha HECKOJIBKO IITAaroB Ha3ajl.

- Aaa... 371eCh BOJIK! - B TOJIIe BO3HUKIIM KPUKU YOUBIEHUS U TPEeBOTH. [l0 TOT0, KaK BTOPOU MIPUHI]
CMOT OTBETHUTh, OH BHE3AITHO 3aMETHUJI YTO-TO YEPHOE Iepe] Ila3aMy, U OTpoMHas TeHb 0TOpOCHIa
ero Ha 3emstt0. OGHaXKUBIIKECS OCTPBIE KITBIKK B 9TOM IITMPOKO OTKPHITOM IMACTH 3aCTaBUIIM BTOPOTO
IpuHIA 06JIeIHEeTh OT CTpaxa.

Tonma 3aBoyiHOBasIachk. iMmepaTtopckasi oxpaHa Obljla TaK HaIlyraHa, YTO OTCTYIIMIIA; HO, KOTHa
yBUZEIa, YTO BTOPOU IPHUHI] IPUXKAT K 3eMJIe OTPOMHBEIM CEPHIM BOJIKOM, 3TO 3aCTaBUJIO UX
3agyMaThCs 0 He0OXOIMMOCTH CllaceHus1 MiMmepatopckoro npuniia. OgHako, Korma MMnepaTopckas
oxpaHa coOpajiachk YTO-TO [IeJIaTh, TIOSBUIICS €II€ OOUH CEPhIH BOJIK.

Ha sToT pas Bce ACHO BUMENN MECTO, U3 KOTOPOI0 BO3HUK 3TOT BOJIK. Ha caMoM fiesie OH BELIE3 U3
KapeTsl geBdaToro Xyas [ly.

- ITomorwure... KTo-HNOyOb, Ha momots! Y6eliTe 3Toro 3Bepsi! BrICTpo! - eBHYX, KOTOPHIM Clem0Bal
3a BTOPBIM IIpHHIIEM OBIT TAaK HAITyTaH, YTO BECh APOKAJ; ero HOT'Y TPSICIKChH 663 0CTAaHOBKHM, KOTHA
OH yKa3bIBaJl Ha CEPOT0 BOJIKA, KOTOPHIHM 00HAXKMI CBOU KJIBIKY M Kallaj CITIOHOM.

- CtoaTs! - B TO BpeMs, KOrfia Bce OBIJIM CTPAIIHO HAllyTaHbl, BHE3AITHO OHU YCJIBIIIATN HeXKHBIHM, HO
TPOMKUU T'0JIO0C.

Bce mopHsinmu rinas3a u yBunenu, Kak L3un K03, cnenyromas 3a geBsaThiM XyaH [y, maraymna Brepérn,
IIPOTUCHYyJIAch Yyepe3 MIepaToOpCKyo 0XpaHy U ABUHYJIaCh K CEPOMY BOJIKY, K KOTOPOMY HUKTO HE
OTBaXMJICS MomouTu. OT U3yMJIeHUS BCe IMUPOKO paclaxHylIu r'jla3a ¥ TPOMKO B cepaLax
BOCKJIMKHYJIM "HEXOPOLIO".



- Yépr, pa3Be 9Ta [eBYyIIKa He 3HaeT, KTO TaKo# BoiK? [IpocTo mopomina K HeMy; pa3Be 9TO He
yTpoXkKaeT e€ KUIHU?

- 9TO OUKHeE 3BEPH, aX...

- Kaxetcs, aTa geBstas XyaH(pai 0edCTBUTEILHO CKOPO YMPET.

Bcs Tonma BHe3alHO 3aKpHyala B TPEBOTe, Ha MX JTUIAX OTYETIMBO YATAIUCH CTPAX U XKaJO0CTh.
HekoTophie XKeHIIMHE], KOTOPEIE OBl Hanbojiee pOOKUME ¥ Cepao00IbHEIMU, 3aKPHIBAJIH T1a3a, OHU
He CMeJIi CMOTPETh Ha TO, YTO HOJXKHO 6bII0 mpou3oiTu. Korma Bce ucmyranuch, LI3us K09 Kak pas
TIOMOIITIa K CEPOMY BOJIKY.

- YeépT... [leiicTBUTENbHO HEYNOOHO, - Ha nuile LI3ux K03 BHe3ammHO BO3HUKIIO BEIpaXKeHUe
HEJIOBKOCTH, KOTla OHa YBU[eNa, UTO BTOPOM IMPUHII MPUkKAT K 3eMie Nanoi Mub 1I351Hb 1 60UTCS
IIOIIIEBEJIUTHLCS.

BTopoii mpUHI UCIyTaHHO YCTAaBUJICS Ha CEPOT0 BOJIKA MIPSIMO Iepeq HUM. Bes cilloHa U3 OCKaJIeHHOM
TIaCTH CTeKasla eMy Ha JUII0. B myIe oH GbIT UCIyTaH U OMHOBPEMEHHO MPeOkIBajl B IPOCTH, HO Jaxke
HEe OCMEJIMJICS CABUHYTHCS C MeCTa. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH ycibiian ronoc Li3un K03, Bropoi npuHI
TIePEBEN B3I U yBUAeN, uTo [[3uH K03 CTOMT NpakKTUYEeCKU PSIOM C CEPHIM BOJIKOM, He TIOKa3bIBast
HU KaIlJIu CTpaxa.

- Ti... BrICTpO yOepu 3TOTO 3BEPSI! - BTOPOM IPUHIL BHITJISAEN TaK, OYOTO [JIs CIACeHUST CBOEH
JKU3HU OBUT TOTOB YXBATUTHCS faXKe 3a HECYACTHYIO COJIOMUHKY. IMEHHO TaK BHITJISIENIN €TO CJIOBA,
PE3KUM IIpUKa30M OpolieHHbe B CTOPOHY L3un 3.

- Ayyy... - Ha MTHOBEHHe I10Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO CePhIH BOJIK TIOHUMAaET 4eJI0BeYeCKyIo pedb. Yepes
MTHOBEHIeE II0CJIe TOT0, KaK TOJIBKO IIPO3ByYasiy CJI0Ba BTOPOT'O IIPUHIIA, B I'JIa3aX BOJIKA 3aCBETUTIACh
3710064, ¥ OH OTKPHLII IACTh, JKeJlasi OTKYCUTh 'OJIOBY BTOPpOMY NpuHLy. OKpyXKalolue 3aKpuyay,
CXOMSI C yMa OT CTpaxa, HO HUKTO He OCMEJIIIICS COBUHYTHLCS C MecTa.
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