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HuK OTKPBIT POT, YTOOBI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO PE3KO 3aMOJIK, IIOCKOJIBKY B 3aTHIJIOK JIoTaHa YTKHYJIOChH
IIByCTBOJIbHOE IYJIO.

— Kaxkoro uepra BHI 30ech genaeTte? M moueMy, 4epT BO3bMH, BBl 00a B KPOBU? — CIIPOCHII TIOKUIION
MyKYKHA.

JloraH OTBJIEKCSl, COCPEOOTOUYMBIINCEH Ha 3alllMBaHUM paH Huka, 103TOMy He IOYYBCTBOBAJI HU
3amaxa, HY 3ByKa OT CTapuKa, KOTOPBIA TUXO BOILIEN B OM U IPHCTaBHUII ABYCTBOJIKY K €TI0 T'OJIOBE.
Ho, HeCMOTps Ha TO, YTO CTapUK CMOT Imofo0paThCs K HeMy c3afu, JloraH He BoyHOBascs. OH MOT
IIPAHSATH Ha CBOE Teno BricTpen u3 PIIT" u yiiTu 0T MecTa B3phIBa Yepe3 MUHYTY.

Ho mockonbky Huk OvlI psimoM, eciiu ObI CTAaPUK BEICTPEIINII, TO HE TOJBKO Pa3pyLIu Ol MJIOTH Ha
ero 3aThlJIKe, HO ¥ Toman 6b B Huka, mostomy JloraH meicTBOBas OBICTPO, BHITYCTUI KOTTH,
Pa3BePHYJICS U IIPOHECCS MIPSMO II0 CTBOIY AP0O0OBHKA, TpeXke YeM CTapUK YCIIell CpearupoBarth.

— Yro 3a...! — 3aBONMII CTApUK, KOTa HAKOHEI-TO 0CO3HAJI PealbHOCTh U IIOHSJ, YTO IPOUCXONOHUT.
JloraH BCTas Ha HOTH II0CJIe CBOEr0 CUJIBHOTO yaapa U yOpas KOT'TH, OH BEPHYJ OFHY PYKY C KPEIKO
C2KATHIM KYJIaKOM, TOTOBBLIM HAaHECTU MOIIHBIY yAap 10 CTapYeCKOMY JIUIy CTapuKa, OPYTrOd PYKOU OH
CXBATUJI CTapuKa 3a BOPOTHUK, IIOTHUMAS €ro C 3eMJIU.

— Toi yomomok! Tl OBI BRICTPEIOM yOun pebeHka! — JIoraH Kak pa3 coOMpascs yoapuTh CTapuKa,
KOT'7la BHYTPh C KPUKaM¥ BOeKaJla IOoXKKIIasa XKeHIIHHA.,

— Tloxanyiicta, octaHoBUTECH! OTIyCTH ero! — Kpudaya OHa, Aep3Kach 3a CTApHKa CIepenH,
TIBITASICh 3AIUTUTE €ro OT JIoraHa.

YBumen OIPpaMaTU49€CKYI0 IEMOHCTPAIIUI0 CaMOIIO2KEPTBOBAHUA 9TOMU CTapyXx#, Jloran Pa303JIHUIICA.
OHa BBICT@BIISI/IA €TO IJIOXUM IIapHEM, HO B HEM TaKXKe IIPOCHYJIaCh HEHABUCTE K CTAPUKY, XO0TA 3a
MI'HOBEHHE O 3TOr0 OH IMPMCTABUJI IIMCTOJIET K €TI0 I'0JIOBE, YTO ITPOMIOIIIIO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH
BOpPBaAJICA B UX JOM.

JloraH ocyabui XBaTKy CTapUKa ¥ CIIYCTUII €T0 Ha 3eMJII0, TI0CJIe Yero KeHIITMHa OTTall[ua ero Kak
MOXKHO fasnbiiie oT JloraHa 1 Huka, 4To OBIJIO HE TaK yXK U [aleKo C ee CIabbIMU PyKaMH.

Crapuk 3afbIxajics Mapy CEeKYHI, Ipex/e YeM 3arOBOPUTh, eT0 KeHa Obljla pSfooM C HUM, Ilava y
HEero Ha pyKax: — Xa, 4TO THI [ieJIaelllb B MOEeM IoMe? — CIIPOCUJI CTapPUK C IPOXKBIO B T'OJIOCE.

JloraH Bce ellle OBIJT HEMHOTO 30J1 Ha TO, YTO C HUM 00paIlaloTCs KakK CO 3JI0[leeM, ITI03TOMY OH He
OTBETHJI ¥ IIPOCTO 37100HO ITOCMOTPEIT Ha HuX. M B 3TOT MOMEHT mo3aau JloraHa pa3masncs citaOvii, HO
YeTKui ronoc: — [ledyIiKa, IPUCSAb, BHIIEN CTaKaH BOJLI UJIM Yero-HuOymb elfe. Ham BceM HYyKHO
YCIIOKOUTHCSI.

O6a moXKHUITEIX YeI0BeKa C YOUBIIEHUEM II€PEBEJIN BITIAObl Ha Huxka. CTapI/IK 3HaJl, 9TO B €Ir0 IOM
3aljI0 ABoe IIOCTOPOHHUX, HO OH HE BHUOEJI BTOPOTr'0, IIOTOMY 4YTO Jloran 3aKpPHIIT EMY 0630p. HOSTOMY
OH H€ IIOHAJI, 9TO BTOpOfI YeJIOBEK Ha CaMOM [eJie OBLT CUHHUM, YEeThIPEXPYKUM peﬁeHKOM C OJIMHHBIM
XBOCTOM.

Crapyxa BHIIIITIa HA YNIKIY, KaK BeJies el My, 4 BOIIUIa TOJIBKO TOIIa, KOTHa YCIBIIIala ero KpuK,
II03TOMY OHa TOXKe He 3HaJjla, YTO B JloMe eCTh Pe0eHOK, U He I03BOJIKIa OBl MyXKY B3SITh C COO0M
opyXxwue, ecnu Obl 3Hasa.



— Kak Bam 310? XM? — CcHOBa crpocun Huk, risias To Ha MOKUIYIO Iapy, TO Ha CBOETO JedyLIKY.

JloraH Ha CEKyH[y 3aayMalicsi, 3aTeM ITOOIIEN K PAKOBUHE U B3SIJI C TIOJIKM YETHIPE CTEKIISTHHBIX
CTaKaHa, HATOJTHUII WX BOMIOM ¥ MOCTABUJI Ha CTOJI, IOJOOBUHYB OOUH U3 HUX K Huky.

[Toka JloraHn mui CBOM CTaKaH BoObl, HUK 00paTHUIICS K MOXKUJILIM JTIOMISIM, KOTOPHIE 10 CUX II0P He
IPUIITY B ce0s OT olleleHeHus: — [IprucaxkuBalTeCh, Mbl MOXKEM IIOTOBOPUTh.

IToxunas IIapa HUYETOo He [IeJIalla, TOJIbKO MOJI4d yCeJlaCh Ha II0JI XU U3YMJIEHHO CMOTPEJIa Ha Huxka.
CTapI/IK IIEPBLEIM IIPHUIIIET B ce0s1 ¥ Me[jJIeHHO BCTaB C I10JIa, IIOMOT MOAHSATLCS CBOEH XeHe. 3aTeM
nmopouIiesl K CTomy.

Crapuk mofoIien K OnuxkauiieMy CTyIy ¥ IIapy CEKyHI cMOTpe Ha JloraHa, 3aTeM IepeBesT B3I
Ha Huka u TonmbKo moToM ycesncs. Ero KeHa ocTanachk CTOSITh IT03a0u HETO, @ PYKH II0JIOKUIIA TOMY
Ha IJ1e40, KaK OBl MOgepKuBas ero.

— IIpexme Bcero, s1 XoTel OBl U3BUHUTHCS 3@ BTOPZKEHME B Balll IOM, U 5 YBePeH, YTO MOM AedyIlIKa
COXKaJleeT, YTO Hamyraa Bac. — HUK oOpaTusics K IoXKuUJIoH mape, KOTopas CTOs/Ia CJieBa OT Hero, a
3aTeM IIoCcMOTpen Ha JloraHa.

JloraH ycCyBIIIaB ero CiaoBa, GBIPKHYI U OTBEJI B3TJISI[ B CTOPOHY, HE IIPOSIBIISIS MHTEpeca.

Huk cnerka ycMmexnyscst mpo ce0s1, yBumes, uto JIoraH BefeT ce6st HEMHOTO 3aCTEHYMBO, HO IIOCIIE
3TOTO CHOBA IIOBEPHYJICS K CTAPUKY.

— Xopotio... Teneps paccKaxuTe MHe, I0YEMY BBl B MOEM IOMe U IToueMy 06a B KPOBU? — CIIPOCHUIT
CTapHUK, BHOBb 00PETSI HEKOTOPYIO YBEPEHHOCTH M3-3a BEKIIUBOTO OTHOLIEHUS Huka.

— IIpexpe Bcero, BH 3HAETe, KTO S TaKo#? HeBaxkHO, eClii He 3HaeTe, HO 3TO U30aBUT MEHS OT
00BbsICHEHUST HEKOTOPHIX fieTarnel. — Crpocun Huk, BepTs B pyKax IMyCTOM CTEKISHHBINA CTaKaH.

Crapuk chefal pacTepsSHHOe JIUI0 U yKe coOupascs YTO-TO CIIPOCHUTH, KOTla XKeHIIKHA TI03aix HETro
3arosopuina: — Tel Huk CTapk, He Tak Ju?

— Ia, 3TO0 Tak. { yOuBJIEH, YTO KTO-TO B BallleM BO3pacTe 3HaeT 000 MHE. — YIOBIETBOPEHHO
otBeTun Huk.

— Xaxa, {1 ellle He HACTOJILKO CTapa U BCe ellle IIOMHIO, KaK B HOBOCTSIX IIOKa3kIBaJId BUMIEO0 C TBOEMU
MaTephio B TeUeHNe HEeCKOJIbKUX Heflellb IOCyIe BRIX0fa Ipecc-penn3a. YTo ThH 3[IeCh fie/laellb? —
CIIPOCHUIIA OHA C JIIOOOIBITHEIM BUIOM.

— Hy, Bce Tak... — Huk Hayan 00bSICHATh COOBITHS MTOCTEOHUX OBYX HEesb, ero TPeHUPOBKHY, KakK OH
noran K CTpalikepy, paccKasa Kak ero ucTs3aja OJT0HIUHKa-CafuCTKa U 00er C JeIyIIKOM.

K koHIy ero 00bsICHEeHNH TT0XKMUIasd XKeHIIMHa HexKHO oOHuMasna Huka, fepxa ero Ha KOJIeHsX,
CTapasiCh He MaBUTh EMY Ha CIIMHY. Y cTapuKa ObLI0O Cephe3HOe BhHIpaXkKeHUe JTHIA, TOKa3kIBaloIIee,
YTO OH I'Ty0OKO 3aiyMasics Haj TeM, 4To HUK TOJTbKO YTO UM paccKasarl.

Jloran IOo-TIIpe2KHeMy MOJI4aJl, HO ero B3rjsian On11 erre 6osee CI0XKHBIM, B TPYOHO OBIJIO IIOHSTH, O
4YeM OH OyMadeT, He o6y1aast CIoCOOHOCThIO YUTATh MEICIIH.

— Emie pa3 u3BKMHUTE, YTO MBI BJIOMUJIACH B Balll JOM, HO HaM HYKHO OBIJIO THE-TO OTHOXHYTh. —
W3BuHanca Huk ctapuky ¢ KOJIEH CTapyXu.



— He BomnHylics, MaJibIll, 9 IOHUMAI0, HO YTO BHI Tellepb coOupaeTech AenaTth Tenepb? — CIpocu
crapuk Huka u Jlorana.

— Celtyac g [OCTaTOYHO CHUJIEH, YTOOHI TEJIETIOPTUPOBATLCS IOMOH, 5T POCTO XO04Uy CHOBA YBUIETh
MaMy. — OTBeTUI HUK T Ha CTOJI, a KOT/a OH YIIOMSIHYJI MaTh, €T0 I'jla3a ClieTKa YBIaXKHUIUCh.

Babymka o0HsiNa ero HEMHOTO Kpelde, HO BCe ellle IOMHUJIA 0 ero TpaBMax, Korfa ychusimarna Huka
M TIOYYBCTBOBaJa, Kak HUK B3APOTHYII, KOTMla TOBOPUJ O CBOEH MaTEPH.

— MarblIi, MOTOPONUCH U OTIIPABNSIUCS HoMOM. He HYKHO XKOaTh MeHs. Kak TOnIbKO 51 pa3bepych co
CrpaiikepoM, s HaBely Te0si. — BcTaBast u3-3a cTojia cKa3an JloraH. 3aTeM OH IOJOIIENT K CTapy3Xe
U cHaI Huka c e€ KoJeH.

— A? — youBneHHO BoCKIuKHY Huk, korga JloraH mpuTsAHYyI ero K cebe u 00Hs1. Huk Obin
OlLIeIOMJIEH HEOXKUIAaHHEIM 00BSTHEM U [T0O3TOMY He cpa3y 0OHsn JIoraHa B OTBET.

Korpma Huk, HakoHell, MOHAJ, Yyero mobusaeTcsa JIorad, To OOHSI €r0 B OTBET TaK XKe CHUJIbHO BCeMHU
YeTHIPbMSI pyKaMu, Kak ¥ JloraH ero, a BO3MOXKHO, Jjaxe cujibHee. XXBOCT HuKa faxke Hayasl BUJISTS,
YTO CJIy4asioch TOJIbKO TOTTIa, KOTia OH OBIJT OYeHb CYACT/IUB ¥ He KOHTPOJIUPOBAJ 3TO.

YBumeB 3Ty ClieHy, oXKuIIas KeHIIHHa He MOTJIa He 0TpearupoBaTh: — Pa3Be 3TO He IIPEJIECTD,
IpaBfa, HOPOTou?

Crapuk IIpOCTO KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM CBOEM KeHe U BHITJISIAEN Tak, OyATo oH IriTy6oKo 3agyMmaincs. [Toka
Huxk u JloraH 3akaH4YuBalIu CBOU OOBSITHS ¥ HAaUMHAJIU IIPOIIATHCS, CTAPUK 3aT0BOPKUII PaHbIIE, YeM
OHU YCIIEJIH.

— ITopgoxnu, Jloran. Bo3pMu HOpMaibHYIO OfeXAy. Thl He JOMKeH XOOUTh B OKPOBABJIEHHOU OflEXK[e,
y KOTO-HUOYOb CIYYUTCS CepAedHBIN MIpUCTyI. — [lociie 3TUX CJI0B CTApUK BHIIIET U3 KyXHU U
BEPHYJICA uepe3 Iapy MUHYT C Ky4dell OfeX bl B IPABOX PyKe U KOKaHOU KYPTKOU B JIEBOU, TOU
camo#, u3 dunbpma.

— Bor, HapileHb UX, OHM IPUHAMJIEKATN MOEMY CHIHY, OHM [OIKHBI mogouTu Tebe. — CKa3as CTapuk,
nepenaBad Jlorany ogexay.

— Cnacub6o. — [To6marogapun ero JloraH, IpuHUMAasi OLEXOY OT CTapHKa.

3aTeM JloraH IoIIe B APYIVI0 KOMHATY, YTOOHI IIEPEOIEeThCS, U TI0Ka OH 9TO0 menas, Huk cmpocun
TIOKUITYIO TTapy: — Tak 4To B cOOMpaeTech menaTh Temepb?— HUK CIPOCHI, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJ, YTO
OHU yMepIHu B ¢pumbMe u3-3a 3epo. [Toxwunas napa Owiia mobpa K HEMy, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHHU
BJIIOMMITHACE B UX [IOM, X II09TOMY OH He XOTeJl, YTOOI C HUMHU CIIYYHIIOCh YTO-TO IIJIOX0E.

— O, MBI HEMHOT'O TT0OKHMBEM Y MOETro OpaTa u ero ceMbH, IoKa 3TOT CTpaiikep He yOepeTcs 0TCiofa.
4 He xo4y, 4TOOH MOSI K€Ha II0TaJia Iofl TePeKPeCTHHIM oroHb. — OOBSICHUI CTAaPUK, TIEPEBOMS
B3IJISA] C ITapHS Ha XKeHy U 06paTHO.

Huk BHIIOXHYJ ¥ MBICJIEHHO CKa3aql: «f paf, Ha 9TOT pa3 OHU He YMPYT». B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 APYroi
KOMHATHI BhIIesn Jloras, yKe nepeofeTsid, B HOBOU OfleXKMe U KOXKaHOU KypTKe.

— JlapmHO, MaJIhIll, TTI0pa IPOIIaThCS, U Ilepefail IPUBET CBOEN MaMe OT MeHs. — cKasas JloraH u
cHOBa 00Hs HuKa, ¥ KOrfia OH y2Ke coOupascs YXOOUTh Yepe3 KyXOHHYIO IBEPb, OH MIPUIIETEN
00paTHO, MPU3EMIUIICS Ha IOJT KYXHH, IJIalIMs Ha CIIHUHY.



Y Hero Obljla CMSATAsI U pa3npo6neHHaﬂ IIyJisd B IEHTPE n10a, BBl MOTJIM BUMIETh, KaK rjla3a JloraHa
CMOTPEJIX Ha eTo0 7100, OH KCIIOJIb30BaJI OOHY B3 CBOUX DVK, YTOOBI BBEIHYTE IIYJII0, KOT'Dd OH BBEITAIIIXAJI
€e, Bbl MOI'JIM BUOETh €r0 KOCTE, CGpGGpHHYIO, KakK ero KOrTtu.

Kak Tonpko myns Oblyia B3BJIEYEHa, ero Koxka ObICTPO 3axKujia, 0OCTAaBUB HEMHOT'0 KPOBH Ha 10y Kak
HallOMUHAHUE O pPaHe.

Korpa Jloran Hauas geiCTBOBaTh, BEIIYCTUB KOT'TH ¥ BEIIIPHITHYB U3 lOMa Yepe3 OTKPHITYIO ABEPS,
Huk Takxke GBICTPO CpearupoBall, MOHSB, YTO 3T0 paboTa 3epo. OmHOM PYKOM OH CXBATUII CTApyXy, a
XBOCTOM YXBaTHJICS 3a JIOABIKKY CTapHuKa.

V6equBImCch, 4TO Kacasics 00oux, HuK TenenopTupoBas uxX IOfabile 0T PepMepCcKOro moMa U OIS
0os.

Kaszanoch, 4TO 3TO 3aHs/I0 MHOTO BpEMEHH, HO Ha caMoM fefle HuKy moHamo0uIoCch UIh TO BpEMS,
KoTopoe JIoraH mOTPaTHUI Ha TO, YTOOKI MTOMHATHCS C 3eMJIM ¥ IOUTHU OO0 OBEPU KYXHHU.

Huk, cTapuk u cTapyxa HaXOOUIIKUCh B TITyOuHe Jieca, IPUMEPHO B OBYX MHJISAX OT (hepMePCKOro Joma.
Ornsanysiuuce Ha3an, HUK yBUzesn BEPTOJIeT, CTPEIAIIIUY 110 YEMY-TO, CKOpee BCero, o JIorany Ha
MOTOIIMKIIE, TaK KaK BEPTOJET, II0X0XKe, TPeciaeoBa 4To-To.

Huk o0epHYyIICS K I0XKUION MTape, Yy KOTOPOi 01 601bHOM BUA U OnegHble Tulla: — BEl B mopsigke?
CKOpO BCe MPOUAET. DTO MPOCTO MOCTIEICTBUS OT TENeNMopTaluu. — 00bsICHUI UM HUK.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI CTAPUK MEePBHIM mpuien B cebs: — Xa, 3To 661 CTpaiikep? C JloraHoM Bce
OymeT B opsioke

— Ila, BEPOSITHO, areHT 3epo, eCJIX BEICTPETT B TOJIOBY - XOTh KaKOW-TO IIPU3HaK, a JIorax OymeT B
IIOPSIIKE, OH CIIPAaBIISJICS U C Xy[ALIKUM. — YCIOKous ero Huk u npogonxkun: — UpeMm, s
TeJIeIIOPTHUPYIO Bac Ha OKpauHy ropofia, a TaM pa3bepeTech. — [Ipexme ueM MoxKumas rnapa ycresna
YTO-TO CIPOCUTh, HUK CHOBa TeIemopTUPOBAl UX IIPOYb, TaK Kak BAaJieKe pa3faliiCh B3PHIBEHL.

— WTak, s BeICA[MII X Ha OKPaWHe Tropofia, KakK 5 ¥ CKa3aJ, ¥ I0Ka CTapUK IIOMOraJjl XXeHe MPUITH B
ce0s1, 5T TEIEmOPTUPOBAJICS CI0Ja, TIe MaMa Hallljla MeHs 6e3 Co3HaHus. S mepeyTOMUICS u
IIpoJiexkast B KoMe 0KOJI0 Hemenu. Korma s 04HyJICs, 1 paccKa3aja MaMe U Asie O TOM, YTO
IIPOU30IIIIO, HO K TOMY BpeMeHH, KOTa Asfs II0CJall Jitofei IpoBepUTh I0M Ha (epMe U CKPHITYIO
6a3y, Bce yxke OblI0 moguuiiieHo. BeposiTHo, CTpaliKep He X0Tell, 4YToObl KTO-HUOYOb Y3HA 0 ero
9KCIIEPUMEHTAX C MyTaHTaMU. — HWK 3aKOHYMII CBOM paccka3 Moii u [Tutepy, KOTOphie OBITH OYEHb
TIOTPSICEHBI YCITBIIIIaHHBIM.

[TuTep BHITNISAAEN Tak, OyATO rIy00KO 3aiyMasics Hafl KaKHMHU-TO BelllaMH, KOTfia OH ITOAHSIJI TOJIOBY U
mocMoTpen Ha Huka, ero riasa u JUI0 CTaIU CEPbe3HBIMHU, B I'JIa3aX CBepPKaJia PEeIIMMOCTb.

Huky cTano ni060ILITHO, ¥ OH MOATTIAAEN ero MBICIH: «f 6obille He MOTY OLITH C/1abbIM, 5 JOJIKEH
3alIUTUTH TeX, KTO MHe popor». [lyman [Tutep, rinspgs Ha Huka u Mau.

YcnrimaB meicnu I[Tutepa, Huk Obl1 yBepeH, 4YTO eT0 paccKas CTajl il Hero IOBOPOTHEIM MOMEHTOM,
Kak ¥ a4 [Tutepa. 910 OBl 60/IBIION TEPETIOMHBIA MOMEHT B €ro XXKU3HU 1 HuK nmogyman, 4To
TeNepb OH CMOXKET JOBEePATH JIIOAIM HEMHOTO0 00JIbllle, faxke eClIU 3TH JIIOOY - IIPOCTO OIKU3KKUE U 3TO



OnL1 OOJIBINION mIaT myisa Huka.
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