— Ecnu s 3ax04y, MO¥ [s/is Bcerma 3abepeT ero [jis MeHs.

Ota (¢pasa, BEUIETEBIIAS U3 YCT KOPOJId, IPOUCTEKaa U3 (pakKTUUeCKOro BEICOKOMepus. Ho renepan
Bpeccy He MOT OTHOCUTBCS K 3TOMY KakK K CIy4YalHOMY ¥ IpegHaMepPeHHOMY 3aMedaHuIo.

JIrogu B 9Ty 310Xy 4acTO BEOyT BOMHBEL MEXAY CTpaHaMU U MeXAy OBOPSHAMH.

Papgy mocTOMHCTBa, pagy BRITOMBI, pafid Bepkl... Ho ObLIM U ApyTrue NPUYXHE A7 9KCIeOUIIUN
KoponesctBa bpeccu. Y Hux Oblla faBHSS BpaXfa ¢ uMiepuel JlerpaH, ¥ BolHa MeXAy OBYyMS
cTpaHamu gnunack 6omee 100 neT — UCTOPUKY O/ KPATKOCTH Ha3bIBalOT ee «CTONIeTHEHM BOMHON». B
CronetHeii BoiiHe Vmnepus Jlerpan u KoponescTBo Bpeccu dacTo mo ouepenu nobexmany gpyr

npyra.

Cettyac OB JOMUHUPYIOIIHH TIePHOM KOPOJIeBCTBa Bpeccu, u sKCIequITMOHHAS apMusl IIPUIIUTa
UMEHHO [IJIST 3TOTO.

HukTo nyuiie reHepasa He 3HaJI I0JI0KEeHUS SKCIIEOULIMOHHOM apMuu bpeccu.
OHU CTONKHYIUCH C OUIIEMMOU.

ITocne Toro, Kak OHU OENUCTBUTEILHO 3aHSIIN erHOCTB HYHHOfI Pekwu, mogun BpeCCI/I Y3HaJIx, 9TO 3Ta
KPEeIoCTh OYEeHb UX CMYyIIIaJIa.

MecTtHOCTh Kpenoctu MyH-PuBep Obljia KPyTOH, TIOSTOMY B KPETIOCTH He OBIIO
CeJIbCKOX035UCTBeHHBIX N0J1el. OCHOBHAA 1eJib KpenoCTy Ha JIyHHOU peKe 3aK/Iyvanach B TOM,
4yTOOH! MCIIOJIb30BaTh €€ B KaUeCTBE CTOPOXKEBOM, a HE IPOU3BOIUTE €y CAMOCTOATENBHO. [lonroe
BpeMsa KpenocTs JIyHHOM peKu mojaranach Ha IIPUMACH U3 ropofa Tpyy ¥ TPaHCIOPTHPOBKY €Ol C
LentpanbHou paBHUHH. Eciu KoponeBcTBo bpeccu xo04eT KOHTPOIUPOBATh €€, OHU OJIKHEI
IIPUBO3UTH €1y U3-3a TPaHUIIHL...

STa cTouMOCTh He OyAeT AelleBo.
OHM CMOTJIM €ero 3aXBaTUTh, HO [IOJITO OKKYIIMPOBATh HE MOTJIH.
Jlyuime Bcero O6b110 00MeHSTH ee Ha 6ojiee BEICOKKE BHITOIEI OT MMnepuu JlerpaH.

Ho camMbiM GOJBIITMM IPEMSITCTBUEM IJIST HUX B 9TO BpeMs CTajio 6e3pacCygHOe BLICOKOMepHe
MOJIOZIOTO KOpons Jlerpasna.

— Heyxenu ouu u gasnseiie OyOyT TPAaTUTh 3eCh CBOE BpeMs?

Hert
I'eHepan 3TO XOPOIIOo 3Hal.
— Ilycth OymeT Tax.

Koponb BCTas, IPUHSI IPOEKT JOTOBOPA OT CBOMX YHHOBHUKOB, ITPOJIUCTAJT €T0 ¥ HeOPEeKHO
BEIYEPKHYJI BHIIIEIIPUBEI€HHEIE TYHKTHI, KaCAIOIINeCss MHTePECOB IAPCKOK ceMbU. 3aTeM OH
pacmucancs ¥ 6POCHUI IPOEKT TeHepany.

— JIu6o cormamiaiicsi, 1100 MPOCTO OXPaHIN 3Ty TPyAy OUTHIX KaMHeH. DT IIePEeroBOPhl 3aHSIN TaK
MHOTO BpeMeHHU, 4To omepa KopmoHs! monxKHa Oblyia OBITH IIOKa3aHa y2Ke TPUXKIHL.



Omnepa Kopmons! Oblna TPAAUIIMOHHOM OMEePOH MPOIIIOTO BeKa, B Hel OBIJI0O MHOTO ITyCTOT0 U
6ecrone3Horo napaienn3Ma, CIOXKeT 3aTAHYT U 6eCKOHeYeH. B Halllu IHU JIIONK YacTo
WCIT0/Ih30BaIA ero, YTOOH BEICMEMBATh BEIll, KOTOPhIe TPATUIIH CIIUIITKOM MHOTO BPEMEHHU Ha
BTOPOCTEIEHHbIE IEeTallU.

Bce MUHUCTPHI IEpPeroBOPOB JlerpaHa BEITJISAIENN MPAaYHbIME U B TTIyOOKOM OT4YassHUU. Bce mymany,
YTO 3TO KOHEII, Ha 9TOT Pa3 IePEeroBOPH OYOYT COPBAHE KOPOJIEM.

Ho Y HUX HE OBITT0O BO3MOXKHOCTH OCTAHOBUTD KOpOoJid... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, EIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIO
3aCTaBUTh JOTOBOP BCTYIIUTE B CUTY, — 3TO IIOOIIMCH KOPOJIA.

B manaTke moBuCIia TUIIKHA.

Kopornsb Bctan u npukasan Xo3suHy [JBopoB coOpaTh cBou Belu. OH GBI TOTOB BEPHYTHCS BO JBOPELI.
[To ero nmpuKa3dy ocTalbHbE YUHOBHUKYU MOTJIM TOJIBKO CJIe[[OBATh 3a KOPOJEM U3 IanaTKy, OJemHbIe,
KaK NpU3paKi.

BykBa/lbHO 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY [TepBOHaYasibHas IIyMHas IajaTKa YMOJIKIa, U 110 IPYTYI0
CTOPOHY AJIMHHOTO CTOJIa IIEPEr0BOPOB OCTAIUCh TOJILKO HEBO3MYTHMEIE ITeperoBopIiuky bpeccu u
HeBBIPA3UTEJIbHLIN TeHepall.

OHU cMOTpeNnu Ha HETO, a OH CMOTPeJl Ha HUX — B 9TOT MOMEHT IeperoBopIIuKyu bpeccu Boobiie
HHUYEro He MOTJIM ITPOU3HECTH.

9T0... Pa3Be ceityac Bce 1110 xopomo? Kak mony4usnocs, 4To BCe YIIJIK B MTHOBEHHE OKa?

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHM, HaKOHEIl, CMOTJIX TIOHSTh Ty 00JIb, KOTOPYIO UCIIBLITHIBAIM B CEPALIAX JIIOAU
KoposeBcTBa JlerpaHy 3a 3TH TOMHL.

Cnyxka takoMmy 6e3pacCyqHOMY THUpPaHY... HUIKTO He MOT CIePKHBaTh YIILIOKH.
— I'enepan?

— TUXO CIIPOCHUII KTO-TO.

OKCIeOUITMOHHBIN TeHepal MaxHY PYKOM, YTOOBI OCTaIbHBIE BRIXOTUIIH.

B namatke gng IeperoBOopPoOB OCTAJICA TOJIBKO I'eHepall. OH HEeBOIBHO YCTAaBHJICA Ha YEPHOBHUK, HE
06pa1.ua;{ BHUMAHUS Ha 3TUKET, XU BEIPYTI'aJICA:

— 9T1oT upuot I'paiic, moyeMy OH He OTIIPABUJI 3TOTO YOIIIONKA K YEPTY PaHbIle?

CrycTs monroe BpeMsi OH, HAKOHEI[, CXBATHJI TIEPO U CEPAUTO PACIIUCAJICS Ha YEPHOBUKE.
— Bynb IPOKIIAT 9TOT HETOASH.

OH 4uyTh He NMPOTKHYJ GyMary 1mepom B pyke.

Barax Obl1 pa3o6paH, 1 YMHOBHUKY IIPAaKTUYECKU BOJIOYMIM HOTU OT OTYassHUs, Habionasi, Kak
najaTky youpawoT OfHY 3a OPYTOH.

HMx xoposb He oOpalljajl BHUMaHUS HU Ha YTO U3 3TOTO.



Iepka XJIBICT, CIJIETEHHBIN U3 30JI0THIX U CEPEeOPSHBIX HUTEH, OH TTIa[u CBOEr0 KOHS. [ 0BOPHIIH,
YTO 3TOT KOHb OBIT IOTOMKOM KOHS OTI[a KOPOJIs, THYHEIM KoHeM Bumnbrensma III. Koposb paHbIe He
0c000 3a060THIICS O HEM, HO ITOYEMY-TO BAPYT CTaJl BEIKA3hIBaTh K HEMY 000XKaHUeE.

BrosiHe BepOSITHO, YTO fJaxke [[bsSBOJI He MOT IOJIHOCTHIO IOHATH BHYTPEHHIOK CYTh 3TOI0 MOJIO[OI0
MOHAapxa.

Bemu nmorpy3unu B gy00BYyI0 KapeTy, # X035iuH [IBOPOB HEOXOTHO IIPUIIOTHSIT 3aHaBeCKy mist Kopors.
— TloxamnyiicTa, mogoxpaure!

Yenopek Oexkal 3abIXasiCh.

OH OBITT agBIOTAHTOM 3KCIIEIUIIMOHHOTO KOpITyca reHepaja bpeccu.

Ou nobGnenHen OT yXkaca, KOrfa yBUes, Kak 01M30K K TOMY, YTOOBI IIPOITYCTUTh OTHE3 KOPOJIS.

Kopornb octanoBun kapety. Crerka oBepHyB I'0JIOBY, JIessHbIE T'OIyOble TJla3a PaBHOLYIIIHO
IIOCMOTPeJIX Ha HOBONIPUOLIBIIIETO.

ABIOTAHT He CMeJI MeJIUTD U ITOCIIEITHO BEIHYJT OTOBOP, OANKMCAHHbIM UMEeHaMu 00eUX CTOPOH.

Koponb He MPOTSHYA PYKY, YTOOBI B3SITh €T0, M HEOPEeKHBIM B3TISI0M IIpUKa3all Xo3sguHy [IBopa
IIPUHSTH [OTOBOP.

Xo3suH [loMarHux X03s#CTB ObLUT B3BOJTHOBAH. OH IPUHSII IOTOBOP OT aAbIOTAHTA U TIATEJIbHO
pacmpaBuil ero 1o KoHIla. Kak u cregoBasno 0XupaTh, OH YBULENI Ha HEM UM reHepana bpeccu, XoTs
3TOT OCTPBIM IIOYEPK B OECATKHU Pa3 BCKPHIJI THEB €T0 X03sUHa.

— Bame BenuuecTBo!

T'onoc Xo3suHa [IBOPOB ApoKal OT BO3OYKOEHHUS.

OTyasHUEe pa3BesioCh, U CPEOy MEePEroBOPIINKOB MOSBUIACh PafOCTh.
— Mp#I yxoguM, MHE Hafi0esi0 3TO IPOKJISTOe MeCTO.

Koposs 6511, KaK 06EIYHO, XOJIONEH U CAEPKaH, ¥ BOBCe He COOMpPAICS MPa3gHOBAThH C HUMHU 3Ty
penkyio nobeny. BMecTo 3TOro OH mpuKas3ana BCEM IBUTATLCS HaJibIlle ¥ BO3BPAIIATHCS BO JBOPEII.

OpmHako moroBop OBLT YCIENTHO MOATIKCAH, ¥ OblyIa 3alIavyeHa JTUIs HeOobinas eHa. B aToT
MOMEHT, KOTTa JIIOAM CMOTPe/IM Ha CBOEHpaBHe KOPOJIs, 9TO ykKe He ObIJI0 TaK OTOPYUTENTbHO, KaK
Ka3aJI0Ch B IIPOIIIOM. BCce pajjoCTHO CeIu B CBOM KapeThl, OCTABUB 0331 TOJIEKO OpecCHaHCKOI0
aIbIOTAHTA C 03JI00JIEHHLIM JIUIIOM.

Ia yOepexeT ero ['ocroab OT CTpafiaHus ¥ THEBA, KOTOPHIHM 0053aTETbHO BEIMECTUTCS Ha HUX.
— I'enepar, KakKoBO Ballle BliedyaTieHue 00 3TOM MOJIOIOM KOpoJie?
[Tocne monrux KoymeGaHUM aCTPOJIOT CIIPOCHIL.

— ITonHbIN YOMIOMOK, TPOKJISTHIM HETOHSH.



C'eHepan OTBETH HE 3a0yMBIBAsCh.
— IIycTh umeT K 4epTy CO CBOUM BHICOKOMEPHEM.
— leHeparn, g gymalo, HaM JIy4llle He IT03BOJISITh KOPOoo JlerpaHa YT OTCIOf@ KUBBIM.

[Tepepn rina3amMu acTposora CHOBa BO3HMKJIa BUXPEBas 3aBeca M3 KPOBU U UEPHOTH, ¥ OH He MOT He
IaTh COBET.

— Tebe He HYKHO CITUIIKOM 3a00TUTLCA 0 HeM. ['eHepas, Ka3ajloch, HEMHOTO IT03a0aBUICS:

— Mol moporo# acTposor, OH MPOCTO Ype3MEPHO BEICOKOMEPHBIN U IPyOBIN MaslbuKK... OH CKOPO
3alaTuT.

AcCTpoJIor X0TeJ CKa3aTh YTO-TO elIlle.

— XBaTUT, MO IIOBEIUTEJIb TOPOCKOIIOB, UM ITaKyl YeMOAaHbl, HaM TOXe I1opa BO3BpalllaThCs.
['enepan ObUT He B HACTPOEHUHU OOJIbILIE CIYIIATh.

AcTponory Hu4ero He 0CTaBaloCh, KakK YUATH.

BepHyBIIKCH B CBOIO MANIATKy, aCTPOJIOT PA3JI0KUI IUCT OyMaru [jis M1ceM, Ha MTHOBEHUE
3agyMasics, a 3aTeM Halucall MHChbMO IIepOM, CMOUYEHHEIM B CIIeLMaIbHBIX 3Be3IHBIX YePHUTIAX.
[TucbMo OBIJIO HAMMKMCAHO €r0 HaCTAaBHUKY. B muckMe oH mogpo6GHO OmMKcan TO, YTO YBUOEN, KOTHa
HabIoman 3a KoposeM JlerpaHa, ¥ CIIPOCHIT CBOET0 HaCTaBHMKA, YTO MOXKET MPeBellaTh 3TO
BUTEHUeE.

— ['eHepas He MpuHUMaeT GIK3KO0 K CepAIy 3Haku cymbOwl. Ho yuuTens, MHe He 10 cebe, Oyab To
COJIHIIE UJTH KPOBABBIM BUXPE... [10XKaIyiCTa, HAallpaBh MEHSI.

OH nepecTan nucaTh U IPOBEPHUII CBOE IIOCTIAHUE.
— OueHb XKaJb, C3P.

CBeua B IIIaTpe BAPYT BCIIBIXHYJIA, ¥ aCTPOJIOT Kak OYyATO ToXKe 4TO-TO 3aMeTul. OH CYHYN PYKY B
KapMaH, 4TOOHI BHITAIIUTh U3 HETO cepeOpsiHbIM KuHKan. Ho B UTOTe OH IOTepIieN Heynayy.

['ycToit YepHBIN TyMaH OCITyMHO IIOTHSIJICS C 3eMJIM, MITHOBEHHO 3aII0JTHUB 3TO Y3K0€e IIPOCTPAHCTBO.
TbMa mornoTusa Bce. ACTPOJIOT HaIpArcs, Ha IOBOPOT I'OJIOBEL IIOYTH YIIUIM BCE €r0 CUJIBEL. YepHBIU
TyMaH IpUONIU3UIICS K HEMY, ¥ OH YBUMEN YeJIoBeKa, Me[IJIeHHO UIYIIETO U3 TEMHOTH.

Ora TeMHas aypa, Befylas IpsMO B afl... gpyras Owuia...
OH OTepsJI CO3HAHUE.
— Kaxertcs, Moe foporoe BemmuecTBO CTONKHYIOCH C HEOOJIBIION HEIPUSTHOCTHIO.

I'IepHI:II‘/JI TyMaH IIPOJOJIZKAJl TEYD II0 3EMIIE, IIbsIBOJT B U3EICKAHHOM U BEJIMKOJIEITHOM YepHOM
TOPZKECTBEHHOM OJEeAHHNH IIOOOIIeJI K CTOJIy aCTPOJIOTa.

On OCTOPO2KHO BBITAIITUJI TMCHMO U IIOJHEC €T0 K cebe.

— TbMa u anast KpoBb... 9TO TaK IIPeKpacHoO, MOe BeIM4EeCTRBO.



On IIpou3HeC CJII0OBaA Ha B3O0XeE.

qeprIﬁ OT'OHb BCIIEIXHYII Ha €ro 6H€J1HI:>IX " XOJIOOHBIX KOHYMKAX IIaJIbIIEB, U IINCHEMO B OJHO
MT'HOBEHHE OﬁpaTI/IHOCB B II€IIE€JI, YIIaB 1 HCYE3HYB B YEPHOM TyMdHeE.

I BSIBOJI ONTyCTUTI PYKY, TIOJI0KUB KOHUKKHY T1aJIbIeB Ha JI00 acTposIora.
— IInuoHUTH 3a YyKUM CaMBIM JIFOOMMEIM COKPOBHUIEM — HEITUYHOE NI0BefieHNe, MUCTeD ACTDOJIOT.

Bocnomuzanue OBIIO M3BI€YEHO U3 10a acTposiora B Buae 61eIHO-0e10i XKUOKOCTH. [IbsSBOI
TIOMECTHII €T0 B PEKPACHHIM XPYCTalIbHBIM LIap U IIpUXKam Ko J0y.

OH yBuUEJ KOPOJIS MOJ MOIYOEeHHBIM COJIHIIEM.

Ha GarpssHoM mjalre KOpoJsl pacliBeNld PO3Hl, & ero JiefsHble roy0rle I1a3a ObUIX MOJIHEL MEICTIEH,
KOTOpble HUKTO He MOT IOHATh. Y ¢ TIOMOIIBIO I'Ia3 aCTPoJiora OH, HAKOHell, yBUIETI TO, YTO OIuxKe
BCETO0 K BHyTpeHHeM cyTu Kopons... Cyns0y, npensemiaoilyio Oyayiiee. B KpoMemHo! 4epHOI
3aBece ThMBI KPYKUJIACh O€CUNCIIEHHEIE ajible BUXPH.

[To mpaBme TOBOPSI, TOJBKO 9TH ajIble BUXPH IIPECTABIISIIN HACTOSIIYIO CYIb0Yy KOPOJIs.

B To BpeMs KakK YepHHBIM 3aHaBeC BO3Belllasl, UTO OH IOAIKCcal KOHTPAKT ¢ [IbSIBOIIOM, €To Ayllia
Telepb MpUHAIIekasna amy.

Kaxk 9T0 OBIJIO KPacHUBO.
— Moe BennuecTso.
— npo6opmoTan IbsSBOII.

BocnoMuHaHMe 3aKOHYUIIOCH C 0THE370M KOpoJisd. [IbSBOI OCTOPOXKHO yOpaa XpyCcTalnbHbIH 1Iap 1
IPOTSHYJ PYKY, YTOOBI CO37aTh anmyto po3y. OH MPUKOJION IIBETOK PO3EI K TPYOH, a 3aTeM ORICTPO
IIPOIIIEJICS [0 HEeCYACTHOMY TTapHI0, KOTOPHIM, MPOCHYBIIXCH, 3a0ymeT 000 BCEM Ha CBETeE.

OH OBIJTT HE MIPOTHUB MTOTHOCTHI0 U30ABUTHCS OT CKPBITOM OMACHOCTH [JIs KOPOJIS.

OpHaxko 66110 OBI 0OYEHB XJIOMOTHO, ety Obl 9TH Toau U3 CBATOM MHKBU3UIMY IIePECEKIN Mope, He
TakK 1u?

B 3T0 Bpems yxKe CMepKaioCh.

KpOBaBO-KpaCHBIfI IBET U TbMa IIOKPHBIJIK 3€MIJII0, B 3TO OBLITO ngeajibHOe BpeMd OJid IMOABJIEHUS BCEX
TEMHEIX CYIIECTB.

I bsIBOJI OBITT CKPHIT B TeMHOTE. OH CTOSIJT IPSIMO, TIOJIEl er0 YePHOU HaKUOKK TPereTaln Ha BEeTPY, a
Kpasi, Ka3aJioch, yracanu, Kak Tymane. OH CHSJI PO3y Ha TPYOH U TOCMOTPETT B CTOPOHY OThe3a
KOPOJIS:

— JloOpwit eHb, Moe moporoe BemuyecTso.

OH HeXHO IoILe/1I0Ball PO3y.
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