JIunas Xao YCIIOKOHUJICA 1 OKOHYATEJIbHO ITPUIIIET B cebs1. TompKO ceryac OH IOHSIJI, YTO nnepen HUM
OTKDPGHBIJIACh IIPEKPAaCHasd BO3MOXKHOCTE. JIuab Xao0, eCTeCTBEHHO, ITIOHUMAT IIPUHIIUII, TI0 KOTOPOMY
HeJIb34d He IIPHHUMATh HeOeCHEIe Y4€eHNd, a MTHa4e MOXKHO IMOABEPTHYTLCA OCY2KIOEHHIO.

[Tpu Mmeiciiu 06 3TOM B rpynu JInHbE Xao pasropesicss HEUCTOBLIM OTOHb. MiMest mepen co0oi TaKyio
IIPEKPACHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh, JIuHb Xa0 TOYHO He cTaji Obl OTCTYMaTh. [laXke €CIIM OH 3HAJI, YTO eMy
IPUIETCS CTONKHYTHCS C 9KCIIEPTOM, KOTOPHIH OBIJT Ha HECKOJIBKO YPOBHEH BEHIIIE €T0, OH HUYYTh HE
poscd.

[TyTh 60eBBEIX UCKYCCTB OBLI Y30K U IOJIOH TPyAHOCTeM. ECiu oH faxke He ocMeuTcs 60poThCs 3a
IPeJoCTaBIeHHYIO eMy BO3MOXKHOCTh, KaK OH CMOXKeT JocTu4b Bepmunsl Boesoro [lao B 6ymymiem?
Kak oH cMOXKeT cTaTh CBOOOMHEIM U PACKPEIOIIeHHHM? UTO OH UMeJT B BUIY, TOBOPS O TPEX THICSYax
HAJIOKHHUIL...

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa JIuHb Xao MOTpy3usics B pa3ayMbsi, OTKy[a-TO U3[alieKa MOSBUIIach HesCHas
aypa. Hemopmaneky CTOsII MOIIHBEIY JIUC C aypoy JeMOHa ¥ HaCTOPOXKEHHO CMOTpen Ha JIuHb Xao.
Tonbko certvac JInab Xao 06paTyl Ha HETO BHUMAHHUE.

Anas KporaBast [leMonudyeckas JIucuila mepen HUM Oblsla MEHBIIIE Pa3MepPoM, a ee MIepCTh OblIa
TIOJTHOCTBIO KPaCHOM. Y Hero Oblja ITapa TPEYTOIbHEIX OCTPHIX YIlIeH, a U3 TOHKUX JIall TOpYalIu
KOT'TY, CBEPKAIILIKE XOJIOOHEIM CBETOM.

JInab Xao momeiTaacs akKTUBHPOBaTh OKO 3HaHUS, YTOOH y3HATH MpaBay. OgHako nHGOpMaIus,
otoOpaxxaeMasi OKOM, ITOKa3biBajla, YTO YPOBEHB 117 OB Ha OBa YPOBHS BHIIIE, UeM Y BIlafieliblia,
II03TOMY IIPOBEPUTH ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Biajenel] MoXKeT OTPATUTh THICAUY MOHET G, YTOOH
KyIIUTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO HHGOPMAIIUIO O Lenn."

JIveb Xao HaXMypUJIICS U 00BeJ BCeX B3TIISImoM. BHe3alHo Bce ero BHUMaHKUe COCPeIOTOYMIIOCh Ha
10y Iemonudeckoro JIuca. Ha 10y nuca TyCKJIO CBETHIIACH cepebpsiHas MeTKa, U €CJIH He
TIPUTISIOBIBATECS, TO 3aMETUTh ee OBIII0 OBl CJI0XKHO.

Cornacuo Oky 3HaHus, y [JleMOHUYeCKOM JINCHUILI TOUHO He OBITI0 TaKOM MeTKH Ha 10y. MoXeT mu
Takoe ObITh? KTO-TO momycTusn oummoKy.

"Xopomro! Otnuyno. TpaTek geHbru! JInHb Xao CIIOKOMHO U3PacxofoBall MOHETHEI G, KOTOPHIX Y HETO
0CTaJIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO.

3Be3nHaa MimnepaTtopckas Jluca, meMOHUYECKUY 3Beph LIecToro Knacca. Korga od mornon, oH O6ymeT
IIpeBpaIaThCS B Pa3IUYHbIe BUOB [leMOHMYeCKuX JINCHIl HU3KOTO KJTacca, YTOOH! 3aIUTUTE Ce0s.
TonmbpKO KOrfia OH BCTPETUT caMoe OJTM3K0e CYILIeCTBO UM CTAaHET B3POCIIBIM, €My OTKPOETCS
HMCTUHHASA ¢popMa. "

Kaxk u oxupganocs! 3to Ovi1 coBceM He [Jemoruuyeckuii Jluc Anoit KpoBu TpeTrero Kiacca,
OTMCaHHHIN B CBUTKE 3afaHus, a UMmnepaTopckas JIuca, KoTopas OblyIa B JECSTKH THICSY Pa3 IIeHHee
€ero.

IeMoHMYECKUY 3Beph OB Mpeobpa3oBaH B GOpMY, 1 €Tr0 POAOCIOBHAs Oblla caMoi 1IeHHOMH!
Conpatsl ¥ TeHepassl ObIM pa3fesieHbl Ha pa3Hble YPOBHU AparoueHHocT. M [leMoHudeckuit Jluc
IIeCTOTO KJlacca nepexn HuM OblI aOCOJIIOTHO TOYHO CYILIECTBOM C ITOTEHLIMATI0OM, CPaBHUMBIM C
[leMOHMUYEeCKUM 3BepeM CeIbMOro Kiacca.

"JImup Xao, 9T0 He Ta JIuca". pa3gancs c3agu romoc TaHTai K03, B KOTOPOM CIBIIIAJICS HaMeK Ha
030pPCTBO.



"Bce BepHO. IT0 3Be3nHas Mmmepckasa JIuca. 9ToO uMIepaTOPCKUY JeMOHUYECKU 3BePh LIECTOT0
Knacca. OH 0YeHb LIEeHHBI". OCTOPOXKHO CKa3an JIuHb Xao.

JIueb Xao MTHOBEHHO OPOCHIICS BIlepel, HaMepeBasch MONYUHUTL UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 nucy. OmHaKo
JIuub Xao He 0KMOAJ, YTO OHA IPOCTO OyMeT CTOSATh Ha MecTe, He YKIOHIsCh. bojiee TOro, Ka3anocs,
YTO B €€ rj1a3ax ObUT XUTPHIM U 030PHOM B3TJIS,.

JIuup Xao HU4Yero He 3amomo3pui. OH pBAHYT BIepe Ha IOJTHOM CKOPOCTH. Yero 6b110 605SThCS
MMIIePATOPCKOM JIMCUIIHI IIIECTOM CTYTIEeHH, KOTopas Bce ellle Oblyia IeTeHbIIeM?

On npubmuxancs! Korga JIuae Xao ObUT BCEI'0 B HECKOJIBKUX ITAarax OT UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIMCHI, BpeMs
CJIOBHO OCTAHOBMJIOCh. iMmepaTopckuii JIuc mepen HuUM OBITT IBHO He [ajiekKo oT Hero. OmHAaKo, KaK
OBl OH HU CTapa’sics, OH He MOT NpUOIU3UTLECS K HeMy. CTTOBHO HEBUAOUMEIM Oapbep OTHENSI er0 OT
3Beps, He MO3BOSAS ABUTATHCSH.

"OHO SIBHO 04eHb O/IM3KO0 KO MHe, HO ITI0YEMY 51 He MOTY [0 Hero goTsHyThcA?" JIuHb Xao
OCTaHOBUJICS Ha MeCTe ¥ ITIOCMOTPEeJ Ha TOpAYI0 UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 Mucy nepen coboii. OH GBI 0YEHb
o3ajayeH.

JIunb Xa0 gocTas Med U3 CBOET0 XpaHWIIKINA U CO BCel CUHL BHNyCTUI OTHeHHY0 Aypy Meua.
OnHako OTHeHHas aypa Meda, MHOTO pa3 UCIBTaHHAasA ¥ IPOOUBIIASACS CKBO3b 0€CUUCIEHHBIX
Bparos, Oblta 3a0/I0KMpOBaHa HeBUOUMEIM OapbepoM nepen HUM. He Ovl10 BUOHO [axe mynbcanuu!

B atotr momenT TanTan KO3, KoTOopas Bce 3TO BpeMs MoI4asa, B3AOXHyla U Me[jJIeHHO CKa3ana: "9To
6ecmone3no. bapbep MmmnepaTopckoit I'poOHUITE HACTOIBKO CHUJIEH, YTO Haxke boeBwle MiMmepaTopsl,
HaxofsdIIecs Ha OOGHOM YPOBHE C HUM, He MOTYT IIPOPBaThCS CKBO3b HEr0. He TpaTh CBOI 9HEPTUIO.

YcnrimaB ronoc Tanta# HO3, JIuae Xao TyT ke 00epHYJICS ¥ IOCMOTPEIT Ha He, 0XKuaas
mpopoikeHusi. TaliHa, KOTopas Tak monro Oecrnokouna JInHe Xao, HAKOHEN-TO OblJIa PacKpHITa?

Tl HAaKOHEI-TO coOupaelIbcs MpPU3HaThcs? JIMHb Xao BOAPYT TOYYBCTBOBAI HEOOBSICHUMYIO TAHUKY B
cepale, HO OH He MOT HalTH HUKAKUX N0Ka3aTebCTB.

TanTail K05 nerkumu maramu MefJjieHHO [OJOIIa K MeCTy, Ime octaHoBuics JIuHb Xao. OHa
cka3zana: "KoponeBckas nuca MacTepa Ovlna 3amedaTaHa MMmnepaTtopckoi Cunoi Mactepa. HegaBHO
ObL1 meHb nogBaeHnus Mnepatopckoi ['poOHuULEL. f He 0XKuAasa, 4YTO OHa IOSIBUTCS TaK paHO".

TanTa#t O3 ocTaHOBMIIa CBOM IIaT¥ ¥ BOPYT CJIETKa MOIIEBENUach. [0 MOKUPOBAHHEIM B3TJISIOM
JInab Xao oHA HaIPsIMYIO IPOHUKJIa CKBO3b HeBUAUMEIN Oaphep. Ka3zanock, 4To 6aprepa BooOIIe He
Ob110, KaK OyaTo ero u He ObUIO BOBCe. JIuHb Xa0 BREITSHYJI PYKY, YTOOH MOIPo6OBaTh elle pa3, HO
IIPOPBATLCS CKBO3b HETO BCE PABHO HE I0JIYYasiocCh.

"JIunp Xao, Thl IOMHUIIB, KaK BIIepBLle yBUAe MeHs?" TaHTay FO3 0CTOPOXKHO NPOTSHYIA PYKY U
nopHsia MMnepaTtopckyto JIucy. OHa HUCKOJIBKO He CONIPOTUBIISIACh U OKa3aslach Ha pyKax y
TanTtait K09, Hacnaxmasch €€ TPUKOCHOBEHUSIMH.

"KoHeuHO, 51 TOMHIO. B TO BpeMs 4 ellle KymaJcs, a Thl pubexkasa MoAriasgsBaTh 3a MHOM. T fJaxe
O0OBHMHSIEIIbL MEHSI B TOM, YTO s IOATJISIABIBAII 32 TBOUM TejioM". JImHb Xao MpOu3HeC 3TH CJI0Ba 0YEHb
CIIOKOWHO, HUYYTh HE CMYILIAsCh.

“TBl eQUHCTBEHHEBIM, KTO TaK roBoput". TanTau F03 3akatuma riasa Ha JIuHbs Xao u mokpacHesna. OHa
BCIIOMHUJIA CLIeHYy TOTo OHs. "Boo0iIme-To, s He XKUTeJb 3TOr0 TOPHOT0 MaccuBa'. cka3asa TaHTau H03



¥ BHUMATEJbHO ITOCMOTpea Ha JIuHb Xao, cJI0BHO Oosiyack, 4yTo JImHb Xao paccepauTcs.

Onnako JIueb Xao CIIOKOMHO CTOST HA MeCTe U TUXO0 cKa3an: "[a, 1 3Hato. KTo OyfeT XXKUTh B TaKOM
ormacHoM MecTe? K ToMy Ke, TH XKeHIMHa 6e3 o0pa3oBaHus".

TanTtau K05 co cTpaHHBEIM BEIpaXKeHUEM JIulla OTBeTUNa: "BO3MOXKHO, TH He YJIOBUJI CMBICTIA B MOUX
cnoBax. { XKUBY B 9TOM rOpHOM Maccuse. [ToTomy 4To 1 crana B UMnepaTopckoi ['pobHuIle. A xKuBy
B 9TOM I'OPHOM Maccuse. "

"B yeM xke cyTs?" JIuHb Xao 3agyMacs Ha HeKoTopoe Bpems. Kasanocs, 4To y cnos TanTtau O3 He
ObLJI0 HUKAKOTO JPYroro CMBICTIA.

Cnosa TanTait FO3 He npekpalanucy, oKa He IOTPSCIY JII0AeH 10 CMepTH. Bapyr u3o pra TanTau
105 BrIpBanocek npennoxenue: "4 ckasan 31o. [la, s He 4eloBeK".

"TIpd!" Jinap Xao OBII MOYTH IO CMEPTH HANyTaH 3TUMHU cjioBaMu. OHa Oblyia HE YEJIOBEKOM, MOXKET
OBITH, 9TO OBINA IIYTKA...

YBupmeB mokupoBaHHoe nuiio JIuub Xao, Tantait KOs npukpeina poT pyKou U 3axuxukana. Ha aToT
pa3 oHa cMmorJia HanyraTh JIuas Xao. JIuae Xao Bcerga Iyraii ee, 1 HaKOHELl el yAaJioCh IePeIOMUTh
CHUTYaIIHIO.

"Tvl He 4yenoBeK? MoxKeT OBITh, TH JIereHmapHas ¢es?" JIlunb Xao yBepeHHO KUBHYII T'OJI0BOM. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B MUPe CMEPTHHIX PEOKO MOXKHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTH TAKYIO UAEANIbHYIO KEeHIIUHY.

XyaH Xy, KOTOpHIi OBl B 00bsaTUAX TaHTa K03, TaitHo ynbibHyncs. OH cMoTpen Ha JInHb Xao cCBOMMHU
MaJIeHbKUMU I'J1a3KaMH, CIIOBHO HaCMeXasiCh Hafl er0 HEBEXKECTBOM.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfja KpacHsle ry0orl TanTait FO3 cerka mpuOTKPBIIACH U OHA cobupanach
3aroBOPHUTH, BAPYT ¢ HebOa pa3pmancs rpoMonofno0HE 3ByK. OH ObLT OTTyIIUTEIEHEIM!

MIIepaTopcKas rpodHuIla TAHBINY, S He 0XKHUOAJ, YTO 3TO JIereHmapHas HMIepaTopcKas IrpoOOHMI]
"UmMmmepaTopcka 00 aT eo a 0 9TO JIeTeHAapHa epaTopcka 00 a
Taupmy! 4, Hlama ®siisiH, TONBKO-TONBKO cTall boeBriM KoposeM, Kak MHe NIpeACcTaBUiach Takas
BO3MOXKHOCTb. "d melcTBUTENbHO U30paHHbIN Hebecamu! Xaxaxaxa! "

I1. I1. Hukako# omuOKu. Y aHyeliTa B IpeAbIAyINel TlaBe TOBOPUIIOCH O OBoplie myoxe. Celyac
rpoOHULIa TSHBINY. {1 TOKa OCTaBIIIO TakK.
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