OH HEJIOBKO JIeXKaJl Ha PyKaX CIYTH B CBSI3KAX TKAHHU, OXKUIAs. BOPyT BCIBIXHYII CBET, U TOCTH,
HAKOHEII-TO, TPUOBII. BEITYCTUB CBUCTSINEE NEIXaHUE, eT0 CIIyTa MOMOoIIes K HOBOIPHUORIBIIEMY,
KOTOPBIY HAIPaBUII Ha BParoB IaI0YKy.

— KTto0 THI?

Manpuwninka 0w HamyraH, OH ObIT TOTOB paccMesiThesi, OH cyMell HalyraTh ero, 1 BCKOpe TOT
y3HaeT, KTo OH Ha camoM [fese. Ciyra MeJjIeHHO MTOJI0XKHUJI ero Ha 3eMJito, ¥ OH IIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH
B3TJISTHYTh HAa MaIb4UIIKY. [ToTTep OBIST B TOYHOCTH ITOXO0XK Ha OTIIA, BIUIOTh A0 HOPMHI IHIla, IIBETa
BOJIOC U I'71a3. Y Hero He ObIJI0 HUYETO OT €T0 TPSI3HOKPOBHOM MaTepu. ManbyuIllKa TOBTOPUIT CBOM
BOIIPOC, HO €ro CJTyTa, B3MaxHYyB ITaJI0YKOi, 3aCTaBUJI TOT'0 3aMOJT4yaTh. MaJibuuIlKa ITOTEPS CBOIO
TIaJIOYKY, ¥ CJIyTa IIPUBS3all TOTO BepeBKaMu K HaarpoOuio Ero orua. OH CHOBA XOTEN PacCMesThCS,
HO He Mor. [Tocye Toro, Kak MyKYKrHa 3aKOHYHUJI C MAJIbYUIIKON, TOT YIIIes, YTOOB IPUTOTOBUTD
KOTeJ.

ManpuuInKa MEITaICsS Pa30pPBaTh MyTH, KOTOPHIE YIePKUBAIA €ro, HO CJIyra CBSI3aJl er0 CIIUIITKOM
Kpemnko. HeBoJIbHO B3TJISI MaIbYiKa OCTAHOBMIICS Ha CBSI3KAX TKAHHU, €T0 I'jla3a PACIIHPHUIINCh, @ POT
Packphsicst B HeMoM KpuKe. OH CIIBIIIai, KaK ero Ciayra ABUXKEeTCS 0 3eMyie, U XKman. OH CIIbIIIaT,
KaK TOT TOJIKAaeT OTPOMHEIN KOTEJI, KOTOPHIH SBJISJICS K/II0YOM K ero Bo3poxkmeHui0. OH peIu, YTo
CIyTe Jy4ile MoToponuThcs. OH U TakK XKAasl JOCTAaTOYHO JOJITO.

— Ilocnemu, XBocT!

['ma3a MaJbYHUIIKKA CHOBA PACIIMPUINCE, KaK TOJIBKO OH IOHSJ, KTO SABIseTCs ciayroi. Xors OH He
MOT BU[IeTh XBOCTa, BCE PaBHO 3HAJI, YTO TOT YCKOPHJI IIar. BcKope TUIINHY pa3pe3al TPeck
TIJTaMEHH, a MOCJie XapaKTepHoe OypreHue 3ebsi.

— OHO TOTOBO, XO3UH.
— Cettuac...

OH cbIlIal, KakK IOAXOOUT ero ciyra. OH IPOTSHYN PYKU BBEepX, OYATO PeOEHOK, KeIalouii, YTOOk
ero B3stid. OH CXBATHJICS 3a ILIEI0 CIYTH, KOTOPHIE HEC ero B KOTell. [Ipexke YeM 0Ka3aThCsl BHYTPH,
OH B TOCNegHUY pa3 BITNSIHYN Ha MATbUMIIKY, Ha JIUIIEe KOTOPOTO Iapui yxKac. CIyCcTs MTHOBEHUE
OH ymas B KOTeJ U OMYyCTHIICS Ha fHO. CTaso xkapko, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK HAaYaJIo Ke4Yb KOXKY €ro
cnaboro Tena. Ho 3T0 He uMeno 3HayeHus1. ITa 60/1b OblIa HUYTO 110 CPABHEHUIO C TEMU
omymeHusaMy, Korna OH GBUT OTHeJNIeH OT IPefbIoyIero Tena. XoTs 00psy ObUT ellle maiek oT
3aBepiieHus, OH yxke 4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK B HEM 3apPOXKIaeTCs Marusi.

— KocTs ot11a, oTnaHHas 6e3 coriacusi, BO3POAM CBOET0 ChiHa!

YT0-TO ITIOXHYJIOCH B €T0 KOTEJ. BCce Temeps NPUHSNIO APKUH, SHOBUTO-TONy00M 11BeT. OH YyBCTBOBA
ceb4 elre cunbHee.

— Ilnots CJIyTd, OTOaHHadA JIO6pOBOJ'II:HO... OZKHWBH CBOET0 XO34HHaA.

Ero cnyra usman HeyeIoBeYEeCKUH KPUK, KOTHa ero PyKa IMIPUHSA Ty XKe y4acTh, YTO U KOCTh OTIIa,
IIPEBPATUB 3€eJibe B KPOBaBHIM 11BeT. [Iocye BToporo uHrpenrenTa, OH yKe YyBCTBOBAJI, KAaK €ro CUJIBI
BO3BpamanTcs. OcTancs TOIbKO ofuH. XOTs 9TO Obl/Ia He Ta KPOBb, KOTOPYIO OH XOTeJI, HO 3TO BCe-
Taku OpaT-0nu3Hell. OH OBITT yBEPEH, YTO 3TO cpaboTaer.

— KpoBb Heppyra, B3siTas HACHJILHO, BOCKPECH CBOETO Bpara.



Cnyctst MrHOBeHre OH yBUAEJ HECKOIBKO KPaCHHIX Kaleslb U T0YYBCTBOBAJI Ty K€ MOIIb, YTO U
TPUHAJIATH JIeT Ha3af. Temeps OH SICHO CIIHIIAT HEIThe CBOero ciyru. Ero pabora Oblia coenaHa,
Tellepb OCTAJIOCh IIOAO0XKAATh BCEr0 HECKOIBKO CEeKYH/. JTO He OOJIKHO 3aHATh MHOTO BPEMEHHU.
Bckope 0H IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK ero Tejo pebeHKa IIpeBpallasioch B HEYTO BEICOKOE, MOIITHOE, 10
KOTOPOMY OH Tak cKyd4an. OH BocCTasl Hafi KOTJIOM ¥ OTKPEUI I'J1a3a, 0CMaTpUBas OKPECTHOCTU. XBOCT
PEIfa, CTOSI PAOM C KOTJIOM, JepKach 3a CBOIO IIOTePSIHHYIO PyKy. Manb4uilKa Bce ele ObLI
IpUBS3aH K HaArpoOuIo, IIOJIHEIM yKaca.

— OpeHb MeHS.

XBOCT HEYKJTIOXKE MTOMHSJICS C 3€MJTH, ¥ 3aBEPHYJI X03siMHA B MaHTHI0. 3aTeM OH IMOCMOTPETT Ha CBOE
tesno. Ero pyku Obutu momo6HO maykaM. [Tanblbl JIHHEE U 671egHEE. A MULI0 OBITI0 CO 3MEMHBIMU
HO3[IPSMHU BMECTO HOCA. Pa3MsB I11e10 IasbllaMy, OH B3sIJ1 CBOIO ITAJI0OYKY, KOTOPYI0 XBOCT OOUH pa3
YIIYCTHTI, ¥ CHOBA ITOYYBCTBOBAN ce0si B CBOEH Tapesike. PeluB IPOy4YHUTh CIYTY 3@ ero HeyK/II0KeCTh
¥ IIPOBEPUTH CBOU Cuibl, OH HANPABWII MTAJIOYKY Ha XKaJIKOT0 YeJI0BeKa, ¥ OPOCHUI ero B CTOPOHY
KaMH$, K KOTOPOMY OBIJT IIPUBSI3aH MaJlbuUIKa. MeIeHHO IIOOHUMAasICh Ha HOTH, CITyTa Hadajl
YMOJISITb.

— locmionuH... Mol X03571H, Bel obemmanu... obelany.

OH 3HaJ, 4ero XeJjajl ero Ciayra, Ho y Hero ObUTH Kyfia 607iee HEOTIIOKHEIE [efa.

— [IpoTrsHu pyKy, XBOCT.

ToT mpoTsHyn cBoit 06py6oK. Heyxkenu 9TOT gypak Ha camMoM fejie JyMaJl, YTO OH IIOMOXKET eMy?

— Ipyrymo pyky, XBOCT.
— locnoguH, noxarnyiucTa... oXayicTa.

Wraopupys MONb0H! CIIyTH, OH LIATHYJ BIEPEeN U CXBaTUII eyl pyKy. TaM OBUIO TO, YTO eMy HYKHO.
Ero cnepn, yepen co 3Meelt. YepHas MeTKa.

— Ona cHoBa 31ech. OHU CHOBa ee 3aMeTsT. Ternepb Mbl TOCMOTPHUM, TEIIEPh MBI Y3HAEM.

OH mpuxar nasnen K MeTke. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK Marus JIbeTCS 10 eTro KuiaaM, Co3biBasi CIyT K cebe.
Emy Ob1710 HHTEPECHO, CKOJILKUM JIOCTAHET CMEJIOCTH BepHYThCs? OH Hayasl 1IaraTh U3 CTOPOHEHL B
CTOPOHY, 0XKKfas cBoux cayr. Ho, 4TOOB CKOPOTaTh BpeMSsI, OH PEIINI T037I0pPaiCTBOBATE.

— Tet1, [Iaruen [IoTTep, CTOUIIb Ha OCTaHKAX MOET0 IMOKOWHOTO oTIa. OH ObLJI MarTJIOM U AyPaKoM,
Kak ¥ TBOSI MaTh, — OH PaCCMesJICs, 3I0PaACTBYS, 4YTO [[9HUEN He 3HAET, 4YTO ero MaTh Ha CaMOM
ferne He Marri. — Ho oH mpuroguicsd MHe, faXe II0Cjie CMePTH, — 3aTeM OH yKa3all Ha [I0M,
KOTOPBIY 3aCEeJIUIU B IPOILIOM Iofy. — BUAuIIb TOT IOM Ha CKJI0HE X0iMa, [ToTrTep? TaMm Kuin Mou
otell. Most MaTh, BomneOHKIIa, KOTOPas XKuJla B COCeIHEN mepeBHe, BoOuIack B Hero. Ho on 6pocun
ee, KOrja y3HaJ, KTO OHa Ha caMoM fene. OH HeHaBuaes Maruio. OH OCTaBUII €€ ¥ BEPHYJICS K
POOUTENIM ellle [0 Moero poxaeHus. OHa yMepiia BO BpDEMS POMOB, U S BOCIIUTHIBAJICS B
MarrjI0BCKOM MPHUIOTE. { MOKIIANCSA OTOMCTUTD. f HallleNl ero, 3TOro Aypaka, KOTOPHIN [ajl MHE CBOe
uMs... ToMm Penni, — OH IOYTH BHIILIIOHYJI IIOCJIEAHKE CIIOBa, TAaK OH HEHABUAEI CBOE UMS.

— IlocnywaTh TOJIBKO, KakK g TYT pacCKa3bBal0 UCTOPUIO Moel ceMbu. Ho mocMoTpu, Joporou
IIaHuen, BOT BO3BpAIlaeTCsa MOS HaCTOSIIass CEMbSI.

Bokpyr Hero coOpanuch ero CIyry, OgeThlie B YepHBIe Hapsael U cepeOpsiHbie Macku. OHuU
TIOSIBJISITIMCH OJIMH 3a IPYTUM, ITafiajid Ha KOJIeHH, I[eJIoBajid Kpall ero MaHTHH, II0CJie Yero BCe



TIOOHSANKCH U chopMUpOBanu Kpyr. Tam Gbiu TPOOETHL... KTO-TO He MPHIIE]T.

— JTo6po nmoxanoBaTh, [Toxkupatenu cMepTHu. [IpoIIIo TpUHAALIATE JIET CO OHS HAIllel MociieqHen
BCTpeuH. M Bce XKe BBl OTBETUJIA Ha MOM 30B, OYATO 3TO OBIIIO TOILKO BUEpa. 3HAUMUT, HAC II0-
npexHeMy o0benuHsieT YepHas MeTKa, He Tak Ju? f 94yBCTBYIO, YTO BO3OYX HACKBO3b IIPOIUTAH
BUHOM. f BUXKY, BB JKMBBI U 3TOPOBEI, X CUJIbI BAIllM HE UCCSKIM — BBl TaK OBICTPO mpubbin! U s
3a/al0Ch BOIIPOCOM... TIOYEMY 3TOT OTPSM BOJIIEOHMKOB He IIPUILIIY Ha IIOMOIIb CBOEMY XO3SIUHY,
KOTOPOMY OHHU KJISJIUCh B Be4HOU BepHOCTU? O, U 5 0TBeuy. OHH, HaBEPHOE, CYUTAIU MEHS
norubmumM. OHK CHOBa BEPHYJIMCh B CTAH MOUX BParoB, KJISIJIUCh B CBOEY HEBUHOBHOCTH, B TOM, UTO
OB OKOJIOOBAHHBIMY. M s cripamuBaio ce0si: KaK OHU MOTJIM IIOBEPHUTH B TO, YTO 5 HE BOCCTAHY
BHOBBL? M0OXKeT, OHU ITOBEPHUJIH, YTO CYIIECTBYeT KyHa 0ojlee MOTyIlIeCTBEHHAs CUa, YeM Y MeHs?
Kortopas cmoxeT yauuTOXKUTE JIopaa BomaH-me-MopTa? MoxeT, Tereps OHU KJISSHYTCS B BEPHOCTHU
COBCEM Opyromy. MoxkeT, 9TOMY 3allUTHUKY I'PSI3HOKPOBOK U IIpocTelioB — Anmsbycy [Tambnmopy? A
pa3odapoBaH.

Opun u3 [ToxkupaTeneil mpepBaj ero, pyXHyB Ha KOJIEHU U ITpocs mpoineHusi. OH Haka3as ToTro
3aknsataeM Kpyuuatyc. OH He IPOCTHUT, HE MOCIIe TOTO, KaK OHYM OPOCUIIH ero, 3a0kIi Ha BCE
TPUHAAUATH J1eT. OH JOBEPUIICS UM.

— Bot XBocT YZKe IIoraCuil 94aCTb CBOETO OJO0JIra, HE TaK JIH, XBocT? Th BEPHYJICA KO MHE, HO U3-3ad
CTpaxa. Ho, HEeCMOTPMA Ha 3TO, Thl BEPHYJI MO€ TeJIO, a HOpJI BonaH-ne-MopT BCeTrdd BO3HArpaxmngaeT
CBOHX IIOMOIITHHUKOB.

OH BOCCTAHOBHII PYKY XBOCTa, CHeJIal ee CUIbHee, Jydllle, 4yeM paHbiie. ToT mobmarogapui Jlopga u
BCTAJl Ha CBOe MeCTO B KpyT. [ToToM TeMHbI# Mar obotesn Bcex [ToxkupaTenei, 4To0b yOeOUTLCS B
TOM, YTO BCE OHHU TOTOBHI BEPHYTHCS K HEMY. BCsiKuil pa3, KOTga OH MPOXOMUII MUMO ITyCTOT'0 MECTa,
OH TyMaJl O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, KTO-TO IIponas 6e3 BecTu, 1160 MepPTBH, Kak Po3ke, 1100 B
AzkabaHe, Kak JleCcTpeHOkK, KOTOPYIO OH TOYHO OCBOOOAUT ¥ BO3HATPaAUT AOIKHBEIM 00pa3oM.
Haxkownerls, on mo6parcs go 60mbiioro nmpodesna B Kpyre.

— 3[ech y Hac He XBaTaeT IIecTephix. Tpoe morubnu, ciyxka MHe. OguH mo60sics BepHYThCS, OH
noxarseeT 00 aToM. OOuH NIOKUHY MeHS HaBceraa, — KapkapoB, — ¥ OH KOHEUYHO ke OymeT your.
OpuH, caMbBIi BepHBIM MOU ciiyra, — CHell, — KOTOPHIM CHOBa CIyXKUT MHEe BEPOU U IIpaBOoOH U
ceityac HaxoguTcs B Xoreaprce. M uMeHHO Ortarogaps eMy IPUOLIT HAlll I0HbIH TOCTb.

OH, BMecTe co BceMmu [ToxupartensimMu cMepTH, 06paTu B3op K [IaHueny [ToTTepy, KOTOPHIM BCe elre
OBLT IPUKOBAH K HAArPOOMIO U M30 BCEX CUII MTBITAJICS 0CBOOOOUTHLCS. BonaH-me-MopT MOBepHYIICS K
[ToxupaTensaM.

— Manpuuk-KoTopsii-Beixkun, — oH noBepHyscs [IoTTepy, TOTOBBIM PaCKpPHITh BCIO IIpaBay. Tak OH
CII0OMaeT MalbuuiiKy. M Torpa yObeT ero, ocTaBUB BeCch MUP Ha KojieHU. Torga oH yOwreT ero Gpara.
OH mobGeguT mpexae, YeM HauyHeTCS CHenylomui ron B Xorsaptce. — JI0Kb, KOTOPYI0 CKOPMUIIH
BCEM, HO s IOJKEH pacCKas3aTh, YTO ITPOU3OITIO HA CaMOM fiefie B Ty HOYb TPUHAALATH JIeT Ha3af. 5
oTkpoio Tebe, IToTTEP, KaK MOTEPSIJT CBOIO BlaCTh. B Ty HOUb XBOCT yKa3al MECTOIOJIOKEHKE BaIlIeT0
noMa. Torma TBOM OTeIl aTaKOBaJl MeHsI, YTOOH IaTh IIaHC TBOeM MaTepH, Tebe u OpaTy cmactuchk. OH
OB TITYTIBIM, HO YUCTOKPOBHEBIM, II09TOMY 51 OCTABUIJI €0 B JKMBHIX. TBOS MaTh CTaja MHe TIOMEXOi,
II03TOMY 51 OTOPOCHJI ee B CTOPOHY. Torfa s moBepHYJcs K Tebe u TBoeMy OpaTy. Brl OB Tak
TIOX0XKH, 51 He MOT' CKa3aTh, KTO eCTh KTO. TeM He MeHee, KOT/ia 5 Halall, s OCTaBUJI CBOEH CJIef, M0
KOTOPOMY MOKHO OIPENENIUTh TOT0, KTO IT0OeUIT MEHS. ..

— Jla, THI OCTABHJI CBOM CJief], — MaJIbUMIIIKa HaIlleJl Kalljlio MYXK€E€CTBa, CIIPATAHHYIO I"JIY6OKO BHYTDH.
— HOSTOMy BC€ Y3HAJIK, 9YTO JTO 4. U g cHOBa IIOBTOPIO TO, UYTO CHOeJIaJl, KOrJa MHEe OBLI roxa!



[nymelii Manb4yuIKa faXke OTKa3bIBaJICA ero ciymars. O, Kak oH 3071. OH HaKaxXeT ero, a 1ocie
PacKpoeT BCIO IIpaBay, IpsaMo nepen cMepThio. [TocnenHed Meicibio [ToTTepa OymeT, 4To OH BCIO
JKU3Hb XKUJI B UYKOU LIKype. A celiyac OH HEMHOT'O IIOUTPaeT.

— Pa3Bsku ero ¥ BepHU eMy 1ano4Ky, XBocT. IIocye Toi Houu HUKTO Gosblie He OyIeT COMHEBAThCS
B MOei#i BIacTH, — KaK TOJIbKO MaJIbUMIIKa BCTal Ha HOTY ¥ CXBATUJI IAJIOYKY, Hayaiach gyaJIb.

— Kpyuuo!

MaspunIKa ymasn Ha 3eMITI0 U 3afeprancs. CiycTs HeKoTopoe BpeMsi BonaH-Ile-MopT man emy
OoTOOXHYTh. OH XOTEJI IOCMOTPEeTh, UTO y IToTTepa ecTh [ Hero.

— PepmykTo! — BockmukHy1 [ToTTep. 3akIuHaHKWe IIPOJIETEI0 MUMO IIjleda TEMHOT'0 BOIIIeOHUKA U
II0IIAJIO IIPSIMO B T'OJIOBY CTOSABIIETr0 I03any noxupatessd. OH IpoMaxuBajiCsa HeCKOJIBKO pa3, Uu3-3a
Yyero cTpafajiy ero Ciayru. ManbpumilKa COCPeJOTOYUIICS Ha CHUJle ¥ BlIacTH, 4To cpaboTano OB C
0osee cmabrIM BparoM, Ho HUKaK He ¢ TemubIM Jlopmom. Jlopa Bomas-Ile-MopT Takke HCIIOIb30BaIl
CHUJTy B CBOMX 3aKJINHAHHUSX, HO CKOPOCTh ¥ TOYHOCTh TOXKe UMeIu MecTo ObITh. CHila ellle HUUero He
3HAYUTh, €CJIA THl HE B COCTOSIHUY IOMACTD B 1I€TTb.

[ToepuHOK 6611 OBICTPHIM. ITOTTEp OBICTPO yCTasl, Ja u OBIJT BRLIMOTAH I0CJIe TPETHETO 3afjaHus B
nabupunTe, a BomaH-Ile-MopT OBLI OTHEIM CUI U ONBITa. [Topa OBIJIO TOKOHYUTE C STHM.

— A teneps, g yobio TeOs, [Iaruen IToTTep.

— 3JT0 TH Tak ayMaenib. Akimo, Kybok! — Tonbko Teneps BonaH-[le-MopT MOHSAN CTPaTETHIO
[TorTepa. Korga myanb TOMBKO Hadanach, ero [ToxkupaTenu CMepTH NperpaXxaand mIyTh K KyOKy.
II9H¥Mes CBOMMH 3aKIMHAHUSIME yOpas C JOPOTH BCeX moxupaTesnen, 4yToOu mobpaThes g0 Hero. He
JKejasi TO3BOJIUTh CBOEMY Bpary c6exatb, BomaH-IIe-MopT 6pOCHI B €r0 CTOPOHY CMEPTENIbHOe
3aKIuHaHNe. BpeMs 3aMennuiocs, iBa 00LeKTa JieTeIu B CTOPoHY [loTTepa. 3To ObINIa cBoeoOpa3Has
roHKa. YTo NpUOeT MepBEIM: XKU3Hb WU CMepPTh? XOTS MPOKJIgTHE OBII0 OuKe, KyOOK UMEJI CBOE
IpeuMyInecTBo. Pyka [[sHueNa COMKHY/IaCh BOKPYT Py4KU KyOKa 3a MTHOBEHUE [0 3eJIEHOTO
MPOKIISATHUS. TEMHBINM Mar yIyCTUJI €Tr0, MalbuulKa yiiena. OKpecTHOCTH pa3pe3all IPOCTHHIN BOIIIb
Bomau-[le-Mopra.
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