YacoBrle, CTOSIBIIME Ha CTpaxke KBaHMEHA, BUIeNIM BHEIITHUN MUP CKBO3b 3allUTHYIO 3aBecy. [Tei3ax
BPOfIe ¥ BRITJISIAEIT 3HAKOMO, TOJIKO JIIOM K HeMY BCE HUKAK He MOTJIM IPUBBIKHYTh. MHOTIa MX
ceppla 3aCTaBJISIIM X0JIOOeTh MOHCTPHI, YTO IMPOXazKUBAIKCh BO3JIe MX IIOCTa, HO He Ooyee Toro. Bae
3aBHCHMOCTH OT KOJIMYECTBa CYNIECTB U UX CHUJIE], OHU HUKOTTA He 3aMedasid HU caMy 3aBecy, HU
JI0fIel 10 Ty €€ CTOPOHY, CIIOBHO Te OBITM HEBUOWMEL. M3peaka KaKue-TO MOHCTPH TOAXOIUITN
COBceM 6IM3KO K majaTke ¥ OpOauiIu PSIOOM, OOHAKO U OHU CITYCTSI BPEMS YHASIUCE ITPOYb.

Kak BOpyr CTpakKHUKM 3aMETU/IHN BOAIU YeJTI0BeUYEeCKUHM CUIYIT, U OH IPUOIHUKAJICS.

— Oli, TTIsiHb-Ka Ty[a, — OOUWH U3 HUX yKa3aJl Ha CeBepo-3amaf. [pyroil moBepHyJI IOJIOBy B TOM
HalpaBJeHUH, IPUCTAJIbHO BIJISIABIBASCH B OOUHOKWY poduis. K ropony MeajieHHO el MyK4YrHa.
B ogHOM pyKe OH mepzKajl OJIMHHBEIN Med, a C IPYroi Kallaja TEMHO-3eJI€Hass KPOBb MOHCTpa.

CTpaXXHUKH CTIIOTHYIH. M 4acTO MOBOAUIOCH BCTPEUYATh OPOOAT M3 OUKOW MECTHOCTH, UTO
OIIMBAJIKUCH BOKPYT ¥ MCKAJIH BO3MOXKHOCTH IIEPEOXHYTh B ropofe. M BCé ke HaCTOJIbKO SIBHAS U
HEIPUCTYIHAS aypa OLIyIIagach UMM ropa3fo pexe.

Teno MyK4YUHEI IPOIIJIO Yepe3 3alllUTHHIM 3aHaBeC. AKTHBU3UPOBAB BHYTPEHHIOIO 9HEPTHIO, YaCOBLIE
TIOHSIIIA KOIbSI B TOTOBHOCTH Pa30M aTaKOBaTh HE3HAKOMIIA, €CITA TOT CHEJIAeT YTO-Tub0
TIOJ03PUTETLHOE.

— Trl Haxopumbes B ropome KBauMéen. [IpencTaBbCs U HA30BH 11eJTh MPUOBITHST, — CKOMaHI0BaJI
CTPaXXHHUK.

— Kum COHy Aus L[eHTpa, — OH BJIOZKHIJI OPY2KKE B HOXKHEI U ITOOHAT PYKH, TAKUM o6pa30M IIOKa3adB
OTCYTCTBHE 3JIEIX HaMepeHHﬁ.

IBa cTpaXkHUKA MeperaaHyIuch. OXOTHUKY U3 LIeHTpa MPUXOOUINA K HUM HCKITIOUUTETLHO BO BPeMs
B0300HOBIIeHHUS OGaphepa.

— Ilo kaKOMYy fiesy mmoxasoBa?

— Mensq npurnacuna beatpuc.

— Cam cenarop?

BouTenbHOCTH U JTIOOOMBITCTBO B I7la3aX CTPAXKHUKOB MUTOM CMEHHUJIUCH IIIOKOM ¥ HEeOBEPHEM.
BeaTpuc OblyTa ©3BECTHA, KaK YeJI0BEK, MIPEeAIOYHTAIOIME n30eraTh J00BX B3aUMOIEeHCTBUH C
JIIOOBMU CHapPYKH. ITOT OXOTHHUK II€PBBEIM 3@ BCE BpeMs IIPHUILIEIT 10 TAKOMY €€ 30BY.

— 3aueM ceHaTop TeOs 03BajI? — MPO3ByYasl OUepPefHON MOT03PeBaIOIIUi BOIIPOC.



— Moxere cripocuts e€ camu, — COHy pearupoasl yBEPEHHO U OecliepeMOHHO. — f He IBITaiCh
co3gaBaTh npobeMsl. [IpocTo ckaxute beatpuc o npubeituu Kum Cony u3 17-ro Okpyra, —
no6aBuI OH, BUIS IPEXKHIOI HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTh CTPaXKHUKOB.

OTa ero HeNpUHYXKOEHHAsI MaHepa pedu C TOPOLCKOW 3HaThIO Oblyla OUeHb BIEeYaT/IAIONIeH, TeEM He
MeHee co0eceqHUKY He 00paTuiy BHUMaHUS Ha rpy0ocTs. Ecnu 3TOro yenmoBeka AelCTBUTEIBHO
npuriacuia beaTpuc, To 3T0 OHM IPOSIBUIIY 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K HEMY Ype3MepHOe HeyBakeHue. A
[OCTaBIATh OUCKOMGOPT BaXKHOU IIEPCOHE YK TOYHO HE CIeN0Bajo, NHa4Ye IPOBUHUBLIETOCS XKAaIN
IIOCJIEACTBUS.

— IlomoXOouTe MUHYTY, OXKATYHCTa, — ONUH CTPAXKHUK IIOCIEIIHO HallpaBUICs Briyob Oapbepa.

Kusnys, CoHy ynoOHO cen Ha cTeHe. TaM OH JoCTal U3 PI0K3aKa TPSAIMKY, Pa3BePHYN €€ U 00HaXKUI
[IBa 3aleYEHHBIX KycKa xKabbero mMsica. OOuH cpa3y OTIIPABUJICS B POT, ITOCJIE YeTo IOCIHIIIanoch
yaBKaHbe. [Ipu BUOe XMyporo CTpakHUKa I0HOIIA C YIBIOKOM IPEnI0XKII eMy BTOPOH.

— SpoBuTtas 2Kaba, mambuyuKy 00IUKeIs. X04YeIb I0mPo00BaTh?

— Ox, HeT, cracubo.

CoHy noxar miaedyaMu, ©00 BKYC JefiCTBUTEIIbHO COOTBETCTBOBAJI €T0 CJI0BaM. 3aTEM OH OTJISAIelN
3alUTHHINM 3aHaBeC U 00paTUICS K CTPAXkKHUKY:

— Kcratu, MHe KaxkeTcs, UK 3aBeca cxkayach? PaHbIe oHa OblTa B IISITH MeTpax oT Gapbepa.

— T'oBOPSAT, 3MOPOBLE CEHATOPA YXYMIIAETCS, IO3TOMY Pa3MepHl 3aBECH YMEHbBIIAITCH. ..

— A, BoT Kak. Cepbé3HOe fe10, — MPoOOPMOTAaJI OH TakK, 6YOTO CEPhE3HLIM EJI0 He OBIIO.

YyTh mOToAs YIIeOIInii CTPaXKHUK BepHYJICA ¢ TpeMs monbMu. K CoHy 00paTuics OguH U3 HUX:

— OHa IIOIIPOCHJIa MEHA IMPOBECTH BacC.

FOHo11a mo-gpyzKecKy IOXJIONaJl Ijledy ABYX CTpaxei U MOIIEN CIefoM 3a Ipyrol Tpoulieli. B utore
OCTaBUJIHU €T0 B KabuHeTe Mapuu.

— IMopgoxpute HEMHOTO. [T0o TpaduKy y ceHaTOpa cernyac ApPyroe merno.

— XOpOI.HO, — OTBETHUJI OH CITOKOMHO. Y Hero He OBINIO IIeNTM CO37IaBaTh 3[ECh HEIIPUATHOCTH.

Bmecto oxunanus CoHy pelui B3IpeMHYTh. Pa3 yK OH BCE paBHO OKa3ascs B 6€30I1aCHOM MecCTe,



TO OTKHUHYIJICA Ha CIIMHKY MATKOT'O KPECJiIa, 3aKPHIJ I''la3da XU CKPEeCTUJI PYKHM Ha I'PyAu C HaMepeHneM
XOTsI OB YaCTUYHO OTOCIATHLCS.

Bckope 10HOIIa ¢ TPYOOM MOAHSI BeKu. K HeMy KTO-TO IIET.

«[ToxoxKe, Ha 9TOM MO COH 3aKOHYEH», — MOAyMaJl OH, ¥ paclaxHyBIIascs B KaOUHET IBepb
BIIyCTHJIa BHYTPb Mapu.

— Comny! Kakas BcTpeua!

OHa SpKO TIOMPUBETCTBOBAJIa TOCTsI, OYPHO MT0XKaia eMy PYKY, a IMocje C HeIOBOIbHBIM B3TTISIIOM
OTOIIlJIa Ha Mapy IIaroB Ha3ap. 2KeHIIMHA ONSITh CpearupoBasia CIUIIKOM 3HeprudHo. 2KruBas
3Heprus, KoTopyio CoHy 3allOMHHUJI C ITPOILJIOTO pPa3a, Mo-pexHeMy Ouila U3 HEE KITI0YOM.

— Iomymar, 4To Yepecuyp sHepruyHas, fa? — Horafganach OHa.

— Iloxoxe, KTO-TO HAy4HUJICA YATATh MBICIIH.

— Xu-xy, Henpasga. f IpocTo caMa Tak roayMmasna. [JaBHO He BUEIUCh. Kak ThHI?

— Bcé xoporno, cnacu6o. M TH TOXe Hemioxo BHIrsguinb, — CoOHy BepHYI el 0e3BpefHOe pamyline.

[Tocne pykomoxkaTusi Mapu cierka CKJIOHHUIIA rojoBy HaOok. OHa He 3Haja KOHKPETHOUN IIPUYUHEI, HO
I0OHOIIIA TTepeq Hel CMOTPeJICS Topa3o B3POocyee IPexkHero.

— XM-M... TBOSI BHYTPEHHSS 9HEPTUs... f XKe He omudach, fa? — OIIEIOMIEHHO CIIPOCHUIa
JKEHIINHA.

— B cMmEICTIE?

— TBog JQHEPI'ud OIOyIMaeTCd, KaK OPAKOH. HpaB,ua, TaK-TO s HUKOI'Ma HE BHUEJIa ,'E[paKOHOB!

— Ilymaro, 9TO TPOCTO M3-3a HACTPOEHHUS.

— Takoe 4yBCTBO, OYATO TaM CMeIIaHbl Y€THIPE UJIU MSITh IOTOKOB. OX, 3TO Bedb IIPOCTO MOE
BooOpaxkeHue, BepHO? B 3ToM Mupe HEeT YyejoBeKa CO CTOJIbKUM KOJIMYEeCTBOM SHEPTHUH... — MapH,
KOTOpas CEpbE3HO OKYHYJIach B Pa3MHILINIEHUS, TOCMOTpeia Ha CoHy IMOBTOPHO. Y Heé 3abnecTtenu
riasa.

— Cny-yma#, a MOXHO MHE OIISITh K Te6e IIPUKOCHYThCS?



— Henb3asi. Eciiu MOTPOHEIIbCS XOTh pas, s mogaM Ha TeOs xKajo0y.

— Yro0?..

— 3akpuuy: «3Bpalenkal».

&, .»

— l'onmoc y MeHs TPOMKUI.

Mbspu cHavyasma 0TOPOIIENIO 3aBKUCIIA, KaK eCyiu OBl e€ 110 T0JI0Be Orpeiid NyOHHKOM, a Iocie, 0CO3HaB,
YTO OH TaK IIyTHUT, 3aJIKJIaCh 3BOHKMM CMEXOM.

— A THI CcTas TOpa3[o Becesee C Hallled ocienHel BcTpeun. Kaxernscst 6oree... Kak OB 9TO
CKa3aTh... PAaCKpenouEHHEM. HaBepHsIKa MHOT0€ TTOBUOAT.

— Ila, ecTb Takoe, — COHY OTBETUJI CMYTHO. OH B camMOM fieJie TTOBUAANI MHOTO€.

Brpouem, pacKpemoméHHEIM eTo Cheanld, KOHeYHO Xe, He HefaBHue COObITHS. [les1o OBIIOo B
BOCITOMHHAHHUSX O IIPOIIIION XKU3HY, YTO TEIepPh BUTAJIU ¥ HETO B rojioBe. IT0X0xKe, eMy yxKe cerdac
Tepeaauch YyBCTBA U AMOIMK OT pebriBaHus Ha BepiuHe. To TErKoe HapsKeHNe, KOTOPOoe
M3BEYHO 00JIerasio ero Tejo, paccesinock. baaromapst aToMy nmoy6aBuiIach ¥ yTPIOMOCTE IOHOIIH. B
IIPOLIION KU3HU OH MHOTHA OB MPUSTHEIM, HHOTTIa HAAMEHHBIM U I'PYORIM, @ BpeMeHaMu —
npyxeno0HbIM. CKOpee BCero, 3TO ¥ IPUBEJIO K TEKYIIUM ITepeMeHaM.

— Tax, a Te moueMy ciofa npuiia? Kak y3Hama o MOEM MOSBIEHUU? — YIEIGYHBO cripocus CoHy.

— 41 cocTaBisI0 pacnucanue A ceHaTopa beaTpuc. MHe HEOXKHUAAHHO COOOMINUIIK 0 BCcTpeue ¢ Kum
CoHy, BOT 5 ¥ HaBefasach ciofia He 0e3 MPUYKUHB], — TJla3a y Heé MpofoKanu cBepkath. FOHoIIa 3Ty
IPUYUHY 3HAJ.

— BBIIO0 MHTEPECHO, 0CO3HAJT JTH 51, Ha YTO CI0COGeH?

— Ia!

— Oco3HaJ.

— Bay! U uto TaM 3a cnoco6HOoCTh? TOYHO XKe BHe Kilaccudukamnmu, fa?

— FOBOpI/ITe IIOTHIIIE, UCCJIEOOBATEJIb.



— Oii, IPOCTH...

— Y MeHs cioco6HOCTE... — COHY IPOTSHYJI CJI0OBO TaK JOJIT0, YTO M3apu OT HEeTepIeHHs CTYKHY/a
KyJIakoM 110 cTojty. — [IpsiMo ceiiuac s He MOTy Tebe paccKasarts.

— Yto?! [Touemy?

— Cekper llenTpa.

M3-3a ero cimoB Mapu chenanach yrpioMee.

— Ho 9Ta crmocoGHOCTS, KakK THl ¥ CKa3ajia, MOXKET IIOMOYb YeJI0BeYeCTBY BBIKUThL. HeT, OHa TOUHO
OfHAa U3 TaKUX.

— Pama 3a 1eb64...

— 4 mo cux IIOp IIOMHIO TBOIO IIOMOIIb X OTIIJIAYY, €CJIX IIPEeaCTaBUTCA BOSMOXKHOCTE.

YcnriaB ucKpeHH0w0 61arogapaocts CoHy, Mapu 3apenacs.

— Her, s paga, 4T0 cMoOIJIa IOMOYb!

[Tocre elré HECKOIBKUX OYIHUYHBIX BOIIPOCOB OHA BCTaJla C Kpecia, CKasaB, YTo el opa uaTu. B
IIOCTIEIHUN MOMEHT, YK€ TOTOBSCh CKPHITLCS 3a [ABEPBIO, XKEHIIWHA TI0BEPHYIach.

— T'ociogue CoHy.

— Ia?

— TakuM KUBEIM Te0S ITpaBha MIPUATHO BUAETh. [l0 3TOr0 Thl OBUT OYATO KOTIOUUA EXKUK.

Mbspu 3acMesiniach, ¥ OH TOXKe ITOCIIe0Ball €€ IPUMepy.

Korga oHu mompoIranuch, 0 BCTpeuu ¢ beaTpuc eMy MpUILIOCh MPOXKIATh elé monyaca. Eé
nepefielaHHas MO IIEHTXAYC Pe3uIeHIUs paciionarajach Ha BepXHEM 3TaxKe TOPOACKOi Mapuu. Bce
YeTHIPE CTEHH OBITU CHIeNIaHbl U3 CTEKJIa, BBUIY Yero OTTYHa OTKPHIBAJICS 0030P Ha BECh TOPO.
BeposiTHO, et HpaBUIOCH JTI000BATLCS TOPOACKUM TeH3aKeM, Belb €€ 3MEIHss XKU3Hb 00JIbIIIe
IIOXOMMJIa Ha 3aTOYeHHe.

[TpucMaTpuBaTh 3a Y3KMM KOPHUOOPOM OCTAJICS BCET'O0 ONWH CTPaXKHUK, a COHY CTYNUII BHYTPh



pe3ngeHnuu BeanI/IC. Ona cupgena Ha KPOBATH U MEOJIEHHO IMOOHATACh €T0 IIOIIPUBETCTBOBATE.
bnepgnoe u 001e3HEHHOE JINIO 2KEHINWHBI BEITJIAOEIIO TaK, CJIOBHO OHA 0omena JIEMKEMHEN, Torma Kak
HEBEPOATHO TOIIMHME PYKHU U HOT'H, Ka3aJIOCh, MO2KHO OBLIIO CJIIOMATh OBYM4 ITaJIbIIaMHU. KOnoma ayMall,
4YTO B HOPMAJILHOM COCTOSAHHNH ee YEePTEI CMOTPEIINCH OBl KPaCuBO, HO ITPXA TAaKOM CHUJIBHOM HCXyHaHUU
9TUM IIIUTETOM OMUCATH UX HE IMOJIy4allOCh.

COHy OTBICKAJI 3Ty XKEHIIWHY B CBOUX BOCIIOMUHAHHUAX U TUXHUM I'OJIOCOM HpOI/I3HéC:

— JIaBHO He BUTEIHUCE.

— HpI/IHTHO IIO3HAKOMMUTLCA.

Cny4umnock cCTpaHHOE NIPUBETCTBHE, KOTOPOE C OMHOM CTOPOHHI IIOAXOMUIIO [JIS BCTPEUU JaBHUX
Ipy3eH, a c Ipyrod — He3HAKOMIIeB. BripoueM, HUKTO U3 OBOUX YEJIOBEK 3HAUEHUS 9TOMY He IpUAal.
Beatpuc nmpoBena COHY K CTOJIUKY Y OKHA, ¥ OH CeJl Ha MPeJI0KeHHbIA TUBAaH, CKPECTUB HOTH.

— Kak 4 crpllny U3 TBOMX CJIOB, K Te0e, IIoJTydaeTcs, lepelny BocioMuHanus Kum Bycuka, —
YTBEPAUTEIILHO IIPOU3HECTIA OHA.

HOHo1Ia KuBHYII.

— OH... OH MEPTB.

— Jla... TOHMMal0, — B €€ IOIJIEIBIIEM B3TJIsIle BOZHUKIIA TOJIMKa COXKaleHU.

Cony TeM BpeMeHeM 00paTuics K BocmoMuHaHusIM 0 Kum Bycuke u BeaTpuc, KOTOpHIe TOSBUIUCE ¥
HEero C HeJaBHUX I0p. B HUX MeXkAy HUMHU He HAIIOCh IPOYHOU CBSA3U. [IpoCcTO Hafekga Ha POCT
HYKHBIX JIFOLEeN.

OH 6e3 KonebaHul Mepelen MPsIMO K CYyTH Aefa:

— Omepanus TpomoIKaeTcs. S mpUIesn, 4To0kl 3TO COOOUTUTS.

— Cmacu60, YTO UCIIOJIHSIENIb €TI0 BOJIIO.

— He crout 6rarogaputh MeHS 3a TaKoe.

— J1a? — co cnabocThIo B rooce crpocuiia beaTpuc, a 3aTeM MpogonKkuila: — Moxkellb paccka3aTth
MHE CBOIO UCTOPUI0? PaHbIle OH [EIUIICS CO MHOW COOBITUSIMU M3 MIPOIIIOH XKU3HMU.

— 1 He moOOUTENb TOBECTBOBATh CTaphbI€ PaCCKa3kbl BHYYKE, — MATKO 0TO3BAJICA IOHOIIA. IT0 OB



HEBUHHBIHM 0TKa3. XOPOILIKH IIYTHUK U3 HEero OblT, KaK U3 CJI0Ha OamepuHa.

Beatpuc He ctana BuHUTH COHY 3a X0JIOAHOE Hecorjiacue. BMecTo 3TOro oHa BeCbMa YAUBUIIACH U
COYJla HHTEePECHBIM TO, KaK CHJIbHO Pa3HUIIaCh €Tr0 BHEIIHOCTL U MaHepa peyu.
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