OTKPOBEHHO TOBOPS, OIIPABAKIBATE IEMOHA TEM, UTO OH PAHT'OM HUXKE MSATUOECSITOr0 B HBIHEIIHEN
nepapxuu XenbMyTa ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

[Tpote roBops, paHTy ObLIN TTOJTHOCTHIO PA3AYTEL.

Vi3HavanbHO CTO NYYIINX EMOHOB MepapXuu OBISIM BHI3BAHLI B BaBUIOH rof Ha3am, U IOCIIe
02KeCTOYEHHOU OMTBBI, CAHKITMOHUPOBAHHOM KOPOJIEBCKUM yKa3oM Koposs [JeMoHOB 3aTo4eHuUs, B
JKMBBIX OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO MATHAECAT. BEKUBIINE MOTYUYNIN 3apsAf TEMHOM CUJIBI HETIOCPEOCTBEHHO OT
Kopons [lemoHoB 3aTouerusi. OHY MOJTy4YUJIN CUITY, faXKe He 3aKiodas Jorosopa ¢ Kopomem
ITemonoB. ECTECTBEHHO, MEMOHHI, BLIKUBIIIKE B TOT IeHb B BaBUIIOHE, CTalu HeCPaBHEHHO CHUIIbHEE,
yeM Ipexae.

B To Bpemsi 'apmiepoH 3aHMMAJI CTO JEeCSITOe MECTO cpenu meMoHOoB. OH maxe He OBII IPHU3BaH B
Bapunon. OgHako OH He OB IOBOJIEH CBOMM paHroM. IToce 3Toro mHS uepapxudeckue OUTBEI
MeX[Oy IeMOHaMHU TakXkKe YIPOCTUNNCH, ¥ ['apliepoH HEYKIOHHO ITOOHUMAIICS BBEPX 10 KaphbepHOU
JIECTHULIE.

[Tocrne TOro Kak MATHOECAT U3 CTa AEMOHOB 1Orubiu, ['apnepoHy yoanoch MOTHSTHCS Ha MSIThOECST
cembMol paHr 6rmarogaps 6uteaM. OgHaKO OH He ObLT YIOBIETBOPEH CBOMMHU JOCTUXKEHUAMU. Eciu
OBl eMy HDanu ellle HEMHOTO BPEMEHHU, OH CUUTAJ, YTO CMOXKET ITOMHSATHLCS €lIlle BhIIe ¥, BO3MOXKHO,
BOUTH B YUCJIO NATUOECATH TYUILINX.

Temnas cuna Kopons [JeMoHOB 3aTo4eHUs He MOrJjia OBITh HCIIOJIb30BaHa B MEPApPXU4YECKuX 005X.
Ecnu on OymeT TIIaTenbHO BEIOMPATH IPOTUBHUKOB, TO, IT0 €T'0 MHEHUIO, CMOXKET IIOTHUMATELCS BCE
BBIIIIE U BHIIIE B PEHUTHHTE JEMOHOB.

Ho celiuac He ObII0 HYKABl 3alIMKINBATHCS Ha NePapXU4yeCKUX cpaXkKeHusX. Ecliu B MyCThIHE
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO pa3pa3uTCs BOMHA - KaK 3TO CIYYHIIOCh MHOTO BEKOB Ha3afl, - OH CMOXKET CTaTh
CUJIbHEee, TIUTASICh KPOBBIO ¥ CTPAXOM JIIOfIeH.

HelcTBUTENBHO U AMenust MepBuH IIpoBeneT obelaHHbIN puTyan Bo3HeceHus: Kopons [JeMOHOB,
OBLII0 HEM3BECTHO, HO KPOBh ¥ KPUKHU BOMHEI BCeryia ObLIM MUILEH [JI TeMOHOB.

«3JTO HEBO3MOKHO», — C HE[IOBEPHEM IofyMat ['apmepoH.

OH He nonyyan npu3kiBa Kopons [leMonoB 3aTouenus. Ecnu Ovl He pe3Hsi B BaBunoHe, ero paHr OBl
OBl B JIy4IlIeM CJIydae CTO CeObMBIM. Y Hero elre He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH HaClaAUThCS KPOBBIO U
ctpaxoM. OH faxe He ObUT 3HAKOM ¢ AMennedd MepBuH. Bce 910 ObUIH aKTHL

Ho Bce ke 3T0 OBIJI0O HEBEPOSATHO. ApxMar BockMoOro Kpyra, 110 4eJI0Be4eCKUM MepKaM, Obl
NEeVCTBUTEIbHO I'PO3HBEIM IPOTUBHUKOM. ['apIepoH OHKUMAJ, YTO He MOXKET OTMaXHyThCA OT TAKOT0
pOoTUBHUKA. HO, HECMOTpPS Ha TO YTO OH 3HAJ, YTO OHA I'PO3HBIM MPOTUBHUK, U IPUHS
HeoOXoOuMbIe MePHI TPEeIOCTOPOKHOCTH... OH 00HAPYXKUJI, YTO B 9TOM BCTPeUe BCe HIET He TakK, KaK
IIJIAHUPOBAJIOCh.



Menkut J3nb-Xais obnagana CTpaHHOM, HEITOX0XKeH Ha apyrue marue. OHa o0Onagana TEMHOU
CHUJIOH, He TI0X0XKeH Ha CUJTy IeMOHOB, U [aXKe OJeMOHBI, IePeXKUBIINE 310Xy BOUHEI, HE MOTIHN e
IIPOTUBOCTOSTh.

Ee moBemeHue OBLIO HACTONILKO JIETKOMBICTIEHHBIM U BYJIbTAPHBEIM, UTO TPYOHO OBITIO TIOBEPHUTH B TO,
YTO OHA - apXUMar. BcTpeTus ero, oHa fpozKaia OT CTpaxXa, 00IMBAIACh TIOTOM U TPYCIIUBO
yneIbanack, a MoToM... yberania ¢ ITyMHBIM, IIO30PHBIM KPHKOM.

TpynHOo OBIJIO BOCIPUHUMATH ee Bcephe3. Ha camom fiene I'apriepoHy OBIJIO IOBOJIBHO TPYOHO
COXPaHUTh CBOEe IIPefCTaBlIeHUe 0 Hel KakK O "T'pO3HOM IpoTuBHUKE". ClI0Ba, JEUCTBUS U OTHOLIEHNE
MenKUT BHITJISAEN HaCTOJIbKO KCKPEHHUMHU, YTO TPYAHO OBIIO TIOBEPUTD, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIb
IIPUTBOPCTBO.

— I'pomoBou ymap!

Iaxe ceityac noBegeHre MenKUT OBIO COBEPIIEHHO T030PHEIM U OTBpaTUTENbHEIM. OHa
IIPOH3UTENILHO KpUyajla, BEIKPUKUBAs IeTCKYUe Ha3BaHUS CBOUX IIpUeMOB. Ee pyKu U HOT'M HEJIOBKO
[pHLIrauCh, KOTJa OHa Kpryara.

Ho cuia, compoBoXmaBIasi 3TH HeJlellble KPUKU U HEYKITI0XKHUEe OBUXKEHHUs, OblIa yKacarole
MOIITHOH.

9T0 GBITIO HEBEPOSITHO.

Ee MONBITKY UMUTUPOBATD TO, YTO HOJIKHO OBITIO OBITH yapoM, OblIy kKankuMu. Ka3anocs, oT 3Toi
aTaky MOXKET YKJIOHUTBLCS JaXKe Myxa, HO COPOBOXK/AIOIIKE ee MOJIHAY U IIJIaMs OBIIM JOCTATOYHO
CHWJIbHEI, 4TOOBI Pa3mpobuTh Tesno I'aprnepoHa, ckedb ero U IIPeBPaTUTh B NETIe]l.

— ¥Vrx... — npoctoHan ['apnepoH, A Ha CBOIO XKalKyio GUrypy.

[Touemy oHa cOexarna, 06/1aias TaKO OrPOMHOM CHUJI0i? Bhisla 1 9TO HaMepeHHas yI0BKa?

aprepoH BCIIOMHMIT BRIPaXKeHue NTuila MeNKUT U ee KPUKHY, KOTHa OHA MhITanachk 6exatb. OH He MOT
Maxke TOMBITAThCS MOHATH ee. EC/Iu OHa MedCTBUTEILHO TaK MOTYIIECTBEHHA, TO HOJIXKHA OBITh CTOJh
ke roppaa. Kak ke oHa Morjia 0TOPOCHTH CBOIO TOPHOCTh U, HE 3agyMbIBasICh, IPOSIBUTH CTOJTb
HeOgoCTONHOe IToBeneHune”?

He TompKO 11030pHOE TIOBefeHre MeNKUT MOATONKHYI0 ['apnepoHa K meicTBrio. OH GBI
HeBeXXeCTBEHEH B OTHOIIEHUM dyapopaees u Koposneii [Jyxos B 1ieioM. OH 3Has1, 4T0 MenKuT
3aKJII0YnIa KOHTPAKTH ¢ HeCKoIbKUMU Koponsamu [[yXxoB, HO HUKOT[la He IIpepnrosarai, YTo OOUH
4yeJI0BeK MOXKeT OJHOBPEMEHHO KCII0NIb30BaTh BCIO cuily Tpex Koposneit [JyxoB. HuUkTo Ov 1
IIPefCTaBUTEL cebe He MOT, YTO TaKOe BO3MOXKHO, eC/IH OBl He YBU[EI 3TO BOOYHIO.



«Bce HemoomeHuBalT MenKuT Jib-Xakio. Mu 3To OBUIO ee HaMepeHHeM C CaMOTo Havyana?» —
3amacst BompocoM 'aprepoH.

T'apnepoH OBIT He eMUHCTBEHHBIM IEMOHOM, Hafl KOTOPEIM MeNKUT HacMeXxaslach U KOTOPOTO0
ITPOBOLIMPOBasa. boee mATH JEMOHOB, BEIHANIUBABIINX YOUMCTBEHHEIE HAMEPEHUS 110 OTHOLIEHHUIO K
Menkurt, nepemnu B Haxamy. Bce 3Tv qeMOHBI MOKJISITIACH 3aCTABUTh €€ 3allJIaTUTh 3a TO, YTO OHA
IIocMeJsia IPAa3HUTh UX CBOMM CKOJIb3KUM SI3BIKOM.

OHY He MOTJIX OTHOCUTLCS K HEU JIeTKOMEICTIeHHO. Ecu Bce 3T0 Ob1JI0 3aMBICTIOM MENKUT, TO
OCTajbHbIe IeMOHBI HaBepHSIKa HeJOoOIeHUI Obl MeNKUT U Maly KePTBOX ee MOTYIIEeCTBa, Kak 1
apmiepos.

— 4 mornKeH MOMEeNUThLCS 3TOM MPaBAOH... — UCKPEHHe myMars ['aprnepoH, HO HUHTYUTUBHO
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO UCIIOJHUTE €T0 JXKeJlaHNe HEBO3MOXKHO. bUTBa Ouiack HEIONTO, HO OH y2Ke OB Ha
IIOpOre CMepPTH.

...butBa? A Onu1a 14 3TO BOOOIIE OUTBA?

II11st maHHOM cUTyanuu O0JIbIIle MMOOXOAUI0 CcloBo "ucTpebnenue”. Cunsl Koponei [Iyxos
IPOSIBNISIINCE Yyepe3 MenkuTt. Ee cumbl 6e3 Tpyma paccenBajyd TEMHYIO CHITy BEICOKOIIOCTABIEHHOTO
OeMOHa.

OH nombITanCs 0TKa3aThCs OT O0PLOL U 6eXKaTh, HO ¥ 3TO 0Ka3asoCch Oecrone3HkM. [TecuaHas 3eMis
II0Jl HUM B3[bIMajiach, B HeOe CBepKaii MOJTHUH, @ BO3AYX MeXKOY HUMH SIPOCTHO PAaCKAaJIsICH.

Cama Menkurt Onizia mopazkeHa cBoel cumoii. OHa yxke ucrnonb3oBana Mupuuutu popc B CamapckoM
7ecy, Ho Torfa oHa Oblta HenonHOU. OHa cTaOUNIKM3UpOBaia CBOI CUIY Cpa3y Iocie 3aKIYeHus
KoHTpakTa ¢ Mppurtom. Teneps ke UHPUHUTH Dopc OblNia JelCTBUTENHHO MONMHON. OHa CHUJIBHO
OTJIMYasach OT TOM, 4TO OblyIa Hacmex codOpaHa B JIECY.

«f TaK 4EepTOBCKYU MOT'YIIECTBEHHA!» — 0CO3Hasia MeKur.

B03M0KHO, ee HEIHEIIHSISI CYIITHOCTh Oblzia cuiibHee Mynpoi CrueHHBI. XOTs ee 3HaHUSI, MAaCTEPCTBO U
OOCTHKEHNS KaK BoJIIeOHMKa He MOTJIM CPaBHUTHCS ¢ CHEeHHOM, OHa Hayalla BEPUTh, YTO MOXKET He
ycTyrnaTbh CueHHe, eCId peyb UET O CHIPOU CHUJIE...

Hoc upyroﬁ CTOPOHEI, BOSMO2KHO, 3HaHUS, YMEHHUA U JOCTUXKEHUA BOJIIIIeOHNKA He TaK YK BaXHEHI B
9TOM XKEeCTOKOM MHUDeE.

Cuna. TonpKo cuia MOIJla oKa3aTh ee IeHHOCTh. Ecu OBl KOHeI[ CBeTa HaCTYIIUTI CETOOHS, IPSMO B
3TOT MOMEHT, Pa3Be Y CUIBHOT0 YeJIoBeKa He Obly10 OBl GOJIbIIE IIaHCOB BEIXKUTH, YEM Y YMHOT0?

Paswmeprmisis 00 aToM, MenKUT cxkana Kyjnak. OHa 4yBCcTBOBaja cebst 0ueHb ropaoii U JOBOJIbHOM,



rnsapns Ha [aprnepoHa.

['POTECKHBIN IEMOH CO CIIOHOBBHMM JIMIIOM OBITT YOUBHTEJNIEH, M OHA IIOpazKayach, YTO OH [0 CHUX IIOP
KUB B TAKOM COCTOSTHHUH.

— ...0... THI Be[Ib ellle XKUB, 1a? — CIPOCUJIA OHA, OCTOPOKHO IPUOIN3UBIIUCE K HEMY.

Ero Temno cropesno moTna. Ono3HaTh MOXKHO OBIZIO TOIBKO TOJIOBY, HO U OHA OBIjIa MOBpEeX/eHa.
[ muHHEIE, TOX0XKKE Ha XJIBICTH X000TH Temepb OB MTPOCTO 00pyOKaMu.

Ymu "'apniepoHa 3aTpemneTan, ¥ OH ¢1a00 OTBeTHII: YOei... MeHs!

YecTHO roBopsi, MENKUT X0Tejla HEMEOJIEHHO MMOKOHYHUTh C XKU3HbI0 ['apnepoHa. BuneTs ero
OTBPATHUTENIbHOE JIUIIO ObIJI0 HETIPUSITHO, M OHA OIacasiachk, YTO OH MOXKET 0XKKTh. BIIOJIHE BO3MOIKHO,
YTO K He¥ mpubIHUKaIuCh U OPyrue JeMOHEI, TOYYBCTBOBABIIIKME UJIU YBUIEBIINE IIPOSBIICHNE
HWudunutu dopc.

OHM HaXOOMIMCh JOCTATOYHO JAJIeKO OT 0a3uca, Ho Bo3meicTBue MHGUHUTH HOPC MOTTIO0
PacIpoCTPaHATLCS U Jasbllie, 1 MeJTKUT He MOTJIa HCKITIOUUTh BO3MOXKHOCTh TOTO, YTO K HUM
npuOIUKAIOTCS OPYrUe JeMOHHI.

— He roBopu tak. Th Ke X04ellb XXKUTh, He Tak JIU? — CIpocusia Menkur.

Ona nopoma K ['aprnepoHy, CKaHUPYST OKPeCTHOCTH. Eif OBIJIO MOPYyYeHO OOTPOCUTH IEMOHA, eCIIH
3TO BO3MOXKHO, HO...

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie €€ JInlla CTaJI0 CJIOZKHBIM.

[TerTaTth? OHa HUKOTTIA PAHbBIIE 3TOr0 He fefnana. M Bce Xe B Hel 3apoauiach 6ecrioyBeHHas
yBepeHHOCTh. OHa CcuYuTaja, YTO MOXKeT IIPEeyCIeTh B 9TOM feje. ['apnepoH JoKa3ail CBOX CTOMKOCTD,
BBIKMB, KOTZIa OBLI BCETO JIAIIL TOJI0BOM. BO3MOXKHO, 171 Hadana oHa Morjia Obl BEIPBATh €My 3yOhI
WU BBIKOJIOTH T1a3a. OKaxkeTcs nmu 9T0 3ppekTuBHHIM? Mnu el ciengyeT mpuberHyTh K OPYTUM
MeTofaM, KpoMe pu3ndeckoit 60u?

— Ecmu TH OTBETHINL Ha MOM BOIIPOCHI, S COXPaHI0 Te0e KU3Hb, — MPEeJI0xKuIa MeIKuT.

— IIpocTo yOeit MeHst, — cka3as ['apmepoH.

— {1 He ocTaBmo TeOs B KUBLIX. Kak HacueT aToro? {1 no3abouycs o Tebe. Tebe He mpupeTcs
0eCIIOKOUTHLCS O TOM, YTO APYTHe IPULYT YOUTh Tebs, TOTOMY UTO ThI Ipefiall uX, — CKalana MesKur.



HecMoTpst Ha OTHOCHTEIBHO MSATKUY moaxon MenkuTt, ['aprnepoH ocTtasncs Hermokone6uM. beina nmu
Cpenu JeMOHOB Takas IpefaHHOCTh? Mnu 9To Gbisla TOpAOCTh? MOXKET, IEMOH He XOTel
BBITTPAIIMBATE XKU3Hb ¥ YeJI0OBEKa?

— JlagHO, TOTHAa HUYETro He Mofeflaelib. B TakoM ciIydae 51 HAUHY € TBOUX 3y00B, — cKa3ayia MeJKur,
3adyMy4uBO TIsiAs Ha ['apmepoHa.

Ona He cobupanach ycTpauBaTh HOATUM mompoc. OHa pellniia 0TKAa3aThCS OT 9TOM 3aTeu, eCliu
BBIpbIBaHKE 3y0OB U T'JIa3HBIX S0JI0K He TIOMOXKET.

MenKuT MPOTSHYJIA PYKY, 00IyMBIBast CBOM CIIeOYIOIIMM I1ar, YTOOk mepeceds rpaHully HaxaMmsl u
Apota. Ma"unynupys mneckom, oHa copMupoBasa Iapy pPyK 4 OTKphlIa ['apnepoHy por.

— HauHeM ¢ KopeHHHIX 3y00B... Aaaa! — ee CTporue C0Ba NOXKHEI OBUIM BHYIIUTE cTpax. OgHAKoO ee
CJI0Ba MPEBPATUIIMCh B IPOH3UTENbHEIA KPUK. MEJTKUT B IIIOKE BCKOYHMJIAa HA HOTH, pa3MaxuBas
pyKaMHu.

PoxkoT!

[TnamMst ¥ MOJIHUY TTPOHECIIMCH BOKPYT Hee.

OHa oco3Hasa CBO0 OmMOKy, pa3MaxruBas pyKaMu. ['apnepoH yxke Obls1 OIM30K K CMEPTH, H,
BO3MOXKHO, OH IIOTH0 BO BpeMSI €€ BCIIBIIIKH.

MenkuT npu3eMIniach 1 HECKOJIbKO pa3 MOPTHYJIA, T[S mepen coOok.

— B maHHBIM MOMEHT TH AEUCTBYeIIs, 000yMaHHO? — XMYypPO CcKa3all banb3ak JItogbeT, BEITHPAs IHIITb
CO CBOEY MaHTHUHU.

— KT0 THI? — OT'PBEISHYJIAChb MenKuT, IHTasiCh YCIIOKOUTBH CBO€ B3BOJTHOBAHHOE CephaIe.

OHa He ObIJIa 3aCTUTHYTa BPACIIOX, KaK B MpouUTkH pa3. OHa nogpmepxuBana UubuuuTtu dopc u
OouTenbHO Clenuia 3a TeM, YTOOH IPYTUe IEMOHEI He BTOPTJIUCH B €€ IPefeTbL.

Onnako Banp3aka OHa He ITOYYBCTBOBasa. JIMIIL KOTa OH BHILIEN U3 TeHU ['apriepoHa, OHa 0CO3Hasa
ero npucytcteue. Ero cymecTBoBaHue ObIJI0 HE3aMETHO HU Yepe3 MaHy, HU 4epe3 Maruio. TobKo
KOT'7la OH CTajl BUAKMMBIM, OHa IIPU3HaJia ero MPUCYTCTBUE.

— THL... THL... IpU3paK? — MeJKUT 3aIHy1ach.

Ona Obly1a CoBepIIeHHO 06eCcKypaXkKeHa MPUCYTCTBHEeM banmb3aka. CKpEIBATh CBOE MIPUCYTCTBUE - OTHO



[ies0, HO OCTaBaThCsl He3aMe4eHHBIM [IJIS YeJIoBeKa, KOTOpHIH cnuiics ¢ TpeMs Koponamu [IyxoB B
cBoer UHpurMTH Dopc?

— Marus HeBUIMMOCTH - OfHA U3 MOUX CIIelMaIn3aluil, — IIOSICHUI banb3axk.

— Ho maxe ecnu 3TO TBOS CIIeLAAJIbHOCTG... — HpO60pMOTaHa Menkur.

— OTO 3aK/IMHAHKUE MOXKET CTaTh MOUM CITaCaTEeJIbHBIM KPyToM, IIO3TOMY g HE CTaHy OEJIUThECA TEM,
KaK OHO pa60TaeT, CKOJIbKO OBI THI HU IIPpOCHJia, — TOPZKECTBEHHO 3aidBHUJI banp3ak.

Bups, 4to oH TBEpPOO CTOUT Ha CBOEM, MenkuT He cTaja HaCTamBaTh, HO IIpoaoJizZKajla CMOTPETE Ha
HEero C II0JO3peHNEM, B €€ B3TrJisdge YUuTaJlOCb COMHEHHE.

— JlagHo, st moHs. Ecu TH Tak HacTauBaelllb, s 00blne He Oymy cripaimBaTh. Ho He CIUIIKOM u
aTo rpy60? — 3asiBUJIA OHA.

— YUTO UMEHHO THI CUUTaellb IPyOLIM? — ITOUHTepecoBaics banb3ak.

— TrI BHE3AITHO MOSIBUIICS TTepeno MHOM 1 3abpast Moo moOb4y, — CKa3ana MelKUT, YKa3biBas Ha
I'apnepoHa.

IemoH 6binT B pykax Banb3aka. ['apnepoH CyoopoKHO OTISAENICS BOKPYT CBOMMU YETHIPHMS I'TTa3aMHy.
OH mBITAJICS OLIEHUTH CUTYAINIO0, HO HE MOT TIOHSTh, KTO €T0 IePKHUT.

— KrT0... KTO 3T0? — crnpocun ['apmnepoH.

9TOT BOIIPOC MOKA3aJICst eMy CTpPaHHBIM. byayun meMoHOM, ['apiepoH mojkKeH ObIT 4yBCTBOBATh
TEMHYI0 CUJIy YepHOT0 Mara. bonee Toro, banb3ak Obln cBsi3aH KOHTpakToOM ¢ Koponem [eMOHOB
3aTouenus. brio HenpaBHononoOHO, YTo ['apliepoH He cMoT 00HAPYKUTh Maruio banb3aka gaxe
Temepb, KOrma TOT PACKPHII cebs.

— JleCTBUTENILHO. S COBEPIINUT BeJIMKUY aKT HeyBaXKeHus, — KUBHYJI baib3ak, oInyckasch Ha
3emio. OH GepexXHO OMyCTHUII I'oJI0BY ['apriepoHa U Iy60KO MOKJIOHUICS MeNKuT.

— Jlegu MenKuUT, s BRI U3 YKPBITHUS He [JIS TOT0, YTOOB IPUHUKATL, OCKOPOJISITh UIN 3alyTUBaTh
Te0s1. 4 Takxke He 3abupasn ['aprmepoHa, YTOOH YIOBIETBOPUTEL CBOU JKeJTaHUS.

— Torpa mouemy? — crpocuna Menkur.

— 9 XoTeJs1 cHaYasa MOOeIUTHCSI CBOMMY MEICISIMY, HO OBLI CJIMIIKOM 03a004eH cOOCTBEHHON
0e30MacHOCTRIO U He 00paTH/I BHUMAHUS Ha TO, YTO ThI MOXKEIIb ITOCTPafaTh. Eciu O 51 He



BMeIIaJICA, 3Ta I'0JIOBa IIPEBPATUIIACH O®I B ITemes, — OTBeTUN banb3axk.

— W 4TO0 Xe TH fyMaellb? — cupocuiia Menkur.

— Ecnu TH X0Yelllb OOIIPOCHUTH €ro, 4 MOT'y IIOMOYb, — OTBETHIIL banb3ak.

Korpa Banb3ak crnerka mogHsi B3rian, MeKUT BHUMAaTE/IbHO U3y4dniia rjia3a 3a ero oukamu. OHa He
MOTJIa Pas3risafeTh ero HCTUHHLIX HaMepPeHUH, HO eT0 MPeaIokKeHne I0M0OYb C AOIIPOCOM BHITTISAEIIO
MCKPEHHUM.

— YeM MMEHHO Tl MOXKEIIb [IOMOYb? — CIPOCUIa MeNKuT.

— Marueii, — orBetun banb3axk.

— OueBupnno! Ho uTo 3a Marus!? — eie pa3 crpocuna MenkuT.

— OupMeHHOe 3aK/IMHAHNE, KOTOPOe 51 pa3paboTas 30eck, B IyCTHHE. [IOCKOIBKY Thl TAKXKe
SIBIISIEIILCST apXUMaroM... — HO TyT Basib3aka ImpepBay.

— ThI X04elb cKa3aTh, YTOOH 5T He cIIpaluBaia? Tel TOMO3PUTENIbHEIN TapeHb. JIagHo, HeBaxkHO. A
He 3Halo, Ha KaKWe YJI0BKHU ThHI CIIOCO0eH, Tak mo4YeMy 5 HoJikHa Tebe moBepsaTh? A cama pa3bepych C
9TUM MEP3KUM CIIOHOM, TaK 4YTO MIpOoBaiuBal! — KpUKHyna MenKur.

— Ecnu TH He MOXKeIllb MHE I0BePSITh, KaK Hac4eT 3TOro? — ckKasan banb3ak ¢ nyKaBoH YIbIOKOU. —
4 mokngHyCh Marueu U MaHOu. { He ofMelar HUKAKOU JIXKU B OTBETH, KOTOPHIE IIOy4y OT
lapriepoHa, u He OyAy IPEOCTaBIATh YTPO3L HU OIS Te6sI, HU O KOT0-1u00 ele.

— Ho TBI Xe I{epHI:II‘/JI Mar. Pa3Be KIATBE HA Maruu U MaHe UMEIOT OIS TeOsT XOTh KaK0e-TO
3HadYeHue? He CKaXKeIrb JIX TH IIOTOM, YTO CTAaTyC Y€pPHOr'0 Mara Imo3BOJIsA€T Tebe HUTHOPHUPOBATH
HOJIO6H]':>I€ KIATBBI? — MENKUT BhICKa3aia CBOM COMHEHUS.

— OT0 HenenocTh. KisTBa - 9TO He IIyTKa, X OT Hee HeJlb3s1 OTMaXHYThCS WU YKIIOHUTBCS C
IIOMOIITLIO0 TAKOM MEIOYHOM MTPHI CII0B, — BO3pa3ull banb3ak.

— Ho TH BeIb MOXKeEIIb 3TO CAENaTh... — IpobopMoTana Menkut cebe mMof HOC.

— 4 monbIIeH... 4TO Tl TAaK BEICOKO 000 MHE [iyMaelllb, HO 51 He MOTY COBEpIIaTh TaKue IMOOBUTH, —
OTMaxHYyJcsl banb3ak OT ee Og03peHu .

MeNKHUT CKeNTHYEeCKH IIOCMOTpea Ha banb3aka. [apnepoH Bce ele He y3Hal ero. [leMoH 3aKaThIBal
I71a3a BO BCe CTOPOHEI, JEMOHCTPHUPYS CBOe OECIIOKOMUCTEBO.



— Hoquy THI TAK XOYEIllb IIOMOYb, [a eIle U IOKJISICThCI? — CIIPOCHJIa HaKOHeI] Menkur.

— MHe UHTEpeCHO, UTO S CMOTY y3HATh B Xofe morpoca. Kpome Toro, MHe He TEPIUTCS IPOBEPUTH,
IIpaBUJIbHO 1 paboTaeT Moe HOBoe OupMeHHOe 3aKIuHaHNe, — OTBETUI basnb3ak.

— ...0Tnu4HO, e CcTBYHM. — MeNKUT MOTJIa TOHSTh XKeJlaHue UCIHITaTh HOBYIO Maruio. B 10HOCTH OHa
TOXK€e HepenKo [onafiaja B IepefiefiKi U3-3a TOr0, 4YTO He MOTJIa IONaBUTh T0J00HbIE ITIOPLIBHI.
PasymeeTcs, OHa He COTJIacUIach C NpefioxeHneM banb3aka UCKITIOYUTEIHHO U3 CUMIIATUU U
yBaXKeHUs.

«3a OUPMEHHHIM 3aKJIMHAaHUEM CTOUT MOHAOIIONaTh», — MoayMasa MenKur.

OHa noHs/a, 4To HH(OpPMaLKs, KOTOPYIO OHa MOXKET MOJIy4YuTh, Habmogas 3a HOBLIM OUpMeHHBIM
3aKknuHaHKeM banb3aka, MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs Jaxe 0ojiee IeHHOM, YeM Ta, KOTOPYIO OHa MOrjia Obl
TIOJTyYUTh, [HOMpalIuBas ['aprnepoHa.

Ero npexHee ®upMeHHOe 3aKIMHaHNe, 3aHABEC, ITOPaXKayo OOJIBIIYI0 00/1aCTh U JIUIIAJIO YYBCTB TEX,
KTO HaXOJUJICA B HEM, IIpeXke YeM X OKOHYAaTe/IbHO yOuBanIu. TO 3aKIMHaHNE UealbHO
IIOIXOMUIIO [AJISI MaCCOBBIX YOUMCTB, HO ObINT0 HeahdEKTUBHO MPOTHUB PAaBHOTO MU 00Jiee CUIHLHOTO
IIPOTUBHUKA.

Ecnu eit Korga-HUOYOb IPUAETCS CTONKHYTHCA C Banb3akoM... 0Ha Obljla yBEpeHa B OILIEJIOMIISIONIeH
roberne, mazxe oI melcTBueM "3aHaBeca'.

«Korga-Hu0ynb OH MOXKeT CTaTh BparoM», — cka3ana cebe Menkur.

Ona He IIPOCTO PaCCMaTPHBalla TaKyl0 BO3SMOZXKHOCTSD - OHa Onlta yYBE€DPEHa, 9TO 3TOT HOJIOBpPITeHBHBIfI
YeJIOBEeK HUKOT'Ma HE CMO2ZKET CTAaTh COIO3HHUKOM U Hen30eKHO IIPEBPATUTCA B CMEPTEJIBHOT'O
IIPOTHBHHKA.

Ho ona He Morna omon4yuThCsa IPOTUB HETO Ha OCHOBAaHUM OMHUX JIUIID MIPEINooxkeHuu. IToka ke
OHa IIJITaHKMpPOBaJsia KCI0Ib30BaTh 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTH [JIS U3y4eHUS ero HOBOro OUpMeHHOT 0
3aKJIMHAHUS. JTO IO3BOJIUIIO OBl € IMOATOTOBUTHCS K BO3MOXKHON KOH(DPOHTALIMY B OyTyLIEM.
MenKuT BOCXMINAIach COOCTBEHHOM CTPATETHUYECKOHN IIPO30PIMBOCTLIO, IPUCTAIBHO TIISAS Ha
banp3aka.

— Torpa... — He obpallas BHUMaHUS Ha ee MIPUCTANIbHEIN B3TIIsAA, banmb3ak MPOTSAHYI JIEBYIO pyKy. OH
IIOMHS rofioBy ['apnepoHa 1 IOBEpHYII ee K cefe JTUIoM.

— Tol... Banb3ak Jlop6er.... Her.... HeBo3MoxkHO, — nmpoOopMoTan 'apnepos.

— YT0 UMEHHO ThI CUUTAEIIb HEBO3MOKHBIM? — CIIPOCHIT banb3ak ¢ 1eTKOH YIEI0OKOH.



[ITexu 'apmepoHa 3aApokKasiy IPH BUe ero yasOKU: Kak TH MOXKeIlb, YePHEIN BOJIIEOHUK. ..

[Totpsicenne 'apnepoHa OvII0 BIIOIHE 00BICHUMO, BEOb OH He YYBCTBOBaJI OT banb3aka HUKAKOU
TEMHOU CHUJIHL.

970 6bII0 HEMBICTUMO. KaK MOXKeT YepHBIH Mar, 3aK/II0UUBIINN KOHTPAKT ¢ KoponeMm [[eMOHOB, ObITH
JIUIIEHHBIM TEMHOU CUJIBI? MoXKeT ObITh, €0 YyBCTBA IPUTYIIUIUCH ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH IIPeBPaTUICS
B r'OJIOBY?

BCKOpe FapnepOH 0CO3HaJ HeuTo 6ojee IIOPa3UTEJILHOE.

Herno OO He TOJIBKO B OTCYTCTBUU TeMHOMU cufibl. OH fake He MOT II0YYBCTBOBATh KU3HEHHYIO CUITY
U [ylLly, IpUCyInue noasaM. banb3ak CTOSAN OIpsMO Iepen HUM, HO ['apepoH He MOT OBITh YBEPEH, YTO
OH IEeNCTBUTEINIBHO TaM.

— 4 pap BUmeTh peakiuio, KOTOPYIO XOTeJ IIONTy4YuTh, — CKalasl banb3ak.

OH MOOHSIJI TPaBYI0 PYKY, COXPaHss yIbIOKY. PyKaB cmon3 BHU3, 00HAXKKUB PYKY, TYCTO IOKPHITYIO
YEePHBIMHU HATIHUCIMU.,

3aMBICTIOBATHIE U IIJIOTHO CIJIETEHHEIE 3aKJIMHAHUS CO3[aBay BlleyaTJIeHNUe, YTO PyKa OKpalleHa
YepHUJIaMU B YEPHBLIN IIBET.

— Yr0... 4TO THI COOMPAEIILCS CO MHOM CHeIaTh? — HeyBePeHHO cIpocuit ['apmepo .

®opMyIIEL, OKyTaBIIUE IpeIiedybe bamb3aka, MPHUIIIK B IBUXKeHKe. KpoleuHbie CHMBOIIEL, CIIOBHO
TIeCYMHKY, CMEeIaliCh U PaCIPOCTPAHSIIUCE 110 TaJIbIlaM U JIafoHH. BCKOpe pyKa U HajbIlkl CTaIH
COBEPIIEHHO YePHEIMH, CJIOBHO HCIAYKAHHHIMK YepHUIAaMU. YepHBIHA y30P 3allleBEeIHIICS U
IIPEBPATUIICS B YEPHYIO 3MEIO.

— Aaa! — 'apniepoH MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOHSJI, UTO €ro XKAeT. X0Td 3Mes Obla 6e33y00ii, B ee 3USIOIIEN
IIaCTH BUOHE ACh 0e37Ha 6€CKOHEYHOM ThMH. BHITh MPOTIOYEHHBIM €10 03HAaYai0 0Ka3aThCs B
BEUHOM ThbMe. EMy He ymacTcs IepeponuThCs UK MIPeKPaTUTh CyliecTBoBaHre. OH OymeT BeUHO
MYYHUThCS, TOKa banb3ak He moxkenaeT WHayve.

— TMoxkanyiicTa, moxkanyicra... — XHbIKaa [apnepoH.

Ho 3Mes He BHs1a ero Monib0aM. OHa BHIPOCTIa 0 HEHOPMaJIbHEIX Pa3MepPOB U OJHUM YKYCOM
IoTJI0THIa rofioBy ['apnepona. Menkut Habiogasna 3a IPOUCXOAAIINM, Ha ee JIUIle OTpaXkKallluch
OTBpAIlleHUE U IIOK.

— Yro0... 94TO TH COenan? — COPOCHUia OHA.



— 4 coxpan ero. — crnokoiHo oreetus banb3ak. ['o0Ba 3Meu BepHyIach B ero pyky. OH IOTep pyKy
¥ TIOBEPHYJICS K MeNKuT. — JTO ropasmo OricTpee U ymobHee, YeM IBITKH U HOIpock. OgHAKO He
BOJIHYHCS. Bce BocliOMUHaHUS ['apnepoHa 0CTaHYTCSd HETPOHYTHIMU. [J[yMal 0 HEM KaK O KHUTE, —
3aBEPUII OH.

— Kak o kaure?.. — crupocuia MenkurT.

— Ia. 4 mpeBpaTu Bce BOCTIOMUHAHUS [apriepoHa B KHUTY W... COXPAHUII €e B MEHTaIbHOM IKady
BHYTpH ce0s. TakuM 00pa30M, He BOSHUKAET IIyTAHUIIEI C MOMMU COOCTBEHHBEIMU BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMY U
coboii, — obbsicHmn banb3ak.

— A ero cuna? — crupocuna Menkwur.

— Ero tremHas cuma Onlia I[OG&BHGH& K Moel, — mocjenoBarn oTeT. JIuio bank3aka ocTaBanoch
CIIOKOMHEBIM, B TO BpeMs KakK TI'jia3a Menkur BCITBIXHYJIX THEBOM.

— Trt 06MaHynm MeHs1! — 3akpudana MeaKuT.

— Kak? Her, BoBCe HeT. 4 He Hapyuiana CBOEU KIISITBHI, — IIOOYEPKHYII banb3ak CBOI0 HEBUHOBHOCTE.

910 OB BECKUM JOBOM, HO KTO OBl MOT IIOAYMaTh, YTO OH TaK IOTJIOTUT ['apriepoHa? MeNKuT XoTesa
Ob1710 3acTaBUTh Banb3aka CPHITHYTH TOJIOBY CJIOHA, HO MPEX[Ie YeM OHA yCIlesa YTO-TO
IPEOIPUHSTE, OH MSTKO ITPOU3HEC.

— Ycnokoiics, negu Menkurt. [Toka 4T0o HaM clegyeT MOKMHYTh 3TO MECTO, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Te1 moiipenb Co MHOK? — CIIPOCHUIA OHA.

— Ecnu s yuny ceidac, TH u ¢3p FOOKUH MOXeTe HelIlpaBUIbHO IIOHATh MOM HaMepPEeHHUs, — OTBETHUII
bamnp3ax.

— IToyemy... TEI 3aroBoput 06 FOmxuHe? Y MeHs HET ¢ HUM HUYero o0Ilero, — ckasajia MesKur.

— Ha, s mouuMarw. Ho MBI BCe paBHO JOJIXKHBI IBUTAThCS, — CKalan banb3ak. Ka3asocs, ero He
BOJIHOBAaJIa JKaJlkasd IOMbITKa MeNKUT IPOAeMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOIO ITPegaHHOoCTh KOmXKuHY.

Ecnu Halum B riiaBe OmMUOKY — CMEJIO MUIIKNTe 0 HUX B TPyHy BK (@akumateamnovel).

Cnacu6o0, 4TO IIPOYJIH TJIaBy!
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