Koneuno, cj0Ba 0 TOM, 4YTO HUYETO HE IIpOM30111JIO, OBLIIM TIOJTHOM JIOXKBIO.

HmnepaTop, KOTOPHIN OOJIKeH OBl OBITh BCEMOTYIIMM BHYTPY MUpPa pa3yMa, 00HApyXKUJI, YTO OH He
TAKOX yXK U BCeMOryIuii B npucyrcTeun I0nxuna. MMnepaTtop oT4assHHO IbITascs y0exkaTh, HO Kak
TOJIBKO OH OKa3aJics B pykax HOmxkuHa, y6exkaTb CTai0 HeBO3MOXKHO. YT0OOH 0Ka3aTh XOTh KAKOe-TO
COTIPOTUBIIEHME, OH Hayall aTakoBaTh KOmkuHa, HO KakKas OBl aTaka HU Obllla HarpaBlieHa Ha
FOpxuHa, oHa MCYe3alla, KakK TOJIKO Kacasach ero.

To ke caMoe Kacasoch U 00X ONBITOK 3alIATH. Byab TO TOICTEE CTEHH UK 6aphep,
IIOKPHIBAIOIINM BCE €T0 TeJI0, OHU hcue3anu 0e3 BCIKOro a¢deKTa B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia KylakK
FOnxvuHa Kacancs ux.

B uTore uMmepaTopy He 0CTaBaJIOCh HUYETO APYTOro, Kak ObITh U3OUTHIM [0 monycMepTu FOmKuHOM.
C Touku 3penus HOmxkuHa, 060U ObITM HE TAKUMHU YK U CUIIBHEIMHU, HO IJISI Y€JI0BEKA, POIUBIIETOCS
B KOPOJIEBCKO# CeMbe ¥ B3OIIEMAIIero Ha TPOH, 000U OBITA YeM-TO YyKIOEIM, YeTO OH HUKOTIa He
HCIBITHIBAJI B CBOEH JXKU3HMU.

«Kaxko# TpycnuBsIi yOIIOIOK», — C yCMeIIKoM mopyman KOmxuH.

Besikumit pas, Korpga FOmkuH 1Iénan ero 1mo yuaM, UMIIepaTop Bu3xKaa Tak I'POMKO, CJIOBHO ITRITAJICS
pa3opBaTh COOCTBEHHOE I'OPJIO0, a IoCJe TOro Kak FOoKuH HeCKOJIbKO Pa3 Yoapuil ero KyJlakoM,
MMIIepaTop 3aKpuyaj Tak, CJIOBHO 3TO ObII KOHEI] CBETa.

[To6uB uMnepaTopa TakuM 00pa3oM JOBOJILHO foro, FOoxKuH npuka3an eMy BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHHU.
Temneps yke He TaKOM rOPALIN UMIIEPATOP TYT XKe BCTaJl Ha KOJIEHU, KaK OBIJIO BEJIEHO.

Bynyuu nMmneparopoMm umnepuu Kunb, CtpayT Bropoii oTHIoOs He 051 fypakoM. OH TOJIBKO YTO
TIOOBEPI'CST OIUTEIHHOMY U30UEHHIO B 3TOM MUPEe CO3HAHHUS. XOTs, TI0 CyTH, BCE OBITIO HE TaK YK
TIJI0X0, HO UMIIEPATOPY MTOC/ie cepuu 60JIe3HEHHBIX aTak Ka3ajloCh, YTO €r0 pa3yM HaXOOUTCS Ha
IPaHu KOJUIarnca.

Tak CTOUT 711 eMy MCTUTB?

He T0 uTOOHI ¥ HEro He ObIIO AJist 3TOr0 cpefcTB. OH Mor ObITH OECCUTIEH B 3TOM MUpE pa3yMa, HO B
peanbHOCTH CTpayT BTOpOi BCE elné Ob1 uMnepaTopoM umnepuu Kunb. Obmamast Takoy BIacThio, OH
MOT KCIIOJIb30BaTh MHOXKECTBO METOMIOB, YTOOEl OTOMCTUTh.

U uto c Toro, uto FOmxuH JlalioHXapT He COBEPIINI HUKAKOI0 MpecTymnenus? Heyxenu B 3ToM
MUpPE eCTb XOTh KTO-TO, Ha KOT'0 HET KoMIipomarta? U, Bo-iepBuIX, Haxe 6e3 KaKux-1u0o
IOKa3aTeJIbCTB, UCIIOIb30BaHe 0OBUHEHUM B M3MEHe ¥ HU3KOIIOKJIOHCTBE ObIJI0 OBl TOCTATOYHO,
yTOORI TPEBPATUTE BeCh KiaH JIalOHXapT B IIpefaTesen.

OnHako OH HUKAaK He MOT 3TOro chenath. Kak uMnepatop, CtpayT BTopou 4yBCTBOBas KOCTMU, YTO



CaoeliaThb 3TO GYJIGT HEBO3MOXKHO.

970 OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C MCTUHHOM MMYHOCTRIO KOmkuHa JlarioHxapTa.

['nmyneiit Xamern - ONUH U3 TEPOEB BOMHEL C IEMOHAMH.

Bups, kak FOmxuHy ymaBamoch IepKaTh 3TO B CEKpeTe TaK [OJIro, He MoxX0xKe, uTo FOmKuH
HaMepeBaJiCs OTKPHITh ITPaBAy MUPY, HO... €C/iu Okl BECh €r0 KJlaH OblJ1 0OBUHEH B IIpefaTeIbCTBE U
cobupascst ObITh Ka3HEHHBIM UMIIEPUEN, OH OTIpefelIeHHO OblT ObI BHIHYKIEH PACKPHITH CBOIO
HUCTUHHYIO TUYHOCTH, YTOOBI CIIPABUTHCSI C CUTYaAIMeH.

«HeT, eMy maxe He HYKHO 3TOT0 [ejlaTh», — IIOHSJI Tellepb UMIIepaTop, riagas Ha FOmxkuHa u
CTyaThiBas CIIOHY.

...OH BC€ elll€ He MOT PeIMTLCS MoCcMOoTpeTh KOmXuHY B ria3a.

910 OBITIO CTpaHHO. Ero peanmbHOe TETO He OBIIO TAKUM M30UTHIM, HO, IPOCTO TS B 9TH 30JI0THIE
r71a3a, UMIIEPATOP YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE €T0 TEJI0 COTPSICAETCS OT GOIIH.

HMnepatop ¢ onackou mopgymait: «Jllaxe He paCKpelBas BCEM CBOIO UCTUHHYIO JINYHOCTE... 1 YBEpEH,
YTO €CTh AOCTATOYHO JIIOEN, KOTOPHIE Y2Ke 3HAIOT IIPaBay».

Mynpas CuenHa u XpaOpsiii MoJioH.

OTH [BOe MOJIXKHEI 3HaTh, 4To KOmXKuH JIaiioHXapT ObIJT UX CTAPEIM OPYTOM.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, pa3Be He TakK OBIJIO BO BpeMs PHIITapCKOro Mapiina? BHe3amHo MOSBUBIITHICS
Xpabpriii Mool gepzxkancs nobnuxke K KOgxuny JIalloHXapTy, IEMOHCTPUPYS CBOIO APYKOy. A eré
Mynpast CueHHa, BEepHYBIIASICS ITOCJIE AOJITOT0 OTCYTCTBHUS, IOKKMHYIA APOT U MTOCENIUIIach B
moMecThe JIailOHXapT...

Hu umneparop, HU umnepust Kumb He MOT/IM TO3BONIUTE ce0e 3acTaBuTh FOmKuHa U KilaH JlaloHXapT
00BSIBUTH UX IIPefaTeNsiMu. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHU 3TO CHEJIAI0T, 3T [IBe UyIOBUILHbLIE INYHOCTH,
C KOTOPBIMU UMIepus OblJIa He B COCTOSHUY CIIPABUTLCS, CTAHYT UX BparaMu. MHeHUS BCeX APYTUX
CTpaH, COCEMCTBYIOIIUX C UMIIepUel, HeT, Jaxke MHeHUs T'paXkJaH caMol uMnepuu, ObIu OB
HEeCUMIATUYHEL AJIS UMIIepaTopa B pe3yibTaTe TaKoro 0eICTBEHHOTO IOJI0KEHNS.

— OXXXXX... — UMIIEPaTOP UCIYCTUJI JOJITUU B3OOX U II0Ka4dasl FOJIOBOU.

Ero IIePpBOHA4YaJIbHEIM HaMEPEHUuEM OBIIIO HUCCJIenoBaTh HaMepPEeHus, CKPLEITHIE B CEPALIE }OI[}KI/IHa, H,
ecyiu OBl OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO KOnxun IIpeacCTaBIdeT YIrpo3y, UMIIEPATOD Haaell OBl Ha HETO
KaHOaJIbI.



Emy ymamock 3arnsinyTh B cepalle FOmxkuHa, Kak OH U MJIAHUPOBAJ, HO TEIEPk... OH MPEOIOYEsT Okl
OCTaThCS B HeBeNeHUU. Pa3uyHble CEKPETH], KOTOPHIe OH y3HAJI, Teleph 00peMeHsJI UMIIepaTopa u
BHI3BIBAJIM Y HETO CTpaX. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO 03HA4aJio, 4YTO BOMHA C XeIbMyTOM U ero Kopomsamu
IeMoHOB Hen3bexkHO OymeT 00bsIBIIeHa B 3Ty 3IIOXY.

— Huuero, ecnu 51 BepHYCh OIUH? — BbICKa3ascs FOmxKuH.

Bpates [le'ApK BCE ellé Nexalu, pyXHYyB, Y ero HOT.

Ha camom mene o0a oHH yxke mpuiuu B ce0si. OfHAKO M3-3a CMYIIEHUS U CTHIIA 3a TO, YTO UX
PA3TPOMHUIIH, OHU He Pellaauch BCTATh ¥ MOJTYa IIPUTBOPSIIUCDH, YTO BCE eIé HaXomsaTcs 0e3
co3HaHus. VX pasgpoOieHHbEIe KOHEYHOCTH 00JIeId, HO OHU BCE PAaBHO CUMTAJIM, YTO OCTABATHCS B
TAKOM ITOJIOKEHUH JIy4Ille, YeM ITRITaThCS MONHATLCS Ha HOTH TaK, YTOOH UMIIEPATOP MOT MX BUIETh.

Oco3HaB 9T0, KOmX¥1H MPOKOMMEHTHPOBAIT: B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, C TAKMMY PaHAMH BaXXHO, YTOOHI 9TH
IBOE MONTy4MIH JedeHne OBICTPo. Ecnu s ocTaHyCh CHOETh 30eCh, TO 3TUM OIu3HellaM-KanuTaHaM
IPUOETCS U [abllle TEPIETh CBO 00JIb, TOHUMAETIh?

Kapuas u [leppu mo-pexXHEMY XpaHUIIA MOJTYaHUE.

— BHI He TOIIBKO HEe yMeeTe [IpPaThCs, BH laxke He MOXKeTe YOemUTeNIbHO MPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO B
00MOpOKe, — € U3OEBKOM QEIPKHYI KOmKuH.

IaxKe CTOMKHYBIIXCH C TAKOM ITPOBOKALKMEH, 6JTM3HEeIH 0TKAa3aIuCh MIPOSIBIISTh KaKyo0-TH00 pPeaKIio
U Iep:Kalu POT Ha 3aMKe.

— Torpga o4eHb XOPOIIO... — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 3aTOBOPHUJI UMIIePaTop, IIIy00KO B3HOXHYB. — JIOPA...
KOmxu#... JlationxapT. BymeT nydiile, ecu TH celiyac BePHEUILCS JOMOM.

— 9rto0 OblNla pusiTHasg 6ecena, — ¢ ynbIOKO#M cKa3dan KOmXkuH, momHUMasCh CO CBOET0 MecCTa.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO OBIJIO TPaBMO#, YTO Y HUX OBITT HACTOSIIINI Pa3roBOP MOCye M000eB, KOTOPHIE
HOpxun ycTpoun ummneparTopy.

XoTs B pa3roBope He OBIJI0 3aTPOHYTO HUUETo CIIUIITKOM BazKHOTO.

FOmxwuH TonbKo cKa3an CTpayTy, YTO HyKHO [eJIaTh BIPEMb.

«He roBopu HUYETO NMUIITHETO U ITOCTapaics BecTu ceOst 60ee TAKTUYHO, YTO OBl HU CITy4YHUIIOCHY.

«HW BMeCTO TOr0, YTOOR 6€CCMEICIIEHHO IBITAThCS 3aTESITh CCOPY CO MHOM, IIPOCTO He oOpalail Ha



MEHs U MOHU )IeﬁCTBHH HUKAKOI'O BHUMAHUA».

970 OBIJIO He IPOCTO OJHOCTOPOHHEe TpeboBaHue co CTOPOHH KOmXKuHa, Beob B 00MEeH Ha BCE 3TO
FOmxuH Takxke o0elmas BIpeas 6bITh OCTOPOKHEIM U He TOPTUTh PEMyTaI[UI0 UMIIepaTopa u
umnepuu. Hanpumep, B OyayiieM, Korfga ObI OH HY COBEPIINIT KaKOU-HUOYIb TOCTYIIOK, 0COOEHHO
€CJIA OH TIOMAaAET B KAaKOW-HUOYObh HEOIaroBUIHbIM MHITMAEHT 3a MpefelaMid UMIIEPHH... B TAKUX
PeIKuX Caydasx oH obellas mpemynpequTs UMIIepaTopa.

XoTst eMy Ka3ajock, 4To FOMXKUH 3aX0JUT CIIUINKOM [1aJIeK0, TOBOPS TAKKe BEIlU UMIIEPaTopy
uMIepun Kuib, uMIepaTop Bce ke ¢ 071arofapHOCThIO Iajl CBOE CoTJiacue.

3aKphIB yCTaslble U IIOAABIEHHEIE I'71a3a, UMIlepaTop cKa3asl: Jlopa AndecTep, oXasyucTa, IPOBOAU
nmoppa KOmkuHa K BEIXOAY.

— A 9TO C BaMH, Ballle BeIMYECTBO? — 00ECIIOKOEHHKIM TOHOM CITPOCUT AT4ecTep.

Nmnepartop Havamn: Mel...

Hpe}Kne 4YeM OH yCIieJI 3aKOHYHUThH, KOnxun IIPEeaJIoOKMnII: IToxoxke, BBl OYEHD yCTaJik, TadK II09eMy OBl
HaM He€ OTIIPAaBUTLCA B IIYTh BMECTE, Ballle BENINYECTBO?

— Mer1... M#L... O4eHb XOpOIII0, MBI TAK ¥ IIOCTYNIUM, — II0CJIe HEKOTOPOT0 Kojie0aHus Caaics
MMIIePaTOP U MOOHSIJICS C Kpecia.

3aTpPyOHASICh MOHSTh 3Ty HEAOYMEHHYIO CUTYalluio, AiuecTep MpOBEPHUII BhIpaXKeHHe JTUla
uMIIepaTopa.

«YTO K€ TaM IPOU30IITI0?» — C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM IIoAyMas AndecTep, HO He CTajl 03By4UBaTh 9TOT
BOIIPOC BCITyX.

TakTu4HOE MOJTYaHMe B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT CUTyalluu ObIJIO BaxKHelIel J00OpoeTenbio, KOTOPO
MOJIKHEI 00/TafiaTh BCe KOPOJIEBCKKE IBapaeniibl. IloaToMy AmyecTep CIIOKOMHO JepxKasl poT Ha
3aMKe, IBUTAsCh Ha MOAOEePKKY UMIIePaTopy.

— TTo3BoNbTE ¥ MHE TOMOYb BaM, — IIpenoxkui KOmKWH, CXBaTUB ONHY U3 PYK IIOIIATHBAIONIETOCS
MMIIEPaTOPaA.

B ToT MOMEHT, KOTa ero pyka Obljla CXBaueHa, UMIIEPATOp B y2Kace IOMbITAJICS BHIBEPHYTH CBOE TEJIO
Ha cBoOony, HO FOmKuH KpEemKo [epsKasics 3a pyKy UMIIepaTopa, 0TKa3kBasCh OTIIYCKATh €€, KaK
OynTo oXuAasn 3Tou 60PHOEL.

— Brl B nopsiike? — CIIOKOMHO crpocuil FOmXuH.



I/IMr[epaTop 3auKasncsa: M-Mul B IIopsAOKe.

— B TakoMm cny4ae filaBaiiTe OTIIPABUMCS B ITyTh, — C YIBIOKOM CcKa3an FOmxkuH.

B gyre ummnepaTop X0Ten npuka3aTh KOOXKUHY OTIYCTUTH €T0, HO... CJIOBa IIPOCTO He LK. B uTore
MMIIEPATOP BHIIIET U3 KOMHATHI, IOAIePXKUBAaeMbIl C BYX CTOPOH AydyecTepoM U FOmXXKUHOM.

Bcé oka3zasoch Tak, Kak u npepmnojaran FOmxua. OTa KOMHaTa HaX0[KJach B IIofBasie T1y60Ko mof
OallrHel, PacloI0KeHHON Ha HeOOIbIIIOM PACCTOSSHUM OT CAaMOT'0 MMIIEPAaTOPCKOI0 OBOpPIIA.

— Barme Bennuectso!

,]:[eCHTKI/I KOPOJIEBCKHUX OXPAaHHUKOB XKOAJIX Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH, KOT'Ja }OJI}KI/IH HpI/IGBIJ'I Ha HepBbeI
9TaX. BepOHTHO, 9TO OBLIN PEILIaPH, KOTOPHIX UMIIEPATOD HA3HAYHUII OXPAHATE 3TO MECTO IIepen
BXO0IOM B KOMHaATY.

«OH HHU 3@ YTO He PEIIUTCS OTHATh UM IIPUKA3 CXBAaTUTh MEHS B 3TOT MOMEHT, BEPHO?» — TIOAyMaJ
HOmxuH, OpOCUB B3I Ha UMIIepaTopa.

B sToT MoMeHT ria3a FOmxkuHa u ©UMIepaTopa BCTPETUITHC.

FOmxuH TUXO BRIPyTancs: «BOT CYKMH CHIH».

ViMmepaTopy, I0X03Ke, IIPUIIJIAa B TOJIOBY Ta 3Ke MBICITb, KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa KOmxun
IIOYYyBCTBOBaJI ce6s MapaHOMKOM. MyK4YKWHa TalHO YIIUIIHYJ PYKY, 3@ KOTOPYIO AepKacs, YTOOh
TPOCTUMYTUPOBATh UMIiepaTopa. Korga oH 9To cena, BCE TeJlo UMIIepaTopa CHOBA 3aAp0Kaso OT
cTpaxa.

— Mz1... C HaMu Bcé B mopsigke. BceM crnemyeT oTouTH. MBI IPOCTO IOJIy4aeM IIOMOIIb, IIOTOMY YTO
YYBCTBYEM JIETKYIO YCTalI0CTh, — OBICTPO YCIIOKOMJI MMIIEPATOP CBOMX pHILlapel, mpexe 4eM
TIOBEPHYTHCS ¥ TOCMOTPeTh Ha Omxkuna. — Cap HOmxuH. C-ceromHsmHss 6ecena Oblia
BOCXUTHUTENbHOU. O, TouHO. Cap D60naT. Y Tebs Ou3Kue OTHOIIEHUS C C3poM FOmKUHOM, He TakK JIu?
B TakoMm cnyyae, moxaayucTa, IPOBOAU €ro 40 BOPOT.

Cpenu prillape, pacIoOXUBIIKAXCS Y OallHy, OB KaluTaH YeTBEPTOTO AUBU3UOHA, TOT CaMbIH,
KoToporo FOgxuu nobenun Bo BpeMs IpefbIAyIIero ToBapuieckoro MaTt4da. Ero 3samu 36014t
Marwuyc. OH BHIT/ISIAEN KpaliHe B3BOJITHOBAHHBIM TE€M, YTO UMIIEPATOP BHE3AITHO BEIOPAJ €ro U3 TOJIIIEL
711 3TOM 00513aHHOCTH, HO ITOCKOJIbKY TakoBa Oblsia BOJISI UMIIEpaTopa, OH IIPOCTO CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY,
He BhIKa3bIBasi HUKAKOT'0 COITPOTUBJIEHHUS.

— Hapetocs, y Bac 6ymeT CIIOKOMHAs HOUb, Ballle BEIMYECTBO, — CKa3al Ha npoujanue HOmxun. — Hy
TOTJa... 3aBTpa 5 CHOBA 3aiay K BaM BMecTe C jenu CUeHHOH.



HmMnepatop B3gporay1: X-XOpolIo...

HOpxuH oTnycTun pyky ummnepatopa. CaenaB HeCKOIBKO IIaroB Ha3al, OH BCTal Ha OHO KOJIEHO U
rIy00KO CKJIOHWII TOIOBY. TO, YTO IIPOM30III0 B KOMHATE PaHbllle, X TO, UYTO IPOUCXOIUIIO ceryac,
OBbLTH OBYMSI COBEPIIEHHO PAa3HBIMU BOIIPOCAMH, U, TIOCKOJIBKY Ha HUX CMOTPEJIO TaK MHOTO TJIas,
HOpmxuH OB BEIHYKIEH MIPOSIBUTH JOCTATOYHYI0 BEKITUBOCTD.

«9TOT OTBPATUTENIbHBIN... MOHCTP...» — 6€33BYYHO pPyrajcs UMIIepaTop.

[Touemy cunsl TOY KOMHATH He TofelicTBoBanu Ha IOmxkuua? MoxeT ObITh, U3-3a €T0 KPOBU
JlatiouxapT? Wnu notomy, 4To oH 66U ['mymeiM XamesnoM? BEISICHUTH 9TO He IPefCTaBIIsIo0Ch
BO3MOXKHEIM. MIMIIepaTop ToXe He XOTeJ IPO0JIXKaTh fyMaTh 00 9ToM. I103TOMYy, 3aCTHIB C
[POXKAaIUM BEIpaXKeHUEM JIMla, UMIIepaTop IOBEPHYJICS U YIIE]L.

3BYK IIar0OB yHAJISJICS Ba/b, KOTIa PHITAPH, OXPAHSBIINE OKPECTHOCTH, TOXKE YOATUIIUCh BMECTE C
uMIepaTopoM. Tonbko Torma KOmKuH MOJHSI I'OJIOBY U ITOCMOTPEI BBEPX.

[Top aToi GamiHel, IBeph KOTOPOM Oblla HAryxo 3amnepTa, HaXoAuIach OCTaBleHHas BepmyTom
KOMHaTa, [10X0Xkas Ha TEMHYI0O KOMHATY B ITOfiBajie OMeCThs JlaloHXapT.

«41 mymar, 4to OygeT 4To-TO IPYroe», — C coxaseHueM rnopymain KOmoxuH.

XoTs OH BTallHe HaflesiNicd Ha 3To, GaHToM BepMyTa He mOSIBUJICS, KAk 3TO ObI0 B TEMHOM KOMHATe.

«3JTO0 U3-3a TOro, YTO 51 OBIJT BMecTe ¢ uMIepatopoM? Eciu B cienyomui pas3 g OTIIPaBIOCh Tyaa
OOWH, IOSIBUTCS JIX YTO-TO?..»

Xots y Hero Oblna Takas MBICTb, FOIXKUH He CTajl HA 9TO HafesThCs. TEMHAs KOMHATA B IIOMECThE
OTJIMYazach OT KOMHATH UMIIepaTopa 3mech. Kakas MoxkeT ObITh IPUYNHA OCTABIIATH MOCye cebs aBa
oTHOenmbHBIX aHTOMa? Kak ¥ cKasayl UMIIepaTop, 9Ta KOMHaTa Obllla IOJapKoM, KOTOPEIH BepmyT
mpenogHeC uMmnepun Kumb.

HOpmxuH MOT maxe JorafaThCs, KaKOBH OB MPUYKUHE BepMyTa IOCTYIUTh KMEHHO TaK. BepmyT
IIJITaHUPOBaN pPerHKapHanuuio IOoxuHa unn, TouHee, XamMena. 3TO 03Ha4Yaslo, YTO OH 3HaJl: IPUMEPHO
yepe3 TPUCTA JIeT Iocjie cMepTu XaMena IOmXKuH penHKapHUPYeTCS KakK 4ieH KilaHa JlalioHxapT,
OIUH U3 II0TOMKOB BepMmyTa.

st Toro 4ToOH 3TO TPOU30LLI0, KIaHy JIaoHXapT HY2KHO OBIJIO ITPOCYIIECTBOBATD TaK IOJITO.
[TogapuB 3Ty KOMHATy UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbe, BepMyT monkeH OBLT YKPENUTh KIISITBY BEPHOCTH,
KOTOpast rapaHTHpOBasa Obl, YTO Ki1aH JIalOHXapT HUKOTIa HE CTaHET BparoMm uMmepuu Kus.

«XOTs He TT0X03Ke, YTO MBI CMOXKEM YTO-TO HAUTH, S [MOIKEH 3aBTpa B3sATh CHeHHY ¢ co00H clofa,
YTOOBI TPOBEPUTH», — Pelnua FOIK1H, 0TBOPaYyrBasich OT OallTHHU.



— ITaBHO HE BUOENUCH, TOPH IO0IAT, — BEKJIMBO IMOMPUBETCTBOBA PHIaps FOmKuH.

— 9TO TOYHO... CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH IIPOIIJI0, — C KPUBOM YIIBIOKOM OTBETUII D0OJIAT, KUBHYB B CTOPOHY
Onoxuna.

960IaT MOYYBCTBOBA CIA0BIM 3ammaxX KPOBU, UCXOOSAIINY OT Teja FOmKX1uHa, ¥ 3aMeTHUJI, YTO HEMHOTO
KpOBY OPHI3HYJIO Ha pykKaB FOmxkuHa.

3ameTuB ero B3rsan, FOOXKuH YCIIOKOUII €T0: A, He HykHO o6pallaTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHHUE. ITO HE MOS
KPOBb.

J00IAT HEPEITUTeNbHO cupocum: Eciu 9To He Ballla KPOBb, TO?..

— OT0 KpoBb J10pA0B [le'ApK, — ¢ TOTOBHOCTRIO mpu3Han FOmxkuH. — [IpaBaa, Teneps 3T ABOE,
II0X0XKe, UMeJIM KO MHE T0BOJIbHO MHOI'0 IIPETEeH3UMU... HO I aKKYPaTHO MOJIOXKHUJI UM KOHEI[ 3TOU
LY3JIBIO.

9601AT OB MIOKUPOBaH: ITOTO HE MOXKET ObITh. HeyKenu BEl AeWCTBUTENIBHO YOUIN UX?

HOpmxun 3ammuiancs: 94, Kak O6yaTo s cTan Ob mefaTh YTo-To momobHoe. [laxke ecnu Obl 3TO Gblsia
cepbe3Has AyaJjib, Kak 5 MOT Obl yOUTH KOPOJIEBCKUX T'BapelIleB MpsMo Ha rina3ax y Ero
BenuyecTBa? d nmpocTo yMepeHHO U300 UX, He 3a0bIBasi IPX 3TOM YCTPOUTH AJIS KMIlepaTopa
pa3BeKaTebHOE II0Y.

C mocapoi moka4aB roynoBol, FOoxxuH Hayan yXOOUTb.

To ects KOgKUH X0TEN CKa3aTh, YTO IOEAUHOK C KaluTaHaMU IIepPBOU U BTOPOU OUBU3UM Priapeii
Benoro [IpakoHa ObUI IPOCTO Ha YPOBHE ITOO0YHOTO 110y ?

— Xa... xaxa, — 900JAT, KOTOPHIY TaK U OCTaJICS CTOSITh, YCTABUBIINCH B IIyCTOTY, 3al103aJI0
OTIOMHWUJICSI ¥ U3[1aJl COABJIEHHbIH CMEIOK.

)%k

HOCKOJ’IBKy HOoxun OBIJT BEI3BAH HMMIIEPATOPOM HHU C TOTO HH C CETO XU BHE3AIIHO COHpOBO}KI[éH BO
AOBOpeI, OBLIIO BIIOJIHE €CTEeCTBEHHO, 4TO ['unean u OPpyrue 4jeHbl CEMbU 0eCIIOKOUINCH 0 HEM.

— Huuero ocob6eHHOT0, — ycrokous ero FOmxuH.

I‘OJI}KI/IHY yaoanaoChk 3aCTaBUTE CBOIO CEMBIO, KOTOPAs IIPHUIIIIA UCKATh €TI0 C 00eCIIOKOEHHEIM
BBRIPDazKE€HHEM JIHlla, OTCTYIIUTH TOJIBKO IIOCJIE€ TOI'0, KaK OH ITOBTOPAJI 3TH CJIOBA CHOBA M CHOBA. Ho



HaCTOodIIasa Hp06neMa Oblza He B YJIeHaX €T0 CEMbH.

— Kak ummneparop umnepuu Kusib MoKeT ObIThH TAKUM Y3KOI0OBIM?

— IMaxe ITama KOpaca He mocMen Ovl Tak MMPUTECHSATD Hac.

Bricnywas Bcro uctoputo oT FOgxuHa, KpuctrHa 1 AHUC 110 O4epeny BHIIJIECHYIU CBOU THEB.

— Bort npoxknsThiit yOmogok, — pyraiack CueHHa. BrITaluB U3 XpaHUIHIINA CBOM TOCOX U KPEIKO
3axaB ero B pykax, CeHHa BHITJIsIIeNa TakK, OyaTo B 11060i MOMEHT MOTJIa BOPBATLCS B
MMIIePaTOPCKUI TBOPEI] UMIIEPUH.

— Hoquy THI BCE emé TaKasd, X0TdA U CTaJla CTap].He? — B OTHaSdHHUU CIIPOCHUII I‘OJZ[}KI/IH, IIOCIIEIIHO
BBEIXBATEIBAA IIOCOX M3 PYK CHeHHHI.

X0Ts OH He CITUIITKOM 3aJyMBIBAJICS Hafl 9TUM, IIPeX/e YeM IIPOU3HECTH ITH CJIOBA... [ Ta3a CHeHHHI
PaCIIMPUITKCE OT III0KA, KOT{a OHa II0BEPHYJIach IIOCMOTPETh Ha HOgxkuHa.

— Toil.. T TONIBKO 4TO Ha3Bal MeHs cTapo B 10! — CueHHa BCKPUKHYJIA C AylLIepa3auparolium
BBIpaKEHUEM JIUIIA.

Anuc u KpI/ICTI/IHe Cpa3y CTaJio IMOHATHO, KaKYIO ITIO3UIIXIO OHU OOJI2KHBI 3aHATH B 9TOU CUTyalluu.

— XameJ1, TBOH CJIOBA 3aXONAT CJIMIIKOM MaJIeKO.

— Kaxkoii Ob cTapoii Hu ObiTa mequ CreHHa, eciid Obl THI CKa3aJl 9TO TaK MPSMO, KOHEYHO, 3TO CHJIBHO
obumesno 0wl e€, cap FOmxKuH.

BrBoéM OHU fefany BUM, YTO HaXOMASATCS Ha cTopoHe CHeHHE, axke Korfa Bce riy0xke BOH3aIu
KMHXKaJ B e€ rpyab. CeHHa cjerka MollaTHyJach, IpPeXe YeM OIyCTUTHCS Ha CTYJI IPU IOAAepKKe
Mep.

Mep nonwiTangack 3amUTUTh CueHHY: ®M3nuecKril BO3PacT He BaKeH. UTO JelCTBUTENILHO BaXHO,
TakK 9TO TBOM MEHTAJIbHEBIMH...

Anuc obopBana eé: Ax, HO, KOHEYHO, Thl MOT'JIa OBl TaK IIOOyMaTh. Mep, Thl TOBOPHIILb YTO-TO
of06HOE TOIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO TOXKeE MPOXKHUIIA ITOCTIeIHNUE IBECTH JIET.

Mep Oblnta ormapaieHna: H-HeT. S meicTBUTEIHHO Obl/Ia CO3MaHa Ha OCHOBE AeTCTBa jiequ CHEHHE,
TI09TOMY, XOTS 51 CYIIECTBYIO YK€ OBECTH JIeT, MOM MEHTaJIbHbIA BO3PacT Ha CAMOM [eTe. ..



AHUC cHOBa nepebuna: OTO JOBOJILHO YHOOHAs OTTOBOPKA, KOTOPYIO THI [Jisg cebst ycTaHoBUNa. He Tak
nu, Kpuctuna?

— Ia, nenu Anuc. X0Ts, KaK IBafilaTUTPEXJIETHSA IeByIIKa, O0I0CH, 51 He CIUIIKOM pa30upaioch B
nofoOHBIX TEMaX, — C YIIBIOKOM 0TBeTUIIa KpucTuHa.

AHuUC, TOTOBUBIIASACS K OUEPEIHOMY IIePEX0Ny B HACTYIIJIEHKe, 3aMellIKalach ¥ 3aCThlla Ha MeCTe.
OHa mOHS$Ta, YTO KWHKAaJ, CIPSTaHHBIM 3a JTOBKOM UTPOM C710B KpUCTUHEI, HallpaBJieH HE TOJIBKO
npoTuB CeHHB U Mep, HO U ITPOTHUB HEE CAaMOH.

B koMHaTe BOIIapHJIaCh 3JI0BEIllasA THIIMHA: UM Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO BCE€ OHHU UOYT II0 TOHKOMY JIBOY.

FOmuH, KOTOPHIM IO 3TOTO MOI4aJj, 3aTOBOPHUJI II0CTIe HECKOJIbKUX MTHOBEHUY OTJIAIbIBaHUS
KOMHaTHL: B mio6oM cnydae, CueHHa, THI TOXKe [I0/I2KHa COIIPOBOXKAATh MEHS 3aBTpa B
MMIIEPaTOPCKUM ABOPELL...

CueHHa, KOTOpas IIOHMKJIa Ha CBOEM MeCTe, 0KHMBUJIACh U CIIpocuia: Mbl coOupaeMcst CBEPTHYTh
MMIIePaTOPCKU IBOPEL?

BHyTpH cBoero muaiia BUHHUL XMBIKHYT, ¥ TeMIIecT BOCIIPSHYJT IYXOM, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD: [Xamer, Tkl
HaAKOHEI-TO PeIua caM cTaTh MmmepaTopom?]

OH CHOBa 3a CBOE? I'0BOpSI 0 TOM, YTO eMy IIOHam00STCS BOMCKA /IS UX 9KCIEOUIIMK Ha CeBep,
TemmecT Kak-To cipocun KOmxXkuHa, He X04eT JIi OH CaM CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM.

— XBaTUT HECTHU 4ylIb, — C prIpKaHbEM ONpoBepr FOmKuH.

EctectBenHo, OmxuH He CO6I/IpaJIC${ CTAaHOBHUTLCSA UMIIEPATOPOM, U CBEPraThb I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Iﬁ
ABOpPEI OH TOXKEe He HaMepeBaJICsi.

YroOsl BoWiTU B TEMHYI0 KOMHATY JlalioHXapT, HyKHO OBIJIO TPUHAJIeXKaTh K POOOCIIOBHOM
JlaiioHXapT.

Ho uTo KacaeTcs Toi mog3eMHOM KOMHATH ITof OaIlrHe Bo3Jie ABOPIa, TO XOTS
aKTHBUPOBATh CUJIy TaM MOTJia TOJIbKO BOJIS MMIIepaTopa, B caMy KOMHATy MOT BOMTH JIIOOO0M.

— He cTaBb CIUIIKOM BBICOKUX 0XKUAaHUM, — cKa3ana CueHHa, 3agyM4yuBO Cy3uB rja3a. — [laxe
TPUCTA JIET Ha3af Ui MeHs ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO YBUIETh Maruio BepMyTa HacKBO3b. XOTS IMO3XKe 5
TIOIBITAJIaCh IIPOBECTH HEKOTOPEIE UCCIIeIOBaHUS 3TOr0 B ApoTe, HO maxXe TOrya s BCE PaBHO He
CMOTJIa IONTyYUTh HUKAKUX Pe3yiabTaToB. Tak YTO Temepb, Haxke MOCJE TOr0, Kak BepMyT MpoTKHY
MEHS B TPYfb, 51 BCE eIllé He 3Hal0 UCTUHHOM IIPUPOLI Maruy, KOTOPYIO0 OH UCIIOIh30BAJI AJIS 3TOTO.



KOpmxun ckazan: Ho MH ke IIpearojiaraeM, 4To 3TO OPEBHAA Marud, BepHO?

— ITO NUIIL OJHA U3 BO3MOXKHOCTEM, KOTOphle HAM OCTAIOTCS, TOCKOJIbKY MBI HE B COCTOSTHUU
OTIpefie/IuThL er0 UCTUHHOE IIpoucxoxkaeHue. Kak s yxke ropopusa paHee, o [IpeBHeil Jpe CyIIeCTByeT
MHOTI'0 3arafloyHoro. Ta amoxa Obljla B TAKOM JAJIEKOM IIPOIIIOM, YTO AaxKe MUGH HE CMOTTIH
TIOJTHOCTRIO TTepefaTh TO, YTO ITPOUCXOAUIIO TOTAa... [lake MPaKOHH He MOTYT paccKa3aTb HaM, KaKou
OblyTa Ta 91M0Xa, — HETPOMKO Bopuasia CueHHa, rnsagsg Ha Kpuctury. — YTo MBI 3HaeM, Tak 3TO TO,
YTO 3TO OBIIA 310Xa, KOT{Ia 10 3eMJIe XOO¥In MU(EL U JIeTeHIb. J1oxa, Korga caM bor CBeTta Ovln
(bU3UYECKUM CyIIEeCTBOM.

— Ham I'ocmiomp TOXKe He Jan HaM OTBETOB, — BHECTIa CBOIO JIEIITY Anuc.

— Ecnu 3T0 Tak, TO eQUHCTBEHHbIE, KTO MOT OBl TOYHO paccKa3aTh HaM, YTO IIPOM30IIIIO B TY 3IOXY...
ato Koponu JIeMoHOB, — mpenmnonoxuna CreHHa.

HOmxun cMenun temy: Tak TH UAELIL CO MHOM 3aBTpa?

— HaBepHoe, MHe CTOUT IOUTH, — CKa3ana CueHHa, HamyB I'yOel. — [Jaxe ecnu He OymeT HUKaKUX
pe3ybTaToB, S NOIKHA XO0TS OBl IOMBITAaThCS YTO-TO HAUTH, BepHO? Hukorpa He 3Haemb. Ecnu MuI
KOITHEM JOCTATOYHO I'Iy00KO, TO, BO3MOXKHO, IPOCTO HalIEM CEKPET, OCTaBIeHHHIY BepMyToMm.

CuenHa He OblJTa CEpPLE3HOM, Korma roopuia 91o. Kak u KOmxun, CueHHa el CTBUTEILHO He
oXwupana, 4To BepMyT ocTaBuI [y HUX KaKue-TO COOOIIeHNs B TOM KOMHATe PSIOOM C JBOPIIOM.

BepMmyT... T0X0XKe, He X0TeJl, YTOOH ero ObIBIINE TOBAPHUILU UCKAIM €To.

Ecnu Hauum B rnaBe OmUOKYA — CMeJIO IUIINTE 0 HUX B I'Pynny BK (@akumateamnovel).

Cniacu60, 9TO IPOYIX TJIaBYy!
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