— KakuM Ovl reHHEM OH HU OBIJI, OH He CMOXKET BEePHYThCS I0OeIUTENIEM C TTEPBOM MOIMBITKH, —
npobopmoTasna KapMeH, MHOTOKPATHO OTKPHIBAS 1 3aKphIBasi KPHIIIKY CBOeH 3axkuranku. Y ['uneama
u ['moHa 3aKpyKUJIach rojoBa OT Ha30UIUBOI0 "MENK-IIENK", HO OHM HUYEro He CKa3anu. XOTs
JKEeHIIMHA BHITJISIIeIa CaMOM MOJIOZION M3 BCeX TPOUX, OHa Oblya TeTew ms ['umeama u ['moHa.

— 3a Bcio uctopuio JlaoHXapT HUKTO He IIPOPHIBAJICA Yepe3 TeMHYI0 KOMHATY, BEPHO?

— Bo-niepBrIx, Te, KTO mocTur mectoi 3Be3nsl ®opmynel benoro [1namenu, BcTpeyarTcsa He4acTo, —
oTBeTHNa KapMeH, moxas miuedamu. — M elre pexke KTo-mub0 JOCTUTAET CEMHU 3Be3[. B 3TOM cMEICTTE
Hallle TIOKOoJIeHne ObI0 04eHb OnarocioBneHo. He OymeT npeyBennyeHneM CKa3aTh, YTO BEJIUKUN
OCHOBATEJIb 3a00THUTCS 0 HAC JIMYHO.

— ...4 Toxe Tak mymalo, — KuBHYI ['uneap co cnaboit yiaeiOKou. [[efCTBUTENBHO, 3TO OBIIO
OrarocyoBeHHOE MTOKONIeHUe. [IpebAyIuii cTapeiiiia, JOCTUTIINMi ceMu 3Be3n Popmynsl Benoro
[Tnamenwu, O6b11 yOuT, Ho KapMmeH Bce elrle Oblsla KUBa 1 3[0poBa. bomnee toro, ['unean u I'mox Bce
etre OBITM AaKTHBHEI ¥ HAXOOWIKCH B PACIIBETEe CHJI, TAK YTO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, YTO KOTIa-HUOYOb
OHM CMOTYT IEePEeUTH Ha CIeqyoumi ypoBeHb. Ho Gosbille BCET'0 Ha CBETE 3TO OBIIO HACTOSIIUM
yynoM mis ceMbu JlaionxapT. bonee toro, Cuan u Cuanb OOCTUTIM YeThIpex 3Be3x PopMmysiel besoro
[ImameHu, TaK 4YTO HEIHEIIHee MOKOJIeHne KinaHa JIaloHxXapT ObIIO JOCTATOYHO CUIBHBIM, YTOOH
CUMTAThCS TAKOBBIM 3a BCIO UCTOPUIO CEMBH.

— ...XM. — KapmMmeH niepBoM MOo4yBCTBOBasla U3MeHeHus. OHa lepecTaja IefiKaTh KPHIIIKOU CBOer
3aXKWTalK¥ ¥ MOTIHyNnach. ['MoH u ['unean ToxKe cpa3y IOYyBCTBOBAIM 3TO, X BCTAJIU CO CBOUX MECT C
HaNpsKEeHHBIM BhIPaKeHUEM JINIIA.

IBeps B TeMHYI0 KOMHATY Oblla IIJIOTHO 3aKPhITa, HO BCE TPOE YYBCTBOBAJIU IIPUCYTCTBUE,
npubnuxaleecs K OBepu u3BHe. [MOH ¢ TTyOOKUM B3[0XOM IIPOINenTan: [IpaBUIbHEIM JTA OBITIO
pelenne OCTaBUThL MOM Med?

[TaTpuapx ropbKO YCMEXHYJICS B 0TBeT. KapMeH He I0Ib30Baiach Me4oM, HO u ['unean, u ['MoH UM
BJIafIeJI¥ B KAYeCTBE OCHOBHOT'O Opykusi. KOHEYHO, OHM OBIIM CHIIbHBIMU JTAYHOCTSIMHU, KOTOPBIE
IIPEKPaCHO CIPABUIKCE OB U 6€3 OPYKHUs, HO, YUYUTHIBASI CUTYAllMIO ¥ MPOTUBHUKA, OTCYTCTBHE
OPYXKHS 0ropyaro.

— Mg He X0Tenu Ok CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHO 0TpPpe3aTh KOHEYHOCTL UJIHA Y6I/ITB ero.

CrpaBuThCs ¢ Bparom OBLIO CIOXKHee, 4eM YOUTh ero. B 4acTHOCTH, OHU CTPEMUIINCH IIONaBUTh U
coepxath FOmxkuHa, usberas npu 9TOM HaHECEeHUs paH, HACKOIBKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO. IMEHHO I109TOMY
oHu BTpoeM, KapmeHn, I'unean u ['noH, ObUIM 30€Ch BMECTE.

— Jlyute 651 BBl OECITOKOMIIUCEH O HAC, a He 0 HeM, — CKa3asia KapMmeH, BeinieBrBasi curapy. OHa
IIpeKpacHo 3Halla, KakK X0poIo cpaxaetcs KOmXKuH, 1 XO0TS UM TPOUM IIPUXOAUIIOCH APaThCS Tak,
yTOOHI IOHOIIIA He TTOCTPajiai, uX MPOTUBHUK OyneT OymieBaTh 6€3 BCAKUX Pa3TyMUH.



— ...I/IHTepeCHO, YTO JIy4ylie — TePIEeTh IMOJIOHA UIIN IIOIBITAThCA IIOKOPUTE €0 KaK MO2KHO GBICTpee?

— Kak 05l TaMm HE ObIJIO, MBI HE Y3HaeM, IIoKa He Mompo0yeM.

KapMmeH HaTsaHya nepyaTku, [Haeay 3aBsg3ajl CBOM IJIMHHEIE BOJIOCH Ha 3aTHIIKE, a [ MOH
PacCTerHyJ pyKagsa.

IIBeps B TeMHYI0 KOMHATY OTKpbUIack. Brimen FOmxuH, HO Ha caMOM fiesie 3TO OblI He OH. B ero
TYCKJIBIX T'JIa3aX He OBIJI0 HUKAKMX IPU3HAKOB pa3dyMa. Kak TOIbKO I0HOIIa yMepP U IOTEPST
CO3HaHUe, ero MeCcTO 3aH (aHTOM, U XOTS (PAaHTOM CYIIIECTBOBAJI OIS TOTO, YTOOHI UCIIBITHIBATH TEX,
KTO BXOOuI B TeMHYI0 KOMHATY, KaK TOJIbKO OH OBJIafieBasl CyObeKTOM, OH, IOBUHYSICh CBOUM
Pa3pyIIUTEeIbHEIM HHCTUHKTAM, ITyCKascs B 0era, He IMBITasCh HUKOT'O UCIIHITHIBATS.

— ...Kak u oxupanocs, — cka3ana KapMmeH, korga FOgxuH cuenan oguH miar u3 TeMHOU KOMHATHI.
OrpomHOe maMs BEIPBAJIOCh U3 HOT IOHOIIM M OKYTaJlo ero Tejlo. B3rnsaa u BhpaXkeHue Julla
JKEHIIMHEI 3aCTHIIM, KOTJa OHa YBUfeJa pa3Mep XU UHTEHCUBHOCTD ero mjaaMeHu. [Ipulenkuys
SI3BIKOM, OHA CHS$IJIA C IJIeY MajibTo. — ByeT TPyaHO OBICTPO €r0 YTUXOMUPUTE.

)%k

Kak gonro oH cman?

HOmxuH OTKpPHII I'71a3a ¥, He BCTaBasi, yCTABUJICS B IMOTOJIOK. OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO ero JieBasi pyKa
BEPHYJIaCh Ha CBOe MeCTo u OoJbllie He 0TopBaHa. OfHAKO OH He YyBCTBOBaJ cebs xopoiro. FOHoIa
YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IyJIbCUPYIOT U OOJIAT BCE €ro CyCTaBhl ¥ MHIIIITH. OH MTOIBITAICS TIOIIEBENIUTh
IaJIbIIaMH.

«9T0 He nocneacTBus CaMOBO3TOPaHUS».

He AHKC BOCCTaHOBHIIA €T0 JIeBYI0 pyKy. ['yOnl FOfKuHa CKpUBUIIKMCH B KpUBOU yibiOKe. Bece Ob110
Tak, Kak OH ¥ oxupan. ®PantoM TeMHON KOMHATH OBUI MOIIHLIM BUOM Maruy, BO3OEUCTBYIOUINM Ha
pa3yM. Kak tonpko FOmXKuH BOIes B Marudeckuil Kpyr B TeMHOM KOMHATe, CKPHITOE 3aKJIMHAHNE
3aBJlafiesio ero pa3yMoM He3aMeTHO [JI Hero camoro.

«B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BCE ITPOUCXOOUIO0 B MOEM CO3HAHUM».

KomHaTa He pa3pymuiIach, X0Ts B X0fe GUTBH ITPOU30III0O MHOXKECTBO B3PEIBOOIIACHBIX
CTOJIKHOBEHMH, KOTOPhIe MOTJIX OBl Pa30pBaTh €€ Ha YacTH. boree TOro, GaHTOM SBHO MCIIOIb30BAJl
(bU3NYECKYIO CUITy, UTO BEI3BAJIO y FOmKuHa HEKOTOpoe momo3peHue. Kak 0Ka3amoch, I0HOIIa ObIT
IIPaB B CBOEM IIPE[IIOI0KEHUH.

OmHakKo TO, 4TO €ro IIOJO3pEeHU IIOATBEPOUINCE, HE O03HAYAJIO, YTO OH HE YOUBHUJICA. CKopee, OH ORI
KpaﬁHe YOUBJIEH TE€M, YTO 3TO Oblya Marus pa3yMa. OH 0TYeTIUBO ITOMHUI, KakK B HpOLLIJ'IOfI XKHU3HU



ctpapman oT [Jemonuueckux I'ma3 ®anTtasuu Hyap [Ixkabennwl. Ho B pe3ynbTaTe 10HOIIa Tprodpen
UMMYHHUTET K OOJIBIIMHCTBY Marui, BO3MEeHCTBYOUIUX Ha pa3yM. TeM He MeHee, OH [axKe He 3aMeTHIT
aKTUBaALUM Maruu TeMHOU KOMHATEL.

«4l TakXKe He Tepss OOAUTEeTbHOCTHY.

HOpmxuH moBepTes royoBOM U3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY, YYBCTBYS, KaK 3aTeKja ero mies. OuiyiieHrue Toro,
YTO eMy OTPYyOMIM TOJIOBY, BCE ellle XKUBO B ero nmaMstu. Ha camom ferne, 3To ObI0 gaxe 0osee
yeTKOe BOCIIOMUHAaHNe, Y4eM CMePTh XaMeJia, I03TOMY CMePTh OT (paHTOMa Ka3anach eMmy 6onee
peanuCcTuYHOu.

— ... TeI BeQIb HE CEPOUINLCA? — CIIPOCUI IOHOINA, IIPOYHIas TOPJI0 U TS 0 CTOPOHAaM. PsamoM ¢
€ro KpoBaThi0 CUAEJIO JOBOJIBHO MHOTO Jltofei. Mep, HaflyBIINCh, IOKa4YMBaiach Ha CTyJIe, a PSIAOM C
Hell cufena KpuctuHa u cMoTpena Ha KOgxuHa npumiypesHbIMU rina3aMu. CUasb cupernna, CKJIOHUB
ronoBy HaOOK U cKpecTuB pyku. CuaH u ['epxapy OBININ... 3a3KaThHl MEXKIY AEeBYIIKAMU C TOHUKITAMHU
nnedamu. K c4acThio, HO TakXKe U K O0JIBIIOMY COXKaJIeHUIO, 3TH OBOe ObIIM eIUHCTBEHHBIMHU, KTO
BBIpaxasl YucTyio 3a6oty o KOgxuHe 6e3 BCIKOI0 IHEBA.

— C yero ObI MHE 3TUTHCS? — MIPOBOpYana Mep.

['y6rr KpucTUHEI IepPHYIIHCH, ¥ OHa CKa3ana: OHa mpaBa. C Kakoi cTaTh HaM 3IUThCS? HeT HUYero
CTPAIIHOTO B TOM, YTO ThI PEIINJ YTO-TO CAEeJIaTh, HUUEro HaM He CKa3aB, B Pe3yJIbTaTe Yero Thl
IIOTePsI CO3HaHue, cap FOmKuH.

Cuanb ToKe He MOTIa IIpourpaThk 3TUM OBOUM. Ona 9HEPIru4YHO KUBHYIIA, JIO6aBI/IB: BepHo. HO‘-IGMY
MBI TOJIXKHBI 3TTUTHCA?

Opnako CuaH He MOT CIIOKOMHO CIyLIaTh CI0Ba CeCTPH. OH IMPOKAIUIAJNCS, IPeXae YeM II0CTydaTh
110 ee miedaM: HeT, HO... MBI HOTXKHEL 3NUTHCS. B3pocible OCTpafaiy, IOTOMY YTO OKa3aJluCh
BTSHYTHL B OyiicTBo FOmxkuHa.

— 3HaAYHUT, OTell ¥ OAMAS IOoCTPafasy, MOTOMYy 4To Ux nmobunu. M uto? — orBetuna Cuasmb.

— Hy, Th momxHa OBITH 371a... — IMpobopmoTan CuaH.

— Her. 4 He 6yny 3nuThcd. Y MeHS HET IPUYXH 3MTUTHCS, ¥ HU HAIll OTell, HU OSAS He XOTeNu O,
4yTOOH! 5 37IUIach U3-3a 3Toro. He rosops yxe o nenu Kapmen. Y rosopu 3a ce6s. T Toxe He
paccepaullbCst, — CKa3aa [AeBYIlIKa.

— Hy... 9To npaspga, Ho...

— Hix paHb He OBLIN JIETKUMU, ¥ OHU OBIJTA MCTOIIEHEI, HO BCE OHU OCTABa/IMCh B CO3HAHUU.
3amecTuTens enuckona Kpuctuna obpaboTana ux pansl, BepHo? Ho uTto Hacuet KOgxuua? OH OBIT B



OTKJ/IIOYKE BCI0 HOYb, — CKa3aja CHIb.

— 3... Hy...

— W I cetiyac 3pmeck. [Touemy? [Totomy 4To MBI 6ecriokouMcs o KOmxkune. Thl MOHUMAEIb, YTO 5
roBopio? f He 3/110Ch, TPOCTO OECIOKOIOCH 0 HeM. 4 3/110Ch TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO 6€CII0KO0I0Ch O
HOnxune, — 06BbsACHUIIA EBYILKA.

CuaH melCTBUTENIBLHO C TPYHOOM IIOHUMAJI CJI0Ba CECTPHL. EMy Ka3a/ock, UTO ero rojioBa KPyXKUTCS OT
TOT'0, KaK OBICTPO OHa U3BEPraeT CBOM CJioBa. [loueMy OHa Tak MPOTUBOPEYUT caMa cebe? [Touemy
OHa 3JIUTCS Cpa3y I0CJie TOTO, KakK TOBOPUT, YTO He 3NMUTCA? ECTh M1 pa3Hulla MeXAy THEBOM K3-3a
0eCIIOKOMCTBA U IIPOCTO THEBOM?

— TaI xopoto cebst 9yBCTBYyeIb? — cipocuna Cuajb ¢ 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM BRIpaKeHUEM Nulia, 6eps
MOKpOe TIOJIOTeHIle ¥ BhITHUpas eKy KOmkuHa, Kak Oy[TO OHa [0 3TOr0 He XMyPUJIach. — 3HAEIb,
KaK s BOJIHOBaJIach 3a TeOs1? ThHl JaXke He BOPOYAJICS BCIO HOYB, KaK OyATO yMep.

— ...XoTs 51 OblTa OTBETCTBEHHA 3a ero JieyeHue, — ckasana Kpuctuna, nepeBons B3risay Ha CUab.

CecTpa ¢BIpKHYJIa B OTBET Ha CYPOBHIM B3TJISIA ¥ KOCHYJIACH IeKy FOmKiHA MOKPHIM IIOJIOTEHIIEM:
Cnacubo, Kpuctuna. 51 Bumena 9Toro MajbuuKa IOYTH eCSATh JIET, KHUBS C HUM B OHOM JJOMe,
TI09TOMY KaXXKOBIM pPa3, KOTHa OH MOJIy4YaeT TPAaBMHI, s YYBCTBYIO UX HA CBOEM Tejie, KaK CBOU
COOCTBEHHEIE.

910 OBITIO HE COBCEM ITPABHOM, CTPOTo ToBopsi. OHU He BUMENIUCH KaXKObIM NeHb B TeYeHUE IeCITH
JIeT, ¢ Tex op KakK FOmKuH BoIleN B IIaBHBEIY JOM B Bo3pacTe 13 neT u yexan B ApoT B Bo3pacte 17
net. CU9JIb TOXKe yexasa B 3aMoK YepHoro JIbBa IpUMEPHO B TO K€ BPeMs, TaK 4YTO OHU 00a ObLIn
PSAIOM APYT C OPyToM He 0oJiee YeTHIPEX JIeT.

OpHaKO TakMe He3HAYUTENIbHEIE AeTalu He OBLITH BasKHEI OJIsi DEBYIIKU.

— OTHoOIIEHUS, KOTOPHIE 51 pa3aensio ¢ FOmxkuHoM, ocobeHHbIe. XOTS y HAc HET HYU KAl o0Ien
KPOBH, HAIlld OTHOLIEHUS TTy0OKH, KaK y OpaTa u cecTephl. HeT, 03B0JIb MHE ITOIIPABUTE CeO05.
Hamm otHommenus eme rioyoxke. He OymeT mpeyBenuyeHneM CKa3aTh, YTO OH — MOSI BTOpas
II0JI0BMHA, — IpogoKasa Cuasnb. C caMoro JeTCTBa OHa BCerfa Ipeycresala BO BCEM, UTO e
nopy4anu. B aTom oTHOImIEeHNH poncTBo ¢ FOmxkuHOM 6e3 emMHOM KallJid KPOoBU OBIIIO [T Hee Goee
YeM JOCTaTOYHBIM (paKTOM, YTOOBI MCIIOJIH30BATh €r0 B KAUECTBE OPYXKUS.

[2Kankast ManeHbKas qeBo4yka], — mpobopMoTarna AHKC, ClIyIIas ropabiii MoHosor Cuanb. OHa
cuuTana Bcero nuinb 10 net roy6okuMu oTHomeHussMu? M xots KpuctuHa He cKa3ana 00 3TOM, y Hee
ObLIM TaKue Ke MBICIIH, KakK U y AHuC. Pa3Be y3bl, 06pa3oBaBIIrecs MeXay JTI0AbMU, He Oblin OoJiee
KPENKUMU U BePHBIMU, YeM y3bl, pa3fesigiomie ceMbio 0e3 Kariu KpoBu?



— ...KxM. — I'epxapn MpOYUCTHIT TOPJIO, IPUCIYIIUBASICh K Pa3roBopy. OH HE MOT MOHSTh, TI0OYeMY OH
ceitvac 3mech. MoxkeT ObITh, IIOTOMY YTO OH OECIIOKOUIICS O CBOeM eqUHCTBEHHOM ChIHE? JTO OBIIO
camo co6o¥ pa3yMerommMcs, Ho ocTpas aTMochepa U CKphITast 0oppOa MeXAy meByLIKaMU OBITH
CJTUIIIKOM TSIXKEJIbI [JIST HEeTo.

— ...ChIH, — I103BaJI OH.

— Ia, otell, — orBeTun KOmXuH.

— 41 He Oynmy pyraTh cebst 3a 6ECTIOKONCTBO, a Tebst 3a 6e3paccyncTBO. d 3Ha0, YTO TH BCE PABHO He
3aX0Yellb 3TOTO YCIIBIIIATD... — CKa3an ['epxapy.

— {1 mocTpajgan He MOTOMY, YTO XOTeJI TOCTPanaTh... — MPOOOPMOTAI IOHOIIIA.

— Ho s oyeHb ropXKych TeM, KaKO¥ Tkl ceituac. MHe ObIJIO CTPAIIHO IPECTAaBUTh, KaK ThI
IIOB3POCTIEEIb B JETCTBE. ..

— Yero On110 609THCA?

— [Tompo6y# MOHSATH YYBCTBA POOUTENISI, Y KOTOPOTO CHIH M30MBAJ BCEX AETEH B OKPYTeE...

Tepxappn OB 4eT0BEKOM IOKIAOUCTHIM, U JeTH ['upona He 3a00TUnuCh 06 aBTOPUTETE,
conpoBoxpawieM pamunuio Jlantorxapt. [ToaTomy FOmKUH y4usl HEIOCIYIIHEIX COCEACKUX
MaJIbYUIIeK, YTO aBTOPUTET UCXOOUT OT KyJlakKa, a He 0T (haMuIni.

— Ho THI 0Y€Hb XOPOIIIO BEIPOC. £ HE MOTY ITOBEPUTH, YTO KPOME MEHS €CTh CTOJIBKO JTI0IEeH, KOTOpEIe
6ecrokounuch Okl 0 Tebe... — IPOMOJIKAJ MyKUKNHA.

— KakuM THI mpeficTaBisiit ce0e CBOero ChiHa, OTel? — cupocun KOmKuH.

— Kem-To Bpofe 3amupsl. Hy, B OCHOBHOM C T€X 0P, KAk ThI ORI MOJION, — CKa3an ['epxapr,
TIOMHUMAsICh Ha HOTH. — Pa3 yX TaK MHOTO JTofel 6eCcrioKouTcs o Tebe, st mouay. 51 yBepeH, 94To
TJIaBa CEMbM 3aX04YEeT UMETh COOECENHUKA, C KOTOPEIM MOXKHO IIOTOBOPUTE, TOKA OH MPUKOBAH K
TIOCTEITH.

— 4 Toxke mouny, — cka3ana Cuanb, OHICTPO BCTaB CO CBOET0 MecTa. 3aTeM OHa cxBaTunia ['epxapaa
3a PYKHU U IocMoTpena B CTOpoHY Kpuctunbl. bposu CBATON OepHYIUCH B pa3gpazxeHuu OT
IIPOBOKAIMOHHOI0 B3TJISa.

— Oreeen;, — MeOJIeHHO IIpou3HeCIa Cusns.



— ...9? Y-ut0?

— Ioiimem, oTell, — CHOBa CKa3aJlla fieBylIKa. [‘epxap[ HUKOT{la He CyIblal, YTo0sl CUaJib Ha3klBala
ero "oruoM". [Jo cux mop oHa oOpalllanach K HEMY TOJIbKO Kak K "capy 'epxapay".

CuaH IIOCMOTPEII Ha HeJIelloe 3peJIkile TOTro, KakK €ro CeCTPa Talllujia Fepxapna IIPpOYb, 3aTEM C
T‘JIY6OKI/IM B3[0XOM CKa3aJ: Thl BEITTISOUIID XOpOo1Io, TaK 4YTO A TOZXKe HOﬁHy.

— Twi yBepeH B 3ToM? Pa3Be Tebe He HHTEPECHO, KaK 5 JOKATHUIICS A0 TAKOTO0 COCTOSHUA? — CIIPOCHUIT
KOmxuH ¢ 030pHO#M yiIEIOKOM. CHaH CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HaJ 3HaYeHUe YIbIOKY IOHOIIH, ITI03TOMY OH
HaXMypPHJICS U TocMoTpen Ha FOpxuHa.

— TIpu3Hawck, MHe TI000IEITHO, HO 5T HE COOMPAOCh CIIpalIuBaTh. g coOMparCh HOCTUYD IIIECTH
3Be3n ®opmynet Benoro [InaMeHnu, Kak ¥ ThI, ¥ TOTHA S YBUXKY CBOMMHU TJIa3aMU TO, YTO HUCIIBITAII THI,
— otBetun CuaH.

— IocTHXKeHWe IIeCTH 3Be3]] B COPOK JIET 3BYUUT IIPaBHONOA00H0, — 0TBeTUN KOoXKuH.

— V6momoK, T TONBKO momoxkau. Korma mue 6ymet 30 nert... Het! 4 gocTurHy 1mecTtu 3Be3[, KOTOa...
MHe OymerT... 25 net! — Kpuyain 6par.

— Voauu, — cka3a I0HOIIA, TOJHSB KylakK, a CHaH B OTBET IMOJHSJ CpeOHUM manell. Kak TonpKo
Cuas, Cuanb u I'epxapa IOKHHYIM KOMHATY, Mep BCKOYHMIIA Ha KpoBaTh FOmxKuHa.

— Iloyemy THI OCTaBUJI MEHA? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA.

— ITO He TO MecCTo, Kyfa 5 Mory Tebst OTBeCTH, — OTBeTHJI KOmXKuH.

— TrI Beb MHE HE BpEIb?

— 3auemM MHe nraTh Tebe? — ycibiab oTBeT HOmxkuHa, Mep, HagyBIUIUCh, 3aHSJIa MECTO PSIOOM C
HuM. KprcTrHA MoCMOTpesia Ha eBOYKY CTPAHHBIM B3TJISIAOM, 3aTeM CXBAaTHJIa MOKPOE IOJIOTEHIIe
Cuoanp u 6pocuia ero mo3agu ceos.

— Yto TH nepexun? — cupocuna Kpucrtuna.

— MeHs 6osblile BOTHYET TO, YTO IIEPEXKUIHN APYTHE, a He TO, YTO nepexun si. C HUMU BCe B
nopsagke? — crupocun KOmxKuH.

— ...Hy. C HuMU He Tak Bcé m10x0, — oTBeTwna CBaras. [Ipournoi Houslo ['unean, ['von u Kapmen
II0CTy4au B ABepb KpucTunsl, Oyoy4yu B KpOoBH. Y HUX OBIIM CJIOMaHbI KOCTH, ITIOpPBaHa Koxa U



TMMOBPEXKOEHEI OPTaHEI. Hwu ogHa u3 ux paH HE OblJIa HACTOJIBKO JIET'KOM, YTOOBI OT Hee MOXKHO OBIJIO
OTMAXHYThBCA.

— Ho, Kak HU cTpaHHO, paHHl c3pa IOmxuHa ObIIM He 04eHb CepPhe3HbIMU, KOTTIa OHU IIPHUHECIH Te0s
Ha CBOUX CITMHAX.

— YYuTHIBas 3TO, 5 YyBCTBYIO ce0si 0O4eHb CKOBAaHHBIM, — CKAa3aJl I0HOIIIA.

— ITockonpKy TH OyHCTBOBAJI, BIIOJHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO TBOM MBIIIITH ObLIM YIIUOIEHb, BEPHO? 7
cobupasack TeUYUTh BCEX T10 ITOJTHOM IIporpaMMe, HO neau AHuc ybenuna MeHs: B 0OpaTHOM, —
oTBeTuUsa KpucruHa.

— [Touemy? — cIpoCu IOHOIIA.

— Omna cka3sana, 4TO THI HUCIIOPTHUINLCA, €CIIN 4 Ha4YHY JIEYUTh BCE€ MEJIKHE PaHHI.

«HWcnopuycs? UTo 3a 4ymb oHa Hecna?» — FOOKUH BopyYall, MacCHUpysl 3aTeKIlIre IIedy, 3aTeM OH
Hayas 00bsSCHATH COOBITUS B TeMHOM KOMHATe.

— ...Tak pa3Be 9T0 He O3HA4YaeT, YTO B UTOTe ThHI IIPOBANMUII TECT, COP KOmxuu? — cupocuna
Kpuctusna.

— HWMeHHO TakK, — OTBETHJI IOHOIIA.

— Torma He IOBTOPUTCS JIX TO K€ caMoOe B CeqyIui pa3? — cupocusia CeaTas.

— Ecnu 3T0 oBTOPUTCS, NTegu AHCuIIa 00s3aTeIbHO MOMBITAeTCS 0TPaBUTh Tebs, cap HOmxun, —
CKa3aja Mep, BcrioMuHas, Kak AHCULIA phifiasa, yBuneB ['Mieana nepeBs3ansbIM. KOHoIIA ToXe
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 HEJIOBKO U HEYIOTHO. [laxXe ecnu 3T0 OBIJIO HellpeJHAMepPeHHO U Hen30exXHO, OH
He X0TeJl IpuuuHATh 0011b KapmeH, ['rony u ['uneany.

— ... THl 3Haey, rOe OHU HaXoOATCA? — crupocuil FOmxuH.

— Coap l'unean u cap 'MoH OTABIXAIOT B CBOMX KOMHaTax. Jlemu KapMeH...

— OHa ryngerT B cagy.

— I'ynset? — cupocurn oHoma. C yero 651 3TO €l HU C TOTO HYU C CETO OTIPaBIATHCS Ha IPOTYIIKY?
[To kpaliHe# Mepe, Tak OH MTOJyMaJl CHavaja, HO, YBUJEB €e BOOUMIO, IIPHUIIE]T K IIOHUMAaHU0. Pyku
KapmeHn Oblt 00MOTaHBEl OMHTOM C peMHEM Yepes IIJIed0, a APYro¥ PYKOH OHa AepKanaa KOCTHIIb.
Iaxe Ha IIeKe y Hee Oblla HakyieeHa 00JIbIIAs MOBSI3KaA.



TpynHO OBLJIO ONKCaTh, KAK MMEHHO OHA BHITJIAZENa, HO... 9TO OBUIO 04eHb O/IM3KO0 K TOKa3HOMY
BOIIJIOLI[EHUIO TaHBIX CTPEMIIEHU IITHaOLUaTAIETHETO OAPoCcTKa. Ha camom pmerne y KapmeH He
OBLIIO HU TPABMBI HOTH, KOTOpas TpeboBasa Okl KOCTHUIS, HU paHBl, KoTopas TpeOoBana Ovl, YTOOH! ee
PYKy o6MaThiBanu U ¢puKcHpoBanu peMHeM. OHa He OblJla paHeHa HaCTOIbKO, YTOOH Ha ee IeKe
Onlta G6onbiiast moBsg3ka. CKopee, y Hee Oblla IOTEPTOCTH Ha HOTE, BEIBUX 3aISICThSI U JIeTKas
IjapanvHa Ha Ieke. Ho XXeHIIMHA HacTauBajla Ha CBOEM BHEIIIHEM BHUIE, U OHA IIjla Yepes caf
JlanoHXapT C MATEXKHBIM BhIpaKeHUEM JIUIla, KOTOpoe Kpudamo: «MHe eCTh YTO pacCcKa3aTh!»

— Tl ounyncs, — cka3asna KapMmeH, ornaaeiBaschk Ha FOpxkvnaa. OHa onepsach Ha KOCTHIIb, U IOHOLIA
Ha MTHOBEHME OCTOJIOeHe], IpeXkae YeM CKJIOHUTE rojioBy. OH He MOT IIpHAyMaTh, YTO CKa3aTh.

— 3... Hy... MHe xamnb, — HakoHel cKa3aa OnXKuH yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs.

— 3a 4YTOo TH U3BUHSAMLILCA? — crpocuiia KapMeH. OHa Oblsia COBEPIIEHHO Cephe3Ha. — TH
COTIPOTHUBIIAJICSA HEMHOTO CHAJIbHEE, YeM 0KUAANIoCh, HO 9TO OBLI MPUSATHHIN ONBIT. HellpuaTHas,
6u3Kas OMTBA MTO3BOJISIET MHE MCIIBITATh, YTO 3HAYUT KUTh U AHIIIATH KaK BOUH.

— Ia...

— W uu T'unean, Hu ['MOH TOXKe He BEIU aKTUBHEIX 00eBhIX OeNCTBUH B IIOCIeTHNE TOIRI, TaK YTO 3TO
OOJIZKHO OBIIIO CTATh OJId HUX XOPOIIKNM OIIBITOM. Marsiii, TOJIBKO He TrOBOPHU MHE, YTO ThI YYBCTBYEIIb
BHHY 3ad TO, YTO IIPUYUHUII HaM 0607b? — CIIPOCHIJIa 2KEHIITNHa.

— Hemuoro, — otBetun FOmxuH.

— Becrione3noe mepexuBaHrue. Mbl OBUIM PaHEHBI, IOTOMY 4TO OBUIM HeafleKBaTHH B OI[eHKE
coOCTBeHHBIX cul. I1o mpaBfe roBops, eciiy OBl 5 pelliniia yOuTh Te0S BMECTO 3TOTO, 51 OB BOOOIIIE He
noJiy4yusia paHeHui, — cka3ana KapmeHn. OHa Oblsia TOpOLIM BOMHOM.

Ona cmoTpena Ha FOpmkuHa cBepXy BHU3 C pacciiabaeHHOM ynbIbKoii: MTak, mapeHns. Kak Twl ce0s
YyBCTBYEIIIb IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK MoOkBal B TeMHOM KOMHaTe? — CIIPOCHTIA OHA.

— 910 6BITIO HHTEepPpeCHOe MECTO, — OTBETHJI IOHOIIIA.

— Iymato, mopazkeHre He IOBepryo Tebs B oTHasgsHUEe, — IPOKOMMEHTHpOBaja KapmeH.

— ¢ xouy HacIamUThCS 3TUM elré. Ho s He 3Hat0, TOHPABUTCS NI TeOe UM KOMY-TO OPYTOMY 3TO TaK
Xe, Kak MHe... — nmpo6opmoTan FOmxKuH.

— ...0 4eM THI TOBOPHIIB? — CIIPOCHUIA XKEHIUHA.

TemHast KOMHaTa OblJIa 0COOEHHOM, ¥ I0HOIIA HEe MOT IIPUAyMaTh HeMeIJIeHHOT0 PelIeHus], Kak



mobenuth haHTOMa. [109TOMY OH XOTEJ UCII0Ih30BaTh 3TO KaK BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOTPEHUPOBATLCS U
yNy4ImuTh ce6si, 0pPOCHB BEI30B CYIIECTBY ellle HeCKOIbKO pa3. OgHAKO B 3TOM ciy4dae FOmxKuny
IOHAHOOUTCS KTO-TO, KTO OyIeT COepKUBATh €0 KA/l pa3, Korga (paHTOM OBJIAfieeT UM, H,
ecTecTBeHHO, KapmeH, I'mnean v ['M0OH MOJIKHEI OBIIM CIIPABUTHCS C 9TOM 3amadei.

— Ec7u KTO-TO He X04eT, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3TO OyHeT TPYOHO, TO 51 He OyOy IOBTOPHO 6pocaTh BEI30B
TeMHO¥ KOMHATE, TIOKa He Oymy MOJHOCThIO YBEPeH, — cKa3an KOmxkuH, HaMepeHHo K06aBsis
HEMHOTO ITPOBOKAIIUH.

— He cTout HepoonernuBaTh Cepebpsinoro JIbBa KinaHa Jlaoxapt. — K cuacteio, KapMen cpasy ke
TIOfIa/Iach Ha MPOBOKaIuio. HerT... BMeCcTo Toro, 4To05l TOOAATHCS Ha IPOBOKAIXIO, €€ TOPHOCTh
BOMHA Pa3ropesack.

— Ecnu TH 6ymemib OpocaTh BEI30B TeMHOM KOMHaTe CHOBa M CHOBA, 3TO CTAHET XOPOIIel U PegKon
BO3MOXKHOCTBIO IOTPEHUPOBATHCS 17T MeHs, [uneaga u ['moHa. X0Ts MbI BTpoeM paboTanu BMECTE,
4yTOOBI 010IETh Te6sI, MBI OBLTM HE3PEeJILIMHU 13-3a Halllell HEOMBITHOCTA B COBMECTHOM CPaXKeHUH.
OpnHako B Cledyomui pa3 3To Oy[eT He TaK CJI0KHO, TIOCKOJIbKY MBI IIPUBLIK/IM paboTaTh BMECTE.
Korpga st mpuBHIKHY K 9TOMY, MEHS OOHO#M OyIeT JOCTaTOYHO.

— Kak u oxupganocs ot negu Kapmen, — cka3san FOpxuH, xnomnas B nagomu. OH yKpagKOX B3TISHYIT
Ha Kpuctuny. He noHSB ero HaMepeHui, OHa MofpaKasa I0HOIIEe U TOXKe Havyaja XJI0IaTh.

— ...ITouemy BHI XJI0II@€TE, 3aMECTUTENb enucKona KpuctuHa? — crnpocuna Kapmes.

— 4 cama He YBE€PEHa II049eMy, — OTBETHUJIA OEBYIIKA.

— Yro?

HOpmxuH mocnemrHo BMelnancs: Het, Hy... 9 IpoCcTo mogyMas, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, ThI MOXKEIITb
IOI0KOATh BMECTe C HUMU U ITOMOYb Jiequ KapMeH Uy OApPyruM C IIOMOIIbI0 60KeCTBEHHON Marum.

— A, a... TlougaTHo.

— XoT4 5 He yBepeH, 4To Te0e pa3pelaT... — IOHOIIIA 3aMHYyJCs, B3T/ISHYB Ha KapmeH. BmecTo Toro
4yTOOB! OTBETUTH Cpa3y, XKeHIIKWHa TOTPy3usiach B pa3gyMbs. MOXKHO CKa3aTh, UYTO TeMHas KOMHaTa
— 3TO CTPOXKaMUIIMi cekpeT ceMbu JlarionxapT. OnHako KapmeH monuMara, 4yTo Kpructusa Ovina
0CO0eHHOM, TI09TOMY He pelllajach TOBOPUTH 0 TeMHOM KOMHATe IIPU HeW.

— ...Cearag IOpaca nmoamepXKuBaeT TECHEE OTHOIIEHUS ¢ Ki1aHoM JlanouxapT Ha npoTsaxenun 300
net. Ha camoM pene, He OyfeT npeyBelndYeHreM cKa3aTh, 4YTo CBSTasi — 4JjieH ceMbu JIalloHXapT, —
CKa3aJjla XeHIuHa. FOOXKUH nogymarl, 4To 9TO HECKOJIBKO HaayMaHHO. — [1o Tpapunuy,
IIOCTOPOHHUM 3aMpeleHo BXOAUTh B TeMHYI0 KOMHATY, HO KilaH JIalOHXapT OTKPEeIIUuBaeTCcs OT
HaJoeBINuX, 6ecroie3HkIX Tpagunuii. Takum o6pa3om, CBsATast, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh YJIEHOM



ceMbu JlalioHXapT...

— 4 Bce ellle KaHOUOAT, — CKa3ala KpucTtuHa.

— .4 gymaro, uto mist KaumumaTa B CBsiThie He OyOeT HUYero CTPAIIHOIO, eCJIX OH BoMaeT B TeMHYIO
KOMHaTy. MHe He MoHamo0uTCs TedueHre, HO OyIeT HePUSATHO, €CJIH THI IIOJTyYHINb TPABMY, IIOTOMY
YTO 51 He CMOTY cliepxkaTh ceOst MOJIXKHBIM 00pa3oM. B TakoM ciydae, myst 61ara ceMby OymeT
mosie3Ho, 4ToOwl Kangunat B CBsThIe Obl7Ia HATOTOBE, YTOORI JIEUUTh Te0sI, — Mpomoxkuia KapMmes.

— Kak u 0Xuganoch ot megu KapMmeH.

— IIpegocTaBbTe MHe yOexneHue ['uneaga u ['MoHa, — cKa3asa XKeHIIMHA, OTKUOBIBAS BOJIOCH B
CTOPOHY IIePEeBS3aHHOU PYKOM.

— ...Kctaru, negu KapmeH. Y MeHS eCTb BOIIPOC O BUOEHUHU, KOTOPOE THl BUUIID ITePe[ OSIBIIeHUEM
(dhaHTOMa, — CIIPOCHUII I0HOIIIA.

— OTO TOT TEPMUH, KOTOPHIY TH PEIIUII HCII0NIb30BaTh? Pa3Be He Kpyde OblyIo OB Ha3BaTh
3TO TOPU30HTOM COOBITHI? — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— ...Tw1 OB yBU[EIa TaM Bellly, TOM0OHEBIE TBOEM MPOIION XKU3HU? — crpocull KOmKuH, mhTasiCch
IIPOUTHOPUPOBATh KOMMEHTapuil KapMeH C MPSIMBIM JTUIIOM.

Bripaxenue nulia XKeHIIUHE U3MEHHUIIOCh, KaK TOJIbKO OHa yCJIbIlIajia CjI0Ba "Mpolias XKU3Hb" .

— KOpxuH JlaiionxapT. TEl BEepUIlb B IPOILIbIE XKU3HU?

— Hy, s He mymaro, 4TO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO...

— Te emie Mostof. 41 He Bepio B TaKKe BeIlld, KaK IPOIUILe XKU3HU. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO [IJIsI MEeHS
peanbHO, — 9TO 5, XKUBYIIAS U OBIIAINAs 3[ech U ceivyac. OmHO Moe CYIeCTBOBAaHUE SIBJISIETCS OIS
MeHS 0Ka3aTellbCTBOM, — CKa3aJjla OHa. BEIsI0 0BOIbHO OOMAHO CIIBIIIATh, KaK KapMeH oTpuiaet
CBOIO IIPOIIYIO XKHU3Hb ¥ HAa3BIBAET €T0 MOJIOAKIM. — ¢ myMasa, YTO THl OUYeHb Pa3BUT, HO, TIOX0XKE,
THI BCe ellle HePOoOyKAeHHBIN MalbuKK.

K>

— {1 He 3HAM0, YTO THl XOYEIlb CKa3aTh, HO I HUKOI'ZIAa He BUeJla HUYEro II0X0XKero Ha IIPOLITyo
KU3Hb B TeMHOM KOMHaTe. {1 He Cibajia Huuero nogqooHoro Hu ot ['uineanga u ['MoHa, HA OT
IIOKOMHOT0 capa [lonHCca.



KapMeH IIOOOIIIIa K }OJI}KI/IHy, IDeJIKad A3bIKOM, 3aTEeM IIOXJIOIIada €r0 IIO IIJIieYy.

— Wrak, OmxuH. He paccTpauBaiicsi, YTO TH He YBUAEN IP00IeCK CBOEH MPOIIIOi XKU3HU B TeMHOM
KOMHaTe. ¢ TIoHKWMalo, YTO Thl YYBCTBYEIIb, IIOCKOILKY TBOSI Bepa B IIPOLINYIO XKU3Hb Obl/la
OTBEPrHYTa, HO 3TO TO, YeTO He CYIIEeCTBYeT BOOOIIe.

HOHowa efiBa coepxuBal cBOM rHeB. OMHOBPEMEHHO OH BCIIOMHUII "MIPEOBIAYILIYIO XKU3Hb", KOTOPYIO
Bupmen B TeMHOM KoMHaTe. YTO-TO IOCIe0Baio 3a o0pa3aMu KHU3HU XaMesa.

«YT0 3T0 OBLIIO?..»

970 OBIIO HESICHOE TI0JIe OUTBEI, 3aJIUTOE KPOBEIO.

Tam ObIJT YeI0BEK U TOPHI TPYIIOB.

Myxu4nHa CULeN Ha X0JIME.

KOpmxuH cXBaTHUI CBOE OZKepeJibe.

Ecnu Hamum B riaBe OmuOKY — CMeJIO IMUIIKNTe 0 HUX B TPyHIy BK (@akumateamnovel).

Cnacu6o, 4TO IpOYJIH TIaBy!
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