- Cymbsi, 4TO BCE 9TO 3HAUUT? - cKa3ana Paik. OHa W30 BCEX CHJI CTapasiach, YTOOH B €€ rojoce He
TTPO3BYyYall THEB.

B onHoii pyKe OH OgepzKaj ropcTh CTpensioiux opexos (1). OH chenan NETKUM KeCT APYTox PyKOi.
OpnuH 13 CTPeNSoNNX OPEeX0B MOOHSJICS U Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aBUC B BO3MyXe, IIpPeXe YeM caM co0ou
PackKprIThCS. T10 MUKy IanblleB SIOPO Opexa Momajo eMy B poT. Cyabs MOXPYCTEN UM, He TOPOIISICh
OaBaTh OTBET.

- Orta Harmnas [ITUIIA nbiTanach KOMaHOOBaTh MHOM. B MoéM coOcTBeHHOM ropofe. Heyxenu oH He
3HaeT, KTO 5 TaKou?

- TToxamny#cTa, - MOJIO[OM CBSILIIEHHUK ITOIBITAICS TIOIIEBENIUTh T0I0BoM. Kak 6ynTo orpomMHas,
HEBUAMMAs TSKECTh IIPUKKMala ero Tejo K moiny. - [Toxkanyicra, cyabs, 1 He XxoTell Bac o6upmeTs.

JIuio CyOobH MCKA3HMJIOCh OT OTBPAIlEHHd, €ro Yellysa CMOPIIHUIIACh.

- Kak oH mpecmuikaeTcs. 2Kanko, - OH chesal JBUKeHNWe PYKOW B ITepyaTKe, ¥ YTO-TO 10T
CBSIIIEHHUKOM TOIIHOTBOPHO XPYCTHYIIO.

CBSIIIeHHUK 3aKpUYasl OT O0JIH.

- Cynpsi, - cka3ana PaiiKkc, ©30 BCeX CHJI CTapasiCh, YTOOHI e€ TOJI0C He JpozKal.

- O, TONBKO HE TOBOpPHU MHeE, - €T0 I'0JIOC OBLIT MATKUM U XKE€CTOKUM OOHOBPEMEHHO. - T OyMaelib, g
JOJIZKEH IIPOABUTH Mnnocepnne? I/IMHepI/IH He OTHOCHUTCA JIETKOMBICJIIEHHO K CBOMM 3aKOHaM.

Eif X0Temoch CIIPOCHUTh, KaKOi# 3aKOH OH MOT HapyuruTh? Ho 3T0 TONMBKO Pa303muiio Obl CyIbio.
[ToaTOMY OHa IOAOIIIA K BOIIPOCY C APYTO# CTOPOHEL.

- Cynps, - cka3ana Paiik. - Ham HykHO 006CynIuUTh y2KacHble HOBOCTH. JIMYHEIE [iefia, He
npegHa3HaYeHHBIE [JIS... TIOOOMBITHRIX YIIIEH.

Ha MraoBeHme ey ImoKa3aaoch, YTO 3TO cpaboTaro.

Cynbs B3JOXHYI U CKa3an:

- Ila, ouens xoporro. [Tomarato, TH IpaBa.

Paiik TOKJIOHUIACh B 3HAK 0J1ar0NapHOCTH.

Cympst OIyCTUN PYKY, Kak OyATo urpajl Ha KaKOM-TO TOHKOM, HEBUOUMOM MHCTPyMeHTe. CBSIEHHUK



M3aJl COaBJIeHHbIH KPUK. ET0O TeI0 u3mano MsCUCTHIHM XPYCT, KOTHA ero TOIIHOTBOPHO PACILIIOLIUIO0
00 1on. B yacoBHe noBUCIIa THETYIAS TUIIMHA.

Paiik xoTenock 3akpruyaTh. KpoBb CUIIBHO CTy4asla y HE€ B yIlaX, HO BCE, UTO OHA MOTJIa CHOesaTh, 3TO
HEMMOBEPHBIM YCHUTUEM BOJIM 3aCTAaBUTH CEOST KPEIKO CTOSTh Ha HOTax.

- Hy Xke, koponeBa Paiik, - mpoBopyYas cyabs. - Kak Thl MOXKEIIb 0KUAATh, YTO JEePEBO BHIPACTET,
€CJIA ThI OTKA3hIBaelIbCs Cpe3aTh MEPTBHIE BeTBU? MoXkKeT ObITh, 3TU HaOOKHEBIE Ty Jaxe
M3BJIEKYT YPOK U3 3TOM OIIMOKH.

OH OpOCHIT CKOPJIYIIKY OT CTPEJISIOUINX OPEXOB Ha 3eMJII0, TIO3BOJIUB UM Pa3fieTeThCS KakK 110
MOPCKOMY KaMHIO, TaK ¥ 110 Tpyny. KpoBb y2Ke CKaIlIuBaiack BOKPYT TeJjla CBAIEHHUKA, BIUTHIBASICh
B BBIOPOIIIEHHBIE CKOPITYTIKH.

- Ceiiuac, - CyObsl BHITED PYKY O OMKaUIIyI0 CKaMbio U TOBEPHYJICS K Hel. - Kakue HOBOCTH 0O
BUepallHeM 3aJaHuu?

Paiix ¢ Tpymom criotHyna. He Ov10 cMbicia xkaaTh. OHa He UCITyTaeTCs MOCIeCTBUM.

- Ob6a Hammx areHTa OBITM HaMIeHB MEPTBHIMH.

JIuno cympu OBLIO HETTPOHUIIAEMBIM. Ero yu1io 66110 TITy00KOT0 OKEAaHCKOT'0 CUHETO LIBETA, XOTS
Yelrysi BOKPYT rja3 u ry6 6recTtena, Kak 3070T0. BEICOKHEe CKYIIBI, BIAJIbIE IIEKH, ¥ ero HOC OB
BBIJIETIJIEH TaK, YTOOHI BRITJISIAETH IMOYTH KAK Y YeJI0BeKa, Y4eM MHOTHE CalpeHIIbl TOPAUIIUCH.

- A apTedakT? - OH CIIPOCHIL.

- Bcé 6b110 yrpameHno. Cynbsi, CTh KOE-4TO0...

- Ter IIOTEPAJIA ero?

"f1 He moTepsina ero”, - xoTena ckasaTh OHa. - "f cka3ana Tebe mocnaaTh 6oblle conpart. A
paccka3saia Tebe, uTo Takoe HuxHui ropo, HO TH cKa3ai: «Hu omua CalipeH, TOCTOMHEIN CBOEH
BOJIBI, HUKOTI'TIa HEe CTaHeT XKePTBOU OaHIbI BOPOB»".

- IIpoun, - cka3ana Pa#ik. - B Moux 0TYETax TOBOPUTCS, YTO OHA yOuIa 000MX HAIIKMX areHTOB, a
3areM cOexkana ¢ apredakToM. Ho cympsi...

Cynps HemOBEepYUBO (PEIPKHYIT:

- IPOWO?! Trl Ke He 0XKUAaEIlb, YTO S TOBEPIO B MTOMOOHYIO UyIIh. ITa OPEBHSS MalllMHA efiBa



MOTJIa XOOUTh, Korma MCTOpuKY MMocany e€ K HaM.,

- OTO MOTJIO OBITH IPUTBOPCTBOM.

- Ecnu THI mymaets, 9yTo McTopuKyu Moriu Okl IpUOErHyTh K TaKOMYy 00MaHYy, Tl TH00 HauBHA, TU00
TaK e TJIyIa, KakK ¥ OCTaJbHbIe IPeICTAaBUTEIM TBOETO BU/IA, - XOTS OHa Oblyta 60jIee YeM Ha TOJI0BY
BBIIIIE €T0, ¥ CyIbM OblJIa MaHepa CMOTPETh Ha JI000ro CBRICOKA, KOT{la OH CyOuJI Koro-To. - Her, -
CKas3aJl oH. - ['opa3go 6ojiee BepOsSTHO, YTO KAKHEe-TO TOJI0BOPE3Hl U3 HuKHEro ropojia IPOHIOXaId O
HaleM oomeHe. Ho KakK, HHTepPECHO?

Palik 1o OmBITY 3HaJa, YTO CYAbsS yKe MPUHSI peuleHue. [ Hero Bce MTUIB ObITA OMUHAKOBBIMHU:
OVKUMU ¥ IBUKUMBIMH TOJTbKO STOMCTUYHHIMU MHTepecamu. OH Obl1 yOEXKIEH, YTO KTO-TO BO
IBopiax YTéca, mOmMKHO ObITh, Cul UHPopManuio. YTo o3Hayasno... E€ B3rnsAm CKOIb3HYII 110 TPYILY
cBameHHrKa. OHa cxXKaJjla KyJlaky, ClepKuBas MpuUinB 0eCloIe3H0ro THeBa.

- Uctopuxky, - cka3dan Pauk. - Ux npencka3aHus TOBOPHUIIH. ..

- He uutupyit MHe 3TUX OypPaKoB! - CyObsi TpepBasl €€ pe3KuM B3MaxoM pyku. HeBugumas cuma
noTsHysa Paiik, mpo6exkaB psObio 10 €€ MephsiM. - ITU c1a00yMHbIe TYIUIIH HE B COCTOSTHUU
IIpefickas3aTh fjaXke CBOI0 Cledyomyio Tpamne3y. Koponesa Paiik, ecnu Tebe mopora TBOS XKU3HB,
Torma Tebe yydllle CKa3aTh TO, UTO 51 AEMCTBUTEILHO X0UY YCIIBIIATh.

- ApredakT He OB apTehaKToM.

- Torma 4To 9T0 OBII0? [TOUEMY IBOE MOMX COJIIAT MEPTBHI?

- OHM HAIIXA 4YeJIioBeKa.

Ero rnaza pacmupunuch. Korma oH 3aroBOpuI, royioc Cyaby OBl HANPSIKEHHBIM U MEeJIEHHBIM.

- CKaxu 3TO ellé paa.

- 9TO0 Yeyl0BEYECKOe CYIIEeCTBO, - OHAa CKa3ajla, ¥ He BaXKHO, CKOJIBKO pa3 Palik 9TO MOBTOpsIIa, CJI0Ba
3By4alld Ha €€ SI3bIKe KaK MY3BIKa. - JTO XKUBOE YeJI0BEYECKOe CYIIEeCTBO.

Ionroe BpeMs CyObst HIYET0 He TOBOPHII. B YacoBHe OBIIO THXO, €CIIM He CYUTATh OTHAJIEHHOTO
IIapKaHbs CAIor IeHTYPUOHOB. CTEHH YaCOBHU BO3BHIIIATUCH BOKPYT HUX, YHOCS UX TaWHBIH
PasroBoOp Ty[a, Te ero MOTJIX CJILIIATh TOJbKO Bory.

Haxkowner on 3aroBOPHII:



- Hackonbko TH yBepeHa B 3Toi uHGopMaIuu?

- 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, - CKa3asa OHa. - OHu yuu. OHU UCYe3JIU 3a[0JIr0 [0 TOro, KakK Halllk IIepBhE
IIPEIKY BLIJIETENIH U3 TTIYOOKUX [XKYHTJIEH.

- Het, koponesa Paiik. Ckaxu MHe, 4TO fyMaellb UMeHHO ThI!

YTo 0Ha myMasa - 4ero OHa OTYasHHO XOTeJla - TakK 3TO YTOOBL 3TOT CIIyX OKa3aJiCs IIpaBhoi. 3a Bce
TOOBI, YTO OHa OBIZIa KOPOJIEBOM, Palik HUKOTHa He pa3pelnany Mokugath KayngpoH, He TOBOPS yxKe 0O
naHeTe. OHa 3Haja, YTO B KaXKOM M3 U3BECTHHIX MUPOB OBLIIM CBOM PEJIUTUU, CBOM BepoBaHus. Ho
BCEX UX 00BEAUHSAIIO ONHO. JTa eNUHCTBeHHAs 30J10Tast HUTh:

"OpgHaxmbl, U3 TNTyOMH BpeMEH, BEPHETCS YesioBeK. YToOh MPUBECTH HAC K CIaCeHuIo..."

CraceHue, KOHEYHO, 3HAUYHUIIO THICAYY Pa3HBIX Bellled [AJs ThICAYU pa3HbIX Ntoaen. Ho ecnu XuBoi
Bor 611 06HapyXKeH 30ech, Ha ['alisiMe, TO, HECOMHEHHO, CITaCeHUe [OJIKHO HAa4aThCs C €€
CcoOCTBEHHOTO Hapofa.

OHa Hagesnack.

Yero Paiix 0oJibIlle BCETO X0TeNa, TakK 9TO AaTh CIYXy BO3MOXKHOCTh PAcIpPOCTpPaHuThCS. M ecnu Tam
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OB YeJIOBEK, AaTh €My KaK MOXKHO 00Jibille BpeMeHH, YTOOH CHieNaTk... BCE, UTO OH
[oKeH ObLI coenaTh.

Ho aTo 6nlta He e€ ponb. Palik Oblsla KOPOJIEBOM, U ITOKa ¥ He€ He OyneT Oosblie nHGOpMaLnH,
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOTJIa CHOeJaTh, - 9TO 3allUINaTh ce0s ¥ CBOM Hapof,.

OHa cTapanach He CMOTPETh Ha pa3faBIeHHOe TeJlo, Jiexkallee Ha 1mojy. KpacHele MMsiTHA MOMOJI3/IN
10 eT0 OJeXkKMe B TeX MeCTaX, re KPOBb MPOMKUTalla €€ HAaCKBO3b.

- 1 mymato, - cka3asna Paiik. - UTO 3TOT C/IyX CIIUIIKOM CHJIEH, YTOOBI OCTABJIATH €0 B MOKOe. f yxke
BbI3BaJla OXOTHUKOB-UCKaTeled. ['0pox BeIuK, HO Halll 0XBaT IIUpe.

- He xanei nener, Palik. MeHs He BOJIHYET, €CJIA 3TO Pa30PUT BCE TBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO, I'TaBHOE - 3TO
HalTH 3TOTO BOpa U HAIll IparoleHHbIl Tpy3. MHe IyieBaTh, faxe eciu Tebe TPUAETCS MOPUTD
TOJIOOOM BCIO HAllMIO B TeUEHUE NeCSTH NeT. Halau ero mo Toro, Kak s BEPHYCh, UM 3TO Tebe moporo
o6onmeTcs.

- la, cymbs, - OHA CKJIOHMIIA rojioBy. Bo pTy y Pailk ObLI IPUBKYC KeT4u ¥ HEHABUCTU. - MEI
II0OMIMaeM 3TOTO YeJIOBeKa.

- 3axBatu... unu yoen. YemoBek MoxKeT OBITh [T0JIe3€H XKUBLIM, HO 5 He ITOTEPIIIIIO eIlé OIHON



PEBOJTIOINY U3-332 KaKUX-TO 3aXO0JIyCTHEIX CYEeBEPHI.

E#t mpumock 3axkaThk K/0B. Ero 60roxynbCTBO, €T0 MOoJIHOe TpeHebpexkeHne K KHU3HU HaCTOSIIETO
Bora.

"Ecnu OBl JTIOOM TOJIBKO MOTJIM CJIBIIIATh, KaK Tl TOBOPHIIb..."

- U nocneguee, MO KOPOJIEBA, - on 06epHyn TUTYJ Palik efkKuM capka3MoM. - YTOOH
00ecCmeynTh TBOM yCIeX, 1 Ha3Hayy OJHOTO U3 CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX areHTOB. f mpenarao Tebe maTh
€My BCE, 4TO OTpebyeTcsi, - CYyObsi U30THYJI CBOIO 30JI0TYIO YEIyi0 B Mpa4yHoit yisOKe. - [ToToMy
YTO, €CJIM THI 3TOTO He CHeJIaellb - eC/IH 51 00HAPYXKY, YTO 9TOMY 3aflaHHI0 KaKUM-1Tu060 oO6pa3om
TIOMEIIIAJH - CJIeYIOIIeH 1eJTbi0 MOeTo areHTa CTaHelllb TEHL.

- TToHSITHO, Cy[bs, - €€ JIUI0 TPEBPATUIIOCH B 3aCTHIBILIYIO MACKY.

- Xopormo. Torga ugu. Bo cimaBy MiMmepuu, - cKasal CyAbsi, XJIOIHYB ce0sI 10 TPYAU CKATHIM
KyJIaKOM.

- 3a Ummepwuio, - Palik oTcamoToBaa eMy B oTBeT. OHa He ciiomaeTcsi. OHa HUKOTa He TOCTaBUT
3TOMY YOJIOKY TAKOTO YIOBOIbCTBHS.

1. ABTOp MCHIOB3yeT CI0BO "pistolnuts”, HO MeHs TPOCTO KOPOOUT OT HA3BaHHUS "MHUCTOJIETHHIE
opexu". 4 mpennonoxuIa, YTO 3TO MOKET OLITH YTO-TO BPOJe MOPCKOT0 OT'yplia, ¥ Ha3Balla X
"cTpengomuMn".
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