Yku Y CIIOKOMHO MTPOCU[IEN B ITOA3EMENbe 6 4acoB moapsia. IToka 4To OH He BCTPETUII HU OJHOTO
cyuectBa. OmHAKO 3TO ero HUUyTh He 0eCIIOKOUII0. 3a BCe BpeMsi My TeUIeCTBUS 110 ITOI3eMeNTbi0 OH
TIOJTYYHJI TOJIBKO 3 Marudeckux kpuctania u 1 chepy Obenucka. ITo Bce elrle OBIIO HaeKo OT ero
OXKUNAHUH.

OTH IIPeIMETH CTOUIIHA 0KOJIO 3 MUJIJTMOHOB BOH, €CITM UX MIPOAaTh. B 3TOT mOACYEeT HE BXOOUT caMa
Cdepa, Tak kak [Ixu By He 3HaeT, CKOTbKO OHa CTOHUT.

[Tnan Yxu YV Ha 9TOT pa3 3aKJII0YaJICSId B TOM, YTOOH IPOIJIUTH CBOE IpebhIBaHue 3[IeCh IO TeX IIop,
II0Ka OH He CMOXKEeT BHIKOIIaTh BCE LIeHHLIE BEIllW, KOTOPEIE CTOAT AeHerT B moa3eMenbe. OH TaKke
BpeMs OT BpeMeHU Ha0JIiofian 3a OKpyXKalolel 06CTaHOBKOM, KOTOpas IIoKa3anach eMy CTPaHHOM.

o cux mop Yxku Y ObINT B ITOfI3eMENbSIX, B KOTOPHIE Momafast. Bce oKpy:KeHue UMeI0 HUTH MaHH B
CTPYKType U (HopMe, KaK KUJIBI, KOTOPLIE 0KUBJISIA 3TO MeCTO. 10 ero OnbeITy B MarudeckoM MUpe,
mofi3eMenbe 00BIYHO OBIJIO ECTECTBEHHBEIM, @ He MCKYCCTBEHHBIM. HO, XOTSI OHO U BHITTISIIENIO KakK
mopesnKa, 3To He OblI0 unmmo3uei. Kpome atux mog3emenuii. CyiecTBa U IpeaMeTh], TaKue Kak
Maruydeckue KPUCTAJIIbl U cheprl, ObUIN HAaCTOSIUMU. A He Tak, OyITO UX KTO-TO CO3all.

I>xu V 94yBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO CIIELIMAIBHO CO3[all 3TO MECTO, II0X0XKee Ha IMOA3EeMEIbE, C
oTpeneneHHON 11e71bi0. Ecniu OBl y Hero Obl71a BO3MOXKHOCTh, OH XOTeJT OB PACCIIPOCUTD CYIIECTB 00 UX
IIeJIH.

KT0 u 3a4eM co3pan Takoe OTPOMHOE MoA3eMebe?

Yxku Y ToKe OB 3aMHTEPECOBAH B 3TOM, TaK KaK 0€CIIOKOUJICS, YTO PSOOM C MECTOM, THe
HAXOOUJINCh €T0 CeCTPa U MaTh, MOTYT IOSIBUThCS [lopTanbHbie BpaTa. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OH He
OBLI TEM TepoeM, KOTOPHIM XOUET CITAaCTH MHUP, OH IIPU3HAJI, YTO ero OOIIui I1aH TpeboBas 3aKPHITh
Bce [lopranbHble BpaTa. 1o kpalineil Mepe, 0H [onkKeH Obl yoemuThest, uTo FOxHas Kopes
n30aBjieHa OT 9TOM KaTaCTPO(HI.

C mpyro CTOPOHHI, B IOA3€MeJThe BOIIIM Te€ CEMb OXOTHUKOB, YTO OBIIIM pPaHbllle, U MOSBUIUCH B
OPyroMm MecTe, Hexenu [1xu By.

"Bocc, pa3Be 3T0 He CTPaHHO? 37eCh HET HUKaKUX CYIIeCTB".
OxoTHEK paHra C, KOTOpOro Ha3wBaau 60CCOM, OTBETHI [I0CJIe MUHYTHOT'O MOJTYaHUS. "

4 Takxke He 3Ha. OgHaAKO OgHO sICHO. Ecimu Mel mobepeMcst 1o 10oroBa Bragenbiia mog3eMerbsi, TO
CMOKeM pa30oraTeTs.

"B nom3eMenbe Bceraa eCTh X03IUH Ion3eMeibsi. A MecTo, I'le OH OCTaHaB/IUBAETCS B OKUOAaHUU B
3TOM MeCTe, 00BIYHO SIBJISIETCSI COKPOBUIIHUIIEH. B 0CHOBHOM TaM PeryaspHO pa30pachiBaeTcs
MHOKECTBO Marn4eCKHX KPUCTaJJIOB, BONIIEOHEIX KaMHelN, apTeakKTHOTO OPYKUS U IIPeIMETOB".

Ipyroi oxoTHUK BKnIuHUICI. "Bocc! Cnenys 3a BaMu, BH HUKOITIa He omubanuch! Ho Kak HaM HalTH
MECTO BJIafienblla Hoa3eMenbsa?".

"Teneps HaM 1oBe310. f yBepeH Ha 100%. Brnapenen nog3emenbss HAXOOUTCS BHYTPU 3TOU TOPHI.
OmudUTLCS HEBO3MOXKHO!"

OcranbHbIe MECTh OXOTHUKOB KMBHYIHM. Ha 9TOT pa3 uM moBe3y10. [Toka He mpubIuKaIuCh OaCHbIe
CYIIEeCTBa, OHU MOTJIX MEJJIEHHO MCKATh MPEAMETH Ha MTyTH K TOpeE.



"W Bce xke. BynbTe ocTopoxkHEL. 1o myTH Tyoa cobupaiTe BCe MPeAMETH], KOTOPHIE CMOXKEM [IOCTATh,
u OyabTe HaueKy, ec/iy MOTOM HaTKHEMCS Ha KaKUX-HUOyOb CyIIecTB".

W Yxu YV, u ceMepo 0XOTHUKOB CITOKOMHO ITPOBOMUIIM BPEMS T10 IOPOTe K rope, cobupas 1o myTu
IIPeMETHl, KOTOPHIE MTOTafaliuch UM MOJ PYKY. M3-3a 3HAYUTEILHOTO PACCTOSHUS OT MeCTa, Tie OHU
TIOSIBUJIMCH TI0CTIEe Bxofa B [TopTasibHEle BOPOTA, UM IIOHAOOMIOCh OKOJIO ABYX OHEMN, YTOOH
no6paThCs 0 IIOAHOXKHUS TOPHL.

CeMb OXOTHUKOB ITOMHSTMCh HEMHOTO BBEPX U HAIIUIM TIEIepy, KoTopasi, Ka3aJiochk, YXOAuIa B Topy.
Tem BpemeneM Yxku YV, HaXOOWBIIUKCS Ha ITPOTUBOIIOIOKHON CTOPOHE, PEIINIT He TIOMHUMAThCS
BBEPX, @ 000MUTH BOKPYT.

[Tocne monroro mcciaegoBaHUS Inemepsl CeMb OXOTHUMKOB HAaKOHEI HAIIIJIN JIOT'OBO. B ToMm MecTe He
OBIJIO HUKAKKUX CyIiecCTB. HOSTOMy OHHU ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA obJieryeHue. OI“HHJIGBH_II/ICB BOKDPYT, OHH
YBUOEIIN Ky4dy Marnd4eCKux KpucCTaJljiOB 1 BOJIIIIEOHBIX KaMHel, pa36pOCGHHBIX I10 3eMIJIe.

"Bocc! M1 6oraTer!"
"Ma! Yept! 1, 2, 3, ..., 3gech 12 Maruuyeckux Kpucrannos u 5 Maruueckux Kamuen!"
"Tuxo! IToTuIe 1 GBEICTPO MOJIOKUTE STH BEIlX B BEIIEBOM MEIIOK".

Kpome Maruueckux KpucramioB u Maruyeckux Kamuei TaM OBUIH U IPYTHE BelIU. ITO OBIIIO
apTedaKTHOE OPyKHUe U MpeaMeThl. XOTs WX I[eHHOCTh Oblla HUXKe 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C IPYTUMHU
BEIlaMHU.

Ho ux Ka4ecTBO BCe paBHO ObIJI0 HAMHOTIO JIy4llle, YeM Y TeX, UTO OBLIM chenaHbl Accouyalen
OXOTHUKOB HJIH JIIOOHMH.

[Toka 4TO BCe IIJIO TJIAAKO IS 9TUX OTBAXKHBIX OXOTHUKOB, BOLIEOINX B Topy. OHU He O0SIuCh
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH BIafeIbIy ITOfi3eMelibs ¢ HeOObIINM KOJIMYeCTBOM Jofeii. K coxkaneHuio, HHOTIa
TO, YTO IIIJIO TJIagKO, OBIJIO TPU3HAKOM 3aTHIIIhs Tepen Oypen.

Hpps3r!

3emsd, Ha KOTOpOfI CTOSAJIN OXOTHHKH, 3arpoxoTaljia. BHes3amHO CceMepo U3 HUX UCIIYyIaJIuCh, IIOTOMY
4YTO TOJIYKH MCXOOUJIHN C HpOTI/IBOHOHO}KHOﬁ CTOPOHEI OT BXO[a B IIEIIEPY.

Bywm!

Yku YV youBUIICS, KOTHA YCIIBIIIAN B3PHIB, JOHOCSAIIANCS € TOphl. OOepHYBIINCH, OH YBUOEI OOJIBIIOE
CyILIeCTBO, BHIXOASIIEE U3-TI0J TOPHIL.

"XM, uHTEepecHo. [TocreHUe HECKOIBKO IHEHM BO BCEM JieCcy He OBIJI0 HUKaKMUX IIPU3HAKOB CYIIECTB. A
TeTeph U3 TOPH BHIXOOUT O0bIllasi COPOKOHOXKKA. [Touemy?"

Yxu Y chokycupoBas B3risaf Ha CyLIeCTBe, Ybsd IIepBOHaYaIbHas MKUPUHA cocTaBnsana 10 meTpos,
KOTOPOE [IBUTAJI0 CBOEN MaKyIIKOM, CJIOBHO XOTEJI0 YTO-TO BRIOPOCUTE. BCKOpe OH Halllesl MPUYHHY.
OH pa3MBIIIILI O TOM, IOYEMY BHYTPH ero ITopTanbHbIX BpaT HaxoasaTCd OXOTHUKH. B TO Ke BpeMs
OH ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OTPOMHas MaHa BHE3aIlHO MePEIOJIHIIa BEPIINHY.

OH HaKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY BJIEBO U BIIpaBo. "HeBaxHO, moyeMy OHU 3[eCh. TOT (paKT, 4YTO 3TO MECTO
IPUHAAJIEXKUT MHE, OCTAeTCsI HEeM3MEeHHEIM. ¢ 3ammaTui 3a Hero. CKaXeM Tak, BaM, pe0siTa, He



II0BE3JI0 TaM, I'le He JOJIXKHO OBITh".

3aTeM OH Hallea KaMeHb pa3MepoM CO CTYyII B CeJl Ha HETO, H&6HIOJI&5I 3a CXBATKOU MEXOy
OXOTHHKaMU U COpOKOHO}KKOfI. OH He X0TeJ BMeIInBaThCcsA. brimu nu Y HUX XOpOIIXE UIJIX IIJIOXHEe
HaMepeHHnd, OH He OyMaJll O TOM, YTOOBI IIOIIaUTh UX.

"Bocc, moxoxke, 3TO CYIIEeCTBO JOBOIbHO CUIbHOE. C TAaKUMU pa3dMepaMU U IIPOYHOCTHIO OHO,
HEeCOMHEHHO, aBisgeTcs BragenbiieM non3emenbsa!"”

"Bo3MoxkHO, TH npaB! [Jaxe Hallle OpyKre He MOXKeT IPOHUKHYTH TJTy00KO B Teo. EcTh nu y Te6s
KaKue-HuOyab B3pHIBYATEIE BelllecTBa?"

"Y MeHs eCTh HECKOJIBKO TaKHUX TaJIMICMaHOB".
"TloiimeM ¢ 3TUM. f mepxKas 9Ty MTYKy HECKOJIBKO CEKyH".
OXOTHHUK IIOMEINJICS TaJlMCMaHaMU C OCTAJIbHBEIMH.

OHU IPUTOTOBUIIMCH IPUKPEIUTE €T0 K COPOKOHOXKKE, KOrma UxX 60CC MPOHU3HEeC 3aKINHaHUe
COepXUBalOIel Maruu.

"Marus 3emnu, Cton6 Tupa!"

Opp3T!

[ITecTs IPOYHEBIX CTOIOOB OIPOMHOI'0 pa3Mepa MOSIBUIUCH U3 3eMJIH ¥ 3a0JI0OKMPOBaIK IBUXKEHUE
COpPOKOHOXKK.

"Centuac!"

OcTanbHbBIE IIECTh 0XOTHUKOB IIOOIIPBITHYJIX U IIPUKPEIINIIN TaJIUCMaH K TeJIy COpOKOHO}KKI/I, d 3aTeM
OTJIETEJIN OT Hee.

Kabym!

HpI/I dKTHBAIlMU TAJIMCMAHEI TYT 2K€ B30PBAJINCE B 6bICTpOﬁ IIOCJIEJOBATEJIbBHOCTH. B3pBIB comepzxKall
MOIIHBIN OTOHb, KOTOprfI He paccedyiCd Jazxe 10 NCTeYEeHUN BpEMEHU B3PHIBA.

CeMb OXOTHHUKOB yBUOEJIX OCTAaHOBUBIIIYIOCA COpOKOHO}KKy C rop;n.uefl BerHefI 4aCThI0 Tena. [beiM
TaKZXe IIOKPBHBIII He6OJ'H:H.Iy}O YacCThb I'OPHI, I'Oe CpaXkKaluChb OXOTHUKHU U YyOOBHUIIIE.

Kununnarxx!

CopOoKOHOXKKa 3apklyajia U arpeCCUBHO IBUHYJIACh K CEMU OXOTHUKaM. [|BUKeHMe ObIJI0 HaCTOJIBKO
OBICTPBIM, YTO OHA CMOTJIAa PAaCcCesiTh IJlaMs Ha CBOeH KOXe.

"Shit!"
IlqepT! n

CeMb OXOTHUKOB OBIIIM YOUBJIEHHI, 1 BMECTO TOTO, YTOOLI OTCTYIIUTh, OHU PELININ HACTyIaTh C TEM
JKe HaMepeHHUeM, YTO U COPOKOHOXKKaA. [IleCTs OXOTHUKOB BCKUHYJIU OPY2KUeE, TOTOBBIE BCTYIIUTH B
CXBATKY C YyJOBHIIEM, B TO BpeMs KakK 00CC OXOTHHUKOB IIPUTOTOBHII OOJIBIIIOE MAaru4eckoe
3aknuHaHue AOE.



Mapu necTephix OXOTHUKOB cOusicst, moToMy 4To COPOKOHOXKKa CUIBHO yapuiack nepefHen
YacThIo 0 3eMJTi0. Ee cuiia He MOrJia CPaBHUTHCS C CAJIOM HECKOJIbKUX OXOTHUKOB D panra u C paHra
C TaKUM OOJIBIIUM TEJIOM.

Omuako 6occ, 0XoTHUK paHra C, ObIJT HATOTOBE CO CBOEH Maruen.
"CoxXpu 3TOT0 COCYHKa!

"Marus oras, Cusoiee miams!

"Marus 37eKTpuYecTBa, ayra Toka!"

Kunnnrxx!

Boccx!

ManeHnpKuy OTHEHHBIY LIap Bollesl B pOT COPOKOHOXKKHY, KOTIa OHa 3aKpryajla, @ MTHOBEHUe CIIYCTS
3a HUM NIOCTIeI0BAJl IOTOK MOJIHUH.

Kabym!

W3 nactu COpOKOHO}KKI/I BBEIPBAJICSA MOIITHBIA B3PEIB. B3prBa OBLITO OJOCTAaTO4YHO, YTOORI BHIZKEYD JIEC
BOKDYT IIOJHO2XKHWA T'OPHI.

CeMb OXOTHHUKOB CO6paJ'II/ICB B OOHOM MecTe. Bce OHM MMeu HeCKOJIbBKO PaH Ha Tejie U HaXOOJUJIUCh B
AJOBOJIBHO YCTaJIOM COCTOSAHUH.

3aTeM OHU M3ajieKa IIOCMOTPENH Ha MeCTo, Tfie Bce ellle OyiieBan CUIBHBIN oXkKap. BOpyr c3agu
TIOCJTBIIIIAIMCE aIlyTomuCMeHTh. OOepHYBUINCh, OHY YBUOENH YKM YV, KOTOPHIY CUel Ha CKajle U
XJIONAJI B JIANOIIIH.

"Xopormas unest! MHOTHe U3 BaCc He CMOTJIH TPOOKUTH KOXKY ¥ PELIUJIM aTaKoBaTh U3HyTpu. Ho, K
COXKaJIeHHI0, 3TOTO 0Ka3aJ0Ch HeIOCTAaTOYHO. [ MTaHTCKUY XKYK HUYYTh He ocliaben. Ero MmaHa Onina
TaK Xe BeJIuKa, KakK ¥ paHblie".

"Krto TBI!?"
"Kaxk TEI MOXKellb OLITH 30eck!?"

"Kto s1? I momxeH OBITH BiIafieIbIlleM 3TOT0 MeCTa, eCJIH UCKIIoUnTh Brnagenbna [Tog3emenss. Kpome
TOTO, BCE BBl MOXKeTe OBITh 37ech. [IoueMy 51 He Mory?"

"9, yomogok! Bynbk 0CTOpPOKeH co CBOUMHU ciioBamu!"
"Otpopwe! Umews cmepTtu!”

"9T0 He 0**Tapnd u He oTpoake. ATo Yxku Y. Kum [Ixu-By.
"Bam Bor Cmeptu!"

Yxu V yXMEBIIBHYJICS U [IPHCENI Ha KOPTOYKY Ha CKajle. Teneps OH IJIAHWPOBAJ IPUKOHYUTE UX CaM,
a He HaOmomaTh. Ho OH mepegyMan, B3T/ISIHYB Ha BellleBOU MEIIOK, KOTOPHIM HeCTu OXOTHUKY. OH He
MOT IOIIYCTUTh, YTOOBI CyMKa OblJla YHUUTOXKEHA M3-3a HEOPEeKHOCTHA OXOTHUKOB.
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