OTep3asyie He MOTJIa CMUPHUTHCS C peanbHOCThI0. OHa 6buta [IyXxoM, KOTOPEIN MOT CUMTATHCS Gojiee
CUJIbHBIM CYIIE€CTBOM, YeM GOJTBIINHCTBO CYIIECTB U3 MOA3EMETHH.

[Tpu yCIIOBUH, YTO IPOTUBHUK ORI CHIIbHEee dTep3aiie. TemHoe IIpOCTPaHCTBO IPUKPHIIO OBl 3Ty
c/1ab0CTh.

Xotenu nobequth TemHoe ITpocTpaHCTBO? EQMHCTBEHHBIM BEIXOOM OBIJTO BEIATH U3 30HBI W CTBUS
TeHel. Ho 910 TpebGoBano OOJBIINX YCUTTHM, €CITH KTO-TO CTPEMHUIICS K 3TOMY.

Ia u cam OTep3asie He JOMyCTU OB 9TOTO ¥ CTas OBl IpeciiemoBaTh ux. CUUTAIOCE, UTO TEHU
BCcerya cienyioT 3a Etherzalle, Kyma 6l HU cTymasia ee HOTa, CO37aBasi HE3aBUCUMBIH IOMEH IO €€
KOHTPOJIEM.

BBITH 13 30HBI EUCTBUS TeHeH OBIJI0 MPAaKTUYeCKY HEBO3MOKHO.

U Bce xe mepep ITep3ase ObLT YETTOBEK.

Be3obunntiil uemoBek! Bee elre B mopsigke BHyTpu TemHoro [IpocTpaHcTBa?
HeseposTHO!

OTep3ae Kulesa OT THeBa. YeloBeK CMOT HamyraTh ee. Kpome Toro, Ko3mIpHas KapTa, TeMHOe
[TpocTpaHCTBO, IT0X0XKeE, TOXKE He MOgeCTBOBala Ha Hero.

"TrI He 4yenoBek!"
Kum Yxku V 3axuxukar, ciayuasi, Kak dTep3aie OpeguT 0 CBOeM CYIIeCTBOBaHUH.

B kakoii-to ctenenu [Ixku By ObIn coryaceH ¢ 3TUMU CI0BaMu JTep3asse. Y Hero He OblJI0 MaHE, ero
HeJb3s1 OBUIO Ha3BaTh OXOTHUKOM. Y HeTo He OblJI0 MaHE, ¥ ero HeJb3sl OBIJI0 Ha3BaTh YeJI0BEKOM,
IIOTOMY 4YTO OH OBLI Y4ePTOBCKU CHUJIEH.

'MHe HYKHO OBITb OCTOPOXKHBIM. DTOT YeJIOBEK He IIPOCT".
dTep3aie He cMeja HepooleHuBaTh [I1kKu By. OHa omacanach ero TaMHCTBEHHOU CHUJIHL.

Yxku YV 3acyHYI JIeBYIO PYKYy B KapMaH Opiok. ETo mpaBast pyka chesaja xkecT "ufu ciofa"' B CTOPOHY
Srtep3anine.

"Unu croma. Pa3Bneku meHs."
Bbywm...

OTep3asne 6POCUIIACh CO BCEH CHUIIBI, COTPsICAst 3€MJII0, ¥ aTaKoBaja [[Ku By cBOMMMU JIEBEIMU
KorTssMu. KOHEeUHO ke, OHa He ocTaHOBUIA TeMHOe [TpoCTpaHCTBO ¥ MIPOMOJIZKAJia UCII0Ib30BaTh €r0.

Iy By TOUHO OCTAaHOBHUII yap, CXBaTUB ITep3asiiie 3a 3allsICThe.
STep3anie cKkpexkeTHYysa 3y0aMu U IOMbITaIach BEICBOOOAUTE PYKY K3 3axBarta [[xu By.
Opuaxko [xu By TyT ke mom0Opocusn 3Tep3aie B BO3OYX.

STepaasne Oblyla MopaxkeHa TeM, KakK JIETKO ee Mof0pocusio. 3To nokaswBaso, 4To [Ixku By He ObIn
O0OBIYHEIM YEJI0BEKOM.



OpHOM ero CuIbl OBITIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH YOEIUTh €€ B TOM, YTO MHCTUHKT OBIJT PAHbBIIIE.

9Tep3am1e He X0TeJla IIPU3HaBaThk 3TOr'0, HO OHa 3HaJla, 4YTO HEe CMOZXKET YGI/ITB 9TOT0 YenoBeka. OHa
IMJIaHUPOBaAJila OTCTYIIUTh U Onla YBE€PEHA, UYTO YEeJIOBEK TOXKE HE CMOXKET €€ Y6I/ITB.

Thep--

Yku YV MOANPHITHYT B BO3MYX, HABUCHYB Hafl JTep3ajie. 3aTeM, JBUXKEHUEM ISITKY HOTH BHUS3,
yIOapui ee Imo roJioBe.

Hyar...

Kabym...

STepaase ynasna Tak CUIbHO, YTO CHECJIa 3eMJTIO.

B 910 XKe BpeMs cBepxy mpuleMnuics [[xku By ¢ ynuBIeHHBIM BhIpaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.
"YouBuTENBHO, 51 ObI0 U30 BCEX CUI U BCe ellle KUB? OKa3kIBAeTCs, TBOE TEJI0 OUEeHb IIPOYHOE.
"Jlyuie, yeM y Tex cobak".

STepa3ase ynan Ha KojeHu, 0710KupoBaB yaap Yxku V. 3To oKa3anoch caMbIM XyAIIUM Ojis Hee. Ei
Ka3aJioCk, YTO ee pyKa OymeT pa3pylleHa, KOTfa OHa IoJy4nsia yaap.

OTep3aib CMOTpPeJIa Ha Hee MIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMY T7Ia3aMy C BEIPakKeHUEM HEeIOBEPHS Ha Nulle. 3a
HECKOJIbKO CEKYH ee MHeHUe 0 Uxku YV u3MeHU10Ch MHOTOKpaTHO. OT c11aboro K HeompeneaeHHOMY,
3aTeM K CIIMIIKOM CHJIbHOMY, ¥, HAKOHEIl, K HeBO3MOXKHOMY COIIEPHUKY.

Otep3asie ObUIa HEOBOJIbHA TE€M, UTO ee omosenu. OOHOTo ee BEIpaXkeHuUs JIuIla OBII0 TOCTAaTOYHO,
yTOOH YOUTH C71Ta00BOJILHOTO YeJI0BeKa.

Tem BpemeneM Yxku Y Hauasn NposiBILATh CBOIO HE3aMHTEPECOBaHHOCTh. OH cMOTpen Ha [lyxa ¢
IIPe3PEeHUEM.

dTep3anb, MoTepsBINas PacCymoK, CHoBa Opocunach Ha [xku By. 9To MOKHO Ha3BaTh €€ OTYASTHHOU
IIOIBITKOM.

Bywm...
XBocC...
Hyyapr!

Boit Ha 67113K0M paccTosiHuM Mexkay [ku By u OTep3arse BhI3Bajl B3PLIBHOE CTOJIKHOBEHHUE. 3a HUM
mocyiefoBasa 60sbIas yaapHas BOJIHA, KOTOPasi CUJIBHBIM BETPOM CHECJIa BCE BOKPYT.

[Tocrne aToro 061ako MbIIM HAKPHIIO BCe BOKPYT, M3-3a Yero TPYAHO ObLJIO Pa3risifeTh BCE TOYHO.
Cay1 -
Swossh--

BHyTpu 0671aKa BT Pa3fasics 3BYK Pa3MaXMBAIOUIETOCS OCTPOTO OPYKHUS.



Bckope u3 neineBoro ob6naka By Yxku By u 9Tep3arnie.

9TOoT Oe3paccynHbId 1Iar, Ioxoxke, cpabotan. Ha HecKonbKUX YacTsax Tena [[:ku By Oblin BUTHBI
cIiefbl OT TOPE30B OCTPHIM OPYKUEM.

C mpyroii CTOPOHEI, JTep3ajljie He YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OHA IIPEB30liljia ero. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, IOpe3 He

rnybokuii. OHa maxe mogyMmara, uTo [IKu Y MpocTo HaMepeHHO Ioljapara’sics.

Emle yepe3 HECKOIBKO CXBAaTOK JTep3alljie IpeKpaTuiia CBou Gecrosie3nsie ycunus. OHa JTUITb
OCTaBaJjlaCh Ha MecCTe U OblJla pacCTpOeHa.

Kak myx mectu, 9tep3aiie Oblyia HafelleHa YyJOBUINHON (pr3ndecKon cuioi. Ko3sips TeMHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBa BMECTE C MaHOW YCUIUI ee ChIpyIo cuiy. OHa Oblzla HeCpaBHEHHBIM CYIIIECTBOM Cpenu
Bricmiero kmacca.

U Teneps, mepen He. dTep3aie oKa3anach 66CIIOMOIIHOM U laxKe OCMesTHHON. He KTo MHOM, Kak
yeJioBeK, He obafaromui MaHoOH, KaK OHa.

Ixu By He youBHMIICS, YBUIEB, 9YTO JTep3ajule OCTAHOBUIA CBOIO aTaKy. ITO ObIJI 04EeBUNHMIN TPIOK -
TI03BOJIUTDH €1 YOapUTh €ro.

B rny0OuHe mymiy oH Hagesjics, 4YTo oHa OyHeT MpofJoiIkKaTh, TIOKa 3TO He IPUBELET €Tr0 B BOCTOPT.
TeM He MeHee,
'T'me xe octpele owmylenus? I'me npunus agpeHanvuua? [louemy Hu4dero Het!

Ik V KeJan COTHU afiCKUX TOHYMX U CHUJIbHOE CYLIECTBO. TOTO0 OBIIO OBl IOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI
TIOJHSTh €My HaCTPOEHHUE.

YVBEHI, BCeX UX 0Ka3aJ0Ch HEOCTAaTOYHO IJid Yxu Y.

B cnenytomee Mraosenre Yxku Y, HaXOOUBIIUICA B HECKOJIBKUX MeTpax 0T OTep3alisi, MTHOBEHHO
COKpAaTHI PaCCTOSTHUE MeXKAY HUMU.

9TO MPOU30LITIO0 B MTHOBEHHE OKa.
bax!

Yxu YV HaHec 04eHb OBICTPHIN yaap ¢ 6JIM3KOT0 PaCCTOSHUS C OTPOMHOM CHJIOH, CHejiaB eTo
IPAKTAYEeCKU HEOTBPATUMBIM.

ITocne yYoapa B KHUBOT STGPSaHHe C CUIOMu OT6pOCI/ITIO Ha3a[, OCTAaBUB IIO IIYTHU CJI€[] Ha 3EeMIJIe.

OTep3asie CMOTJIa CepKaTh CBOM CPHIB, YAEPKHUBAsi €r0 JIEBOM PYKOM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO €€ TaK
CUJIBHO IIBHIPHYJI0. OHa YyBCTBOBajla OHEMEHKE BO BCEM TEJIE€ TOJILKO OT OFHOTO 3TOT0 yhapa.

s STep3ainie 3To OBIT KPUTUYECKUY CITydal, TOTOMY 4TO €€ TeJIo ObIJIO OUeHb KPEIIKUM.
[TockonbKy Teno OBUIO HEeJleTKO Pa30pBaTh Ha YacTH, el IPUIIIoCh TepreTh OeckoHeuHyo 60b. Kak
OynoTo OHa X0TeJla yMepeTh, HO He MOIJIa.

Tem BpemeneM [Ixku By momusin opyxue BoeBoit Tomop, y KOToporo 6osbiiie He OBIIO X035TMHA, U
CHOBa IOSIBUJICA Ileper JTep3allb.



YBunes 3710, JTep3asie, He 3HaKOMas CO CKOPOCThI0 U1 Y, cMoryia OTpearupoBaTh TOJIBKO
pednekTopHo. OHa MHCTUHKTUBHO TIOOHSJIA CBoe opyxue [TomyMmecsitia, 4ToOR 6T0KMPOBATh aTaky.

Yxu Y Opocurscs Buepen ¢ 00eBEIM TOIIOPOM B JIEBOUM PYKe, LIeNIICh B TOJIOBY JTep3are.
Haur!
OT ymapa ymapHOU BOJTHBI OBYX CTOJKHYBIIUXCS OPYXKHUU pa3facsd TPOMKUM CTYK.

OTep3a’e MoBe3JI0 BRIXKUTH 1ociie yaapa boesoro Tomopa, x0T 3T0 cTouno e [Tomymecsua,
pas30uBIIErocs Ha [AI0XKUHY OCKOJIKOB. I CHOBa oHa Oblyia cOuTa ¢ HOT Giarofgaps OrPOMHOM CHJIe
Uxnuy.

OueBupnHoO, 4TO BOEBOM TOMOP, KOTOPHIM HMCIIOIL30Bal YKHK Y, IOCTUTTIA Ta K€ Y4acTh, YTO U OPYyXKUeE
[MTonymecsitia. OgHa U3 rpaHey ABYTIaBoro 60EBOTO TOMOpPa ToXKe Oblja CJIOMaHa.

Ha aToT pa3 9Tep3aiie He cMOrjia yaadyHO IPU3EMIIUTLCS, IPEefOTBpaTUB yaap 1o iree. [Tocne Toro,
KaK OTCKOK IIPEeKPaTHuJCs, ee TeJI0 CONPOTHYIO0Ch OT 60/IH, KOTOPYIO OHa MOJTyunia OT HECKOJIBKUX
ynapos [Ixxu By paHee.

Otep3aie, Oynyuu cyiecTBoM [lyxa, ©UMella CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO TOPIOCTh 110 CPABHEHUIO C JIIOOBMU.
XoTs IpoTUBHUK OblN cunbHee ee. OHa HUKOTHA He Oexkasla, TOfZKaB XBOCT.

"Jemnoek!!! Tl HUKOTA He IOOEIUINL MeHS JaXKe Ha MUJIJIMOH... "
Kariens, Kaliens...

Ixu-By mopoien K 3tep3aie ¥ 3aqyLIXTI ee TOPJIO, OCTaHaB/IMBas TapabapiiuHy, KOTOPYIO OHa
IIPOU3HOCHIIA.

"Tel monkHa OBITH O7aromapHa 3a To, 4TO cjtaba, YTOOH He CTpamaTh JONITroe BpeMs", -
HETIPUHYXKIEeHHO cKa3an [xu By ¢ II0CKUM BHIpaXKeHueM JIMIia.

Yxu YV 3uan. [IpuyrHa, 110 KOTOPOM OH MOT ObI ITOKOHYUTH C 3TOM BCIIBIIIIKOM paHblile. OTO OBIIIO
IIOTOMY, UTO OyX MECTH He OllpaBfa ero oXxuganui. TakuM 06pa30oM, OH MOT KOHTPOJIUPOBAThH CBOU
3MOIIMH OT BO30YKIOEHUS, BHI3BAHHOI'O CXBATKOM, KOTOPYIO npexacTaBun Hynnmudukatop. Ecnu Her,
3TO MOXKET IIPUBECTH K 3aTSIXKHOMY IMOEAUHKY MeXKAy HUMH, HeCMOTPS Ha To, 4uTo [Iku By Bce ele
OBLT CUJIbHEE OPYTOTo.

WHorga OBITH C/TabbIM ¥ YMEPETh IIEPBLHIM He TaK yXK U 1y10x0. [To KpaitHel Mepe, He TPUOETCS
TepIieTh HeBooOpa3uMyio 601k BO BpeMsi 3TOT0 IIpoIecca.

BHrezanHo [Ixxu By nepeBepHYyJICS Ha JI€EBYIO CTOPOHY, IIPOAO/IKas OepKaTh JTep3aib IPaBoi PYKOU.
OH yCIBIIIaI YTO-TO ITOX0XKee Ha 3BYK OEryIIuX IIaroB 110 HAIIPABJIEHUIO K HEMY.

OH yBUAEN Tpex MyKUYKWH, KOTOPhIe mogoulny O6muxe. Yku Y 3HaJ, YTO 3TO OXOTHHUKH, 110 UX
CHApSIXKEHWI0 U MaHe, KOTopas y HUX OblTa.

Tpoe OXOTHHKOB, KOTOPEIE€ TOJIBKO YTO ITOOOIIIN, OCTAHOBUJIXA CBOU IIIAru. To, 4TO IIpeacTalio mmepen
HHUMH, OBITIO OYEeHDb HEIOHSTHO.

OHu BHO He YYBCTBOBAJIX MAHEI OT Ixu By. OpnHako OXOTHHUKH YBHUIOEJIX YEeJIOBEKaA 0e3 MaHHI C
CyIIeCTBOM U3 IMOA3EeMeENIbid, KOTOPO€E MBITAaJIOCh BEIPBATLCA M3 YeJI0BeYeCKOH XBATKH.



Ywmopal!

V3-3a aTou abcypaHoi cutyarnuu. OcobenHo Oenas pybamika Yku Y U JIUHHBIE BOJIHUCTEIE BOJIOCHI,
KOTOpBIE OBITM 3aIUTH KPOBbI0. OXOTHUKY Hadall Pa3MHIILIATh, OB JIX YEJIOBEK Mepe] HUMU
YeJI0BEKOM UJIU HeT.

3a wecTh neT nosBnenus IlopTanbHbx Bpat. He 65110 TaKOT0o YemoBeKa, KOTOPHIHN ObiT ObI CIocO0eH
CPa3uThCA C CYLIECTBOM U3 ITof3eMenbs 6e3 MaHEL. [laxke HU pa3y!

OXOTHUMKY OBLIM CIIOKOMHEBI U 6JII/ITeJ'IBHBI B O KHJJAaHHUH HENI3BECTHBIX obcTosiTenbCTB. OHU OBLIN
Ha4eKy, OnacadAcCh, 4YTO MOXKET HpOI/IBOI;ITI/I YTO-TO HEOXKHUOaHHOE.

"Ono3paBiiye MOTYT IIPOCTO OCTaBaThCA Ha CBOEM MecTe".

OxoTHUKY OBLUTM MTOPaXKEeHHl HEOXKUJAHHBIMY CJI0BaMU UYKu YV, CKa3aHHBKIME HU C TOTO HU C cero. OHu
He 3HaJH, ObIJIO JIX 3TO HAaCMEIIKOU MU TIPefyIpexXaeHueM IJisi HUX.

IIA?! n
"Yt0 TH cka3am?!"

II'?'?'?II
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