"f... 3T0 abCypr - CTOMKHYTHCS C 3TUM M-MOHCTPOM, M-MHE HY2KHO 0exKaTh".
"3aTKHUCBH!"

Y 0xXOTHUKAa-3aKJIMHATEJIs He 0CTaJI0Ch MyXKeCTBa Ilepe]] IULIoM fyxa MecTu. Ero ymeBasi pyka Onlia
paHeHa, YTO IIPOU30III0 OT B3PhIBA IIPOCTOr0 00MeHa MeXy 60€BLIM OXOTHUKOM U JTep3ajeM.

OpmHOT0 3TOTO OBIIO IOCTATOYHO, UTOOH B CO3HAHUM OXOTHUKA-3aKJIMHATEIS TOCEITUIICS yKac
CMepTH.

C mpyro# cTopoHbI, 60€BOI 0XOTHUK OTBePT uaeio ybexaTsb. OH 3Has, 4To 6ecrone3Ho 6exaThb
ITPOTHUB TAKOT'O CYIIECTBA, KOTOPOE HaxKe He TOJTYYUIIO HU I[apalyHbl B 3TOM PUCKOBAaHHOU CXBaTKe.
OTO0 YymoBHILE IPOCTO UT'PAio, He yOuBas Ux OBICTPO.

Koneuno, dTep3aie Mor youTth ux 6eicTpee. Ho 3aueM menaTh nuirHee, YTOOR IPEKPATUTh
yooBonbCcTBUe? Eciu 6bI OHa MOTJIa IPOAOIKATh UT'PATh C OXOTHUKAMH.

Oydydy...
"Yenosek. [lopora B ap Henerka. CHavyasa Thl [OJIKEH ITOCTpafgaTh”.
3nas yneibka dTep3a’ie MosBuiIach 1Mocje TOro, Kak OHa Halyraja WX CBOMMHU CJIOBaMH.

YV 0XOTHHMKA-3aKIMHATEIs TIONKOCUIKChH HOTH, KOTMa OH YCIIHIIIan 9Td peun. OT 9TOr0 OH PYXHYII Ha
3eMJII0, PO2Ka OT CTPaxa.

BoeBble 0XOTHHUKHY 3aKpUYaIk C TOM CTOPOHEI, KOTOpas Oblza HeJaleKo OT 3aknuHaTens. "He
chaBamnTecs!"

Ter...

STep3asie MTHOBEHHO IOSBUIACH Iepel 60eBbIM OXOTHUKOM, aTaKys ero JIeBOM PYKOM.
Degh--

K cyacThio, KOrTH dTep3ase OblIH YCIeIHo 3a610KMPOBaHbl 00€BHIM TOIIOPOM OXOTHHUKA.
"Hennoxo. CyMeTb OCTAHOBUTHL MOIO PYKY".

Qydydy...

STep3aane OLICTPO MaHEBPUPOBas opyxkueM [lomyMmecsiia, 4ToOb HaHECTH yOap B Iei0 60eBOro
OXOTHHUKA.

BoeBoil 0XOTHUK 3a0XHYJICS, TaK KakK OpyXKue HagBUTalI0oCh Ha CJelyio 30HY clieBa oT Hero. OH He
MOT BHITAIIUTH 00EBOM TOIIOP U3 3axBaTa JTep3asiie, 4ToOH 6I0KupoBaTh opyxue [lomymecsna,
KOTOPOe Ha[lBUrajioch Ha Hero.

3areM...,
"Marus JIpma, 3amopoxeHnHas KmneTtka!"

3UHUHT...



Hu Stepsanine, Hu 60€BOM OXOTHUK He OKUaIN MOSIBIEeHUS CT0N0a /1bJa, KOTOPHI OGHOBPEMEHHO
3aMOpO3UJI PYKY U OpyXKHe IoJIyMecsla, TeM CaMBIM OCTaHOBUB aTaky.

9Tep3anne IepeMeCTHulia JINIO B JIEBYIO CTOPOHY U IIPHUINYPHUJIA I'JIa3ad.

Ona IMOCMOTPEJIa B CTOPOHY APO2KAIEr0 OXOTHUKA-3aKJIMHATEIs, KOTOprfI TOJIBKO 9TO HaAJIOZKHJII Ha
Hee Maru4eCckoe 3aKJIMHaHHe.

BoeBoii 0XOTHUK YBUAEJ BO3MOXKHOCTh BRIPBATHCS U3 0KOB. OH HEMe[JIEHHO HaydaJl eliCTBOBATh.
"BoeBou cueTyuk!"

9Ta crocoOHOCTHL MOTJIa OTOPOCUTD TeX, KTO HaxoOuics 0IM3K0 K Biafesbily, Omarogaps
BpalllaTeIbHOMY [IBUKEHUI0 60eBOT0 Tornopa. OOGIYHO eTro MUCII0Ih30BalIu, YTOOR 0TOPOCUTH Hal3af

opAay.
ByxHr...
Otep3asie Obla yAKUBIEHA TEM, UTO €€ XBaTKa C CHJION pa3iKaach.

OpHako maxke 3Ta KOHTPaTaka CMOTJIa 0CJIa0uTh HaBJIeHNE Ha OXOTHUITY. ITOTO BCe elrle ObII0
HeIOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOK PAaHUTHL JTep3a’ie.

dTep3ae ucyesyia B TOT MOMEHT, Korma boeBoi Tomop mouTtu pa3ou ee.

OXOTHUKY OBITM 3aCTUTHYTHI BPACIJIOX, YBUAEB, YTO JTep3asijie Ucue3ja U3 UX MOJIs 3PeHus.
"I'me xe oHa!"

O6a OXOTHHMKA OTMSIeINCh BOKPYT, YTOOB HaTH MECTOHAX0XKIeHWe JTep3alle.

"Tlozamu".

BoeBo1 0XOTHUK UCIIyTacCs, YCIbIIaB ronoc tep3aie. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO B3MaXHyJ1 CBOUM boeBhrIM
TomopoM.

XKpyyK -

[Tpexne yeM 60eBOM OXOTHUK YCIIEJl IOBEPHYTHL CBOE TeJIO, JieBas pyKa JTep3aiie yXKe BOH3UJIAch
eMy B Cepplle C3afH.

Yarx -

BoeBoi 0XOTHUK KalllJIsiy, @ 30 pTa TeKjIa KpoBb. HakoHell, y Hero 60Jbllle He 0CTanoCh CUII
nepxkaTh CBOe apTedakTHOe opyxkue, boeBou Tomop, ¥ OH IO3BOJIUII EMY YIIaCTh Ha 3eMJIIO.

Yepr!

C mpyro¥ CTOPOHBI, 0XOTHUK-3aKIMHATE b IIPEKPATHIT COITPOTHUBIIEHNE U MTPEIOCTABHII CBOIO CYyIb0Y
Stepaanmne. OH cunes, TOKOPHO Habofas 3a CMEPTHIO APYTOro OXOTHUKA.

OXOTHUK-3aKIHHATEIb HUYETro He MOT cAenaTh. OH IUIIb Hagesacs, 9To IMOOKpeEINeHne OXOTHUKOB
HaXOOUTCA B Iropoage HaroTose. OH OB TOTOB CPa3UTLECA C 3TUMHU CYIIECTBAMU U3 IMOA3EMETIbA
IIo3XKe.



9Tep3am1e X0TeJla BRITAIIUTE CBOIO JIEBYIO PYKY U3 TEJld 6oeBoro oxoTHHKa. Ho oHa 3aCTpPsdla U HEe
MOT'JIa BEIPBATHCA.

BoeBoil 0XOTHUK AepaKaJl JIeBYI0 PyKy JTep3auie o0euMu pykamu. OH He cOOMPAJICS ee OTIyCKaTh.
"V Tebs Bce ellle XBaTaeT YIIOPCTBa CpaXkaThCs co MHOM? Kakas moreps."

OSTep3ae cierka TPSAXHYyJa MIPaBoiil pyKoH, YTOO pa30UTh JIeASHOM CTOI0, KOTOPHIM 3aMOpakKuBal
PYKY.

Tpex -

Csy1, 3per...

STepaase pa3pyOuiIa rooBy 00eBOro OXOTHUKA OpyxKueM [Tomymecsiia. 3aTeM, OTHSIB JIEBYIO PYKY.
"ThL."

OtOpocus 6e3r0n0BIM TPYII, ITep3ajie YyCTaBUIaCh Ha OXOTHUKA-3aKIMHATEIS.

"Trl MOPTHIIL MHE Becenbe. Torga maBai yobeM u Te6s".

OTep3aliie HeMPUHYKOEHHO IOOIIeN K OXOTHHUKY-3aK/IMHATe 0, KOTOPHIM He aBurancs. OH IpoCcTo
cupnen, 6e3HafgeKHO OIYCTUB T'OJIOBY.

"IIpuIio BpeMsl pacIpaBUTHCS C JIIOOBMU B TOM IIpekHeM MecTe. [I0CKOJIbKY BCe MPENATCTBUS 30ECh
Telepb UCYe3nn".

Korga 9tep3ase mopoIia K 0XOTHUKY-3aKJIMHATETI0, €M M0Ka3aJioCh, YTO 1M03aX Hee Hadaslach
cyMaroxa.

TaMm Ovlyta agckasi ToHYast, KoTopasi ObIcTpo 6exkasa, CJIOBHO 3a He THaJics 00T CMepTH.

Iaxke 0XOTHUK-3aKJIMHATEIb TIOHS TOJIOBY U IIOTIBITAJICS B3TISHYTh.

"4r10 970 3a wym?"

dTepaalie He yaep:Kaaach U TOXe IepeBesia B3TIs.

W 0XOTHUK-3aKJIMHATENb, ¥ JTep3asuie OblIM OIIapallleHbl TeM, YTO MMPOUCXONMIIO HA WX Tila3aX.
Wnunr, UuHrT...

Ten, Ter...

OHu yBUOENH, KaK ajCKue IICH B y2Kace OPOCUINCH BO BCE CTOPOHEL. JTO ObIJI0 HEBOOOPA3UMO - COTHU
a[CKUX TOHYMX OTCTYIaJId TaKUM 00pa3oMm.

dTep3ajie HaMopIuia J100.
"BepHUCE... BEDHUTECK...!"

OHa roBopuia HU3KHUM I'0JIOCOM, HO B HEM CJIBIIIAN0Ch oT4assHre. OHa TakXke Oblyla 03afayeHa
IIPUYUHOU. YTO MOTJIO TaK HalyraTh afiCKUX TOHYUX?



OXOTHMK-3aK/JIMHATEJIb TOXe OBII 03a7ia4eH 1 OyMaJl, He OOCTHUIJIX JIK APYIrvue OXOTHHUKHU Iopoda 1 He
IIPHUIIINA JIK OHU K KpaCHBIM BOPOTaM.

YTO 3aCTaBUIO ITUX aACKUX IICOB B YXKace 0exaThb?

C opyrou CTOPOHEL, Cpefy Xaoca, KOTOPHIM IIPUBJIEK BHUMaHNEe 0XOTHUKA-3aK/IMHATENII U JTep3alie,
IIOSIBUJICS YeJIOBe4eCKUu CUTyT. OTTy[a MOSIBUJICS YeJI0BEUYEeCKUH CUILY3T, KOTOPHIY, Ka3asocCh,
TAIIXT 3a PyKy 0eCIIOMOIIHYIO afiCKyl0 roHYYi0. CJIOBHO 0TBedasl Ha UX HelOyMeHUe 110 II0BOAY
IIPUYUHEL CTPaxa afiCKUX FOHYUX.

"LIok, Temeps oHU yberaioT".

9tuM yenoBekoM ObiT Kum Yxu V. OH IIeIKHYN S3HIKOM, CETYSI Ha TO, YTO PEalbHOCTh OKa3asiach He
TaKOW, KaK OH oxupasn. OH nosiBuscs B 6esnoi pyOallke, CTaBIled KpacHON OT KPOBU afCKUX IICOB.
OH Mor 65l OBITH TTIOX0XK Ha TOT'0, KTO YOUJI COTHU afiCKUX IICOB, OCHOBHIBAsICh Ha KpoBU. Ho Ha camoM

memne Yxu Y Y6I/IJ'I BCET0 JINIIb HECKOJIBKO aJJCKHUX 'OHYHKX Ha CBOEM ITIYTH.

VimeHHO TO, Kak Yxku YV yOuBan agCKuX TOHYUX, 3aCTaBUI0 KPOBb 3a0phI3raTh BCIO €TI0 OfeXkay. Ero
JKECTOKHUM TTOCTYIIOK - Pa30pBaTh afiCKy0 TOHYYIO Ha YaCTHU T'OJILIMUA PYKaMHU - MOT ObITh IPUUYMHOM,
KOTOpas Halyraja 3Bepen.

OXOTHHK-3aKJIMHATEJb He TOHKMaJI, II0YeMy IIPOCTOH YeJI0BeK MOXKET 0eCIeYHO HaXOOUThCS TaM.
Bno6GaBok KO BCEMY, OH JiepKall B PyKe afiCKyi0 TOHYYIO.

'KT0 OH? 9TO KPOBB 110 BCEMY €T0 TEIy?

Ha camoM pene, OXOTHUK 3a 3aK/JIMHATENSIMU HEe MOT IMOYYBCTBOBATH HUKAKOH MaHH OT Ixu By, KakK
1 0OBIYHOTO ofestHHSI. ITO 3aCTABUJIO €T0 C CaMOro Hadaa YCOMHHUTBCA B TOM, 4TO Yxu Y - OXOTHUK.

Ixu By, ornspmeB OKPECTHOCTHU CJieBa U ClIpaBa. MTHOBEHHO YHUYTOXKUJ TOJIOBY afCKOU TOHYEeN
CBOEU PYKOM.

Kpukxk, Byccx...

Ha camowm pene [Ixu By xoTen yOUTh BCceX afCKUX TOHUUX Ha MecTe. OgHAKO IIJIaH 0Ka3acs
Oecrione3HHIM, TaK Kak afiCKue roOHYue pa3bexkanuch BO BCE CTOPOHHL.

Kak 651 Hu 6611 OBICTD Y2KM YV, OH He MOT TTOWMaTh X BCex cpa3y. Ecnu OBl OH IpecienoBa 3Bepei
OJHOTO 3a OPYTUM, 3TO 3aHS/10 OBl MHOTO BPEMEHH.

[ToaToMy Yku Y OoTKasazics OT UOer UCTPeOUTh afiCKUX TOHYUX U COCPEOTOUMIICS Ha CYIIECTBE,
KOTOpPO€e MOTJIO CTaTh KJIF0YOM K 3aKpHITHI0 KpacHbIX Bpar.

"Kaxk THI cMeellb, 4yeloBek!"
STep3ane OB B SPOCTH, VBUAEB, UTO afCKKe TOHUYME YOUTHI.
Yku V ycnbllian 3TH Cl0Ba M 00paTHII CBOe BHUMaHKe Ha HCTOYHHUK I0JIoca.

STep3ase BEIYCTHIA CBOI0 MaHy [TpucyTcTBus, 4TOOB I0Ka3aTh [Ixku By pasHuiy Mexmy ux
CUJIaMH.



Yxu YV He OBIT 00€CIIOKOEH MON00OHEIM. HeBaxkKHO, CKOJIBKO MAaHH OBIJIO ¥ OPYTHX, IIepe] HUM OHa
Onl1a 6ecronesHa.

"Youts Te0s Tak xKe MPOCTO, KakK JaBUTh MypaBheB, YEJIOBEK".

STep3anb noponuia K [IKu Y, cokpaljas paccTosHue. X0Ts OHa U X0TeJla yOUTh ero, oHa He X0Tenla
TOPOIIUTHCS.

Kaxpriit mar 9Tep3are OblT JOCTAaTOYHO CUJIeH, YTOOH OCTAaBUTH Clie[ Ha 3eMJie. Ecnu Obl 0OBIUYHBIE
JIIOOY TPUOTU3UINCE K TaKOW CHJe, TO ObIIM OBl COMTHI C HOT.

Ixu-By, KOTOPHIN BHUOET BCE 3TO, IPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha DTep3ajie CBOUM JIeISTHBIM XOJIOIHBIM
B3TJISIIOM C ECTECTBEHHBIM CIIOKOMHBIM BEIpAXKEeHUEM JIUIIA.

Tex...

Hu ¢ Toro Hu c cero, OTep3aie pe3K0 0OCTaHOBUIIA CBOU LIar. B ee rjia3ax MeJbKHYJ CcTpax. depes
MTHOBEHME OHa CBHPEMNO IIOCMOTpena Ha [Ixu Y.

'Y Hero HeT HU KaIlJIM MaHEl, ¥ OH TOXKeE II0JIOH OTBEpCTU. M BCe XKe MOU MHCTUHKT CUTHAJIU3UPYET
MHe 00 omacHoCTH!

"KTO TbI?"

k¥ YV HaKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY B OTBET Ha CTPaHHHIM Bompoc. Ho Takxke Hatten ero 3a6aBHeIM. [[0 CUX TTOP
OH HUKOTTIa He [[yMaJl O CBOeM CYyIleCTBOBaHMU KaK O 4YEM-TO PYTOM, KpoMe deJIoBeKa.

A TyT KTO-TO CIIPOCUJI €70, KTO OH?

Yxku Y ToHKO yneioHyncs. "Hy... IIpocTo 4emoBek?" OTBETUI OH, ITOXUMas IJIeYaMHu.

“Tor...!"

OTep3aiie He MOIJia B 9TO IIOBEPUTh. Kak 0Ha, IyX MeCTH, MOrJjla [0 CMEPTU UCIyraThCS YeoBeKa.
OHa ocraHoBMIa cBoe [IpucyTcTBUe MaHH U UCII0NIb30Bana MaHy, 4TOOb HalpaBUTh BCIO CBOIO CHUITY.
YepHBIM IBIM ITOKPHIT BCE TEIIO DTep3alle.

Xaaaa!

TIpOpHIYaia ITep3asie, 3aCTaBUB OKPYKakIlee MPOCTPAHCTBO COAPOTHYTHCS. 3aTEM OHA yaapuia
KYJIAaKOM JIEBOH PYKH II0 3eMJIE.

Harym...
“TemHoe nipocTpancTso!”

TeHu BCITBIIH ¥ PACIIPOCTPAHUIUCEH OT HOT JTep3ane. OHU IPOCTUPAIUCH JaleKo, JOCTUrast [IxKu-
By criepenu u 0XOTHUMKA-3aKIMHATEIS C3a/IH.

XoogHas OpoXb IMPOLIa 10 TO03BOHOYHUKY OXOTHUKOB-3aKJIMHATE e, KOTOPhle HAaXOOUJIUCh B 30HE
NeUCTBUS TeHel. M3-3a TeMHOT0 IIPOCTPaHCTBa OH IIOTePSAJI BCe CBOU IATh YyBCTB. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ



ce0s1 HeCYaCTHBIM U OTYaSBIIMMCS. B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, BCKOPE OH IIOTEPsAJI CO3HaHHE.

OTep3aie yXMBUIbHYIACh. OTO OB ee KO3bIpb. O61acTh, KOTOPas MOIJIa IIOJTHOCTLIO OCTIETIUTD €€
Bpara. OH CTaHOBUJICS JIETKOU MUIIEHBIO 71T ee yOUICTBa.

"fl moNnoOXy KOHel TBOel Maruu".
"HeBo3mMoxkHO!"

T'omoc [Ixxu By u ero npekpacHoe COCTOSIHUE II0Pa3uiiu JTep3als.
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