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B sTor MoMeHT UxkeH ITo yyBcTBOBas cebs KpaiiHe pacTepsHHBIM. HeoxumanHble cioBa bupoma
YyTh JIX He BEIOWJIM 3eMJII0 U3-II0Jl HOT TOJILKO YTO IIPOCHYBIIET0CS IapeHbKa.

«4 ymep? I[lo nuiy cTapuka He II0X0XKe, YTO OH IIyTUT... HO Kak 1 MOT yMepeTh U He 3aMeTUTh
3T0ro? YT0 UMEHHO NMPOU3OIIJIO BO BpeMd 3TOro nepemeinenusd? Y nouemy Mnerra BHITIAOUT TaKOU
HaIllyraHHOu?..»

B ogHO MrHOBEHME CO3HAHKE MOJIOAOr0 YeI0BeKa 3aIll0JIOHUI0 MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, Ha KOTOPHIE
TOT B JaHHBIM MUT HUKAK He MOT Ha'TH OTBETA.

To, 4TO OH IOSBUJICSA OTHEIbHO OT HUX Ka3alioCh CTPAaHHEBEIM, TaK XK€ UX 00eCIIOKOEeHHEIE BBEIPAZKEHU A
JIUI] TOBOPHUIJIKA O YEM-TO emé, 4YTO OH MOT YIIYCTHUTEL U3 BULY.

- [ToueMy BEI Tak pemunu? - crpocun Yxes [1o, xKenas nockopee HauTu OTBeThl. CMePTh 3TO He Ta
Belllb, C KOTOPOU CTOMJIO LIyTHUTE.

YcneimaB ero Bompoc, MineTTa B3OporHy/a, CIIOBHO MCIyTaNach, a BUpOM XMBIKHYIT U 3aTOBOPHIT:

- Kak TH gymaels, KaK [laBHO MbI CIofia IPUOBUIN? - OTBETHBIM BOIIPOC CTapHKa 3aCTaBUJI TapHS
TIOOYMaTh, YTO CTPAHHOCTH 3TOT0 ITepeMellleHre He 3aKaHYUBAIOCh TOIBKO TEM, YTO UX Pa3fesTuiIu.

- [Taxke TpeCTaBUTh He MOXKelb? A 5T BOT Tebe CKaxXy — [Ba Yaca Ha3af. [[Ba Yyaca Ha3af MHI C
WneTToit npubbIIM Ha MeCTO Ha3HaueHus, HO TeOs C HaMu He ObIJI0, ThHI TOSIBUJICS TOJBKO Celdac.
Cropocuuib OTKyHa 5 3Hat u 3T0? Hy... Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC JIy4llle OTBETUTH YXKe ell.

«JIBa 4aca... X0Td pa3HUIa ¥ He CIIUIIKOM BejIuKa, KTO 3HaeT, YTO MOTJIO IPOU30UTHU 3a 3TO BPEMS...
M Ha 4TO 3TOT CTApPUK eIl€ HaMeKaeT?»

Kaxk OvI 06 aTOM He myman Yxen I1o, HO BCETo yCNBIIIAHHOTO SIBHO HE XBATAJIO, YTOOHI C TAKOH
YBEPEHHOCThIO TOBOPUTD 0 €r0 cMepPTH. C BRIKHMIAIOUINM B3TTISIIOM ITapeHb IIePeMeCTHII CBOE
BHUMaHWe Ha UeTTy. BuguMo B €€ CIeqyIoux CI0BaX U CKPHIBAlach BCSI CYTh MTPOU3OIIEIIIETO.

IeByllka ceiiyac CUJIbHO He TTOXOAXIIa Ha ce0s mpexkHio. OHa BHIT/ISAAEeNa 3aKaTol U HallyTaHHOH,
CJIOBHO Tepexkua 00JIbIIoe MPOXCIIECTBUE.

«MoOXeT ¥ C Hell YTO-TO CIIYUYUJIOCh?» - 3amo3fano noayman YxeH Ilo.

Cpasy nocre ero MeIC/Iel OHa HaKOHeI] peluiach 3aroBOpUTh. Cli0Ba BEIXOAUIIN HEYBEPEHHO, OYOTO
el OBIJIO CJI0KHO MX IIPOU3HOCUTD:



- CBsi3b...ITpepBaach...

- Kakas eli€ cBsi3b? - HEIIOHMMAIOIIEe CIIPOCHJI ITapEHb.

- CBSI3b... MaCTepa U CIIyTHu... TO, 4TO COeONHAET Hallli OYyIIIH... Ona ucuesna... A HCIIyTajiachk...

IOHo111a BCé eIllé He MOT OO0 KOHIIA IIOHSATL CMBICH €€ cJioB. OH He TakK OJaBHO IIOAIINCAJ 3TOT
KOHTPAKT, a TIOTOMY elll€ He yCIIeJI IIOJIHOCThIO TPUBLIKHYTEL KO BCeM ero acmektaM. Ho B oTiuyue oT
camoro Ilo, MneTTa y»Ke MHOXKECTBO JIET XKWJIa B CTaTyCe CIyTH, a IOTOMY CMOTJIa Cpa3y 3aMeTUTh
curHan 6enwl. TOT caMbIli CUTHAJ, KOTOPBIM [IEeBYIIKa Y2Ke OOHaXKObl UCIIbITaIa B MUT, KOTa
obopBanach xkKu3Hb Benukoro Mara Mapkyca.

- [lopackuHb HaKOHEI] MO3raMy, IyPeHb, - BMelnancd bupoy, - [1o KakuM npuyrHaMm MOXKeT
VCUYE3HYTh CBSI3b MEXKAY MacTepoM U ciayrou? [laxe THl fOJIXKEH [0rafaThCs, YTO €CJIU ThI
CaMOJINYHO ero He pa3phlBajl, 0CTaeTCs JIUIIb OOUH BapUaHT.

- CMepTh IIEPBOT0 UJIK BTOPOTO... - HAKOHEI] IToHAI YxkeH I]o.

- ImeHnHoO! - 06panoBacst CTONIb CKOPOY orafike CTapuk, - A pa3 B TOT MOMeHT MrneTTa cTosina co
MHOM, TYT axe OyMaTh He Haflo, KTO XKe U3 Bac TOTHa yMep.

IIJ1s1 MeBYIUKY TOT MUT CTaJl HACTOSIIUM yaapoM. OHaA OIIyTHIa, KaK 4acTh €€ CePAIa MOmpoCTy
ucuyesna. Mnerra 6osbilie He MOTJIa TOYYBCTBOBAThH CBOET'O IPATrOIIEHHOT'0 MacTepa, KOTOPOTro
nomxHa Oblia o6eperars.

I[Tyckaii TOHaYaly OHa ¥ COTJIaCUIach Ha 9TH CKOpPee «[IeJI0OBhkie» OTHOIIEHUS, HO caMa XKe He
cobupasnach MEHSITh CBOETO X03sMHa, 0TUET0 0CO3HAHUE €0 IIOTEPH CTAll0 CUTBHBIM IIIOKOM IJIS e€
pasymMa.

Bcé aTu oBa yaca oHa, Kak ¥ Bupom, He MOTTIM HauTH cebe MecTa, TePSSCh B PA3HBIX IOragKax.
OpgHUM U3 XyAIIMX U CaMBIX Ha TOT MOMEHT JIOTUYHBLIX BapHaHTOB OBII0 TO, YTO YkeH ITo mpocTo
OCTAaJICS TI0 Ty CTOPOHY OBEPHU U €T0 CMEJIO CpakeHue [BYX YyJOBUIIHEIX TBAPEH.

HnetTe 61510 60JIBHO BEPUTD, YTO IMOMOOHAs OIuOKa MOTJIa CTOUTh KU3HU €€ MacTepa. OHa KopHuia
ce0s 3a CBOE XallaTHOE MTOBeJeHNe U HEBHUMATEIbHOCTh. KTO 3HaeT, Kyna OBl MOTJIA 3aBECTU €€
MBICJIH, ecJi¥ OBl 9Ta AparolleHHasi CBSI3b BHE3AIIHO HE BOCCTAHOBUIIACK.

C BO3BpallleHUEM 3TOU COoefUHSAIIEN uX HUTU YkeH [Io cTas oLlymaTs YacTh YyBCTB, YTO [IepeXkuila
ero Ciyra 3a 3To KOpOTKOe BpeMs. K yauBIeHUI0 TapHs, OeByIIKa-apaxHufi OTHOCUIACh K HEMY
ropasgo ayu4ie, 4ueM oH cuuTaj. CTpax u 0eCIIOKOMCTBO, YTO OHA MCIIBITANIa OTYETIMBO OTKIMKAIUCh
B €ro cepaue.

Brnarogaps 3Tou HeOONroU nepefadyy IMOLKY I0HOIIA CTal JIydllle IOHUMAaTh €€ BHYTPEHHUYN MUD.



Bups, 4To OHa BCE ellé He MOXKET MPUUTH B ce0st, MOIOIOM YeJIOBEK IOJIOKUI PYKY e Ha IIJIedo U
HeoXxupmaHHo 00Hs. [TogoOHOE B IETCTBE YaCTO fiefiajia ero CecTpa, Korma eMy OblIo TPYCTHO.

I'ma3a notepssHHOM MeTTH Ha MUT IIUPOKO PACKPHIIACE, KOTTa OHa II0YyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak KpylnHoe
Tes10 [10 COMKHYIO €€ B 00BATHIX. OTOT0 JIETKO JeUCTBUS XBATUIIO, YTOOBl pa3yM OEBYLIKU
OYHUCTHUJICS, a CaMa OHa BEPHYJIaCh K HOPME.

- KxM, KXM... - TOCTOSB TakK eIlleé HEMHOTO ¥ HaCJIaAuBIIUCh STUM YYBCTBOM, OHa HECKOJIEKO pa3
HEJIOBKO KallllIAHYJI4, IIOKA3bIBasi, 9YTO €€ MOXKHO HAKOHEII-TO OTIIYCTHUTh.

3aMeTHUB €€ CMyIeHue, MOJIONOM YeJIOBEK Pa30MKHYJ PYKH U CHejlas mar Hasan. YyTe-4yTh
TIOMSIBIIIUCH OHA 3aTOBOPHUIIA:

- 4 KuB, BCE B OPAQKE, He CTOUT 00 3TOM 0OJIbIlle IePeKUBATh, - ET0 YBEPEHHBIN I'0JIOC 3aMETHO
yCIIOKauBaJs IOTEPSBUIYIO XJIagHoKpoBue WneTty. [leBylika OEICTPO Bo3Bpallanach K CBOEMY
IPUBLIYHOMY, BEICOKOMEPHOMY U HE3aUHTEPECOBaHHOMY BUAY.

B mur, Korfja c HEKOTOPHIMHU BelllaMU y2Ke, Ka3asiock, Ob110 TOKOHYeHO, YkeH 1o o6paTui BHUMaHNUE
Ha cucteMy. Tam cusijo coobiieHre 00 MPOMyIIeHHOM YBETOMIEHUN.

«41 yKe MaBHO He MONTy4asl HUKAKUX COOOIIEHUM OT CUCTEMEL...» - IOAYMall OH, IPOBEPSIs
comepKaHKe 3TOT0 MIOCITaHUS.

«BEI ymepnu...»

Kak okasanoch 3T0 CTpaHHOE [IPOUCLIECTBYE He n30exkajlo BHUMaHug cucTeMbl. OHa He IOJIeHUTIach
coobumTh YxkeH I1o 0 ero cMepTu. BO3MOXKHO B MHOM CUTYyallMy TapeHb Obl MOMPOCTY GBIPKHY Ha
TaKOe BO3MYTUTEJIbHOE YBEIOMIIEHNE, €CIU OBl OHO He BKJII0YAJIO 3aHSATHOE IIPOLOJIXKEHHE. ..

«M3-3a BMeIaTenbCTBa HEU3BECTHOTO CyIlIeCTBa, HaXOOAIIerocsa 3a rpaHbIO TTOJTHOMOYUY CUCTEMBI
BaIlle CymeCTBOBAHKE OKA3adJIOCh CTépTO...»

Emé 6oree Bo3aMyTUTEIbHOE CO0OIIeHNE. KTO-TO TPOCTO CTEP ero u3 3Toro Mupa. Ho u aTo 65110 eme
He BCE.

«BEI BOCKpecnd...»

«M3-3a BMeIaTenbCTBa HEU3BECTHOTO CyIlIeCTBa, HaXOoOdIIlero 3a I'rnaHblo MIOJTHOMOYHUY CHUCTEMEI
Ha4HuCJIeHne COOTBETCTBYIOIINX I.LITpa(bOB OTMEHEHO...»

- 9T0 4TO, KaKas-To omnbka? - He BeiAepkas, mpousHéec YxkeH 1o, - 4 yTo HaTKHYINCA Ha 6ar?



[TapeHb O CUX IIOP HETOHOBAJI, YTO Xe C HUM IIPOU30III0. B MUT, KOrfia OH COOMPAICS MOAENUTLCS C
BupomoM u MneTToi comepkaHUEM 3TUX COOOIIEHNH, TOSBUIIOCH 3TO...

«BuuManue omuobKa... 3ahUKCHPOBAHO IIOCTOPOHHEE IPOHUKHOBEHNE B CUCTEMY...»

«41 He omuOKa, MOJIOOM YEIOBEK, a IMTOTHOCThI0O CAMOCTOSITeNIbHAS JIMYHOCTD.»

Cucrema ¢ HUM 3aroBopHIa... [Ipy 4EM He KOCBEHHO, & TOYHO HANPSIMYI0.

«Omumoka... [TocTopoHHEe TPOHUKHOBEHHUE... OmuoKa...»

Tak ke B JaHHBI MOMEHT IIepen ero ria3aMu MUIrajio IeJIbIX IBa CUCTEMHEBIX OKHa.

«Ho, KaK BB MOXKeTe IorafaThCsl, MOM IIOCIIEIIHEIE NeUCTBUS IIPUBEJIH K Balllel CKOPOIIOCTUKHOMN
cMepTH. f IPUHOIITY CBOM M3BUHEHHUS.»

«OH U3BUHSETCS 3a TO, UTO YOUI MeHd, Kak mMuno... Het... Huxpena He muno! Kakoro gepra?»

«$1 MOHUMAIO Ballli BHYTPEHHNE HETOIOBAHNE U THEB, HO He MepeKuBanTe, 5 M03ab0TUICS O TOM,
4yTOOBI 9TO AOCAIHOE Heflopa3yMeHNe He 0Ka3aJio Ha BaC HUKAKOTO BIUSHUS. »

«Kak mo6e3H0 ¢ Balllel CTOPOHHL... [la HU YepTa, moYyeMy s BooO1Ie KOHbKU OTOPOCUI?!»

«$1 TOJTHOCTHIO TIOHUMAI0 Ballly 3JI0CTh U 00KAY. ITO OblJIa MOS OIJIOIIHOCTh, HO He OECIIOKOMTECH, S
TIOJIHOCTBIO BO3MEIIY BeCh MOpasibHBIN Bpef. HaBepHsiKa Bac Takxke BOJHYEeT MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB
HACYET 3TOro meina. K coxkanmeHutio, BpeMs, 0OTBeIEHHOE Ha IoAo0HyI0 6ecely HEBEIUKO, HO MOTY
3aBEPUTH, YTO OTBEUY Ha BCE, YTO BAC MHTEPECYET IIPH Halllel BCTpeuu. [IpurnanieHue mpuiiio
3apanee. [Toxanyicra, He yMpPUTE K 9TOMY MOMEHTY, UHa4Ye OyaeT HEMHOTO ITPO0IeMaTUYHO
OTHICKATh Balll CJIe[] B HUXKHEM MUpPe I0cjie BcTpeuu co CMepThio, XKejlal0 BCEro Hauayullero, Ball
3eT.»

- Y10 9TO TONMBKO 4TO OBINIO?.. - MpoGopMoTan HegoyMeBawomuit Yxen I1o.

3a OOuH [IeHb C HUM IIPOXU30MIJIO CIIMITKOM MHOT'O CTPAHHBIX BeIlel U BCeX UX IIapeHb MOT' CBA34dTh
JIMIIL C OMHKUM BOCIIOMHHAHHEM B CBOel rojyose. Co CTPAHHBIMHU I'JIa3daMH, YTO IIPUCTAJIBHO
Ha6mo;1am/1 3d HUM HEHU3BECTHO T'Ie.

Bcé emé Haxopsichk O[T BIIeYaTIeHHEeM, MOJIOJOM YeJloBeK IIepecKa3all BCE, YTO BUIIEN, OT
HEW3BECTHOT'O CYIIECTBA B MTyCTOTE, IO COOBIIEHUIN CHCTEMEL.

HeaxHo KT0, Oy To Bupom unu MneTTa, Kaxk[bli CIyIIaa C IIXPOKO OTKPBITHIMY T'JIa3aMH, C



TPYHOM BePS B yCIbIIaHHOE. Byab Ha MecTe I1o KTO-TO APYTOH, ero Obl TYT Ke IPUHSIIHU 3a
CyMaclIefIero.

Crapuk ToxKe Tak CUMTall II0Hadaly, a II0TOMy BHUMATeJIbHO OCMaTpPUBaJl ¥ PacCIpalliBall CBOETO
ydeHuKa. Ho K ero ynumneHuto, Bc€ B YxeH [10 rOBOPUIIO O TOM, YTO IOHOIIA BCE €IlE€ COXPaHSeT
CBOM PACCYMOK, la ¥ He MOT OH TaK HEOXKUJAHHO €ro IOTePATh.

- Kopoue, ecnu 06001IKTh, Thl TOBOPHUIIL, YTO KaKasi-TO HeBegoMas cuia Tebs yOua, 3aTeM
BOCKpecCHa, ¥ Iofl KOHeI[ IIPUTiacuiia Ha BcTpedy? Tak 4To IU? - C TPYIOM Bepsi B 3Ty UCTOPHUIO,
npousHec bupom.

- Ecnu KopoTKo, TO fia, - CAMOMY TTapHI0 OBIIO CJI0XKHO IIOBEPUTH B IIOJOOHOE.

- ,HYMaI-O, He CTPAHHO IIPEAIIONI0XKNUTL, YTO B CTPAHHOM MHPE MOXKET OBITH YTO-TO emé Ooree
CTPAHHOE... - BEICKa3aJlaCh HUnerrta.

- [Toxoxe Ha TO... - TXKeJO0 B3HoxHYN bupoM, - Y kaxetcs, y Tebs HeT BrIOOpa.

- Kakoro BeiGopa? - HermoHuMartole crpocuin Yxes Ilo.

- Korga npuméT 9T0 Tak Ha3klBaEMOE «IIPUTJIallleHue», He JyMalo, YTO Thl CMOXKEIh 0TKa3aTh TOMY,
KTO MOXeT Te0s clly4aliHO YOUTh ¥ TaK¥Ke IIPOCTO BOCKPECHUTD.

- HYMaeH.IL, OH He IIPUHKNMAET oTkasmu? Ilo Pa3roBOpy 3TO CYHIECTBO BRIITIANEIIO BOCIIUTAHHBIM...

- [Ieno He B BOCIIUTAHWHU! - BOCKJIMKHYJI IOPAXKEHHBIN CTAPUK, - ITO CYIIECTBO KaK MUHUMYM PaBHO
Bory! A Twl Bufien, Korga KTo-HuOyab 0TKa3kiBan boram? 4 BOT TOUYHO He Bupen!

- Co mHOU roBopun bor?..

- Tonpko gomio? 2Kenarw ygauu, HafeloCh TH €T0 He pa30IIKCh IIPU BCTpeUe, TYT JaXKe MHI C Held
Tebe He TOMOLTHUKY. ..
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