— Jrta cyuka, ArHec 3UMHSs, TaK HUYETO U He CHejaa OJisg YeJ0BeYecTBa. BCio paboTy BHITOTHUI
rocomguH ['epoii, KakK ¥ 0KUIANOCh.

9Ty dpa3sy, CompoBoxKaaeMyio cMexoM, Kupuas JIeOHXapT yCIILIIIAT B II€PEI0THEHHOM
3aBcergatasiMu Kabake. Ero masbIel HEIIPOU3BOJIBHO CXKAJIUCh Ha PY4YKe KPYXKKHU C 371eM, HOPOBS €€
HEHApPOKOM Pa3[IaBUTh, HO OH BOBPEMsI CHepPXKaJCs.

— Her, a yero To oxkupan? OHa camMa XK MOJIYAEMOH, — MPOMAOJIXKaI MeXAy TeEM OOUH U3 MbSIHYYT,
IIPUKJIAABIBAsICh K KPyKKe. Ero BepxHioo Iy0y IOKphIBaja IeHa, CO3[laBasi CBOET0 pPofia ITeHHBIE YCHI.
— 3a4yeM e UATHU IIPOTUB CBOUX?

— IlpaBpa-npasga. Ho 3aTo y Hac ects rocrioguH I'epoii! brnarogapsi eMy Mbl MOXK€eM BBILOXHYTh
CIIOKOMHO!

— T'oBOpSAT, roJ10Ba KOPOJId OEMOHOB Celyac KpacyeTcs B IIOKOIX KOpod?

— Jla. 3aBTpa €€ HAIMUIAT Ha CTOJIO ¥ BLICTABSAT Ha TOPTOBOM IIJIOIAAKM BCEMY Y€CTHOMY Hapoay Ha
panocCTs.

— Taxk BHIILEM K€ 3a rocrofnHa ['eposi, cpa3uBIIEro KOPOJIst AEMOHOB! — BBHINIKMBOXA, TAK U HE CTEPEB
TIeHHbIE YCHI C TYObI, TOJHSI CBOIO OIIOJIOBUHEHHYIO KPYXKKY C IIMBOM.

C PagOCTHBEIMM BEIKDHUKAMHN MYXKYHWHEI IIPUHAIUCE IINTH, BBIlaBadA TOCTEI B YECThH Fepoa.

KI/IpI/IaH 6p€31"J’II/IBO IIOMOPIIUJTICA U IIOIIBITAJICSA a6CTpaFI/IpOBaTbC${ OT 3THX HeBeX], HE BUOAIINX
HUYEro gaablile cBOero Hoca. OH XOTEeN BHIIUTD MOCTIE TAKEIOU OWTBH U OTOOXHYTH, HO B UTOT'€
OOJIZKEH BBEICIIYIIUBATH BCIO 3Ty MEP30CTE.

He mpomimo u mHS ¢ OKOHYaHUsI OUTBH Ha KannHOBOM mycTomu, Kak Oiarue BecTd, OyATO Ha
KPBUIBSIX, Pa3/ieTeNruCh cpenu monei. [laxke ragaTh He HYKHO, YTOOH JOTalaThCS, YbUX PYK MEJO.

BnuB B ce0st ocTaTKX CIIagKOro 3715, KupruaH MOGHSICS CO CBOET0 MEeCTa.

«Jlydlie KymuTh BEITUBKY C COO0M U IIPOOJIXKUTE B KOMHATE, YeM 3[IeCh», — C TAKUMHU MBICIISIMHU OH,
yOpaB pyKM B KapMaHHI I1J1allla, HallpaBUICSA K BHIXOMY.

Kapn III. 9TOoT KOpPONEK, 3Ta CBONIOYL C 3alIBIBIIEH OT XKHKpa IIeel, [0 CUX II0op ocTajcs y KupruaHa B
IIaMsTU THOSIIMMCST HapeIBOM. IlacKyqa, TUIMKMBINAs BCETo ero OnarogetenbHully, Ariec 3uMHiow0. U
cemiuac, korga Kupuan mobenun Koposst ;eMoHO0B, Kapi u mambine MpoaoJiXKUT HapallluBaTh CBOM
aBTOPUTET 3a CYET ['eposi, pacmyckKas CIyxu U MyTs BOLy Cpefu apucTtokpaTtuu. Ho emy OBI0
nyieBaTh. MUCCHS BBIIIOTHEHA, MOKHO YUTH B OTCTaBKY ¥ HaKOHEI[-TO ITpoBefaTh ATHec.

«Kax oHa Tam ceiiuac? — Ero ry0Owl TpoHyNla MedTaTeNlbHas yiael0ka. — OTChIIaeTcs THEM IOCTe
CBOET0 0UepPEeqHOr0 UCCIIeN0BaHus, 3aHIBIIET0 HECKOIBKO AHeH 06e3 IPOALIXy ?»

B gBepsix KupuaHa eqBa He cOWMI TOIIUY KaK XKephab YemoBeK. KamoioH, Haxy100yYeHHbIH 110 CaMble
TJ1a3a, YyTh He OTKUHYJICA Ha3a[l, SIBUB BceMy KabaKy 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH. UeNloBeK, faxe He
M3BUHUBIIKCH, 000THYT KupraHa 1 BOpBaJiCs B IOMEIEHHUE.

— CpouHble HOBOCTHU! — 3aBOMUJ OH. — ArHec 3UMHSS HaKOHEI-TO CTUHYa!
— Kakwue npekpacHbie HOBOCTH!

— Hy-ka no nopsaaxy naBau! Kak oHa usgoxna? Hagerwocs, B My4yeHUAX?



— Jla moropuTe... [laifiTe oTORIIIATLECSA!..  HECCS OT CBOEH IaBKu!..

Horu KupraHa mOgKOCUIMCh. YXBATUBIIUCH 32 ABEPHOM KOCSK, OH IIOBUC Ha HEM, Iep:Kach OOHOMN
pykou. Kupuan Hafesics, 4YTo CIyX IMOOBEN ero.

JIromu OBITH TONTBKO 3a MOYecaTh S3bIKaMu, T03TOMY, HETEPIIEINBO OTUPAsT PYKY, OHU YCATUIH
3aIbIXaBIIET0Cs YeJI0BeKa Ha CBOOOTHEIN CTYJT M OKPYKUIU. KTO-TO MOAIUI eMy B KPYXKKY IHUBa U
IIPOTSHY — CMOYUTH TOPJIO U OCBEXKUTHCS. Kak clielyeT MpUI0XKUBIIKCH K KPYKKE, OH BHITEP POT
PYKaBOM U Haydau:

— Tak BoT. Crunyna Araec 3uMHss1! [IeMOHEI Hallaau Ha OEePeBHIO U YTAIIUIIU €€ K ce0e B JIOTOBO Ha
KopM! CTOJIEKO KPOBU ORIIO!

— A THI He Opellenib? — He TIOBEPUJT KTO-TO U3 CyIlaTeneld. — ATHeC U3BeCTHa CBOeM XKyTKOU
Maruen. Kak oHU C HEH CIIPaBUIUCE?

— Kaxk, kak. OguH U3 [eMOHOB UCII0JIb30BaJl COHHEIY ITOPOIIOK, PACIBUIUB ero B Bo3ayxe. OHa ero
BIOXHYJIa ¥ yCHYyJa!

— C ugero 6l HEMOHAM TacCKaTh C 000 HeuYTO Takoe? [la ¥ 0OTKyna Tkl 3Haels? CaM BUMEN, YTO JIU?
Bpéms, HebocCh.

— Bor Te kpect! He Bpy! — Tomuit yenoBeK OCBATUN ce0st KDECTHEIM 3HaMeHeM. — TeCTh TOPIyeT C
TOU mepeBHel. OTOpaBuiICgd YTPOM K HUM TOPTOBaTh ¥ 3aCTal pa3pyxy. [10JI0BUHY XKUTeNel JepeBHA
KaK KOpOBa A3BIKOM CliM3ajia. A KTO BEIKWIJI, pacCKa3au, 4YTo npou3ourno. Ha HUX Hamanu JeMOHE, a
KOT[ja XKHUTeJIU [103Bau ATHeC, TO el IPUIIIOCh CpaXKaThCs Cpa3y C OByMs NEMOHUYECKUMUI
noppamu. OOMH U3 HUX MOJIb30BAJICS CTPAHHLIMU CHaloObsMHU. JIOpA cliepBa €€ paHusl, a BTOPOH
pacchinan coHHbl nopouok! Pana 6sita riy6okoi! Ctonbko kpoBu! Bpope, et BripBanu cepaie!

KT0-TO CMayHO CITioHy 1 cebe 1of HOTH.
— Kosne1, [oCTOMHBIN 9TOM CYKHU. Tyda el ¥ gopora.

He moBepuB ycnwimmanHoMy, KupuaH BeiOpasics u3 kabaka. 3a0paB u3 KoMHaThl CBSATOM Med ParHap u
00JIaYUBIINCH B IOCTIEXU, OH OTIIPABUIICS 110 XOPOIIO €MY U3BECTHOMY ITYTH K HEOOJIBIIIOMY TOPOOKY
YacTMmoprieH U, He foe3Xkas 10 Hero, CBEPHYJI 110 IPOTOPEHHOM AOPOre K NePEBEHBKE, Y HEE maxKe
Ha3BaHUs He ObUIO. B Hell ¢ JaBHUX MOP KUK OTINENeHIIb, ¥ ArHec OblIa OMHOM M3 MOmO0HBIX
XKUTenen.

[TpummnopuB KOHS y 3HAKOMOI'0 CTaporo JoMa ¢ 06BeTIIanoN KpHIIied, KoTopyo Kupuan 4YumHuI B
CBOU IIPOIUIBIA BU3UT, OH OCMOTPEJICS. Y KPBIJiblia 3aCOXJ/IM IIITHa KPOBU. B BO3[yXe 4yBCTBOBAJIUCH
MeTaIn4eckre HOTKY, ¥ IIPOUMIET elll€ HeMaslo BpeMeHH, NTpeXke YeM 3allaX BEIBETPUTCS.

Kupuas cnbliian, Kak KTo-TO 0eKUT B ero cTopoHy. O0epHYyBIIKCh, OH yBUAeN Muccuc ®epHuBati,
JKeHYy CTapOCTHI IePEBHU. JTa IOXKHUJIas Jequ TOPOIUJIach K HeMy, IepKa I00KH.

— l'ocnogun Kupuas!..

Kupuan oKUHYI €€ B3rIsaoM. B ero romy0bIX riasax mocenaunach mycrora. Muccuc ®epHuBaii
OCTaHOBHUJIACH, olenoMIeHHasa. OORIYHO I0HOIIA CUsJI, TOUHO MaJleHbKOe COJIHIIE, U 30JI0TUCTHIE
BOJIOCHI TOJIBKO 00aBJIsAIM eMy CXOLCTBa C HeOeCHBIM cBeTuIoM. Ceiidac ke OH SIBJIN co0oi
OreHYI0 T€Hb ce0s IPOILIIOTO.



— ArHec MepTBa? ITO nmpaBma? — BCE, YTO OH XOTeN y3HaATh ¥ Muccuc ®apHUBaAII.
OHa 3aMsyach, HO yTauBaTh TO, YTO OH ¥ 0€3 TOTO IOHSJI, He UMEJIO CMEBICTIA.
— Ha. IlpaBaa.

[ToBepnysuuch, Kupran Bomuién B oM. [IoBciony nexana cioMaHHas MeOesb. He XBaTasno ogHoi U3
CTEeH, U TOJIbKO KaKMM-TO YyIOM JIeBOe KPhLJIO He PYXHYJIO IOf COOCTBEHHEIM BECOM.

Borbllle HUYero He rOBOPs, HU 0 YEM He CIipallivBas, KupuaH mpomeén Mumo Muccuc epHuBai.
B3rpomo3guBLINCE Ha JIOIIafb, OH IOKUHYII IePEBHIO.

Heckonbko mHeU mpociaBneHHbH ['epoil, Cpa3uBINUi KOPOJIS IEMOHOB, HE IMTOKKU/IAJT CBOEYM KOMHATEI
B LlepkBu. OH He OTBeYas Ha MPU3LIBEI KOPOJIS U HE SBUJICS Jaxke Ha COOCTBEHHOE HarpaxeHue.
JIuib ero BepHBIM opyxKeHocel [IKecc 3Hall, YTo rocrofuH ['epoii He IMPOCHIXall 9TH OHHU.

Korpga [Ixkecc 3amen B KoMHaTy, Kupuan MacTepun cebe yaBKy U3 BePEBKH, HaMepPeBasiCh
IIOBECUTHCS Ha KPIOKe I JIIOCTPHI.

— [Ia Bo3bMuUTE Ccebs B pyKu! — BeIpEIBasA U3 PyK KupuaHa netsio, Benbuni [Ixkecc. — Jlemu ArHec
OBl Bac oTpyrasa 3a Takoe!

— Eé 6omnbiie HeT. HekoMy MeH$s pyraTh, — MpadHO yCMeXHYIcs KupuaH.
— ITopgymatite o nropsx! Bel Begpb repou!

Kupuan pa3pas3usics 3aJIMBUCTEIM CMeXOM. BOT Tonmbko 060pBasicst OH TO JIX Ha BCXJIUIIE, TO JIU Ha
(dbBIpKaHbe.

— K uépry repoiictBo. { menarn To, 4TO A fejal, He pagu ux npusHanusa. Ho ecou ArHec MepTBa... To
BCE He UMeeT CMEICIIA.

[TocMOTpeB Ha CBOU UCIIENUPEHHEIE MO30JIIMU JIafoHU, KupuaH MOJHSAJICS CO CTyJla U CHSIJI CO CTEHEI
cBoit CBsaAToi Me4 ParHoc. C nsisraHbeM KIMHOK ITOKUHYJT HOXKHEL. 3aTeM HOXKHBI OBIJTM OTOPOIIEHH B
CTOPOHY 3a HeHafloOHOCThIO. [IKecc, TIOHSB, YTO TOT 3afyMaJl, pBaHyl K KupuaHy 1 moneiTancs
BBIpBaTh U3 ero pyk Med. Ho Kyma emy mo cuisl ['eposi? [Ixkeccy He y@anoch COBUHYTh KupuaHa HU
Ha [IUM.

— JI>Kecc, oTcTaHb. [laii MHe 3aKOHUYUTh HauaToe, — B3Mojuica Kupuas.
— Hert! Her, "erT, HeT! [loxkanyicra, He Hafo!

TomyOrie rna3a KupuaHsa, Bcerfa CBETSIIMECS 3aJ0POM ¥ XKU3HEPALOCTHOCThIO, CeMYac 3UsiTH
0e3HaMEKHOCTRIO Ha 0JIeIHO-0eJI0d KoXKe.

KnunaOoK KOCHYIICA IIEeu.

[Ixecc oBuc Ha pyke y Kupuasa, ymonas ero:

— [Ipomy! OpymaiiTecs!

KupuaH roToBuscs 3aKOHYUTEL BCE OGHUM TOYHBIM PYOSIIINM yIapoM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT IIEPKOBHEIE KOJIOKOJIa TPEBO2XKHO 3a3BOHUIIN.



— ‘{epT BO3bMH, OaXe YI;ITI/I CIIOKOMHO He mawT! — B cepAuax BEIPyTraJIiCAa KI/IpI/IaH, OTHHMasA KJIINHOK
OT IIEen.

IXecc c obnerueHreM BEIOOXHY. 3aHEIPHYB KupHuaHy 3a CIIMHY, OH MMOATOJIKHYJI €T0 K OBEPU.
— INoiimémTe! Y3HaeM, 4TO CIyUUIIOCH!

B xopupmopax Oninia Tomdyes. MoHaxu CHOBalIM TyHa-ciofia. KupuaH cxBaTHJI 3a IJIe40 OHOTO U3
MOHAXO0B, OCTaHaB/IMBas €ro.

— YT0 cny4unocs?
— TlosiBunach HOBas 3anuch B CBAIIEHHOM nucaHuu! [JeMOHUYECKHUM TPOH 3aHSJT HOBBIM BllagbiKa!

Ha nmuiio Kupuata HaOexkana TeHb. Ero XMyphlii B3TTIIA TaK ¥ ToBOPuiL: «Emé ogun? 4 TOnbKo
VM3HUUYTOXKUII Ipenbiayiuero!». A Teneps B CBAIIEHHOM [IMCAaHUU BO3HUKIIO HOBOe uMsd. Hu nHA
IIOKOs!

— Ia? M KT1o 3T0? — 3aBonHOBasncy JIxkecc. — KTO U3 meMOHMYECKUX TOPO0B? I'opxoman? ApTaHuc?
Moxet Hunydap?!

— H-Her... — 3aMoTas romoBoi MOHAaX.

— Hy u k10 Xe? — Kupuas yxe Tepss TEpPIEHUE.
3aXXMypHUBIINCh, MOHAX BhI[AJ, KaK Ha OyXy:

— Arnecc!

I>Xecc egBa He YPOHUII Ha IOJT YeNMOCTh. ['onyOrie T71a3a KupraHa BHOBb 3aMrpaiy KpackaMu, B HUX
BHOBB 3allJIeCKajlaCh XKU3Hb, TIPUAS HAa CMeHY 6e3HaEKHOCTH.

— Ta camast Araec? Kotopast 3uMHss1? — JTy4e3apHO yIe0asich, CIpocui I'epoii.

— Ona camas! Oxa3bBaeTcs, OHa MJIaflas cecTpa IpensayIiero Koposus geMoHos! UTo 3a
KaTacTpoda! — MOHax 4yTh JIX He PhIgal.

KupuaH, OTIIyCTHB MOHAaXa M3 XBaTa, 3alllarajl C ME4OM B PyKe 00paTHO K CBoei KoMHaTe. IIpums B
cebst, [IxKecc MOCIeInI 3a HUM.

— T'ocmogus! Kyma BhI?

— Kak kyna? KoHeyHO Xe, Ha [eMOHUYEeCKUAYM KOHTUHEHT. [I0IpUBETCTBYI0 HOBYIO KOPOJIEBY
IEMOHOB JIMYHO, — KaK HU B 4YEM He OvIBasio, 00poHun I'epoii.

CHI/IHy J:[}KGCCH IIOKPEHIJIa XOJIOAHAA UCIIaPHHA. OH KaK HUKTO ITOHUMAJI, 9YTO 3TOT BU3UT HE CYJIUAJL
HHUYero Xxopoiero.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBod, BO3MOXKHO, €I HE TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT mnepeBop
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