Ona OblyTa TakK yBepeHa B CBOEM ITO3UIMY B ero xku3Hu. OHa AyMala, YTO eC/I¥ OH He XOUeT U He
HYXKMIaeTCs B JETSIX, TO ¥ HETO HeT MPUYMH UCKATh U JKEHUTHCS Ha APYTHX XKeHIUHAaX, YTOOH
IIPOU3BECTH Ha CBET HacjaegHHKA. KpoMme TOro, OHa mMpoMCXoauia u3 ceMbu JHAIEC. Ee cembs Oblna
M3BECTHA KaK OfIHA M3 CAMBIX 3HATHBIX U MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX CeMeil BO Bcel MMmepuu, Mo3TOMY HUKTO
maxe He OyMaJl, YTO eCTh 60Jiee MOAXOOsIas KAHAUAATYPa, YeM OHa, Ha POJIb KPOHIIPUHIIECCHI.

OHa He MOrJIa IIOHSATH, Yero He XxBaTajo? YTo MOIIIo He Tak?

BuB1aH HEBOJILHO CcHelajia IIar Ha3afm.

Ecnu mogymaTh, CaMI03/Th HUKOTA HE TOBOPHII €M, UTO eMy He HyXKHa Apyras xkeHiuHa. OHa IPOCTO
IIPEATIONO0XKUIIA 3TO, IIOTOMY YTO OH CKa3ajl ed, YTO eMy He HYXKHO, YTOOLI OT Hee POOuics peOeHoK.
A 4TO, ecnu OH X0TeJl pebeHKa, HO He OT Hee?

BHe3anHo el moKa3anoch, UYTO OHa BCe HEMIPABUIbHO MOHsNA: «HyxKeH nu eMy pebeHOK, POXKIeHHBIN
OT IPYTOi XKEHIITUHBI?»

Yewm Gosnbille oHA gymMana 06 3ToM, TeM 0ojiee pacTepPSTHHOM U BCTPEBOKEHHOM OHAa ceOsT YyBCTBOBAJIA.
OHa Havasa OrJISOLIBATECS II0 CTOPOHAM, IIEITASCh MIPOSICHUTL CUTyaIuio. Ee B3I MeTascs 1o
CTOPOHAM, TI0Ka He OCTAHOBHUJICS Ha YKCTOM roiiy0oM He6e. JIeTKWii U IPUSTHEIM BeTEePOK 00IyBa
ee, ¥ XOTS Ka3aJioCh, YTO 9TO 0OLIYHAS MMOCIe00eneHHas I0ro/a, BCe KaK-TO N3MEHMIIOCh.

Ecnu B ueM BuBuan u Gblsia 9KCIIEPTOM, TakK 3T0 B Camioane. OHa 3Hasa cBoero Myxa. OHa 3Hana,
KaKUM PEIIUTENTbHBIM U HEYMOJIMMBIM OH MOKeT ObiTh. ECiiu OH xoueT HaTabio Uk 4TO-TO ellle, OH
00s13aTeNIbHO 3TO IMOJy4YUT. HUYTO He MOTJI0 OCTAaHOBUTH ero. [JaxKe oHa. Eciii 0H 3ax04eT ellle OOuH
Opak 0 pacueTy, TO OHa HU4YEero He CMOXKeT CHelaTh.

Korga oHa cHOBa ommycTuia B3TJIs[ repen co0oii, To 3aMeTua, YTO OHa He ofiHa. Ee ciyXkaHKu
nmocienoBanu 3a Hed. OHKM CMOTPEJIM Ha Hee C COUYBCTBEHHBIM BhIpaXkeHHeM Julla. Kak u oHa, OHI
TOXKe, OOJIKHO OBITh, CHBIIIANU pa3roBop Mexny Hoem u CaMioaieM.

BuBMaH IPUTOTOBUIIACH YTO-TO CKa3aTh M 00/M3asa ryosl, HO, K COXKAIeHHWIO, CJIOBA HEe BRIXOOUIIH.
ITocre HECKONBKUX MOMBITOK. OHa HAKOHEI-TO CMOTJIA YIRIOHYTHCS U CKa3asla BCeM, YTO UM Iopa
BO3BPAIIATELCS.

C Toro mHS OHa YXKe HUKOr'ola He Oblna Hpe}KHefI.

Ona ITIOYYBCTBOBaJla Pa3049apOBaHre BO BCEM U IIepPeCTalla BHIIILITEIBATE Y MYy2Ka €0 CEKPETHI.

X % x



— Ax... — EBa 3axkMypuia riasa 4 MofgHsiaa cBoe Tenno BBepX. OHa He MOrjia IOHSTh, I0YeMy
YyBCTBOBasa cebsi TaKOM HEPBHOM, KOTIa 2KaJI0BaThCs OBIIO HE Ha YTO.

[Tpexkpe Bcero, BoO BceM fioMe OBIJIO YUCTO, a ee KpoBaTh Oblla MATKOM U yooOHOU. TeM He MeHee, eil
OBLJIO TPYIHO 3aCHYTh. OTO OBIJIO TaK CTPAHHO!

Emre 6osiee cTpaHHBIM OBITIO TO, YTO KaXKAYI0 HOYb OHA MPOCHITanach ¢ maadeM. OHa He TIOMHUT
CBOWX CHOB, HO KaX[IHIH pa3, KOTHa OHa OTKPHIBa/a I'Jla3a, ee OXBaThiBasla HEOObSICHUMAS I'PYCTh, U
CJIe3Bl HEYIEPKUMO JIUTUCE U3 TTIa3.

OHa nOCIeIIHOo MOTSAHY/IaCh 3a HOCOBBIM IIJIATKOM, KOTOPHIU 110 MPUBBIYKE IIOJI0KUIA ¥ KPOBATH.
3aTeM OHa CXBaTHJIa CTaKaH C BOJOW, KOTOPHIY MOCTaBUIa nepen CHOM. OTHHUB I'JTOTOK, OHA
B3[OXHYJIa PO cebsi:

— Ecnu KTO-HI/I6YJIB YBUOUT MEHSA B TAKOM COCTOSAHHMH, OH IIOOYMAET, YTO A COIJIa C YMad.

EBa XMBIKHYJIa 4 IIOTEPJIA JIMI0, YTOOB OTOrHATh 9TH MBICTIH. YeCTHO rOBOPS, OHA BCeTrda 3afiaBajiach
BOIIPOCOM, KaKHe TOfIaBJIeHHEIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS Y Hee eCTh. OHU HOMXKHO OBITh YpE3BHYANHO
0oe3HEeHHE, pa3 JeBYIIKa IMOCTOSHHO MTakana. Ho moce ceMu y1eT 0HA OCTaBHIIA MOMBITKY Y3HATH
6onbire o cBoeM mpoioM. OHa HaCTOIBKO IIPUBLIKJIA K 3TOMY U OTHOCHJIACh K 9TOMY KaK KO BTOPOH
HAType, YTO, YeCTHO TOBOPSI, CUUTANIA, YTO OOJIbIlle VAUBUTCS, €CIIA OJHAXKILI POCHETCS C YIIHIOKOM
Ha nuIe. TeM He MeHee, OHa He MOTJIa 0TKA3aThCsl OT MEICJIH, YTO €€ IIPOIIUIOe, MOIXKHO OBITh, KUJIO
0e3 CYaCTIMBLIX BOCIIOMHHAHUH.

ApuaHHa TakKXKe CKasaja e, 4To mis Hee OymeT ropasmo nydiie 3a0bTh 0 cBoeM mpoiioM. [1o ee
CJI0BaM, feByIIKa OyHeT cyacTiIuBee, eCli HUYero He OymeT 3HaTh 0 HeM. U BOT, moxoxe, EBa
Cepbe3HO OTHECIIACh K 9TOMY COBETY, IIOTOMY 4TO, XOTS II0 HOYaM e CHUJIOCh MHOTO TPYCTHBIX CHOB,
OHa Bcerfa 3abbIBajia UX, KOT{la HacTymIasio yTpPo.

«Kak rpycTtHO 3T0 6BI710». EBa MefneHHo moxiomnana cebs 1o IeKaM, 3aCTaBIIsisl MIPOCHYTHCS U
CMaxXHYTh OCTAaTKK COHJIMBOCTH, BCE €Ille OCeBIIMe Ha BeKax. OHa ImocTapasach OTOTHATE TPYCTHEIE
CHEI ¥ COCPEJOTOYHIaCh Ha POBHOM BOCXOJISIIIIEM COJIHIIE.

Eit HykHO 65UI0 COOpPATHCS C CUIaMHU, Belb JCTEJUIA BOT-BOT IIPOCHETCS.

EBa momta B BAHHYI0 KOMHATY ¥ IPUHSIACh PacueckBaTh MalbIllaMy CTyTaHHEIe BOIOCKH. OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIa, KakK €€ MasbIlbl CJIeTKa OPOXKaT [aXe OT 3THX JIETKUX ABuKeHui. OHa MBITalach
BEPHYTb KOHTPOJIb HaJl CBOUMH KOHEUHOCTSIMHU, IIOTOMY YTO HE XOTejIla BOJIHOBATh CBOIO MOYb. C Tex
10D, KakK 00J1e3Hb TPOrPeCCUpPOBaa, OHa MOTJIa IyMaTh TOJIBKO 06 DCTeie U 0 TOM, KaK CHJIbHO OHA
He XOTeJla ee pacCTpanBaTh U Pa30YapOBHIBATS.
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— Batre BenugectBo, Bate BenuuectBo UmmnepaTop? Bl Bee elile criuTe? Bl He MoXKeTe
IIPOMOJIKAaTh TakK ApeMarh...

Hoii ocTtopoxkHo moTpsic Camioana, 4ToOH pa3byauTh €ro.

OO6BIYHO CEKpeTaph He CMeJI ¥ MajIblleM TPOHYTh UMIIEPATopa, IToKa TOT craj. Ho cerogHs ox
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 6€CIIOKOUCTBO. [IJ1s1 Hero ObII0 HEOORIYHO BUIETh, KaK MyKUMHA KayaeT I'0JIOBOM U
CTOHET BO cHe. OH HUKOTa He OUJI CISIIero YejioBeKa, U YK HUKaK He 0XKUAaj, YTO TakK IMOCTYIIUT C
CaMuM uUMIIepaTopom!

OH c TpeBOrou Xkpaj MOCIeICTBUY CBOUX AercTBUM. OH oxupas, 4yTo CaMI03/Ib OTpearupyeTr rHeBHO
U aXke yOAPUT ero 3a TO, UTO TOT IIOCMeJl Tak OeciiepeMOHHO pa30yauTh ero. OH yKe IPUTOTOBUJICS
IIOJTyYXTh yOap, KOTHa B3TJISAN MyKUHBI OCTAHOBUJICS Ha HEM.

— Ero BenuugectBo I/IMnepaTop! — PaCCeAHHO BOCKIIMKHYJI OH, IIPUBCTAB Ha HOT'H, HO, K CHACTHIO,
KyJlaK He€ II0JIETEJI B €ro CTOPOHY.

BmecTo aToro CaMioa/Tb UL HEIOBOJIBHO MTPOOOPMOTAIT:

— Bot uepr.

Hoix yTemnn cebs T€M, 9YTO UMIIEPATOP HE B TAKOM YK IIJIOXOM HACTPOEHUHU, U COEJIal OEeCATh IIaroB
Ha3an pagu cBoel 0e30MIaCHOCTH.

VIMeHHO TakKue BCITHIIIKY 3MOLMM HallOMUHAIK JIIOASM, YTO UMIIEPATOP BEIPOC Ha YyIHIle, a He BO
nBopile. PyraTenbcTBa BHIXOOUIM ¥ HETO U30 pPTa TaK eCTECTBEHHO, a ero cjioBa OBIIM B OCHOBHOM
KOPOTKUMHU. XOTSI C TOaM¥ OH Hay4MJICSI HOCUTb MAaCKy apMCTOKpaTa, y HEro BCe paBHO ObIBaIM
TaK1e MOMEHTHI.

CaM10371b B3BEPOIINII BOJIOCH ¥ BCTAJ € AvBaHa. OH He CIal BCI0 HOYb, I09TOMY B UTOT€ YCHYJI Ha
nuBaHe. OH He 4yBCTBOBaJI 00K B TeJie, HO OOJIbIIe BCET'0 MyKYMHY PacCTpauBas TOT GakT, 4To...

«ITouemy THI IIyTaYeLIb?»

9T0 BuBran 6pocuna CaMi0971g U yIilia, HO KOTIa OHa IOSBJIIETCS B €T0 CHAX, OHA eIUHCTBEeHHAa4,
KTO He ynbi0aeTcs cyacTnuBo. OHa IaaveT Kaxkayi HOUb. ITO ObIIO HECIIPABEAIUBO, TIOYEMY IIIavyeT
TOJIBKO OHA"?

Ero cepalle cxxuMaoch KaXablli pa3, Koraa oH Bumen ee. Kasanock, 4TO B HET0 BIUBAIOTCS KOJIIOYKH.
A elle eMy Ka3aJi0Ch, YTO BaJIyH JaBUT €T0 IPyab. ITO OblI0 HeBEIHOCUMO. OH IIOCTapasics OTOrHATh
9THU MBICJIH U TIepeBe BT Ha Hos.



OH B3[OXHYJ U CIIPOCUIL:

— A yto c BuBuasn?

—IIpocrture...

OH 3HaeT, YTO KaxX[blil IeHb OyeT IoIy4yaTh OJUH U TOT 2Ke OTBET, HO eMy He X04YeTCs OT Hero
OTKa3bIBaThCs. COMIO3/Ih BTUCHYJICS B yPeCyo U 00bSIBHUII:

— IIpuHecute Mo10 ofexkny. Kakoe pacnucaHre Ha BTOPYIO MIOJIOBUHY OHS?

— Ilepepn aTUM BaM CJielyeT MOMBIThCS. BBl 4TO, pa3BeeHHbIM BIOBEI?

— $1 He pa3BefeH. — MOHSB OCTPOyMHOe 3aMeuyaHue Host, CaMI031T pa3pas3uiics CMEXOM.

9To0 OBlNIa HeJlellas MBICIIb, TaKas HeJenas!

BuBuaH miaHupoBasna ymepeTs? KoHeuHo, 3T0 OBIIO He Tak.

YyBCTBYS, YTO UMIIepaTopa 4To-To 6ecriokouTt, Hoii ToKe ITpuCcOeANHUICS K HEPBHOMY CMEXY:

— Xaxaxa... Bamie Bemn4ecTBO, KaKyl0 OfeXay MHEe IIPUTOTOBUTH IJId Bac? Bel mpefnodyunTaeTe
HOCUTDH CUHUU UJIA YepHBIN 1[BeT uHAUro? Hy, ITOCKOJIBKY Y BaC CerofHs BCTpeda C OUIIJIOMaTU4eCKOu
MHUCCHEH, S AyMalo, 4YTO BaM JIyullle HageTh YepHoe. — Hou pon3Hec 3TH CI0Ba TaK UCKYCHO, 4YTO Ha
MT'HOBEHHE T10Ka3anoch, OyATO BCe OBIIO HOPMaJIbHO.
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EBa TiiaTensHO CIIJIaHKMPOBaJla CBO€ PAaCIIMCaHKuE Ha BECH OEeHb!

OHa x0Tejla Ha4yaTh yTPO C IT0X07la Ha PHIHOK BMECTe C JCTesoi. M Hy>KHO OBIJIO 3ailTH K
OakanenuukKaM, 4ToOb KyIIUTh TPaBHl U IPyTHE CheCTHHIE Mpumackl. K coxanenuio, ApuaHHa
OTO[BUHYJIa €€ IIJIaHbl Ha 3TOT AeHb Ha BTOPOU IIJIaH.

[Toxuas XXeHIVHA BeJlejla e OTMEHUTh CBOU IIJIaHEL ¥ COCPENOTOYUTHCS Ha 300poBhe. OHa X0Tena,
yToObl EBa cHavasa Hamna Bpadya. OHa IpooIKasia IuiIuTh EBy Bce yTpo.

— He gymaro, 4To OH MHe HYKEH, Y MEHs y2Ke eCTb XOPOIIui Bpay B BuOpase. — paccyxmana Esa.

Ho Apuanna HacTauBajia Ha TOM, YTO OHA TOBOPUT €PYHAY:



— 3gpaBooXpaHEeHUe B 9TOM CcTpaHe oTin4yaeTcs oT Bubpa3ze. 3gech Tebe B m000M caydae
OHAHOOUTCS HameXHEIM Bpady. KpoMe Toro, Tebe HYKHO MPUHUMATD JIeKapCcTBa. — ApHaHHa
yOexparna ee B o0paTHOM U EBe HUUEro He 0CTaBajloCh, KaK COTJIACUTHCS MIOCIIe TOTO, KaK MOXKuIas
JKEHIIMHA TPUBeNIa eH MeJbli CIMCOK MPUYUH, TI0 KOTOPHIM e# OBITI0 OBl pa3yMHO 003aBECTHCh
BpPayoM, K KOTOPOMY OHa Morjia Ovl mpu0ekaTh B ClTydyae KpU3uca.

[aXe Korza OHa COTJIacuiach CAoenaTh 9T0, ApaHHa He IlepecTaBajla HallOMUHATh € 0
HeoOXOOUMOCTH HaWTH Bpaya, Mo3ToMy EBa MpoCTO MOCTYIIHO KKMBaja I0JI0BOM, a dcTela o0HsIa
ee 3a HOTU U 3aKaTwuJia Ifla3a Ha [BYX IOXKUJIBIX JKEHIITIH.

— Mawma, He Hago 00J1eTh. DCTeIa [103a00TUTCST 00 9TOM 3a Tebst! — ckasasa moyb EBe, Korga Ta
HAIMPABUJIACh K BEIXO[Y.

OHa He MorJia He YIBIOHYTHCS C TPYCThIO Ha MUJIOE U HEBUHHOE 3aMedyaHue CBoero pebeHKa. JcTelia
Oplna Tak Majla, YTO He ITOHMMaJa BCel CEPbe3HOCTH TOTO, YTO 3HAUUT OBITh OOJIBHBIM. MK 4TO
3HAQYUT, KOTTla KTO-TO yMuUpaeT. OHa YyBCTBOBaJla, KaK CXKMMAETCS ee TPyMb, KOrma OHa CMOTpesa Ha
Hee. OHa cMOpPIIMJIa HOC U HEXKHO IOT/Iafuia OCTEJUTy 10 BOJIoCaM:

— JcrTeJsa Takas XOpOoIIeHbKas, 4YTO MaMe yxe Jjiydie!

— IlpaBga? — JcTenia cMOTpena Ha BuBuaH, BEITHPas COMEJIbKY, ¥ faxe Ka3ajloCh, YTO OHa BOT-BOT
3arnsayer.

CouyBCTBYS cle3aM B ee OONBIINX PO30BHIX I'Ta3aX, ApraHHa pPellniia IoiepkKaTh JDCTETy BMECTO
BuBuaH 1 CIOKOMHO CKa3aja ei:

— 3Ha4uT, ecnu oHa OyfeT IPUHUMATh JIeKapCTBa, TO CKOPO IIOTIPaBUTCS!

BuBuaH MSTKO yIEIOHYIACh Ha 9TO 3aMevYaHue U C 9HTY3Ma3MOM KHUBHYJIA I'0JI0BOM, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTD
cBoero pebeHKa.

nu ApI/IaHHa, 1 BuBMaH MOHKMMAIOT, YTO UX CJIOBA OBLIH ITIYCTBIM 3BYKOM... Ho oy HMKaK He MOTIN
CKa3aTh 00 3TOM JCTee.

BuBuaH mnpuexasa Ha OCTPOB, UYTOOH IIOATOTOBUTHCS K CMEPTH.
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