B 3TOT MOMEHT CKOPOCTH, C KOTOPOH cepa CBeTa Bpallajiack BOKPYr BuBuaH, yBenuuumiace. Ee
Oerble TIephsi TeTeNH, KaK CIIOPHl OAyBaHYMKa, B IPOCTPAHCTBE, TTie He OBIO HY MaJleUIero BeTepka,
yTOOHI ITOMIIEePKATh UX IOJIET.

BuBuaH 3aKphiia I'’1a3a 1 00XBaTHUIa PyKaMU JKUBOT:

— Mo MaJIBIIIL. ..

BHyTpH Hee pociio HeuTo Gojee eHHOe, YTO OHA JOJIXKHA COXPAHUTh. DTOT'0 3HAHUS OBIIO
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI MMPUOATh € MYKEeCTBa, YTOOB IPOTUBOCTOSThH YEMY YT'OITHO.

— 4 6yny 3aummiaTh Te6s... — IPOLIENTaNa OHA BETPY U 9TOT0 TUXOT0 3BYKa OBUIO OCTATOYHO,
yTOOBI TPOHU3ATh BO3AYX BOKPYT Hee. 3aTeM cepa cBeTa B3MBITa BBEICH M TPU3EMITUIACh HA Hee.

BaM! OHa npeBpaTunach B 6emyio nTully 1 6ecciegHo ucyesa.
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— Bce ere HUTE HET... — TMOBTOPSII PO ce6st COMIOIJIEb.

HpOH.U'IO BOCEMBb MECAIIEB C TEX IMODP, KaK BuBuan ucyesna, u ¢ Te€X TI0P OH He€ MpPEeKpalllall ee IMMOUCKH.

OH mpoBepUI BCe MOPTH CBOET0 KOPOJIEBCTBA, OOKICKAIT BCE TT0€3Ma U faXkKe KapeThl, HO TaK U He CMOT
Hurae HaTi BuBnan. Ka3zanock, 4To OHa MMPOCTO PaCTBOPUIIACH B BO3MYXeE.

My}K‘-II/IHa BBITED IIOT CO CBOETO YCTAJIOTO JIXIIA.

OH BTaiiHe Hapedsicd, 4TO 3TOT MaJIeHbKHH KeCT TaK¥Ke CMOET U ero YYBCTBaA.

YepHas HOYb, TITyOOKUM CUHUM paccBeT U yucToe O6esoe yTpo 6e3 BuBruaH psAmoM ¢ HUM OBLIH
0eCcCMbICTIEHHHI.

Ero BpeMs IIPOCTO IIJIO U OdazKe Korga Coami0371b 00eman umu YZKHWHaJ, 3TO HAaIIOMHWHAJIO eMYy O TOM,
4yTO ee OOJIbIe HeT pAOOM C HUM.

Hoa, KOTOpHI# KaxX/Ioe YTPOo OOKIafibIBal MY OJHO U TO XKe: YTO BUBHMAH BCe ellle OTCYTCTBYET, TOXKe
OBbLIT BCTPEBOXKEH.



Hoit 6611 CeKpeTapeM I/IMnepaTopa B TeUeHHue JeCATH JIeT U, HECMOTPSA Ha BCE 3TU I'OOBI, OH BIIEPBLEIE
YBHUIEII, YTO €ro roClioguHy TA2XKeJIO.

CaM10371 poguiIcsd He3aKOHHOPOXKAeHHEIM CHIHOM MUMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbu PyOeHTac ¥ Iepexofus U3
OJIHOTO TlepeyJiKa B APYIrou.

XOTsI OH U SIBNISIETCS IIOTOMKOM MMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH, eTr0 OPOCHIIM Ha MOIeYeHNe UMIIePaTPHULIb,
IIOTOMY YTO OH He OB «CaMBbIM CUJIbHBIM» U3 BCEX KOPOJIEBCKUX MpuHIEB. Ecnu Obl 0H He OBIT
IUPOTEXHUKOM, TO yMep Ol cpaasy.

Maru orts - caMble BEICOKOIIOCTaBJIEHHEIE Maru cpenu TeX, KTO Bilafell HaCTYHaTeHBHOfI Marmuemu.

HecMmoTps Ha Bce TpygHOCTH, CIMIO3/Ib BEIKWUII, COETUHUIICS C TEPIOTOM JHAJIECCKUM U 0OPYUUIICS C
BuBman JHpJec.

Tepror JHAIEC, UMEIOITNY OABHIO HCTOPHIO ¥ BIUSHKUE, OTIPABUII CBOET0 H30PAHHOTO IIPHUHIIA B
HWmMnepatopckuii moM. A BuBraH, cTaBlllasg HaClIeQHOU IIPUHIIECCOH, ToMOorjla COMIOIITIO B3STh IO
KOHTPOJIb IMIIepaTOPCKUM 3aMOK.

O MOIIeHHUYECKOM UT'Pe MPOTUB 3HATH UMIepuu PyOeHTac [0 CUX IOP XOOSAT JIETeHOBl CPeau
IIOMOUIHMKOB C3MI03JIA.

[TpepbIgyiIui UMIIEPATOP M3HAYANIBHO BEIOpAs HAaCIEeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM APYTOro Yel0BeKa.

[IpegrimyuIui UMIIEPaTOP ITPOUTHOPUPOBAT BCe 3acityru CaMioaa 1 00BsIBUI HAC/IEJHEIM IPUHIIEM
cBoero Opara. ITOT IIar SBHO IPOTUBOPEYMII TOMY, YTO OH M3HAYaIbHO 06elas CBOUM MOOIaHHbIM:
mepenaTh KOPOHY CBOEMY CHIHY, 00/afgaroieMy HauOOoNbIIUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMY [IJIST PYKOBOLCTBA
KOPOJIEBCTBOM. M3-3a 9TOTO MO30PHOTO COOBITHST BiBMaH MCKa3ula MaMsITh BCeX MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX Ha
00BbSIBIIEHWH 0 KOPOHAI[MK HOBOTO HACJIEHOTO ITPHUHIIA.

VimenHo 6marogaps Busuan CaMioanb CMOT 3aHSATh CBOe MeCTO. [103ToMy Jo/iroe BpeMs OeBYyIIKa
OKa3bIBasla O0JIBINOE BIUSHUE Ha MyKUKUHY.

Ho nmouemy... U ¢ kakux 1nop BuBraH nocTeneHHO Hayaja IPUCYTCTBOBATh MEHBIIIE B €10 JKU3HU?

Hoto crano sicHo, 4To C3MI09JIh CTajl MEHBIIIE HWHTEPECOBAThCA €€ MHEHHEM U He CIIPAIlliBaJl €€ HU O
4YeM TaK 9aCTO, KaK PAaHbIIIe.

OHa ToxKe, Ka3aJioch, HUYEro He XoTena oT MMmepaTopa.

BuBuaH Ka3anach 6€CTIOMOITHOM XKEeHIIUHON, KOTopasi 6pocuia BCe.



He3zaBucumo OT TOro, 4TO OHA IIepexuBalla, OBIJIO HEIIOHSITHO, IIo4YeMy OHa HCYe3Jia, KOraa BCe, 4TO
en HY2KHO OBLITO COEeIaTh - CTATh HMHepanHHefI.

CaM1037b myMaJl, 4To Bce OyfeT Xopoillo, Korfga BuBuaH cTaHeT uMIiepaTpuliel, BeOb IeByIIKa
yTBepKfala, 4TO BepHETCS K cebe ImpexHel, KoTrfga JOCTUTHET 3TOM IeJIH.

Ho mouemy? OH He MOT MOHATH ee pelleHus. [loueMy OHa OoCTaBujla I103a4u CBOE 3allJlTaHUPOBaHHOE
oynyiee?

C9MI037Th YCTABUIICS CBOMMHU TEMHO-(DMOTETOBHIMY 3aTABIIMMH TTIa3aMy MIPSIMO Ha CHUEeHbe Imepeq
co0Ooit, KoTopoe Gosblite He Ob110 3aHATO. CerONHSIIHSASA Tparne3a HalloMHUIa eMy O TOM HOYH.

On B3OOXHYII X IIOBTOPHUIT €€ CIIOBA:

— OTO XKeJaHue.

B ToT Beuep oHa BrIOpasia Takue MUJIBIE CI0BA, YTOOB pa30UTh eMy Cepplle.

CaMI0371b PE3KO PACCMESIIICS.

C Tex 1oOp KaK OH BCTpeTun BuBuaH, OH HU Ha MUHYTY He 3a0bIBall ee, TakK Kak ke OH MOXKeT 3a0kITh
ee cemnuac?

ITocne ee NCUE3HOBEHUS B TeYEHNE BOCBMHU MECSIIEB OH HE MOT HOPMaJIBHO CIIaTh U IIUTE.

OH oTKa3ancsd OT ebl U MeAJIEHHO CII0KUI JIE2KABIIIYIO IIepea HUM Ira3eTy.

B 3aronoBkax yTpeHHUX ra3eT KPyIHBIM HIpUGTOM ObIJIO HareyaTaHo uMsi BuBuan Jupanec-PybenTac,
KaK U BCerga B TeUeHUe IOCIeIHNX BOCEMHU MecsneB. Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OIyCTHUII ra3eTy U LIeNiecT
OyMar, pacChIIaBIIKAXCS 110 TI0JTy, 3all0JIHUII TUILHHY .

BuBuan Supunec-PyOeHTac: [Torcku mpomaBiied KpOHIPUHIIECCH ITPOAOJIXKAIOTCS. - TTIaCUl
3aroJIoBOK.

CHauasa OH ImogyMal, 9TO OHa PaCCTPOEHaA, IIO3TOMY U VIIJIa.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHa Oblla paBHOAYIIHA K CaMI03JTI0, IIOTOMY UTO OH OBIJT BEUHO 3aHAT. TaK 4TO OHA,
OOJIKHO OLITH, 3JIUTCS Ha HErO.

[ToaTOMYy OH pellIus, 4YTO €CIU JacT e HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, BuBraH BepHETCS.



Ho nocie gonroro oxXugaHus OEBYIIKHN BCE €ellle HET XU OH He CJIBIIIAII O HeW HU CIIOBa.

[Toka oH mpopoJiKa Pa3MHBIIUIATE O CBOEU IIPOIABIIEN )KEHe, BHE3AIHbIN CTYK OTKPHIBAIOIUXCS
OBepeu OTBIIEK €T0:

— KTo0 BoIIen?

— CoamMmioan! Trl ono3gan! Mul gonkHE ObIH T0006emaTh BMecTe! 4 TakxKe 3axBaTuiia LISy, TIOTOMY
YTO IPUTOTOBUJIACE K IIPOTYJIKE. — OH YCJIBILIAT KPaCUBHIY XKEHCKUY T'OJI0COK.

CaM1037Tb B3MOXHY ¥ HAIIOMHUTI cebe, 4To eMy He 0 4eM OeCIIOKOUTHCS U YTO CKOpPO BuBuaH
BepHeTCs. M oHM 06a BEpHYTCS K CBOEM 0OBIYHOM KU3HHU.

CoMI09]Th UCKITIOYHUIT Apyrue BO3MO2KHOCTH.

Cepaiie MyKYKHBI OCTHIJIO 10 TOM XK€ TeMIepaTyphl, UTO ¥ XOJIOMHBIN CTEMK Ha ero Tapeske.

Ho mo mMepe TOTO0, KaK JHU LUK U IIPEBPALIANKUCh B TOOE, €My, BO3MOXKHO, TPUOETCS TPU3HATh
TIOpaXKeHue.

CaM1037Tb U3ajl CapKacTUYeCKUil CMEIIOK: OH 1moTepss Busuan. OH mOTePs CBOIO Oemyio 1
KPaCHUBYIO IITHUKY.

[Tpo1io yke MHOTO BpeMeHH, a OH BCe elrle He MoT ee HaWTu. CKOpPO 01 HaYHYT 3a0hIBaThH €€,
O[IMH 3a OPYTHUM, II0Ka HUKTO He BCIIOMHUT O Hel.
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[EBa OTtepuon P.0O.V.]

«fl He 3Ha0, KOrga OHa yCIieJia TaK BBIPACTH.»

Ceronust peOeHKY yKe HCIOJTHUIOCH IeCTh JIeT.

EBa mornamuia BOJIOCH MaJIEHbKOM I€BOYKHY, JIeXKaBIIen Y HEe Ha KOJIeHIX.

['poxoT moe3na, B KOTOPOM OHU €Xajy, faxke He pa30ymgun riyboKyio npeMy pebeHKa.

ToHkre nanbilel EBEI HEKHO KOCHYJIMCE IITEKN NEBOYKHU.



Ona xoTena pa30youTh ee, TOTOMY 4YTO €M XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOHI OH IIOCMOTPESIA Ha BUI, KOTOPHIX
CTPEMUTEJILHO IPOHOCHUIICS MUMO HuX. OHa Bepuia, 4To 4eM 0oJibine pe0eHOK YBUOUT, TeM OOJIbIIIe
WHTEePEeCHOTo HaimeT. ['yOr EBBI IPpOUepPTHUIN TOHKYIO OYTY BBEPX, KOoroa peOeHOK oTpearupoBai Ha
ee IPUKOCHOBEHUE.

IleBOoYKa XHBIKAJla ¥ TOIBKO T‘J'[Y6}Ke 3apPhEIBAJIaCh TOJIOBOM B €€ KOJIEHH, IIpoaoJIZKasd J1eXKaThb.

brnegHse HGGGCHO-FOHyﬁbIe BOJIOCEHI pe6eHKa KOJIBIXaJINCh BMECTE C €€ IBUKEHUIAMU.

— EBa, mouemy Onl Tebe TOXKe He mocnath? [Toe3n OymeT exaTh ellle 0YeHb OOJNro0... — CKa3alla e
JKeHIIIMHA, CUJIeBIIast PSooM.

Ha npennoxenne Apuantsl, EBa mokadana rojoBou:

— 4 B mopsimke.

Apunansa Ovlna 04eHb 06ecriokoeHa cinabocThio EBEI, KOTOpas 3akjioyaach B ee XPyIKOM
TEJIOCJI0OKEHUY, HO OHa 3HaJla, YTO He CMOXKEeT CJIOMUTH yIpIMCTBO EBEl. OHa IIPOCTO B3[OXHYIIA,
TIPUCIIOHUBIIKCH CITUHOM K TBEPAOM CIIMHKE 10e37a, U HallOMHUIIA ei:

— Torpa Tebe cnenyeT ObITH OCTOPOKHOM, THl He 3Haelllb, KOTa CHOBa yIafelb B 00MOPOK.

EBa XMBIKHYJIA U II€PEeBejia B3TJIA0 Ha OKHO:

— 4 Gonblre He ynany B 00MOPOK. — pyKa EBHI IOTAHYyIa 3a 3aHaBECKH, KOTOPHIE KOJIBIXAIUCh OT
ckopocTu moe3ga: — Ckopo...

Bckope TOSIBUITUCE XKeJIThe Mafalolye 3Be3/Ibl, KOTOPHIE OOHA 3a APYToM Havald mafaTh 3a
TOPH30HT.

MmenHOo u3-3a 9TUX 3Be3[ EBa Bce 9TO BpeMs coepKuBajla CBOIO yCTaIOCTh, BEIb CETONHS ObII
Ipa3fgHUK OOTMHU, KOTOPHIHM OBIBAET TOJHKO Pa3 B TOMY.

EBa cnokoiHO Habimoana 3a MafaloliMy 3Be3[IaM1, KOTOPHIE CHITTAIUCh ¢ He0a, KaK [I0XK[b, U
BCTPSIXHYJIa IIPOCHYBIErocs: pebeHKa.

C COHHBIMU T'JIa3aMU IeBOUYKA PAaCTEPSTHHO ITIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hee:

— A? Mawma...

— 3cTenna, C JHEM POXIeHU!
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