A xoTena OTMAaXHYTBCS OT 3TOT'O KaK OT I'ZIYIIOT'O0 CHa, HO OZKOT, OCTAaBIIUICS Ha MO€EH JIaJloHH,
3aCTaBUJI MEHA IIOYYBCTBOBATH cebst HeJI0BKO.

Apernb OBLT BEeCh B KpPOBH, TaK 4YTO s €dBd MOT'JIa Y3HATh €ro, HO MEHA MHCTUHKTUBHO OTTAJIKHBAJIA
JOCIIeXH, KOTOPhEI€ OH HOCHII. BrIno TPYAHO IIOHATH, 9TO BCE 9TO 3HAYMT.

4 He cmana Bcio HOYB. YepHUIBHO-4EPHOE HEOO OTCTYMUIIO, ¥ HACTYIIHIIO YTPO.

Korga s IIPUKPLBIId CBOIO Y2KACHO 060}K}KéHHy1-O PYKY IIIEJIKOBEIMHU Inep4YaTkaMy, I/IpI/IHa coo61u1/ma
MHE, 4TO Amenb l'IpI/IHIéJ'I HaBECTUTH MEHI.

Yachl moKa3kIBaIK OEBSTH YACOB. AfieTb 0OBIYHO IPUXOOHI IIoce 00ena, TaK YTO CEeTOOHS M
BCTPETHUIIUCH NOBOJILHO PAHO.

¢ mo3mopoBanack ¢ AgeneM, Kak OyaTO HUYEro He CIy4YuIoch. KpaCUBHIM MyKYMHA C KPACHBIMU
rJla3aMHU U CIIaAKUMHU CBETIIBIMU BOJIOCAMH, TIOX0KUMH Ha KaTAOIWH ME[I, YIEIOHYIICS MHe.

— ITobpoe yTpo, AHacTacus.

— Iob6poe yTpo, Anmenb. THl CErofHS paHo.

OH crpocus ¢ HeBUHHOU YIIEIOKOM:

— Pa3sBe TH He TOBOpPHIIA, YTO Tebe TPyoHO OBITh BOANK OT MeHs 6ojee [BafillaTy YETHIPEX YACOB?
Bot moyeMy s mpuién, Kak TOJIbKO CMOT, HO... 5 Tebe He TToMelran?

Xek! HeyKemnu 9T C10Ba IEUCTBUTEIFHO CIIETENIM C MOUX I'y6? YKac Kako#-To.

Anenbs BHUMaATENIbHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEH.

— Trl HeBaXKHO BBITIAOUIIb. CUIIBHO yCTasa?

— Ila, KaxeTcs, 51 BUepa mepebopinuiia. JIMHETT IPUX0fKiia HaBeCTUTh MEHS... - TpobopMoTana s
HEBHSITHO, HE B CHJIaX CMOTPETh NMPSIMO Ha Afers.

OH OBICTPO 3aMETHJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

— T®I B mepuaTKax.

Brino OB TPYOHO PacIONOXUTh K cebe Amerisi, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, KAKOe OlpaBHaHue 5 Obl HU



npupymasa. OH ObUT CTUIIKOM TPOHUI[ATEJIEH.

4 cmeHuna Temy.

— Aperns, TH yXKe no3aBTpakan? f ronogHa. He xouelb NOUTH CO MHOU B CTOJIOBYIO? - B OTYasIHUU
IIpeyIoXKuIa 5.

Apnens KUBHYIIL.

— Xopottio.

[TouyBcTBOBaB 00NieryeHue, 5 MoBeiia Afenb B CTOJOBYI0. OfHAKO, 10 ITpaBfie TOBOPS, Ha caMoM fejie
s cOBCeM He ObIyla rojiogHa. Mosi pyKa COBEPILIEHHO OHEMeNIa, TaK 4YTo 5 He OblIa YBepeHa, CMOT'Y JIH
nepxKaTh ed BUJIKY.

4 3actaBuia cebs moects. Kak ObI oTpearupoBan Afenb, eciu OBl g CKa3aja, 4To Oblyla paHeHa
BoxkecTBeHHOU cUIon?

Iaxe ecnu Obl OH He OBIT OTKPOBEHHO HACTOPOKEH, KaK Paiinu, BHyTpu eMy OBl BCE paBHO 3TO He
TIOHPABUJIOCH, BEPHO? MHe HyKHO IepKAThCS OT HETO Ha PACCTOSTHUH.

OT omgHOM MEICTTH 00 9TOM Y MEHS 3allleMHUIIo cepple. f He XoTena, 4TOOH Afelnb Mpe3upan MeHs.
OpHako OBITH OTBEPTHYTOM CaMOM YUCTOM U CBSIIEHHOM 9HEPrue, KOTopasi TapMOHUYHO ITUTAla
MuUp, ObIIO TPYOHO HE 3aMETHUTb.

Tak Kak s Mon4arna, AJesnb IOIEITalIC IIePBEIM Ha4aThb Pa3roBOpP:

— AHacTacus, THI XOPOIIO IIPOBeJIa BUepa BpeMs?

Ypk. Ero noOpsiii 1 Apy2Keno0HbIM TOI0C YyTh HE 3aCTaBUJI MeHs 3alljlakaTh. MHe ymanoch
IIPOTJIOTUTH IUILY, KOTOPYIO 4 IIOJI0XKUJIa B POT. YeCTHO roBOpS, 5 JaXKe He MOrJjla CKa3aTh, KaKOBa
OHa Ha BKYC.

— [la. {1 nomna c Jlunett, bnap u Knapuccoir moCMOTPETh Ha CBATYIO PETUKBUIO... A TIOTOM MBI
OILH B Kade.

9T0 Ka3ajoCh TaKUM [IalIEKUM, KaK Oy[TO 3TO CITy4YHIOCh HaBHHIM-IaBHO. [axe He B3T/ISIHYB Ha CBOIO
TapeJKy, s Chejla HEMHOTO eibl, KOTOPYI0 HeOpeKHO HaKOJIoIa BUJIKOM.

— IMoxoxe, gTo Patinu Jlykpenusi KUBET B BEJIUKOM XpaMe.



— Ha. 4 crmeiana, 9To OH OBUT TeM, KTO BJIOXKWIT B0KECTBEHHYIO CUITY B CBSTYIO PEIMKBHUIO.

Anenb BHUMATENILHO HAOJII0Oa)I 3a MHOM, [I0KA S eJia.

— OH cHOBa BE€n cebs BLICOKOMEPHO?

— CHauana 0OH IPOUTHOPUPOBAI MEHS, HO B UTOTE IT03L0POBAJICA CO MHOM, IOTOMY 4TO
JIuHeTT OTpyTrasna ero.

— Jlegu bnucc, KaxkeTcs, 04YeHb HPABUTCA Anacracus.

— { ToxXe Tak gymaro.

¢l TUXOHBKO B3[OXHYIIA.

— Teoi 3Haemns, Afenb. 4 He X04y ITOKa3aThCs, YTO JOIpallnBa Tebs, Ho...

— [Ipopomnxaiu.

T'onoc Apenst ObIT COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOEH.

4 4yTh OBIJIO HE BCIIOMHMIIA BUA JIMHETT, KOTOPas MCIBbITala My4YUTEeIbHYI0 00JIb ITOCTIEe TOTO, KaK
TIOJIBEPTJIach KPOBOXKATHOCTHU AJiesisi, HO MHE He XOTeJI0Ch TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM, II0O3TOMY 5T CHOBA
3aKphia poT. Tak Kak 3707IeliKa CKal3asa, YTO OTOMIET OT 3TOr0 MHITMAEHTA, S 3a/lajlach BOIIPOCOM,
IEeNCTBUTENLHO JIM He00XO0MMO yYKa3hiBaTh Ha 3TO cenyac.

BMmecTo 3TOTO 5 3agana Opyrou BOIPOC:

— Yro TH coOMpaembCcs genaTh, eCiIu 1 yMpy?

Anerns, BEPOATHO, ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO S PE3KO CMEHHUJIa TEMY, XOTA OH 3TOr0 HE IIOKa3all.

— Hy...

¢l BHe3aIHo MOHSsJIa, YTO AfeIb He Chesl HM KyCOYKa M3 efbl, KOTOPYIo eMy nomanud. OH OmyCTUI
riasa.

— Tloka3asa au CBsiTast PeIUKBUS Oynyuiee cMepTH AHaCTacuu?



— fl HUYero He yBULETIA.

41 momeITasIack CKa3aTh JIAINE 3TO, HO Oecco3HaTelILHO nobaBuia:

— Ho mue IIPUCHHUJIICA CTp&HHLII:I COH.

¢ cHoBa Hayraj 3aluXHyJa ey B poT. BHe3anHo Ha nuile Afesisi MOsSIBUIOCh HEBEPOSITHO CTPAHHOE
BHIPAZKEHMUE.

— AHacracus.

— Xm-M?

OH CIIpoCHUs MeHs CIIOKOMHBIM I'0JIOCOM:

— IToxarmyiicTa, IOCMOTPY MHE B I'Jla3a U CKaXxu MHe... Kakyio ey Tl ceryac elb?

— Crenk?

Ho oH 0bI1T KaKHM-TO TBépI[bIM. W s HU4ero He Moria TIO4YyBCTBOBATE.

— 4 cetuac nopoiny K Tebe, TaK UTO, €CIM BO3MOXKHO, HE IIeBEIN PTOM.

— YTo-TO HE Tak?

4 pedIeKTOPHO MOMEITaIaCh IPOTJIOTUTE TO, YTO OBIIO Y MEHS BO PTY, HO AfleNib OKa3aJcs OkICTpee.

— U3BuHU.

Apens, KOTOPBIM MTHOBEHHO IIPUABUHYJICSA KO MHE, OCTOPOXKHO IPUKPHLUI MOU POT YUCTOU MATKOU
TKaHbIO ¥ YTO-TO BHITALIHU]L.

910 OBIN IEKOPATUBHEIN IIIAMITYP.

— Xa-a?

4 oT ymuBNEHUS YPOHUIIA BUJIKY.

Yrx. Heyxenu s xkeBaja 910? Ho 1 HU4YEro He IOYyBCTBOBAIA...



MHe gaxe He ObLIO OOJIBHO.

4 mocmernHo BEITEPJIa Kpasd KPOBOTOYAIIIETro PTa. Apensb IMOCMOTPEN Ha MEeHA XOJIOOMHBEIMU, ITyCTEIMHA
T'Jla3aMU.

— Ecnu TH He X04elllb pacCKa3klBaTh MHE, YTO CIYYUIIOCH, 1 He Oymy crpalnuBath. d 6yoy XKmaTh
CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO Te0Oe HykHO. TeM He MeHee, S HafeloCh, UTO THI, 110 KpalHe! Mepe, IT03BOJIUIIIh
MHe 0eCIIOKOUTHECH 0 Tebe.

Apens, TI0X0XKe, TaBHO 3aMeTWI, UTO CO MHOY 4TO-TO He Tak. Ho oH OvlI BHUMAaTENEH U Jaxe chesal
BUJI, UTO BCE B MOPSOKE.

— .. T ImogyMaelllb, 9TO A4 CTPaHHAaAg.

Apens HeMeJIeHHO OTBETUI:

— 3ayeM MHe Tak OyMaTh?

¢ moBepHYyIach K HEMY JIMIIOM U I'Py00 MOTEPJIa CBOM, Ka3asoch Obl, OHEMEBIIUHN POT.

— ¢ oxkaszanach B TaKOM IIOJI0KEHHH, KaK TOJIbKO BepHYJIach U3 XxpaMa! ITo onpeneNeHHO 3aCTaBigeT
Te0s 4yBCTBOBaThL Ce051 HEJIOBKO, BEPHO?

4 BCcKouwua co cryna. MHe cTpaiso. [Tomoru MHe. { MOHATHS HE UMEI0, YTO MHe [ieJiaTh.

...Ho mou I"Y6]:I OTKA3bIBAJIUCh ITPOU3HECTH TO, YTO A XO0T€JIa CKAa3aTh.

— MHe KaXeTcs, g 3Halo, moyemy Paunu JlyKperus Ha3Bal MeHS rps3HOU. ECTh mpu4rHa, 10
KOTOPOM OH oOpaliiajcs co MHOM Kak ¢ Oykamkoi. f crana Tako# u3-3a boXKeCTBEHHOMN CHUJIHL.

4 yyBcTBOBasa ce0st ykacHo. MHe OBIJIO TOPHKO ¥ TPYCTHO, U MHE OBIJIO TPYOHO CMOTPETh Ha Afers.
MHe X0TenoCh 3anepeThbCsi B CBOEH KOMHATE U IIOIIaKaTh.

— AHacracus, TToXKanyicTa, IOKaXXu MHE CBOIO PYKY.

— Her.

4 cpa3y X&e oTKa3anach. Aflenb ellé pa3 MOIBITalICT YOemuTh MeHs:

— Bo3MoxHO, 51 cMory Tebe TOMOYE.



— I/IpI/IHa YK€ HaJIOXKHNJIa KaK0e-TO JIEKapPCTBO.

— 4 xouy moMoub Tebe YCIIOKOUTHCS. Pa3Be TH He MTOYYBCTBOBaa Obl ce0s ny4ine, eciu Obl
TI0Ka3aja MHe CBOIO paHy M paccKasaja, 4YTo Tebs TaK pacCTpamBaeT?

Ero rosnoc 6ei1 go6pocepaedeH U MOI0H OeCIOKONCTBA, KaK OYOTO OH TOJIBKO XOTEN YTEUTUTh MEHS.

TeM He MeHee, g cxkasa I'y0Osl U TOKa4asa rojloBoi. OXor OBUI TAaKUM yKaCHBIM, YTO 3TO OBLIIO
CIIMIIKOM flaxke Oist MeHs. f 60si7ach, Kak oTpearupyet Afenb, KOT[a 3TO YBUIUT.

4 BRITISImENIA Tak, CJI0BHO cobupasach 3alakaTh, KOra OTKa3anach. Afielb, Ka3ajioch, Ha
MT'HOBEHHE PaCTepsyiCs, IPexkye YeM MOAHSATh PYKY B MOIO CTOPOHY, KaK OyATO OH YTO-TO PEIHJI.

C 0c000# 0CTOPOKHOCTBIO OH IIOTJIafWII MEHS 110 IeKe. Ero masbIsl MATKO KOCHYJIMCh MOEH IIEKH.

On yTelllall MeHS COBEPINEHHO MHa4Y€e, YEM PaHBbIIIe.

— AnacTacus, TH OOoBepselb MHE, ma?

...Kak yxacHo. OH Tako# XUTpHIK. OH TOIBKO JTaCKOBO pa3roBapuBaeT CO MHOM B TaKe MOMEHTHI,
Kak 3TOT.

— 310 OTBPATUTEJILHO, — TUXO IIPOIIEIITalla d, IOTOMY YTO YyBCTBOBaAJId, YTO BOT-BOT Pa3PHIAAIOCh.

— Twl gymaelrs, MEHS 3TO BOJIHYEeT? - CIIPOCUIT AflesTb, KaK Oy[TO He MOHSI MeHS.

— YTt0 TH cobHpaembCs genaTh, €CIIU B MEHS BCEJIUIICS JeMOH?

— AHacracus, MHe OblJI0 OB BCE PaBHO, laxke eciid Obl THI He OBlNla OfjepKKrMa JIeMOHOM, a Oblla
CaMUM ObSIBOJIOM.

CTpaHHO, HO CJTOBa Aflerns IPUHECH MHe orpoMHoe obmerdenre. OH He THITAJICS YTEIIUTh MEHS,
TOBOPS, YTO s OIMKOAIOCE.

BMecTo 9TOTO OH rOBOPHUII TaK, KakK OyATO eMy ObIIO BCEé PABHO, MaXkKe eCJIM MOU CTPaXu CTaHYT
PeanbHOCTHIO.

9To mpoOymuio BO MHE cnabyio HafeXy.

— X-X0po1IIo...



OneMeBIIIeN PyKOi 5 TETOHBKO MOTSAHYNa Aflesnid 3a OfexXay.

— ITo#iméM B MOIO CIIA/IbHIO.

[Meka, KOTOpOfI Apernb KOCHYIJICA ITaJIbllaMHU, TOpeJia. A BIIyCTHUJIa Apiensi B CBOIO CITaJIbHIO HepBOfI,
3aTeM OCTAaHOBHUJIACh B IBEPsIX U HAa MTHOBEHHUE 3akonebanach.

— H-me nyraiics.

9 cHsIla IepYyaTKY MO MPUCTATbHEIM B3TIAAoM Anens. Kak TOIBKO MMOBsI3Ka OblIa pa3MOTaHa, 5
OTBEPHYIACh.

4 He MoroOa CIUIIKOM A0JITO CMOTPETHh Ha CBOIO OGYTHGHHYIO JIagOHBb, KOTOpas Obllla TEMHee TIela.

Anenb He BEIKa3aJ HUKAKOW SIBHOW CMEHBI aMouui. OH CIIPOCHUII CO CBOMM OOBIYHEIM 0€300MIHBIM U
BEJKJIMBHIM BBIPAKEHHUEM JIMIIA:

— Mory g notporats e€?

— Ia.

OH nerko HpOBéJ’[ CBOHM [JINHHBIM OesIM IasbIleM 110 MOeH JTaJOHMU:

— Bcé He Tak nnoxo. [Jymalo, & CMOTY 3TO HCIIPABHUTb.

¢ HaKJIOHMIIa TOJIOBY.

— Kaxk?

— 4 DOBOIBHO XOpouI B TAaKUX BelllaX.

BwmecTo Toro uTo0n OOBSICHUTE BCe OeTanu, Anenb HeMeIIeHHO HavaJjl neicTBoBaTh. Korga Amens
yOpars pyKy, Mosi KOXKa, KOTopasi, Ka3anoch, Obljia MOYTH ITOTHOCThI0 YHUYTOXKEHA, YyOeCHBIM
o0pa3oM Hayvaia UCLeNsThCs. Caemgsl 02K0ra IPEBPATUINCEH BO YTO-TO, 6OJIbIIIE TOX0XKee Ha MSITHO.

910 OBLIIO COBEPIIIEHHO MOTPsicalole. brlio nu 4To-HUOYyOb, Yero Afieb He MOT CHelaTh?

[Toka s CTOsI/Ia, TYIIO YCTABUBIIUCEH HA CBOIO JIAJOHB, AfeNTb MSITKO IMOATAIINUIT MeHSI K KPEMOBOMY
OVBaHY U YCaIUII.



— Anacracud, MOTY 4 C HUM BCTpeTI/ITBCH?

C Paunu? Tonbko TOrAa s B3T/IAHYy/Ia Ha Afens.

— Tl cipamuBaeib MOE MHeHME 00 3TOM?

— 4 mpoity TBoero paspemnieHusi. ICHO, YTO OH YTO-TO 3HAET II0 TOMY, KaK OH OTHOCUTCS K Tebe, HO
He 10X0Ke, YTO OH T'OTOB COTPYHHKHYaTh. OOHAKO 3TO MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS, €CJIH 5 IOMBITAIOCh €T0
y6enuTs. U s mymaro, Tebe mydllle Aep:KaThCs MOAanblie 0T BoKeCcTBEHHOM CHUITHL.

B ToM, 4TO OH CKa3aJ, He OblJI0 HUUero IJI0X0T0, HO 9T0 ObIJI0 HECKOIBKO MTOI03PUTENbHO. [ToueMy y
Te0s TaKOe MpayHOe BhIpaXkeHue Nuia?..

— TrI XKe He co61/1paembc;[ YOAQPHUTh UIIN y'6I/ITb ero, BepHO? - CIIPOCHJIAa 1 UTPUBBIM TOHOM.

Apnenb oTBeTHIT 000psIONIel YILI0KOM:

— KoneuHo, HeT. d nuis 103a6049yCh 0 HEM.

THI TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJll, YTO coOupaenbes "1mo3ab0TUThCSA" 0 HEM...

— Ecnu nmogyMath, AHACTacHsI, ThI CKa3asa, YTo Tebe MPUCHUIICS CTPAHHEIN COH, BepHO? 4 X0Ten OBl
YCIBIIIaTh 0 HEM GoJiee mogpob6HoO.

TToCKONBKY 51 CMEHHUIIa TeMy PaHbIlle, OH Iefall TO e caMoe cerdac. S cepauTo IoCMOTpeIa Ha
Afniens ¥ TIOMBITAIaCh CHOBA HaMleTh MTEePYaTKK, HO OH MHE He ITO3BOJIMIL

— Amnacracus, Tebe ke OyneT HeynoOHO B HUX [laXkKe KOJIbII0 HOCHUTh.

— Ho...

¢ He x04y IOKa3kBaTh Tebe CBOI0 UCKaIeUYeHHYIO PYKY!

— Ecnu TH CHaYasa paccKaxeIllb MHE BCIO HCTOPHIO, 5T BEPHY UX Tebe.

Apenb CBepHYII IEpYaTKU U TOJI0XKUI X B CBOM PYKH. Ero HexkHas yibiOKa Oblla HECKOIBKO
OEeP3KOH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ST IPUTBOPHIIACH, YTO CHAIOCH, ¥ pacCKa3aia Afeo 0 TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIII0 BUEpa, C
CaMoro Havara.



4 cka3ana emy, uto Paiinu JIykpelust BCé 3TO BpeMs TOJO03PUTENIbHO HAa0Mo#al 3a MHOM U YTO OH
TIOTIPOCHIT MEHSI II0Ka3aTh eMy CBOM JIAJOHHU II0CJIe TOT0, KaK YBHUIEII, KaK S IPUKACcalCh K CBITOM
PETTUKBUH.

W s mpu3HaIach, YTO HUYETO He BUIENa, KOTHa IPUKACalach K CBITON PETUKBUM, HO TOU IIPOIIIOH
HOYBI0, BO BPEMST SIPKO PEATUCTUUHOTO CHA, MOS PyKa Tak CUIIbHO 60Jierna, 9To 5 OTKpPhIIA I'a3a
oOHapyXKua 00T Ha CBOEH pyKe.

Ho s He mormna pacCCka3aTh eMy CogepzKaHue CBOEro CHa.
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