— Cectpa JIuHerrT.

BrIpazkeHue N1Ila CECTPhl MTHOBEHHO PacTasijio.

— Bu1 Bce 970 cnbimanu? Mel ¢ AHacTacuei Tak Onu3ku. Brl, HaBepHOe, 3aBunyeTe. He BOmHYHUTECH,
BEI MOXKETe 3aBU0BATh CKOJIb OyIle YTOTHO~

Ho HUKTO He 3aBUOOBAIl. HaHpOTI/IB, OHH OCBHIIIAJIM MEeHS 2KaJIOCTIIMBBEIMHU B3TTIAOadMHU.

— He yHbIBaliTe, AHacTacus.

— Ecnu y Bac moSBUTCST OKOJIO COTHU IpHIIEX Ha nuile, Jlemu biucc MoxkeT nepecTtath obpaiiaTh Ha
BaC BHUMAaHUeE.

— ¥V MmeHs ObIIO 3710Belllee MPeuyBCTBHE C IIPOIIIOro pa3a, HO XKU3Hb HECPAaBHEHHOM KpacaBUIIbI
INEeNCTBUTEILHO TSIXKENa. ..

CecTpa yCTaBHU/IaCh Ha HUX.

— Yr0 3TO 3a peakuusg?

Iama, KoTopas, Ka3ajoCh, 060s/1ach, YTO 3TO 00EPHETCS MPOTUB HEE, TOMBITAIaCh BCE UCIIPABUTE.

— H-Ho y AHacTacuu Bce emné ects Jlopn Maruyc!

Eé HaMepeHus OBLITH OMPAY€HEHI ITPAMEBIM OIIPOBEPZKEHHUEM.

— Ho 6r110 BpeMms, kKorfa Jlemu bBiucc Toxke Obisia odyeHs rpyba ¢ Jlopmom Maruycom. Jlopm Maruyc
OBbLIT HACTOIBKO BEIMKOMYIIIEH, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OTMAaXHYJICS OT 3TOT0, KaK OT JIETKOTO COOBITHS,
HO BCE PABHO 3TO OBIJIO CIIUINKOM, YTOOBI ITPEPHIBATh COPEBHOBAHME B [leHb O/1arogapeHus, KOTopoe
Habmoman cam MMmepaTop.

— W Jlopm Maruyc BeIUTpas, BEPHO?

— 4 crmIIIana, 4To Med, KOTOpBII71 OH KCIIOJIb30BaJI, BeCHJ 0oJiee MATUOECITH KHUJIOTPaMMOB...

Barnapnst Jlequ Oblyid MPUKOBAHKI K JIIY, KOTOPHIM B 3TO BPEMS BEPHYJICS

O ¢ capKa3MOM IIPOU3HEC:



— KaxerTcs, s mmoitMaJl Bac Ha TOM, YTO Bl CIIJIETHHYAETE 0 KOM-TO, KOTO 3[eCh HET.

CumMnaTtnuHasa Jlegu J10BKO CKa3aja:

— Het-HeT. MBI nuims mpolianuch ¢ AHacTacuen, IOTOMY YTO OHa BO3BpalllaeTCs JOMOM.

— IIa, oHa 6o/bHA U He [OJIXKHA [OJIr0 CTOSITh. [ToueMy OBl 1 JIITy He MOIMpoIaThes ¢ Jlemu
Anacracuen?

— Iloyemy 5 DOJIXKEH...

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ot OB HEMHOT'O 3KaJl0K. BEIJI0 HecipaBeJinBo, YTO €ero BCE BpEMS CPaBHUBAIOT C
ApeneMm, K TOMY e OH TaKXKe ITPOUTpas MHe B 60ppbe Ha PyKaX, ¥ TeIeph OH CTPafaeT OT TOHKOTO
capkasMma.

¢ 6pocuna MOPKOBKY.*

(*B aToM cMBICTIE OHA Chacnia Jilla, IePBOU IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAB €T0.)

— Brimte HOC, I1II.

Cliif CMODPIITXJI JINITO, KOT'Oa 5 CIIOKOMHO IMO3A40POBaAJIaCh C HUM.

— T®I cMeeIsCs Hao MHOH?

— Thl Tak gymaenb?

4 KOPOTKO paccMesnacs.

Ox, ero nuIio0 CHOBa IIOKPaACHEJIO.

Sm I.HéJ'[KHy'J'I S3BIKOM M CHOBAa BEHIIIIEJI, HU4YETro HE CKa3aB.

Tak Kak OH 4eJI0BeK C BEICOKOM CaMOOIIEHKOMH, 51 AyMalo, YTO OH IIPOCTO BEPHETCS TOMOM.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO OH €II€ He 37I0fieli, HO OH HEMHOT0 HauBeH. [laxe ecnu Jlemu
OpPa3HUIIM €T0, OH MPOCTO MOJTYHUT.

Hy, He To uT06H 3TN FOHBIE Jlequ HeHaBUmeNnu Jlila, XOTsS ¥ CMOTPE/IN Ha HeTro CBHICOKA.



Oun HaCllaXOaJIMCh II0OX02KKUMH OTHOIIEHUAMH C JiieM.

Bo-miepBrIX, DI paHee cKa3all, YTO eMy He HPaBUTCS Ufiesl OBITh TOIBKO C OJHUM YEeJI0BEKOM.

— Torma, mou Murnsie Jlegu, MHe mopa.

4 TakxKe mompoiianack ¢ MonomeiMu Jlemu, Iocie 4ero BCe OHU 3aTaujid ObIXaHUe.

— Xyek, AHacTacus TOJIBKO 4YTO CKa3asia "Mou!"

— Anacracus, He 3abynb HapuCcoBaTh MOM IOPTpeT!

4 mombITanack IPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO He Clibilaja Kpuka JIuHeTT. CecTpa, eCiiu S HAPUCYIO TBOE JIUIIO0 B
CBOEM XY0XKECTBEHHOM CTHUJIE, TH OCJIETIHEIb OT 60!

BrIiifsi ¢ Be4epUHKH, s CHOBa 3abpasiack B KapeTy, Ha 9TOT pa3 fepxka Afens 3a PyKy. 4 yxe
IIPUBLIKIIA K COMTPOBOKAEHUIO ALleNIsl ¥, eCTECTBEHHO, IIPUHSJIA €T0 PYKY.

MEI exajny C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTBI0. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 4TO (DOH 3a OKHOM OBICTPO MEHSIJICS, TPOXOT
KapeThl ObIJI COBCEM HE CHUJIbHBIM.

Y mopeit 'pada CuHKIepa Bcerma Gblla CBOETO POfia MUCCHUST JOCTABUTH MEHS B OCOOHSIK OBICTPO U
6e3omacHo. §1 moOmpoLIy OTIa IIOBEICUTH €My 3apIlIaTy, KOTHa OH BEPHETCS.

4 oTKphIIa POT, IOTOMY 4TO IOAYMasa, YTO JeUCTBUTENILHO IPHENy B OCOOHSK, €CJH eIle XOTh
HEMHOT0 ITOMOJIYY:

— Tr1 3Haeny, Anens...

— Ia, AHacracus?

Ero cnapkuii ronoc NpoHUK B MOHU yIIH. & clerka cxkana pykKu. f crapanach He HEPBHUYATh.

— Cnacu00, 4TO COIIPOBOKOA MEHS CEeromHs. & pama, YTO Tl CKa3asl, YTO Oy/IelIb OTHOCUTHCS KO
MHE UCKPeHHe, eciid 5 3axo4y. Ho, KaK THI 3HAEIIb, 5... MOST 00JIE€3Hb...

Apernb TOHSI, YTO s COOMPaCh CKa3aTh.

— T&I 3amIOMHMIIa MOHM CJIOBA.



— B aToM HeT HHYero miaoxoro. Thl OB mpaB. 1 BCE paBHO YMPY, TakK 4TO OOJIbIIE HU O 4€M He Oymy
IIPOCHTD.

[Tocne Hemenu pa3MHIIIIEHUE ¥ KOHQIUKTOB C caMO¥ coO0H s IOHsIa 9TO HaBepHSIKa.

4 xoTesa ocTaThCA XOpOomuM BOCIIOMHMHAHUEM [JIA Apens, a He OBITH €T0 YZXKaACHBIM I'OpeM.

— 41 He xoTer, 4yTOOH TH CaBajach, AHacTacus. He Tepsiyi HafieKIkl ¥ CTaBb CBOI XKH3Hb Ha IEPBOE
MeCTO.

— OnsTh TH 9TO TOBOPHIIh, - MPOGOPMOTaa S C TAKMM BHPaXKeHHUeM JIUIa, CJIOBHO He 3Hala,
CMesIThCSI MHE WJTH T1/TaKaTh.

Apenb cKa3a IOYTH TO Ke CaMoe B IIEPBLIM IeHb HAlllell BCTPEYH.

Ho Apentb He 3acMesiics.

— TvI TPOCTO OOJIKHA CKa3aTh, YTO XOYElh XKUTh. M g mo3abouych 06 0CTalbHOM.

4 B3rnsiHysa Ha Afens.

— Yro TH uMeers B Buay? 00 ocTarbHOM?

Y MeHs OBLUIO IJI0XO0€ IIPEefYyBCTBHE II0 3TOMY II0BOZY. 3aTeM B MOEU I'0JI0Be BHE3aIIHO IPOMEIbKHYII
pas3roBOp, KOTOPHIH ST KaK-TO BeJla ¢ Afesnem.

— A 4TO, ecnu Marus OTHUMET XKU3Hb He Y MeHs? YTO, eCJid UCIIOJIb30BaTh Ybl0-TO APYTYIO XKU3HB?
Pa3Be 3T0 HOPMAIBLHO - XKEPTBOBATh KEM-TO, C KEM [aXke HUKOTa He CTaJlKuBascsa, AHacTacus?

# HaxMypunacs.

— Pa3zBe s He roBopun Tebe? fd KaTErOpUYeCKHU IMPOTUB XKEePTBOIPUHOIIEHNUH JTIOMIEH.

— ByueT BpeMs UCKYIIUTh 3TU I'PEXH, T'JIABHOE, YTOORI ThI BBIKHIIA.

OH CKa3asl 3TO TakK YBePEHHO U HArjo, YTO S HE MOTJIa He OTBETUThH JUKUM 00pa30oM, IIOTOMY 4TO
OBlna Tak IMOTPsICEeHa.

— Tet xoues, YTOOH! I CHOBa CXBaTHJIa TeOs 3a BOPOTHUK?!



— Hy... MoxeT ObITh, ECTh KaKOH-TO [APYT0it Ccr1oco0.

Apenb CIIOKOMHO OITyCTHII T'7la3a, u30eras MOero B3rjisgaa. MHe cTajio XKapKo.

— Apens, TH, II0X02XK€e, COBCEM CO MHOH He COTJIaCeH.

OH TOMHO B3[OXHYJI ¥ CIIOKOMHO 3ar0OBOPUJIL:

— 4 yxe man tebe opuliraabHBEIE CJIOBA YTEIIEHUS U 000IPEeHUS, HO BCE PAaBHO HEYIHUBUTEJIBHO, UTO Y
Tebsia TPYIHOE BpeMs U THI yCTasla. TeM He MeHee Thl 0Y€Hb XOPOII0 9TO IepeHecsa. Jaxe B TOT
IeHb, KOTa MBI OTIIPABYMJIMCEH Ha (ecTHBasb HeOeCHBIX (hoHapei, Thl 0eCIIOKOuIach 000 MHE, XOTS

ato Tebe 6110 moxo. Jlopa Kiop Toxke ocKOpOUIT MeHSsI, HO THI 3JTUjIach, Kak OyATo 9T0 TeOs
ockopbunu. Pa3Be ofiuH UK [[Ba YejI0BeKa He ObIJIA OBl TOTOBEI OTAATh CBOM KK3HMU, IOTOMY YTO Y
AHacTacuu Takol 671arOpPOOHBIM XapaKTep?

— Trl gymaets, s COTIAIIyCh, €CJIU THl Gy/Ielb TOBOPUTD TaKyI0 epyHIy?!

qa 3aKpHn4daiia, HO Apenb He6pe}KHO IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJI MOX BCIIBIIIKH I'HEBA.

— 91 mpocTo mpuBén mpuMep. TBOsI peakmus 3a0aBHA.

KaxkoB y6momok!

He ycneB onoMHUTECS, 51 3abblyia, 4YTO coOupanach cka3aTh, ¥ GBIPKHYIA. Afle/b BOIPOCUTEIBHO
CKJIOHHJI T'OJIOBY.

— K coxarnenuto, 3aBTpa MHe OyHmeT TPyIHO IpuexaTh K AHacTacuu. & BCE elné Moy orpaHuYeHUuEM,
II09TOMY MHe He pa3pelnaT BHIXOOUTh. 1 ObiT Ob1 60JIee YeM CYaCT/IUB, eCu Obl THI CMOTIIa
HABECTUTh MeHs B IIOMecThe I'epIiora.

— 41 He cob6upaioch OBITH KATHOM, - BO3pPa3uiia s. B ToloBe mynbCHPOBAJIO.

Apenb BEN cebs Tak, CJIOBHO IIBITAJICS B30PBATh MOM pa3yM.

— A 49TO, ecnu 5 cueai YTo-HUOYIb MJI0X0€e, TIOKA Tl HE CMOTPHIIIL?

— Ax!

¢ BCKOuMIIa Ha HOTH B cjie3ax. Afiennb OB TaK CIIOKOEH.



— Tebe He HyKHO BEIOMpATH IPSIMO cerdac. f 3Haw0, YTO 3TO TPyAHOE pelreHue mis Tebs. Ho pa3se
TBHI HE MOXKEIIh OCTAThCS MOUM APYTOM [0 TeX Mop? AHAcTacus, Thl MHe HyxkHa. Thl coenaaa MeHs
TAKUM 3TOHUCTUYHBIM.

Kaxk TonmbKo 51 mocMOTpesia B I'1a3a Afens, s moxasesna o0 aToM. 1 He Morja n3bexkaTh ero KpacHbIX
ra3, KOTOPbIE CMOTPENIN Ha MEHS C PEIIUMOCThIO ¥ BI€UEHHUEM.

Apenb, TOCMOTPEB BHU3, CMOT ITOKOJIebaTh MOE caMoo0iiafaHKe.

bl CoepzXKrBajla BCe CBOX 9yBCTBaA.

[ToueMy Apnesb IPOAOIKAET BHIJIAAETh CEKCYalbHO?

YT0 3TO 3a ONTHYECKAS UIIO3UA?

4 momxkHa ckasaTh "HeT". { moikHa OblIa MPOMOIXKATh THYTh CBOIO JIMHUIO U30 BCEX CUIL.

— 4 MOTY JIMIIb HaBPEOUTh Tebe. HOSTOMy S DOJIZKHA CIIPOCHUTL. ThHI cMOXKelllb IIPUHATH MOIO CMepTB?

Moii poT UTHOPUPOBAJI MOX MBICIIM U [IBUTAJICS, KaK eMy 3abiaropaccyguTcs. Afienb OTpULa 9To.

— Her, HO 5 Oy#y menaTh BCE, YTO TH 3aX0Uelllb.

— IlpaBpga”?

¢ Tak HepBHUYAJA, YTO MO I'0JI0C copBasics. KapeTa ¢ rpoX0TOM 3aBepHYJIa 3a YroJl, 3aCTaBUB MEHS
CIIOTKHYThHCSI, HO AfIeJTb OCTOPOXKHO CXBATHJI MEHS 3a PYKY ¥ YCaOWII Ha CKaMbIo.

— A noyeMy HeT? Thl MOXKeIIb TOIIPOOOBATS.

4 Habmogarna 3a CBOMM TJIaBHBIM repoeM-MYKUMHOM, KOTOPBIA TOIBKO Ceivac PacKphlsl CBOU
MCTUHHLIE HAMEPEHUS.

HeCMOTpH Ha 3aMeIlaTesbCTBO, AIesb ImogyMalji, 94TO OH Ha CaMOM [eJI€ IIbITAeTCA OBITDH
BHUMAaTEJIbHEIM KO MHE, YTOORI OBITDH psagoMm co MHOH, HE YYBCTBYA ce0st BHHOBATHIM.

OH x0TeJ1, 4TOOH 9 Bejia ceOs aToucTUYHO. Ho OH TakXke X0Tesl, 4TOOH s 0CO3HaIa, Kakoe O0JIbIIoe
BIIUSTHUE ST OKa3BIBAI0 Ha HETO, B TO K& BPeMs YETKO 0CO3HaBas pPeajbHOCTh. FIHaue OH He cKa3a
Ob1, uTO OYHET [enaTh BCE, UTO 5 3aX0Yy.



— Tloka st Tebe Bepio.

Korpga st oTBeTHIIa, KapeTa OCTAaHOBUIIACh. AfleNib OTBETHII C VIIBIOKOM.

— CooxkoiHo# HOUM, AHACTaCHUSI.

OH ocTaBuI MHE BEIOOD.

BymeT 11 OH MPO0JIKaTh OBITH 6JIATOPOIHBIM U XOPOIIKUM TJIaBHEIM T'e€POeM, KAaKUM OH ObLJI, HJIX OH
PacKpOoeT CBOIO MPUPOMY, KOTOPasi MOXKeT OBITh O0JIee TIOPOYHOM, UeM s MOTY ceGe MPeCTaBUTh?

Ho s coBceM He Oosnack Anens. Ckopee, S HaX0XKy 9T0 HEMHOTO ITOAJIBIM, TPEBOXKHEIM ¥ HEMHOTO
MuIeIM. KaxeTcs, g CX0XKy C yMa...

B mo6oMm crydae, s TOYHO He MOTY OCTaBUTDb AZlesisi B TAaKOM COCTOSTHUH.

OH cKa3as YTo-TO CTPAINHOE, KaK OYyATO yKe M0KEePTBOBAJ KUBEIM YEJIOBEKOM Pafiyd JIEYEHUST MOeH
6one3nu. OH cKasaj, u4To cHesaeT BCE, 0 YEM S eTro IIOMPOITy, HO BCE PaBHO HET HUKAKOU TapaHTUY,
YTO OH 3TOT0 He ChefaerT.

Br110 04eBUOHO, KakK OTpearupyeT I'epiior, ecnu 3To IPOU30UAET.  MOJIKHA OCTAHOBUTH €TO0.

U camoe rmasHOE...

Kak oH cMeeT 3aCTaBIATh MeHS Tak ce0sl 4yBCTBOBATH!

KoHeuHO, y Hero ObIJIM Ha TO MIPUYMHEI, HO S BCE PAaBHO YYBCTBYIO HECIIPABEIIUBOCTL! MesKas u
IeTcKasi MeCcTh BO MHE U3BHUBAETCS!

4 papa, 4TO MHe He IPHUIIIOCH PACCTaThCA C AflesieM, U g pafa CJbIIaTh, YTO Y Afenis TOXe eCTh
yyBCTBa KO MHe. Ho 3T0 1 TO - pa3Hble Bemu! 4 4yBCcTBYIO cebst 00UXKEHHOM U3-3a TOTO, YTO
IIpoIiaKasa Lielyo Hefenwo!

— Byap 0CTOpOXeH B IyTH, AfeNib.

4 Muno ynelOHyIach ¥ IPUHSTIA PELIeHNe.

ThI cKa3aJi, 4To ST MOTY IIompo0oBaTh, Ja? XOPOIIo, TOTHa YBUAUMCS 3aBTpPa.

Brinm comueyntit meHb. $1 OblIa omeTa B CBETIIO-(GHMOIETOBOE IIJIaThe C BOJIOCAMH, COOPAaHHEIMU BMECTE



Imocjiie OoJiroro BpeMeHu.

4 BCE elné 4yBCTBYI0 ce6s1 HEMHOTO YCTaBIlel, HO cerofHs s cobupanach HEHAOJIT0 OCTaTLCSA B
nnoMecThe ['eprora. MHe Hy>KHO BCTPETUTHCA C ['epIiorom...

T'eprior Maruyc memnan GOJBIIYI0 YacTh CBOeH paboThl B 0COOHSIKe. Ecmu Ol 51 He 3HAsla HUYEero
1og00HOT0 paHbIle, s1 OBl MOAyMaJjia, YTO OH MMPOCTO HEHABUOUT [[BOpPeI], HO Temeps 5 JyMaio, YTO 9TO
[I7IsI TOr0, YTOOBI OH MOT ITPHUCMATPUBATD 3a AflefieM.

B mro6oM cnydae, To, uTo ['epIior Haval BCephE3 OTPaHUYUBATE TIOBeHeHe Afersi, He GBITI0 XOPOIIUM
3HAKOM.
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