Kapeta ocTaHOBUIach, U AfIENb BHIIIET, @ 3aTEM MIPOTSIHYJI MHE PYKY.

— JlepXu MEHS 3a PyKY.

Hamu rima3a BCTPETHNINCE, ¥ AfIeNb 3aKPBI IJ1a3a U YIbOHyIcsS. OH pa3kKuUraeT BO MHE KECTOKOe
BO30yXKIeHHEe, KOTOPOE MOXKET pa3faBUTh Moé cepaue. He 3Hat0, HAX0XKYyCh 1K 51 HA TPAHU
IIPUTOBOPA K CMEPTH UM NTePekUBal0 BOCKPEIIEHNUE.

Apenb, 0 4YEM THI JyMaellb?

¢ cxBaTHIIa ero 3a PyKy ¥ BHIIIUTA U3 KapPETH.

BeueprHKa IpoXofuiia B 0COOHSIKe, TpuHaAnexaieM ['epuory Bnuccy. 4 mymana, 4To BUIIa
Mapxku3sa Knoma Obisia JOBOIBHO GOJIBIION, HO 3TO OBIJIO HUYTO II0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C 9THM MECTOM.

Bokpyr 66110 MHOTO 0XpaHHUKOB. IIIyM OBIJT CIIBIIIIEH HaKe CHapyKu 37aHus. KoHeuHo, 3To Oblyia He
OYEeHb KYJIbTYpHAs BEUYEPUHKA.

4 nocnepoBasna BMecTe ¢ AfgeneM B 3aJl, TAe IIpOXOoaujia BE4YEPUHKA. Ho KakK TOJIbKO MEI BOIIIITH,
Be€4YepPHHKa BHE3aIllHO CMOJIKJIA.

Bce, He3aBUCHUMO OT 110714, CMOTPeNy Ha MeHs. Pa3maricst 3BOH CTEKJIa, YIaBIIero Ha Mmoj U
Pa36UBIIIET0Cs O CTOJ, 32 KOTOPHIM cobpaiuch Mojiogsie moau. Ho HUKTO He 00paTu/l BHUMAHUS Ha
3TOT 3BYK.

— 4 cTpanHO ce6s1 YyBCTBYIO.

[To KakoW-TO IpUYKHE s GBlJIa CMYyIIEHa, 03TOMY, KOTfia s Mpo0opMOoTaia 3TH CJI0Ba, HE 0CO3HABas
3TOTO, JIIOY HAYaJIU IePeNIEnTEBATCS.

— Te1 970 crbiman? OHa TOJIBKO YTO roBopunia!

— OHa meNCTBUTEIbHO HACTOSIIUYA YeJI0BeK?

— Ona nBuxeTtcs!

— OHa gpimuT, na’?

4 Bac cnslmty, pedsital



4 cTapanach COXpaHSTh CIIOKOWCTBUE, HO BCE PAaBHO YyBCTBOBaja Cce0si 0Y4eHb HEJIOBKO, TPUBIIEKAs
BHHUMAHWE TOYTH COTHHU JIIOMEH.

Koneuno, Mpuna paboTtana ycepaHee, yeM 00BIYHO, YTOOR YKPACUThL MEHS, HO Aflelib, YeJIOBEK,
nepen KOTOPHEIM 5T X04Y XOPOILIO BHITJISAETh, TOX0XKE, COBCEM He OeCIIOKOUTCS!

[Touemy BHI, pebsiTa, TaK pearupyere?

— AHacTacus, Thl BHITJISSOUIID 00JILHOM.

— JlaBHEHBKO 51 He GBIBaja B MIOOHOM MecTe. HaBepHOe, U3-3a TAKOTO.

4 warHysa Buepén, Kak O6yATo 1A 10 JIbAY.

Bornee aByX COTEH ria3 MoCienoBaly 3a MHOM.

BrIno CTPAIlIHO BUOETH, KaK JIIOOX YYyTKO PEarupyioT Ha KaXKpaoe MO€ IOBU2KEHHE. KpOMe TOTO, JIII
Knon u CeCTpa-3HOJIefIKa TO2Ke CMOTpPEJIX Ha MEHI.

¢l Ha MrHOBeHUE ITOCMOTpPesIa Ha O0JIbIIyI0 KJIETKY 1103a[id CEeCTPHI-37T0fieliK1. BHYTpHU HEE HAaXO[UIICS
OTPOMHLIN 3BePb, MOX0KHUY Ha JIeomapaa.

TakoBa Oblyta KepTBa 3Toro YnuumeMme. Tak 3HAYKUT 9TO IpaBaa. BHe3amHO 3aroBopuit Afmens, CJI0BHO
3aMeTHB M0€ OeCIIOKOHCTBO:

— He mepe#iT 11 HaM Ha MUHYTKY Ha Teppacy?

— Ila, HaAM JIy4mie IMOTOPOIIUTECA.

Kak TonbKO 5T KUBHYIA, Afle/Ib IIOBEJI MeHs Ha Teppacy. ToabKo TOTrga HEKOTOPHIE JIIOOU 3aMeTHIIH,
YTO MBI COOHMPAEMCS BEIUTH.

— Jlopg Margyc! {1 maBHO Te6s He BuAen!

Mornogou 4esoBeK, CTOSBILNM IIepeq OBEPHIO, BeAylller Ha Teppacy, Caesai BU, 4YTO He IIOHUMaeT
HAIlIUX HaMepeHUH, 1 TOMBITAJICS 3arOBOPUTH C HUM, HO AleJIb JIETKO ITPOU3HEC:

— IIpoctu. {1 norosopio ¢ To6OM mO3XKe.

MyX4rHa IMKUPOKO PACKPHIT I'/1a3a.



Boxe, TH MBITAEIIbLCS PaCCTaBUThb HpI/IOpI/ITeTBI?

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO Be4epHUHKA TOJIbKO Hadajaach, HO Teppaca Onla mycTa. BooxHyB
CBeXUM BO3MYX, S HEMHOTO pacciiabunace.

Vrx, 3auem s BooOI1e 31ecs?

Tenepb 4 IMMOHKWMal0, IT04YeMYy OPUTHUHAJIbHAA AHacrtacus u3 KHUTH PEenKo BEIXOOHJIa B CBET.

Brnusinve HeoOrYaHOM KpPacoTel AHacTacuu CHHKIIEP OBIJIO 3a ImpeesiaMu BOOOpakeHus.

Ecnu mogymats, TO 9TO UHTEPECHO.

[Touemy nucaTenb coenan AHacTaCHUi0 HeCpaBHEHHOM KpacaBullei? Pa3Be riaBHas repouHs HE
OOIXKHA 3aHATh MECTO CaMOU KPaCHBOM KEHITUHLL B Mupe? [laxke cecTpa-3Nnofgerika MOXET B3ATh Ha
ce0s 3Ty pOJib.

Ho nmouemy AHacTacus, KOTOpas BCETO JINIIb BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIN IePCOHaX, YMPET B PaHHEM
BO3pacrTe?

Moé nrixaHuMe IOCTENEeHHO CTa0UIN3UPOBaIOoCh. S ornsinenach B IOUCKaX CTy/la U Halla cTonuk. Ha
CTOJIUKE CTOSIJIM TeYeHbe U CTAKAHbI C PA3HOIIBETHEIMU HAMKUTKAMHU.

— 3Iech TOXe eCTh CTOJIHK.

Kak pa3 BOBpeMHI. YT00OH YTOJIUTE KaXKNOy, g B3sJla CTAaKdH, HaIlOJTHEHHBIN PO30BEIM HAIIUTKOM, HO
Apenb BHE3AIIHO 0CTAHOBUII MEHS OT TOTO, YTOOBI 1 BHIIIUJIA €T0.

— AHacTacus, 9To IIaMIIaHCKoOe.

— BRIrIAguT BKYCHO.

[Naxuert BuIIHEH!

— Her, Tebe Henb3d.

Apenb X7agHOKPOBHO 3abpast cTaKaH U3 MOUX PYK.

— TbI BCE paBHO 3ALIUTHUIIL MEHS, YTO OBl HU CIIyYUJIOCH, - ITPOBOPYATaA 5.



I[To KpaiiHel Mepe, Tl TIOMOKEIITh MHE He YIAaPUTLCS T'OJIOBOM O CTEHY.

KpacHrie rna3a Afenst ObIIM yCTpeMJIEHH Ha MEHS.

— Trl MHe moBepsieln?

— A pa3sBe 3TO He 0YEBUOHO? - OTBETHUIIA S BOIIPOCOM Ha BOIIPOC.

BpoBe Apens cnerka g€pHYIach.

— ITaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO y TeOsI HOCTATOUYHO MPUYUH 0OBUHATH MEHS?

MHe 10Ka3a10Ch, YTO MEI YZXKe roBOpuin 00 aTom. 4 cTosa, IIPUCIIOHUBIINCE K IIEPHUIIAM.

9TO0 4yBCTBO BHMHHI HACTOSIEEe UMK (asibIIUBOE?

4 He 3HANIA HU OHOTO U3 CEeKPETOB Apens.

OmHaKO OH MOHUMAJI, YTO ero 0y1arve HaMepeHus ObITM Pe3yIbTaTOM 00y4YeHusI, ¥ YTO er0 YyBCTBA
OLL/IN JIOKHELIMU.

Tak KaKOBEI Ke ero HactosIme smonuu? O 4€M OH JyMaeT, TI0YeMy TaK CMOTPUT Ha MeHs? YTo oH
cobupaeTcss MHE CKa3aTh?

— 4 He 3a0wl1a.

— ¢ BCE moMHIO.

4 TOpBKO paccMesnace.

— B camom pmene? Ho THI BCE elllé 37ech, YTOOH YBUETh MEHS? ITO 0YeHb JTI00E3HO C TBOEH
CTOPOHEHL...

{1 He Oblna yBepeHa, YTO He OyAy MOTPsICeHa, faXe eCI CTOJIKHYCh JIUIIOM K JIULY ¢ AfeneM,
II09TOMY OTBEPHYJIacCh.

Y Bapyr Amenb nopomeéen 6auxe.

— IlocMOTpH Ha MeHS.



Ero cnosa Owtu 00j1€e HATJIBIMU, YeM JII000e NelCTBHE.

Mos ronosa 4 Tak 3a0KUTa MEICIISIME O Tebe.

91 emBa IMOMHsIIA TOJIOBY U MIPUKYCHUIIa Ty0y.

B TeHHM paHHEro Bedepa ero riasa Cusiad. Huuero He BeIpazKarolee U0, 6eras Koxa, IPsSIMOo# HOC,
KpenKue IIe4n.

OH BRITISIOUT KakK menesp, CO3maHHBIN borom.

— AHacracus, s OTIMYaloCh OT BCEX OCTANIbHAEIX. Thl MOXKeEIh OBITh B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, TOIBKO €CIIH
Oymelrb XKUTH IO YbUM-TO OOUTETHHBIM OKOM BCIO OCTABLIYIOCS XKU3HB. MeHs yOeauno
npegynpexaeHre MOero 0TIia, I09TOMY 5T XOTeJl, YTOOHI THI iepKaack OT MeHs mogasnbiie. Tak s He
IIOJIBePTHY Te0sI OMacHOCTH.

— Tl He omaceH, - Bo3pa3una 1. Afenb cnabo yae0HyICS.

— PaHbIm1e g genan To, 4TO JTIOON COWIN OBl YZKaCHBIM. Bot nmoyeMy MO OTeIl TAaK BHUMATEJIEH KO
MHE... - IPOIIeIITaJI OH IIeYaJlIbHee, YeM KOFH&-J’II/I60.

— Yo OBl 9TO HU OBINIO, y2KE BCE IO-IPYTOMY.

— IIa, HO 9TO He MOTOMY, YTO SI COXKaJiel0 0 CBOEM IIPOIIJIOM, a ITIOTOMY, YTO S He X04y, YTOOH MeHS
3amepxanu(rocagumm).

4 otomna ot IIepuiI 1 Ioagoiiiia K Aperro.

4 ycrmeiiana, Kak ¢ APyrod CTOPOHH ABEPH IIadYeT 3Beph. [1oxoxke, 4To YuunmMeMe HaKOHEI[-TO
HayvaJiCsl BCEPhES.

be3ymHas BeuepuHKa.

— ...4TO CJIy4YUJIOCh?

— IIpocTtu. {1 He X04y TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM 3MECH.

Anenb OTBETU BEXKJIMBLEIM TOHOM, IIPOCA ITIOHMMaHUA, 3aTeéM OH HEKOTOPO€E BpeMd MOJI49aJl, HO
BCKOP€E BHOBbL 3daT'OBOPHII:



— B TOT meHb MOt OTEI[ CHJIBHO PacCePAMIICS, KOTHa ThI BOT TaK yIIa. I CMOT IPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha
CETONHSIIHEN BeYePUHKE TOJIBKO U3-3a 00eIIaHust, KOTopoe s fan Tebe.

JIMHETT TOoXKe CKa3ajla MHe, YTO Afiesb He BRIXOIUIT U3 IoMa, KakK U ['epIior B IocjieqHee BpeMs.
[eplor meiCTBUTENBHO TIATEILHO KOHTPOIMPOBAJI U MTOMABISII CBOETO CHIHA.

— TrI MHe paccKaXellb?..

— Amnacracud, g Xouy, YTOOKI THI CaMa IIPpHUHAJIA PEHIEeHNE. To4YHO Tak Xke, Kak u 4.

Ero cnosa 3By4aJii TaK XKeCTOKO, c00a3HUTENIBHO U CIIAfIKO.

— 41 man Tebe IIaHC HeOeI0 Ha3ak, HO THI, IIOX0XKeE, eIlé He [0 KOHIlA 9TO MOoHsIa. T IPOCHIa MEeHS
00 MCKPeHHOCTH. THI CKa3aJa, 4YTo MHEe O0JIbHO HEMCKPEeHHEe OTHOCUTHCS K TeOe. Thl Tak 3a00THIITLCS
000 MHe. Hagerocs, TH He YCIOXHUIIL MHE 3afaydy.

qa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa TEIIJIOTY B TOM, KaK OH CMOTPE€JI Ha MEeHA.

— Ila, 1 TOTOB UCIIOJIHUTD TBOU KeJIaHUS U II0Ka3aTh CBOE cepple. Eciu Th X0ouelb, 1 0CIyIIaCch
BOJIX MOETO OTIIa, S 0TKaXKyCh OT JOOPOM BOJIK U IIPUTBOPCTBA, U Oyoy OTHOCUTLCA K Tebe Tak, Kak s
IEeNCTBUTEILHO YYBCTBYIO. f Gonbiie He Oyny TeOs oTTanKuBaTh. MoXKeT ObITh, BCE OyAET I0-
[IpPyToMy, 4eM paHbllle, HO 51 Oyny JienesiTh U 100UTh Tebs. MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO TO, Yero s Xouy. BoT
II04YeMy s IPOHOJIXKal0 YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 TaK CTPaHHO.

— ...Apmens?

— Ho kako# BO BCEM 3TOM CMBICJI, €CJTH ThI B KOHIIe KOHI[OB MCIIYTaelllbCsl MeHS IOCJIe TOTr0, KaK
otoaM Tebe cBOE cepprue? MHTEpEeCHO, MOXKHO JIX TakK CUJIBHO PUCKOBaTh? 10 CpaBHEHUIO C TIOTepei
Te0sI MOM YyBCTBA CIMIIKOM HE3HAUUTEJbHbL. ECITM MBICIUTh PallOHAIBHO, S NONIKEH ObITh
YIOOBIIETBOPEH U 3TUM. AHACTaCUsI, MHE HPaBUIMCh OQHUITMATIbHEIE OTHOIIEHHUS, TIOKA S MOT
BCTpedaThcs ¢ ToO0#. Ho T BCE 3TO BpeMs CBOAKIIa MEHS C yMa.

¢l BCIIOMHMIIa CTPaHHOE TPOTHBOPEYHe, KOTOPOe IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOTHA. AMleNlb CKa3asl, YTO I HUUeM
He OT/JIMYaloCh OT IPYTUX, HO IPH 9TOM OH CKA3aJll, UYTO He YBepPeH B TOM, YTO CIIPABUTCS C MOEH
CMEPTHIO.

¢ mpuHsIa oTKa3 Afens, X0Ts B HEM ObIJT OIMH COMHUTEIbHEIM MOMEHT. Ecnu g ympy, Agenb
OCTaHeTCsl oouH. M OH cTapajics He UATH IPOTHUB Bou ['epIiora.

4 He Morya ocTaBaThCs ¢ AfeneM OO0 KOHIIA CBOEU XKU3HU, I03TOMYy MHe IIPUIIOCH YUTH.

Y meHs HeT IIPUYHKH, KPOME KaK IIOTEPATE IIEPBOro 4eJjIOBEKa, KOTOprfI MHE IIOHPAaBUIICA, U 51



HHUKOT'Ta HE CMOT'Y BOSHEHABHUJETh 3TOI0 MaJIb9YHKa, KOTOpBIfI OTOaBall MHE BCE CBOE BpeMsi.

Hert, ctomn! Tonbko He 3T0!

¢ HeCKONBbKO pa3 MOPTHYIa.

— [1-momok oy, IOYeMy THI IIBITAEIILCS CleNlaTh MHE TaKOe CTPAIIHOe IpeaynpexuaeHue?

Apenp TpoCcTo yIIEIGaCs.

— 91 He mpuuuHIO TeOe Bpega. OgHAKO MOK OTeIl CKal3aJl, YTO HUKTO He MPUMEeT MeHs 6JIM3K0 K
cepauy. U g cornmacuncs ¢ HuM. He3aBucuMoO OT TOT0, HACKOJIbKO 51 06pa30BaH, S HUUEro He MOTy
oJiesiaTh C TeM, YeM 5 Bcerma OBI C CaMOro poXaeHus. f He 3HaI0, KOTHa U IMPU KaKuX
00CTOSTEILCTBAX S IIOCTABIIIO TeOS B HEJIOBKOE IIOJI0KEHHE.

— Ho 3auem gaBaThk MHE IIPaBO PeNIaTh?

— Ecnu xouerns, s pacckaxy Tebe Bce CBOM CeKpeThl. Ho 9TO 03HaYaeT, YTO TH BEIOMpPAEIIIb,
petnaelns ¥ Oepérb Ha ce6st 0OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. [TpuOMU3UIILCS TH KO MHe UK HeT. Eciu TH He
yBepeHa, 0XKaIyucTa, 3a0yob 0 CBOMX YYBCTBaX KO MHeE.

— Ax...

Mo pOT IMIUPOKO PACKPHIT.

Thl Oymelns OTHOCUTHCS KO MHE OT BCETO ceppia?

To1 Oymetrs 3a00TUTHCSE 000 MHE U JTIOOUTh MEHS?

— Ho 3naems uto? Ecnu g COrJIallyCh, HE 3aKOHYHUTCA JIKN 3TO TaK XK€, KaK U Torga? - CIIPOCHIIA 4,
Hamesch, 4To Anensb pa3peniuT MOu IIOO03PEHU .

— AnHacTacus, Thl MOSI IparoleHHOCTh. d He Xxouy oTepsATh Te6s. B mobom ciydae, S JOmXKeH Oyny
IPUYUHUTH KOMY-TO 6071b. Mo¥ oTell omacaeTcst MeHsi. Ho st He Gporry Tebs.
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