Kak xe cnoxHo. 4 gomXKHa KakK-TO 3aCTaBUTh JIMHETT UCILITEHIBATE KO MHE OTBPAIlleHHUE. l"opa3110
JIy4dIle IMIOKOHYHUTE C 3THUM KaK MO2KHO CKOpee, 9eM OBITD HpOKHﬂTOfI.

Yro Ke MHe fenaTth? MHe IOKOBEIPSTH B HOCY MJTH YTO-TO €IIE? A 4TO MHE [efaTh, eCIU Y MEeHS 4TO-
TO 3aCTpsyIo B 3y0ax? HeT, MHe Hy>KHO 4TO-TO 60jIee KOHKPETHOE...

4 BOPYT BCIIOMHUIIA O IIOPTPETE, KOTOPHIN AepxKasa B pykax. Koneyno! Het Huyero nyyiue, yeM 370!

— Torpa g Hapucyo TBou noptpetT! BoT Kak s pucyro, Kiacc, ga?!

4 cynyna noptpert B nuLo JIuaeTT. ['Ma3a JIMHETT pacIIupUIUCh.

— 0%, Boxe.

JIMHETT cMOTpesia Ha MOM IIOPTPET, ¥ OUeHb MEeJIeHHO ¥ C OCTOPOXKHBLIM BHIPazKeHHUeM JIUIla U
IIPOU3HECTIA:

— XM... 4TO 3[IeCh HapUCOBAHO? f1 BUXKY IPUMHUTUBHOE YeJIOBEYECKOE CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE
B300pasiock Ha gepeBo, 4ToOb coOpaTh OGaHAHEI, HO yIIaji0 BHU3, YOAPUIOCh TOJIOBOM O KAMEHb,
OTCKOYHMJIO OT KaMH$ ¥ yIajio co cKaiel? { yragana?

— Ax, Hy...

Heyxenu Bcé Tak mmoxo?

— IllyTka. 9T0 Ju1, ga?

OTa cecTpa-37omeika coo6pa3uTebHa.

— CoBepIiIeHHO BEPHO.

— U THI X04ellb CKa3aTh, YTO HAPUCYELIb U MEHS TOXe?

4 kuBHYIIA.

— ...AHacTracus, 3Haelllb, YTO 51 HeHaBUXKY 00JIbIlle BCero? YpOaInBoe, HEIPUATHOE, TPSI3HOE,
cMylalee 1 0CKOpOIsioIee MO KPacoTy.

q HEepPBHHYAJIa U XK[aJjla, YTO OHA CKaXeT OaJIbIle.



Teneps TH cOOMpAELILCS CKa3aTh, YTO pa30yapoBaHa BO MHE, fa?

Tl ymapulllb MeH4 110 LieKe?

— Ho maxe ecnu s ¥ 37TI0Ch... MOE CepIle TaeT, KOTa s BUXKY TBOE JTUI0. I HUKOTa pPaHbIIe Tak
ce0s1 He YyBCTBOBAsA.

— Yro?

4 comHeBasnach B CBOUX YyIIIax.

— 4 cnermana, uto moub ['pada CuHKIEpPa OUYeHb KpacuBa, HO 51 OblIa HACTPOEHA CKEIITHYECKH,
TIOTOMY YTO BCE 3TO OO IIKIBYIIUM 06akoM*. Ho Temeps s 6e3yMHO 371a Ha cebs 3a To, YTO
BCTPETUJIACh C TOOOW TaK MO3MHO. AHACTACHS, 5T TPU3HA0 3TO0. TH JOCTAaTOYHO GECIIEHHBIN YeNI0BeK,
YTOOBI PA3PYIIUTh MOU LEHHOCTH. [lyMalo, Thl MHE TIOHPABUINLCS, MaXKe eCJIy OyIenrb BHKAIBIBATh
JTUYUHOK, - TpoOopMoTasna JIMHETT ITy00KHUM 3aJyMYUBEIM I'OJIOCOM.

(IT.m: *becroYBEHHBIMY CIyXaMu.)

9T0 ¢nar cmepTu? Y MeHS ¥ TaK OCTAJIOCh BCETO [iBA rOfia, HEYXKeJU TENpPeb I IPOKUBY eIlle
MeHbIe?!

— VMm....

— Bennas AnacTacusi, KOTOPO# Cy>KAeHO ObLIIO yMepeTh, He 3Has, KOTfia, X0Ts OHa 1 o6jlafaeT
KPacoTo#, MOI06HOM CMEePTENbHOMY Sy, KOTOPHIM MOXKET OTPABUThH KaXKAOT0... ITO yKe CIUIIKOM. 5
X04y no0aBuUTh T€OST B CBOIO KOJIIEKIHI0. Ecu GBI ST TOJIBKO MOTJIa CXBAaTUTh TeOsi, OTHECTH B

TIOJIBaJI ¥ OLIEHUTH TBOIO KPACOTY B OMMHOYECTBE, TOKYa He YMPY...

— JIuneTT, TH ceidac TOBOPHUIIb YTO-TO OYEHB OIIaCHOE.

CecTpa-370ie#ika 0CO3Hasa TO, YTO CKa3asia ¥ 3aKphla PyKaMu poT.

— Ox, npoctu! Tel Beb He 3nMUIIbCS, Aa? Ecnu MeHs BO3HEHaBUAUT AHacTacus, s ynagy B 00MOpPOK
oT moka. OX, KaK y»KaCHO, ITPOCTO IIPeICTaBUB HeUTO MOoJ00HOe, 3TO PAHUT MOE cepalle. A u He
3HaJla, YTO THl TaKas MATKOCepAeyYHas.

E€ 3acTeHuuBHIM T0J10C OB TaK MIPHBIIEKATENIEH, YTO MOE cepflle OelIeHo KOJIOTUIIOCE, HO S yXKe
TIOTepsiJia BCIO CBOI0 MOTHUBAIIHIO.

Bcé paBHO g CKOpO yMpYy, dhiiar cMepTH yxKe OB YCTaHOBIIEH. ..



— 4 mory ugrtu?

4 mepzkana B pyKax IOPTPeT, pa3ayMbiBasi, HE HApUCOBATh JIM €€ MOPTPET CPa3y Ke II0 MPUXOoAy
IOMOM.

CeCTpa-snoneﬁKa Chellajia HEBUHHO€ JIMIIO.

— Hy xoneuHno! Twl cka3ana, 4TO HapuCyellb MeHs, TaK YTO JaBail JOroBOpuMcs 0 BCcTpede. Korga
Tebe OymeT ymobHo? Yepes uyac? Yepes mBa? TailHO BCTPETUMCS B IIOJTHOYB?

[Toxoxke, OHa yxKe CTasa 3nonerkoi. OHa yke 6e3HaOEKHBEIN CITydal.

¢ MeqIeHHO MOMSITHIIaCh U GBICTPO CKa3asa:

— 91 mpunutio Tebe THCHMO, KOTTIa IOIPABIIOCh. Torma ¥ BCTPETHMCH.

3aTeM s cpa3y e pa3BepHYJach ¥ ORICTPO 3alllaraa Mpoyb, a JINHETT KPUKHYIA B OTBET:

— 4 6yny xpmaTs!

HeoxoTHO OT'JIAHYBIIUCE, 4 YBUOEJI4, KaK ceCTpa-3n0;[eI71Ka MallleT MHe pYKOﬁ Ona Tak SAPKO
ynbl6anacr>, YTO 3TO Ka3aJIOCh a6cypHHBIM.

# BBICTPO cena B KapeTy U CMOrJjia TepeBecTy AyX TOJIBKO TOT[a, KOra HaKOHell TOKKHYJIa TIOMeCThe
Mapkusa.

— 9-9Ta cecTpa OBljIa CTPAIIHOM. ..

Mowu pyku BCE elné gpoxaiu. 51 Oklla Tak COCPeNoToOYeHa Ha TOM, UTOOH T06equTh JIla, YTOo
COBepIIEHHO 3a0kIIa, YTO 9Ta CECTPa-37I0HeliKa BCcerna Oblyia PSIIoM C HUM.

XOTs 9TH [BOE HE UCIBITHIBAIM ITyOOKOHM IPUBSI3aHHOCTH APYT K OPYTY, OHU YaCTO BCTPEYAIUCh 110
Mepe He0OXOOUMOCTH.

Eit HpaBU/IOCH KpaCcHBOe JIUIO Ollla U eTr0 HeoOy3naHHOe [TOBeIeHHE.

Ecmu ImoayMaTh, TO OHa, IIOX02XKe, 9YTO-TO 3aMETHUIIA...

— C BO3BpallleHUEM.



Korga s Brimna u3 KapEeThI, MEHs ITPUBETCTBOBAJI KpaCI/IBHﬁ MyXK4YMHa, KOTOpBIfI CJIOBHO COIIIEJI CO
CTPpaHuIl CKA3KH.

B 9TOT MOMEHT BCE BOKDPYT MEHS CTajl0 OCNIENUTEIbHBIM. JTO OBITIO TaK, KaK OyATO g BIEPBhHIe
yBUfeJa CONTHeYHEIN CBEeT, Oyaydr 3aKII0UEHHOY B TEMHOM U MPa4yHOM MeCTe.

— Apens! 4 ckyuana 1o Tebe!

4 obHsima Agens, cama TOro He oco3HaBasi. OCBexKaloIi apoMaT IUTPYCOBLIX KOCHYJICS KOHUMKA
MOET0 HOCa, ¥ 1 paccMesinach.

Apenb GBI, KaK BCerfia, BEKJIUB, II03TOMY S OTCTYIIKIIa Ha3af.

— Xya, Teneps 51 YyBCTBYIO ce0s1 HEMHOTO CIIOKOMHEe.

— Tl BHITTISIAUIND yCTaBIIe, AHacTacusi. He GymeT nu nydiie, eCiy Thl HEMHOTO OTHOXHEIIh?

Apensb IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHA BCTPEBOZXKEHHBIMU I'JITa3dMH.

— 41 B mopsake. IlepeoeBanue 3aHII0 MHOTO BpeMeHH, 6yIeT HalrpacHOM TPaToi BPEMEHH, ECIH S
OTISATH TlepeofieHych. [Toimeém nourpaeM. TebGe OBITIO CKyYHO XKAaTh MeHs, fa? - xpabpo cka3ana f.

— 4 BomHOBACH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH TOYHO IIOIMEITA€TCA OTOMCTUTDH Tebe.

4 cormacunack ¢ AgeneM.

— Hy, g Toxe Tak gymaro, Beb y HErO TakKou XapakTep. Kcratu, Tl HAOXKuUI elle ONHO 3aKIuHaHUe
Ha Oma?

b CIIPOCHUJIa €T0, IIOTOMY 4YTO BCIIOMHHIIQ, YTO CKad3adJjld CeCTpa-snoneﬁKa, a Agens YHBIGHYHCH,
CKad3aB:

— Hy, Bpope Toro.

— 4 cnplmana, 4To Iy HPaBATCS KPaCUBble JEBYIIKY, HO OH OBLI XOJIOEH CO MHOM.

CecTtpa-3nopeiika BIoOKIach B MO0 KpacoTy! KoHeYHo, 3T0 HeX0poIIo!

— OH B35 Te0sT 3a PYKY U HazKe MOJIy4HI B IOAAPOK OPTPET, KOTOPHIN TH cAesana. S TONbKO
OTPAHUYMII eT0 CeKCyallbHOE XKeJlaHKe, alllleTUT U COH MPUKOCHOBEHUEM TBOEH PYKH, YTOOHI



IIPENOTBPATUTh HEYMECTHEIE YYBCTBA. DTOT 3G QPEKT MPOATIUTCS HECKOIBKO THEH.

910 OBIn GONIee peIuTeNbHEIN OTBET, YEM 51 AyMasia. A TIOPTPeT ceryac jexkan B KapeTe...

Anenb, eCTECTBEHHO, CMEHUIT TeMy, KOTria A 3akosebanach.

— Te0Oe MOHPABUIIOCH TBOE IIEPBOE CBETCKOE coOpaHue?

— Brino npustHO, Bce OblM bak foOpH. Jlenu JIuHeTTHsa bnucc Obiyia 0cO6eHHO M1ia CO MHOH, -
HeOpexkHO mpobopMoTania .

4 cmemnarna BU[, YTO He 3aMeTHIIa IPUCTANIBHOTO B3TIsAma Aens.

— 41 yxe HECKONbKO pa3 BcTpeyascs ¢ Jlemu Biucc. OHa Kymuia ra3enb-aaIb0MHOCA, KOTOPYIO S
TIOMMaJ Ha IOCJIeqHEM OXOTHUYLEM COPEBHOBAHUY, CKA3aB, YTO XO0YET HAOUTD e€*,

(IT.m: *TakcugepMus — Croco0 U3rOTOBIEHUS PeanUCTUYHBIX N300pakKeHU (4ydes) JKUBOTHBIX,
OCHOBOY IIPU KOTOPOM SIBSIETCS IIKYypa XKHUBOTHOTO.)

— JlonkHa N1 9 CKa3aTh, 9YTO 3TO XOPOIIO, YTO TOIBKO KUBOTHLIE MOTYT OLITH YydenaMu?.. -
mpobopMoTasa s TUXUM I'0JI0COM.

CaMmoe cTpalllHOe B CecTpe-3yioferike OBII0 TO, YTO OHa BooOIIe He 3a60THIach O IPYTUX JTIOIIX
BOKPYT HEé U 4TO OHa OymeT HAIlOJIOBUHY CyMAcCIIe/Ilei, IoKa He IOIYYUT B CBOU PYKH TO, UTO ei
HY2KHO.

U eé 00beKTOM BOXK[EIeHUS O0BIYHO OBIITIO penkoe, sipKoe U KpaCuBO€ 2 KMBOTHOE MJIK YEJIOBEK.

— 4 pap, uto Tebe moHpaBUI0Ch. He Morya Ol TH paccKa3aTh MHE, YTO TaM IIPOU30LII0?

¢ HegOyMEHHO MOPTHYTIA.

— Pa3Be THI He cienui 3a MHOM?

4 nymana, on OymeT HaOMOOaTh C TIOMOIILI0 MaTuH.

Apenb 3TOTO HE OTpHUIla.

— MHe UHTepeCcHO, YTO TH AyMaellb. B0 OB HENI0XO0 MOCIyIIaTh TBOM paccka3 BO BpeMs
IIPOTYJIKH.



Anens IPOTSIHYT PYKY, ¥ I, eCTECTBEHHO, B35171aCh 3a e€.

¢ HUKaK He MOT'y IPUBHIKHYTH lepKaTh Aflesid 3a PYKY, TakK YTO 9TO OBIJIO IPOOIEMOH.

I'magkoe, MATKOE U TEIsoe oImyIigeHune OBIJIO TAaKUM IIPUATHBIM, 9YTO MO PYKa Tadjla.

Mt BeIH OT I'pada, 0OMEHSIBIINCE TPUBHUAIBHEIMU PA3rOBOPaAMH.

4 ornspenack. MHOrma momaganuch HeOOIbIIMe Mara3uHYMKY, HO Ha YuIax Ob1o mycTto. TyT He
OBIIIO HUKOTO, KpOME Hac.

— A rge ToT Manb4yuk. Heyxkenu oH cpancs?

— HeckombpKo gHEN Ha3af MEN T0XKAb. BO3MOXKHO, ero COMIIO C HOT OXKAEM U Ky[da-TO CMBIJIO, -
CKa3aJl Afiesib 0YeHb CIIOKOMHEIM I'0JI0COM, YTO MEHSI IIIOKHPOBAJIO.

— T TOBOPHUIIb CTPAIITHBIE BEIIIN.

OH uto, wyTtuT? OH BeOp LWIyTUT, fa?

— AnacTacus, TH J0JIKHa 3a0BITh O JIIOOAX, O KOTOPHEIX HE CTOUT 3a00THUTHCS.

9T0 OBIT MATKHH, HO PEITUTEIbHEIA COBET. $1 corylacuiach C HUM.

— [IIa. Hy, co mHo# BCcE OyneT B nopsimke. He BonmHy#cs, AQenb.

Ha mruoBeHue Amenb IOMBITANICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MEHS OTBJIEKJIO YTO-TO apyroe.

— XM-M?

4 Morna BUOETh PO3EI Ha BUTPHUHE LIBETOYHOI'O Mara3WHa, KOTOPEIE BEITIAOEIIN KaK HapuCOBaHHEIE.

Chyi PO3EI CUJIBHO OTJIMYAJIaCh OT T€X, KOTOPHIE A BUOEJId PDAHBIIIE.

— Apmenb, IOCMOTPHU Ha 9T0. PO3BI 0OUeHL MaleHbKHUE.

4 oTnycTuna pyky Afens ¥ IOIIa B IIBETOYHEIM Mara3uH. Emé 0ojiee 3axBaThiBaloIe ObIIO BUOETD
¥X BOJINA3H.



Po3®l pa3zMepoM ¢ MO HOTTH.

Ecnu He HabmomaTh 3a HUMU 60JIee BHUMATEIbHO, Thl MOXKHO ITOAyMaTh, YTO OHM HAaPUCOBAHEI
KHCTBIO.

HO‘-IYBCTBOBaB Hallle IIPUCYTCTBUE, K HAaM BBIIIIEJI My2K4YKWHa, KOTOprI;I, II0-BUOAMMOMY, OBLI
BiIafejiblieM IIBETOYHOI'O Mara3uHa.

— IoOpo noxanosars... Xyak!

OH MmocMOTpesI Ha MeHs U IIMPOKO PACKPHLI I'JIas3a.

— Kaxk Ha3bIBalOTCA 3TU pOSH? - CIIPOCHIIA {4, YKA3bIBad Ha 3T MAJIEHbKHE PO3HI.

B oxupmaHuM OTBETa MYyZXK4YKWHa HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPTHYII B APDOCTHO 3aMOTall TOJIOBOM.

— Ax... ax... mpoctuTte. YTO BH CKa3anu?

4 pacxoxoTtanack. OH OBITT HACTOJILKO YECTEH U SICEH, YTO s HE CMOTJIa yAepKaThCs OT CMeXa, BMECTO
TOTO YTOOBI PACCEePOUTHCS.

— 4 KymTio Bce 9TH LBETHL. BBl MOXKeTe MPUBE3TH UX B 0COOHSIK CHHKIIEPOB?..

— C-crtacu6o! 4 6yny cnykuTh BaM BceM ceppiem!

Yrto o uMmeeT B Bugy? OH BOOOIIIE IIPO I[BETH TOBOPUT?

4 mocmoTpena Ha Afiens ¥ OTTAlIKIIa er0 OT YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIN TOJIBKO YTO CKA3aJjl YTO-TO OYEHb
CTpaHHOE.

—IloninéMm, Anerns.

Apenb nerko mopgancs MOEMY IIPUKOCHOBEHHIO, HO OH BCE eINé BRITIISIeN HOpr}KéHHBIM B CBOHU
MBICTIH. f coernasia HECKOILKO I1aroB U OTJIAHYJIAaCh Ha HETO.

— Apenp? YTo criy4yunocs?

— ThI Tak CMEEIILCS TIepe[] BCEMH.



Hy, 9T0 OBLIO HEMHOTO CTPAHHO. { ITpoMoITYana.

— Heyxenu 370 Tak? 1 HUKOra II0-HACTOSLIEMYy He 0CO3HaBajla 3TOro.

— Tel HE YYBCTBY€EIb ce0st 00s13aHHOM CMeSIThCS, BepHO? ThHI He TOTYUHSEIIECS IIPpHUKa3aM, ThL
IIPOCTO COejialia 3TO, IIOTOMY 4TO Tebe OBITI0O CMEIIHO. ITO CTPAaHHO.

— CtpanHo?

Ero KpPaCHBIE I'lIa34d, IIOJIHbI€ HEU3BECTHBIX 9MOITUH, CMOTPEJIN Ha MEHS.

— TrI COBCEM He II0X02Ka Ha CMepPTeJIbHO 60JILHOTO YesloBeKa. B mocienHee BpeMs TH He
WCIIHITHIBAEIIb TIECCUMMU3Ma U He TIJIavelllb, XOTS U JyMaelllb, YTO YMPEIb. PaHble MHe GBITIO JTerye
TIOHATE TeO.

ToJBKO ceyuac s IMOHsJIa CJIoBa AIess.

—4d IIPOCTO COYJIa 3TO 0eCII0Ie3HBIM.

— Tr1 coanace?

— 4 He 3Hal0, pa3Be II0 MHE II0X02XKe YTO 5 cHanace?

Apens onycTun ria3a. Ero 3agenu mou cnosa? Heyxenu oH fyMaeT, 4TO g IIOTepsiia HafexXay?

— Pa3sBe THI He X04ellb IIOIIPOCHUTE MEeHS CIIaCTHU Tebs?

Y10 0H UMeeT B BUAY?

— BomnbIIMHCTBO NMoei JyMaloT, YTO C IIOMOIIbI0 Maruu MOXKHO JOOHUTHCS Bcero. M ckopee BCero aTo
npaBga. Bo3M0OXHO, 1 CMOTY BBUIEYUTh AHACTaCHUIO. ..

4 mouyBCTBOBAsA, KaK KPOBb OTXJILIHYJIA OT MOETro Tena. 51 mpepBaia Afens.

— Apenb, HUKOTTA OOIBIE TaK HE TOBOPH.

Marus HU B KOeM ciiy4ae He Obllla YHUBepCalbHOU. B yacTHOCTH, mOTPebyeTcs orpoMHasi 11eHa,
yTOOB BOCCTAHOBUTE YE€JI0BEKA, KOTOPOMY CYK[I€HO YMEpeTh, KaK MHE, C IIOMOIIbI0 Maruy.



B opeBuue BpeMeHa Koposb 0gHOM CTPAHbI MPUHEC B XKEPTBY THICAUY YEJIOBEK, YTOOH UCIEUTh
CBOIO 00JI€3Hb. JTO YKACHO.

— {1 He X04y KUTh, €CJIX 9Ta Marusl OTHUMET XKU3Hb ¥ Te0s!

Moii ronoc copBasics Ha Kpuk. Korpa s npuria B cebst, Anenb Tpou3Hec 601ee MATKUM TOHOM:

— A 4T0, ecnu Marusi OTHUMeT XKU3Hb He Y MeHq? UT0, eC/Iy UCI0Ib30BaTh YbIO-TO APYTYIO XKU3Hb?
Pa3Be 9TO HOPMAJIBHO - KEPTBOBATH KEM-TO, C KEM [ja’ke HUKOTla He CTaJIKKUBaJICs, AHacTacus?

OTO0 3ByYasio Tak MUJIO, ¥, C OPYTOH CTOPOHBHI, 3TO OBIJI0O MPAaYHKIM 3aMedYaHueM. B rojioBe y MeHs
CTaJIo IyCTO.
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